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WHO MAY VOTE (b) Any personn convicted of treason, felony
$:02 Qualifications, general. (1) Every or bribery, unless his civil rights are restored
US; citizen age 18 or older who has resided in (2) No person shall be allowed to vote in any
an election dist r ict or ward for 10 days before election in which he has made or become inter=
any election where he offers to vote is an eligible ested, directly or indirectly, in any bet or wager
elector _ depending upon the result of the election

(2) Any US, citizen age 18 or older who (3) No personn may be denied the right to
movess within this state later than 10 days before register to vote or the right to vote by reason that
an election shall vote at his or her-,previous ward the person is alleged to be incapable of under-
oi election district if the person is otherwise ' standing the objective of the elective p r ocess
qualified If the elector clan comply with the 10- unless the person - has been so adjudicated in a
day residence requirement at the new address separate proceeding instituted f 'or that purpose
and is otherwise- qualified, he or she may vote in by an elector of the municipality in accordance
the new ward of election district with the " procedures - set forth in ch . 880 forHistory: 1971 c. 304 s 29 (2) ; 1971 ' c: 336 s 3 7; 1975 c 85
ss 5, bb (3); 1977 c 394 : determining incompetency : If a determination

An eligible elector and a qualified electo r are identical, of ' incompetencyof the person has already been
Cb. e; applies to annexation referendum elector qualifications made, `Or' i f a determination Of limited incompe-under 66 021 (6) Washington v . Altoona, 73 W (2d) 250,
243 NW (2d) aoa : tency has been made which does not include a

Dui ational residence requirements , Clifford, 1973 WLR speci fic finding that the subject is competent to914.
exercise the right to vote, : and a gua rdian or

6.03 . Disqualification of electors. (1) The limited guardian has been appointed as a r esult

following persons shall not be allowed to vote in of any such determination, then no determina-
tion of incapacity of understanding the ob j ectiveanyz,~~t~. , of the elective process is required unless the

(a) Any person who is incapable of under-
guardianship is terminated or modified under s
gg0 34 .standing thee objective of the elective process or History : 197 3 c 284 ; 19 77 o. 26, 394 ; 1979 c 110,under, guardianship pursuant to the order of a Disenfranchisement of felons does not deny them equal

. -court under, ch. 880, except that when a person is protection Richardson v : R amt r ez, 418 US 24
under: limited guardianship, the court may de-
terminethat the person is competent to exercise 6.05 Election day age determines elec-
thesight to vote; tgr'S rights. Any person who will be 18 years
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6 .05 THE ELECTORS 148

old on or before election day is entitled to vote if' (7) A guest at a national or a state soldiers'
he complies with ch. 6, home in this state, a guest at a home for the aged

History: 1971 c 336 s . 37. supported by benevolence, or a patient of any
county home or other charitable institution,

6 .10 Elector residence. Residence as a resides in the municipality where the home is
qualification for voting shall be governed by thee locatedd and within the ward where he sleeps,
following standards: unless before becoming a guest at the home he

(1) The residence of a person is the place elects to maintain his prior residence as his
where his habitation is fixed, : without any voting residence,
present intent to move, and to which,, when (8) No person gains a residence in any ward,
absent, he intends to return., town or village of this state while there for

(2) Whenn a married person's family resides temporary purposes only,
at one placee and that person's business is con (9) No person loses the right to vote at his
ducted at another place, the former place estab- place of residence while receiving public assist-
lishes the residence . If the family place is ance or unemployment compensation even if the
temporary or for transient purposes, it is not thee legal settlement forr assistance is elsewhere .
residence.. (10) If a person moves to another state with

(3) When an elector moves from one ward to an intent to make his permanent residence there,
another or from one municipality to another or', if while there he exercises his right as a
within the state after the lastt registration day citizen of that state by voting, he loses his
but at least 10` days before the election, the Wisconsin residence .,
elector may vote in and be considered a resident (11) Neither an intent to acquire a new
of the new ward or municipality where residing residence without removal, nor a removal with-
upon transferring registration under, s : 6 :40 (1) out intent, shall affect residence ..
or upon registering at the proper polling place in (12) Student status shall not be a considera-
the new ward or municipality under s . 6 .55 . (2), tion in determining residence for the purpose of
If the elector moves within 10 days of an elec- establishing voter eligibility .
tion; the elector shall votee in the elector's old Histo ry : 1971 c. 304 s 29 (2) ; 1975 c ss, 94, 199; 19 77 oc
ward or municipality , if otherwise qualified to 26;199 c; 260,Voter residency and absentee votin g d iscussed. 60 Atty.y

"vote there. Gen. 214
Voting residency of family members of military personnel

(4) An unmarried person sleeping in one stationed in Wisconsin discussed, 61 Atty . . Gen. . 269,
ward and boarding' in another has 'residence Upon marriage to a Wisconsin serviceman, a nonresident

wife may t ake Wisconsin votin g residence of husband. . 61where he sleeps . An unmarried person in a Atty Gen .. 365.
transient vocation, a teacher or a student who
boards at different places fox, part of the week,
month or year, has his residence, if one of the gA5 , New residents ;; presidential voting .
places is with his .s parents, at the place of his (1) QUALIFICATIONS . Any person who was or
parents unless through `registration or similar- who is a qualified elector under ss, 6 .02 and
act he elects to establish a residence elsewhere .. 6.03, except that he or she has been a resident of
If he has no parents and if he has not registered this state for less than 10 days prior to thee date of
elsewhere, his residence shall be at the place the presidential election,, is entitled to vote for
which he considered his residence in preference the president and vice president but for no other
to any other for at least 10 dayss before an offices, The fact that the person was not regis-
election . If this place is within the municipality, tered to vote in the state from which he or 'she
he is entitled to all the privileges and subject to moved does not prevent voting in this state if the
all the duties of other, citizens having their- elector is otherwise qualified,
residence there, including voting ., (2) APPLICATION FOR BALLOT . Any person

(5) A Person shall not lose his residence qualifying under sub .. . (1) need not register to
when he leaves his home and goes into another vote, but shall applyy for and cast his or her ballot
state or county, town, village or ward of this as follows :
state for temporary purposes with an intent to (a) The elector's request for the application
return. form may be made to the proper municipal clerk

(6) As prescribed in the constitution, no either in person or in writing any time during the
person loses his residence in this state while 10-day period in which the elector's residence
absent from this state on business for the United requirement is incomplete ; but not later than the
States or this state ; and no ; member, of the armed . : applicable deadline for making applicationn for
forces of the United States gains a residence in an absentee ballot, or may be made at the proper
this state because he is stationed within this polling place in the ward or election district in
state. which the elector resides. The applicationn form
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shall be returned to the municipal clerk after the
affidavit has been signed in the presence of the
clerk or any officer authorized by law to admin-
ister oaths The affidavit shall be in substan-
tially the following form :
STATE OF WISCONSIN
County of . . . .
I ; . . , do solemnly swear that I am a citizen of

the United States; that prior to establishing
Wisconsin residence, my legal residence was in
the . . . . (town) (village) (city) of ' . . . . , state of . . . . ,
residing at . . . (street address) ; that on the day
of the next presidential election, I shall be at
least 18 years of age and that I have been a legal
resident of the state of Wisconsin since . . :, 1,9 : .,
residing at . . . . . (street address), in the [ . . . ward
of the . . . . . aldermanic district - of] the (town)
(village) (city) of ., .., county of ; that I have
resided in the state less than 10 days, that I am
qualified to vote for president and vice president
at the election to be held November . . , 19 . . , that
I am not voting at any other- place in this election
and that I hereby make application for an offi-
cial presidential ballot, i n accordance with sec-
tion 6,15 of the . Wisconsin statutes . .

Signed . . , . .
P . O. Address . . . .. . .

Subscribed and sworn to before me this . . .,, day
of . . . .., 19 .

: . . (Name )
(Title)
(b) The clerk shall provide with the applica-

tion form a card which the elector shall fill in
and return with the application to the municipal
clerk.: The card shall state that the elector
intends to vote for- president and vice president
in Wisconsin and that his or her voting privileges
shouldd be canceled at his or her previous resi-
dence , The card shall be in substantially the
following form :

(Full Name - print or type)
It is my intent to vote €or, president and vice

president in Wisconsin, under section 6 .. 15, : Wis-
consin Statutes.

( I am not registered to vote at my previous
address,,

( I am registered to vote at my previous
address and I hereby authorize the cancellation
of my previous voting privileges at that address:

(Street), . . . ' (Town, village, city), . , ..
(State). , .. . (Zip)

Signature . .. , .
Present Address . ., . . .

(c) The municipal clerk upon receipt of the
application form and voting privileges cancella-
tion card shall immediately forward the card to
the proper official of the applicant's prior
residence.'

(3) VOTING PROCEDURE . . (a) CIBI'IC's office.
1 . Upon proper completion of the application

and cancellation card, the municipal clerk shall
inform the elector that he or she may vote for the
presidential electors not sooner than 9 days nor
later than 5 p, in on the day before the election
at the office of the municipal clerk, or at a
specified polling place on election day .. When
voting at the municipal clerk's office, the appli-
cant shall provide identification and shall mark
the ballot in the clerk 's presence in a manner
that will not disclose his or her vote The
applicant shall fold the ballot so as to conceal his
or, her vote, deposit and seal it in an envelope
furnished by the clerk .

2 . The clerk shall enclose the envelopee con-
taining the ballot in a carrier envelope, securelyy
seal it, and indorse it with his or her name, title
and the words, "This envelope contains the vote
for- president and vice president of a new resident
and shall be opened only at the polls during
polling hours on election day " The clerk shall
keep the envelope in his or her office until the
clerkk delivers it to the inspectors, as provided in
sub.. ( 4) .

3 . . The clerk shall keep open to public inspec-
tion a list of all new residents who have voted
under this section The list shall give the name,
address and appl ication date of each elector ..

(b) Polling place . An eligible elector may
appear at the proper polling place in the ward or
election district where he or she resides and
make application for a ballot under sub (2) In
such case ; the inspector shall perform the duties
of the municipal clerk. The elector shall provide
identification If the elector is qualified and is at
the p roper polling place; he or she shall be
permitted . to vote .. The elector shall mark, punch
or label the ballot and, if it is a paper ballot, the
elector shall - fold the ballot, and shalll give it to
the `inspector The inspector shall deposit it
directly in the ballot box : Voting machines or
ballots utilized withh electronic voting systems
may only be used by electors voting under this
section i f they permit voting for president and
vice president only,

(4) DELIVERY AND DEPOSIT OF BALLOTS . (a)
Clerks holding new resident ballots shall deliver
them to the election inspectors in the proper
ward or- election district where the new residents
reside, as provided by s . . " 6 .: 88 far- absentee
ballots.

(b) During polling hours, the inspectors shall
openn each carrier envelope, announce the elec-
tor's name,, check the affidavit for proper execu-
tion, and check the voting qualifications for the
ward, if any..

(c) The inspectors shall open the inner enve-
lope without examination of the ballot other
than is necessary to see that the issuing clerk has
indorsed it .
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6.15 THE ELECTORS 150

(d) Upon satisfactory completion of the pro- established in-the-State of (the State where
cedure underpays: (b) and (c) the inspectors you now reside) on . Month Day Yearr
shall deposit the ballot in the ballot box . The - Signed . .. . .
inspectors shalll enter thee name of each elector Address (Present address)
voting under thiss section on a separate list (City) . . . . (State)
maintained for the purpose under s 6 79 : Subscribed and sworn to before me this . . . ., day

(e) If ' the person is not a qualified elector in of 199
the ward or municipality, or if the envelope is (Notary Public, or other of'f'icer, authorized to
open or, has been opened and resealed, the administer oaths . . )
inspectors shall reject the vote Rejected ballots (County)
shall be p r ocessed the same as rejected absentee My Commission expires
ballots, under s 6 .88 (3) (b) MAIL BALLOT TO :

(5) CHALLENGE OF VOTE, Any new resi- NAME . .
dent's - vote may be challenged for cause in the ADDRESS
manner provided in ss 6,92 to 6 .95 CITY . STATE . .. ZIP CODE . . .

(6) DEATH OF ELECTOR . When it appears by Penalties for Violations . : Whoever swears falsely
due proof ' to the inspectors that a person voting to any absent elector affi davit under this section
under this section has died before the date of the may be fined not more than $1,000 or impris-
election, the inspectors shall return the ballot oned not more than 6 months, or both . . Whoever
with defective ballots to the issuing :official . intentionally votes more than once in an election

History: 1977 c 394; 1979 c 31 F may be fined not more than $10,000 or, impris-
oned not more than . 3 years, or both . .

6.18 Former residents. If ineligible to qual- (Municipal Clerk)
y as an elector in the state to which he 'has (Municipality)

moved, any former qualified Wisconsin elector History : i971 c 304s 29(i) ,( 2) ; t9 7 sc ssss 9,66 ( .3 )
may vote an absentee ballot in the ward of his
prior residence in any presidential election oc- ' 6 .20 Absent electors. (1) Any qualified
cur-ring within 24 months after leaving Wiscon- elector of this state ' who registers where re-
sin by requesting an application form 'and` ie- quired, or who swears in his vote may vote by
turning it, properly executed, to tie munic i pal absentee ballot, under ss . 6 to 6 .. 89 . .
clerk of his pr ior W i scons in residence When (2) When by due proof it appears to the
requesting an application f'or 'm for an absentee inspectors that a person voting under this section
ballot, the applicant shall specify his eligibility has died before the date of the election, they
for only the presidential ballot . . The application shall return the ballot with defective ballots to
form shall require the following information and the issu ing official The casting of' the ballot of 'a
be in substantially thee following form : deceased elector does not invalidate the election .
This blank shall be returned to 'thee municipal 6.22 Absentee voting for militaryy elec-
clerk's office, Application must be received in ` {ors. (1) DEFINITION, In chs 5 to 12, "military
sufficient: time for ballots to be mailed and elector" means :
returned prior to any presidential election at (a) Members of the aimed forces of the
which applicant wishes to vote, Complete all United States ;
statements in full .

FOR PRESIDENTIAL
(b) Members of the merchant marine of' the

APPLICATION United States;
ELECTOR'S ABSENT BALLOT . . (c) Civilian employer of the United States

(To be voted at the Presidential Election and civilians offi cially attached to the militaryy
on November: : , 19 . ) serving outside the territorial limits of the

I, , hereby swear or affirm that I am a citizen United States ;
of ' the United States, formerly residing at . . . in (d) Spouses and dependents of those listed in
the,,,,. ward . . . aldermanic district (city, town ; the above categories res iding with or accompa-
village) of County of __ for 1 0 days prior to vying them when living outside the territorial
leaving the State of Wisconsin ` I, . do sol- limits of ` the United States
emnly swear or affirm that I do not qualify to (2) APPLICATION . Whenever an application,
register or vote under the-haws of #he State of affidavit or other act is required in ss 6 to

.(State you now reside in) where I am ` pres- 6,89 any military elector may fulfill the reguire -
entlyresiding A .citizen must be a Fesident of:' ments by subscribing or swearing before any
State . .., (d"n seit time) County ... . . . (Insert time) per-son .authorized to administer oaths .
City, Town or Village . : (Iia se rt time), in order " (3) REGISTRATION EXEMPT Military eleo-
to ' be eligible to register or uofe, thez ~ein Tf 'uMher cps are not required to register- as a pr cieqiiisite,
swear 4r affirm that rriy legal residence .was to voting in any e}eet i oii
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(4) INSTRUCTIONS AND HANDLING, The mu-
nicipal clerk shall mail a ballot, as soon as
available, to each military elector by or for
whom a request has been made . The board shall
prescribe the instructions for marking, punching
or labeling and returning ballots and the munici-
pal clerk shall enclose instructions with each
ballot and shall also enclose supplemental in-
structions for local elections . The envelope,
return envelope or explanatory note may not
contain the name of any candidate appearing on
the enclosed ballots other than that of the mu-
nicipal clerk affixed in the fulfillment of his or
her duties . . The material shall be prepared and
mailed to make use of the federal free postage
laws .

(5) VOTING PROCEDURE The ballot shall be
marked, punched or labeledd and returned, de-
posited and recorded in the same manner as
other, absentee ballots : In addition, the affidavit
under s, 6 . . 87 (2) shall have a statement of the
elector's birth date . Failure to return the unused
ballots in a primary election does not invalidate
the ballot on which the elector casts his or her
votes :

(6) MILITARY ELECTOR LIST Each munici-
pal clerk shall keep an up-to-date list of all
eligible local military electors ; city clerks shall
keep the lists by wards.. The list shall contain the
name, latest-known military residence and mili-
tary mailing address of each military elector .
All persons over 18 years of age or who will be 18
years old prior to an election shall be listed and
remain on the list forr the duration of their tour' of
duty:. The list shall ' be kept current through all
possible means . . Each clerk shall exercise rea-
sonable care to avoid duplication of names or
listing anyone whoo is nott eligible to vote. Each
clerk shall distribute 2 copies of the list to the
appropriate ward in the municipality for, use on
election day,

(7) EXTENSION OF PRIVILEGE . . This section
shall apply for 10 days after the date of honor-
able discharge from thee armed forces or termi-
nation of services or employment of military
electors . The extension shall not apply to
spouses or dependents of military electors .

History: 1971 c 304 s . 29 (2) ; 1971 c . 3.36 s. 37 ; 1973 c 334
s. 57 ;1975c . 85 ss 10, 66 ( .3) ; 1977 c , 394; 19'19 c 89, 311 .

6.24 Federal overseas voting . (1 )
DEFINI-TION,, In this section, "overseas elector" means a
citi z en not disqualified from voting under s . 6 0.3
who has or will attain the age of 1$ ' by the date of
an election who does not qualify as a resident of "
this state under s , 610, but who was last domi-
ciled in this state immediately prior to departure
fromm the. United States, and is not registered to
vote' or voting in any other state, territory or
possession .,

(2) EttGtsiL.irY An overseas elector under
sub . (1) may vote in any election for national
office, including the September primary and
presidential preference primary and any special
primary or election Such elector may not vote
in an election for state or local off i ce . An
overseas elector shall vote in the ward or election
district in which he or she was last domiciled
prior to departure from the United States . :

(3) REGISTRATION If' registration is re-
quired in the overseas elector ' s municipality, he
or she shall register on a form prescribed - by the
board designed to ascertain the absent elector's
qualifi cations under this section . . Such form
shall be substantially similar to the original
affidavit form under s 6 . . .3 .3 (1), insofar as
applicable . Registration sha ll be accomplished
in accordance with s . 6 . :30 (3)

(4) REQUESTS . An overseas electorr who is
properly registered, where registration is re-
quired may request an absentee ballot in writing
under ss 6 to 6 . . 89 , The board shall prescribe
a special certificate aff i davit form for the enve-
lope for overseas electors under this section
which shall be substantially similar to that pro-
vided in s 6,87 (3 . ) An overseas elector who is
not registered may request both a registration
form and an absentee ballot for a specific elec-
tion at the same time, and thee municipal clerk
shall mail the ballot automatically if the regis-
tration form is received within the time pre-
scribed in s .. 6 30 (3) . Whenever an application,
affidavit or other' act is required in ss. 6 to
6 . 89 an overseas elector may fulfill the require-
ments by subscribing or swearing before any
person author ized to administer oaths .

(5) BALLOTS The board shall prescribe a
special ballot for use under this section when-
ever, necessary, Official ballots under ss . 5
(8) and 5 64 (3) may also be used . The ballot
shall be designed to comply with the require-
ments of ss. 5 .60 (8), 5 . 62 and 5 64 insofar as
applicable . All ballots shall be limited to na-
tional offices. only .

(6) INSTRUCTIONS AND HANDLING ., The mu-
nicipal clerk shall mail a ballot, as soon as
available, to each ove rseas elector by whom a
request has been - made . The board shall pre-
scribe the instructions for' marking, punching or
labeling and returning ballots and the municipal
clerk shall enclose such instructions with each
ballot . The envelope, return envelope and in-
structions may not contain the name of any
candidate appearing on the enclosed ballots
other than that of the municipal clerk affixed in
the fulfillment of his of her duties . The munici-
pal clerk shall mail the material postage prepaid
to any place in the world . The overseas elector
shall provide retu r n postage.
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referendum, signed by electors equal to 15% of
the votes cast for governor in the municipality in
the last general election .

(b) Notice shall be given as for municipal
elections .

( 5) (a) Whenever registration is established
or abolished ;, under sub . (2), (3) or (4), the
municipal clerk shalll immediately certify the
action to the county clerk and the board . .

(b) The election laws booklet prepared by
the boardunder s . 7 . .0& (4) shall carry a list of
all the municipalities in which voter registration
is requited .
History: 1973 c .334 s 57; 1977 c 394 ; 1979 c 260, 355 .

6 . 275 Registration and voting statistics .
(1) The clerk of every municipality requiring
registration shall notify the board of the number
of registered voters within its boundaries twice
yearly One of the notifications shall be filed one
week prior to the spring election If' a general
electionn is to be held that year the other notifica-
tion shall be filed one week prior to the general
election ; If there is no general election that year,
the other notification shall be filed on November
1 .

(2) Within 30 days after, eachh primary and
election at which a state office is filled or a
statewide referendum is held, including any
special election, the municipal clerk shall make
a written statement to the board specifying :

(a) The total number of electors voting in the
municipalityy in that primary or election . .

(b) The total number of electors of the mu-
nicipality who were preregistered on the dead-
line specified in 6,28 (1) (a), including mail
registrations which are postmarked by that day ..

(c) The total number of electors of the mu-
nicipality who registered after the close of'regis-
tation .and prior to the day of the primary or
election under s . 6 .29

(d) The total number of electors of the mu-
nicipality who registered on the day of" the
primary or election under s 6 . .55 ..

History: 1979 c.. 260 ; 1979 c 355 ss . 12 to 14 .

6 .28 Where and when to register. (1)
REGIsTRATION LOCATIONS ; DEADLINE ., (a) Reg-
istration in person for any election shall close at
5 p.m, on the 2nd Wednesday preceding the
election . Registrations made by mail under s .
6 ,30,(4) must be delivered to the office of the
municipal clerk or postmarked no later than the
2nd Wednesday preceding the election ., All
applications for registration corrections and ad-
ditions may be madee throughout the year, at the
office of'the city board of election commission-
ers, at the office of the municipal clerk, at the
office of any issuing officer under s . 66 . .05'7 (2)
(e) or at other' locations provided by the board

6.27 Where elector registration required .
(1) Every municipality over, 5,000 population
shall keep a registry of electors Where used,
registrationn applies to all primaries and
elections .,

(2) By ordinance, the governing body in
municipalities with less than 5,000 population
may require registration .

(3) Any municipality with less than 5,000
population and any municipality where a federal
census has not yet determined the population
may havee registration : by a referendum vote .
The vote may be taken at the spring or general
election whenever; at least 60 dayss before the
election, thee electors file with the municipal
clerk a petition requesting a referendum asking
whether registration shall be required . The
petition shall be signed by electors equal to 15
of the votes cast for governor in the municipality
in the last general election . .

(4) (a.) When registration . is ordered or
directed under sub. (2) or (3), it may be
abolished by a referendum vote . The vote may
be taken at the spring or general election when-
ever, at least 60 days before the election, the
electors file a petition with the clerk requesting a

6 .24 THE ELECTORS

(7) VOTING PROCEDURE . The ballot shall be
marked, punched or labeled and returned, de-
posited and recorded in the same manner as
other absentee ballots . In addition,, the
certificate-af 'fidàvit shall have a statement of
the elector's birth date.. Failure to return the
unused ballots in a primary election does not
invalidate the ballot on which the elector casts
his or her votes

(8) OVERSEAS ELECTOR LIST . Each munici-
pal clerk where registration is not required shall
keep an up-to-date list of all eligible local over-
seas electors ; city clerks shall keep the lists by
waids . The list shall contain the name, latest
'known residence and mailing address of each
overseas elector The list shall be kept current
through all possible means . . Each clerk shall
exercise r easonable care to avoid duplication of
names or listing anyone who is not eligible to
vote . . Each clerk shall distribute 2 copies of the
list to the appropriate polling places in the
municipality for use on election day

,History : 1977 c . 394 ; 1979 c. 260, 311

REGISTRATION

6.26 Registrars. Where registration is appli-
cable under s . : 6 :27, the municipal clerk or the
board of election commissioners shall have con-
trol of elector registration within the municipal-
ity for which they are elected or appointed . .
They shall prepare, continue and revise the
registry under 'r this chapter .

152

Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.



of election commissioners or the common coun-
cil in c i ties of the lst class or by either or both
the municipal clerk, or the common council,
village or town board in all other municipalities
and may also be made during the school year at
any high school by qualified persons under sub ..
(2) (a), Other, registration locations may in-
clude but are not limited to fire houses, police
stations, public libraries, institutions of higher
education, supermarkets, community centers,
plants and factories, banks and savings and loan
institutions .. Special registration deputies shall
be appointed for all locations .

(b ) ` A municipal clerk or municipal board of
election commissioners may appoint any quali-
fied elector- of' the state as a special registration
deputy.. Appointments may be revoked at any
time .

(Z) " AT HIGH SCHOOLS . (a) Public high
schools shall be used for registration for enrolled
students and members of' the high school staff .

(b) The municipal : clerk of each municipality
in which elector registration is required shall
notify the school board of each school district in
which thee municipality is located that high .h
schools shall be used f 'or, r egistration pursuant to
par . (a) . The school board and the municipal
clerk shall agree upon the appointment of at
least one qualified electo r at each high school as
a special schooll registration deputy. The munic-
ipal clerk shall appoint such person as a school
registration deputy and explain the person'ss
duties andd responsibilities Students and staff
may register at the high school on any day that
classes are regularly held, The school registra-
tion deputies shall promptly forward properly
completed registration forms to the municipal
clerk of the municipality in which the registering
student or staff ' member resides . The municipal
clerk, upon receiving such registration forms,
shall add all thosee registering electors who have
met the registration requirements to the regis-
tration list .. The municipal clerk may reject any
registration f 'or' m and shall promptly notify the
person whose registration is rejected of the re-
jection and the reason therefor . A person whose
registration is rejected may reapply for registra-
tion if he or she is qualified . The form of each
high school student who is qualified and will be
eligible to vote at the next electionn shall be filed
in such a way that when a student attains the age
of 18 years the student is registered to vote
automatically ; Each school board shall assure
that the principal of every high school communi-
cates elector i ''egistiation information to
students

(c) The principal of any private high school
having a substantial number of ' students residing
in a 'municipality may request the municipal
clerk to establish registration dates when a

6 .29 Late registration in person . ( 1 ) No
names may be addedd to a registration list for any
election after the close of registration, except as
authorized under this section or s. 6,55 (2) or
(3 ),. Any person whose name is not on the
registration list but who is otherwise a qualified
elector is entitled to vote at the election upon
compliance with this section . .

(2) (a) Any qualified elector in a municipal-
ity where registration is required who has not
previously filed a registration form or whosee
name does not appear on the registration list
shalll be entitled to vote at the election if' he or
she delivers to the municipal clerk a properly
executed registration form with, an affidavit
sworn to by him or her. Alternatively, if the
elector cannot obtain a registration form, thee
elector shall list all thee information required on
the registration form, The elector shall present ,
acceptable proof of residenceas provided in s.
6.55 (7) . If' no proof is presented, the registra-
tion form or the listing of required information
shall be substantiated by the affidavit of one
other elector of the municipality, corroborating
all the material statements therein. The signing
of the affidavits by the registering elector and
the corroborating elector shall be done in the
presence of'the municipal clerk not later than 5
p . .m, of the day before an election All affidavits
shall be sworn to before the clerk or another
officer authorized to administer oaths ..

(b) Upon the filing of the affidavit and
registration form required by this section, the
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special r egistration deputy will be present in the
high school, or to appoint a special school regis-
tration deputy in accordance with par . (b), The
clerk shall establish regist r ation dates or appoint
a special school r egistration deputy in the high
school if the clerk determines the school to have
a substantial number of students residing in the
municipality

(3) AT OFFICE OF REGISTER OF DEEDS .. Any
person who makes application for an identif i ca-
tion card under s . 66 057 and who resides in a
municipality requiring- registration of electors
shall be given an opportunity to register to vote
at the same time by the issuing officer under s .
66 .. 057 .. An applicant may fill out the required
registration affidavit form under s . 6 . . 33 . The
officer shall administer the oath upon request of
any elector without compensation .. Upon receipt
of a completed form, the issuing of'f'icer, shall
forward the form within 5 days to the appropri-
ate municipal clerk, or to the board of election
commissioners in cities of the 1st class . The
form shall be forwarded immediately wheneve r
registration closes within 5 days of receipt .

History : 1971 c . 304 s. 29 (2) ; 1973 c 166, 225, 334 ; 1975
c 85, 199 ; 197 7 c. . 37 8, 394, 447 ; 1979 c, 32 .
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municipal clerk shall issue a certificate ad-
dressed to the inspectors of the proper ward
directing that the elector be permitted to cast his
or her vote . . The certificate shall be numbered
serially, prepared in duplicate and one copy
preserved in the office of the municipal clerk

(c) The elector, at the time he or she appears
at the correct polling place, shall deliverthe
certificate issued under par, (b) to the inspec-
tors . If the elector applies for and obtains an
absentee ballot, the certificate shall be annexed
to and mailed with the absentee ballot to the
office of the municipal clerk

(d) The inspectors shall record the names of
electors who present certificates in person or forr
whom certificates are presented with absenteee
ballots under this section on the list maintained
under s 6 56 (1). These names shall then be
added to the registration list if the electors are
qualified .

(3} No compensation may be paid of re-
ceived for taking or certifying any affidavit
under sub (2),
History : 1977c 39 4 .

6 . 30 How to register. (1) IN PERSON. Regis-
tration applications shall be made in person,
except under subs . (2) to (4) Each elector
shall sign an original registration form and,
except' in cities employing data processing, a
duplicate .

(2) WHEN CONFINED OR DISABL ED. Regis-
tration forms for- qualified electors may be com-
pleted at the home or institution where an
elector is confined because of physical illness or
infirmity or where a disabled elector' resides if
such person finds it difficult, due to such disabil-
ity, to register in another manner ., A registra-
tion affidavit for such electors may be made in
the presence of any person 'authorized to register
electors, or a form may be certified by the
elector> and witnessed by 2 other electors in t he
municipality and then mailed or delivered to the
municipal clerk. The form shall contain a
statement that the elector is confined because of
physical illness or infirmity or is disabled and
finds it difficult, due to such disability, to regis-
ter in another manner ;

(3) 'WHEN ABSENT Any elector, more than
50 miles from his legal voting residence may
register before the close of`registration for any
election as follows :

(a) He shall secure the necessary blank regis-
tration affidavits and instructions for their com-
pletion from the municipal clerk,:

(b) He shalll appear' before any person au-
thorized to administer oaths with the completed
and signed registration affidavits and shall
swear, to the truth of their contents . The person

administering the oath shall sign his name on the
line for the signature of'the registration of'f'icial .

(c) The original affidavit and one duplicate
shall be returned to the clerk of the municipal-
ity, except in any.y municipality which employs
data processing for keeping of voting registra-
tion records only the original affidavit need be
returned .. The affidavit shall be prepostpaid for
return at any point within the United States . . To
be eligible to vote in that election the affidavit
shall be received no later than the close of the
clerk's office on the registration deadline date
prior to the election .

(4) BY MAIL. Any eligible elector may regis-
ter by mail upon a form prescribed by the board
and provided by each municipality The form
shall be designed to obtain the information
required in ss 6 33 (1) and 6 (1) (a) and
(b). The form shall be prepostpaid for return at
any point within the United States, and shall be
substantiated by 2 other elector's in the munici-
pality corroborating all material statements
therein . Such forms shall be available in the
municipal clerk's office and may be distributed
by any elector of the municipality . . The clerk
shall mail a registration form to any elector or
person who is eligible to qualify as an elector
upon written or oral request
His tory : 1971 c, 249 ; 1975 c . 85 ss, 12, 65 ; 1975 c 199, 200,

275, 422; 1977 c: 283, 394 .

6.32 Verification of mail registrations .
( 1) Upon receipt of'a registration form which is
submitted by mail under s . 6,30 (4), the munici-
pal clerk shall examine the form for sufficiency .

( 2) Ifthe form is insufficient to accomplish
registration of the clerk knows or has reliable
information that the proposed elector is not
qualified, the clerk shall notify the proposed
elector within 5 days, if possible, and request
that the elector appear at the clerk's office or
other registration center to complete a proper
registration or substantiate the information
presented .

(3) Ifthe form is submitted later than the
close of registration, the clerk shall make a good
faith effort to notify the elector that he or she
may register at the clerk's office or, at the proper
polling place under s . 6,29 or 6 (2) .

(4) If' the form is sufficient to accomplish
registration and the clerk has no reliable infor-
mation to indicate that the proposed elector is
not qualified, the name shall be entered on the
registration list and a 1st class letter or postcard
shall be transmitted to the registrant, specifying
the elector's ward or aldeimanic district, and
polling place., If' such letter or postcard is
returned, or if'the clerk is informed of a different
address than the one specified by the elector, the
name shall be stricken from the list The letter or

6 .29 THE ELECTORS 154

Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.



shall be returned to the clerk within 2 days after
the election ..

(4) In municipalities employing data
processing for keeping of election or voter
records, original registration forms shall be
maintained in the, clerk's office at all times . .
Notwithstanding sub. (1), original forms in
such municipalities need not be maintained by
ward, but the data processing system employed
shall enable the municipal clerk to retrieve the
registration list in alphabetical order andd by
weld .

History : 1971 c 249; 1971 c 304 s 29 (2) ; 19'71 c . 336 ;
1975 c, 85; 19'77 c .394 .

6:36 'Offici8l 'registration list . (1) The mu-
nicipal clerk shall compile a registration list for
use in each ward following the arrangement for
registration forms under s .. 6 .35 . .

(2) The registration lists shall contain the
full name and address of each registered elector,
a blank column for the entry of the serial
number of the electors when they vote, and a
form of a certificate stating that each list is a
true and complete combined check and registra-
tion list of the respective wards,

(3) Municipalities shalll prepare at least 2
copies of the registration list for each ward and
bind them in book form, The original registra-
tion forms constitute the official registration list
and shall be controlling whenever discrepancies
occur,

History : 1971 c 304 s 29 (2) ; 1975 c 85 ; 1977 c 394 ss.
2i, 22, 53

6 .40 Transferring registration . ( 1) ELEC-
TOR INITIATIVE, (a) Within municipality, Any
registered e}ector, shall transfer registration af-
ter a change of residence within the municipality
in which he or she is registered by appearing in
person or by mailing to the municipal clerk a
signed request stating his or her, present address,
affil ming that this will be the elector's residence
for 10 days prior to the election and providing
the address where he or she was last registered .
Alter natively, the elector may transfer his or her
registration at the proper polling place under s .
6:02 (2) in accordance with s . . 6 .55 (2) (a) . If
an elector is voting at a former ward or election
district, the change shall be effective for the next
election . . ~~

(b) Within state Any elector who changes
residence within thiss state from one municipal-
ity to another shall give his or her previous
residence upon application for registration at
the new residence and shall sign an authoriza-
tion' to cancel voting privilegess at the former
residence on a form prescribed by the boardd and
furnished by each municipality . The cancella-
tion authorization shall be forwarded to the

6.35 Filing registration cards . (1) Under
the direction of the municipal clerk, the original
registration forms shall be filed by wards in such
an'otderly and logical way that they are readily
available to the clerk

(2) Duplicate registration forms shall be
maintained by, municipalities not employing
data processing ;' Duplicates shall be filed in
alphabeticall order, for the entire municipality
without regard to wards.

(3): Registration forms shall be kept on file in
the office of the municipal clerk . When, the
original forms are used on election day, they
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postcard shall specify "DO NOT FORWARD-RE-
TURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED" . .

History : 1 975 c . . 8 5 , 199 ; 1977 c 3 94; 1979 c 260

6 .33 Registration forms . (1) The municipal
clerk shall supply sufficient registration forms
as prescribed by the board printed on loose-leaf'
sheets or cards to obtain from each applicant
information as to name, date, residence location,
citizenship, age, whether-the . applicant has re-
sided within the ward for at least 10 days,
whether the applicant has lost his or her right to
vote, and whether the applicant is currently
registered to vote at any other location, and shall
provide a space for the applicant's signature ..
Eachh issuing officer under s . 66 .057 (2) (e)
shall obtain sufficient registration affidavit
forms at the expense of thee unit of government
by which he or she is employed for completion
by any elector who desires to register to vote at
the same time that he or she makes application
for an identification card under s .. 66..057 .

(2) (a) The information may be recorded by
any person, but the elector applicant shall sign
his or herr own name or, make a mark in lieu of a
signature . . Ward and aldermanic district infor-
mation shall be filled in by the clerk„

(b) The registration form shall be in the form
of an affidavitt and shall be sworn before the
clerk,, issuing officer or registration deputy, or
before any other officer authorized to adminis-
ter oaths, except that registrations which are
authorized to be corroborated under s, 6,30 (4)
or 6 (2) shall be certified by the applicant
but need not be separately verified .

(3) The registration form shall provide a
space for a voting record to be filled in by the
municipal clerk.. In municipalities employing
data processing, voting record information may
be deleted from the form and maintained sepa-
rately by the municipal clerk in such form that it
may be retrieved by computer.
His tory: 1971 c 304 s, 29 (1), (2) ; 19'71 c.. 336 s . 3'T; 19'75

c . 85 ss 15, 16, 17, 66 (3) ; 1975 c 94 s 91; 1977 c 378, 394,
447 ; 1979 c.. .32 .
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proper election off i cials no later than 3 days
after the close of registration . Such elector may
also transfer his or her registration at the proper
polling place as provided in s , 6 . 55 (2) (a) .

(c) Name change. . Whenever an elector's
name is legally changed, including a change by
marriage or divorce, the elector shall transfer his
or her registration to his or her legal name by
appearing in person or, mailing to the municipal
clerk aa signed request for- a transfer of registra-
tion -to such name. Alternatively, a registered
elector may make notification of 'a name change
at his or her polling place under s 6 (2) (d)

(2) CLERK'S INITIATIVE . (a) Municipal
clerks may transfer- any elector's registration
upon receipt of reliable information that the
elector has changed residence within the munic-
ipality . The clerk shall mail the elector a notice
of the transfer-,

(b) In addition to the revision which is re-
qu i red under s : 6 SQ municipal clerks may con-
duct door - to-door and ,mail registration can-
vasses at any time The door-to-door canvass
shall consist of both the deletion from the segis-
tration list of the names of electors who no
longer reside at the address : forr which they are
registered and the addition to the registration
list of the names of electors who reside at that
address .. The mail canvassshall consist of the
municipal clerk examining the registration
records and canceling the registration of" electors
after, the mailing of notices in accordance with s .
6 .50 (1) and (2) . The mail canvass may also
consist of adding to the registration list the
names of eligible electors Both door-to-door
and mail canvasses whenever- made shall be
made throughout the municipality in a uniform
manner...

(3) RECORDING CHANGES . All changes of
names and addresses unde r this section shall be
filed with the municipal clerk and the clerk shall
then correct the official registration list

History : 1971 c . 242; 1971 c . 304 s.. 29 (1), (2) ; 1"9 75 c 85,
199, '200; 1972 c . 394 ss 23, 24,:53

6.45 Registration lists public. After the
deadline for r evi sion of' the r egistration lists ; the
municipal clerk shall make copies for election
use .. All registration lists, including supplemen-
tal lists which are prepared at the polling place
under s . 6 , 55, shall at all times be open to publicc
inspection .. Under the regulations preset ibed by
the municipal clerk, an elector may copy the
registration list The municipal clerk shall fur-
nish upon : request to each candidate who has
filed nomination papers for an office which
represents at least part of the residents of the
municipality one copy of the current registration
list for those areas for, which he or she is a

156

candidate for a fee not to exceed the cost of
reproduction .

History : 1975 c . 85, 199; 1977 c . .394 s 53

6.46 • Poll- lists ; copying. Poll lists shall be
preserved by the municipal clerk until destruc-
tion or other disposition is authorized under s .
7 ,23, and shall be open to public inspection .. The
municipall clerk shall furnish upon request to
each candidate who has filed nomination papers
for- an office which represents at least part of the
municipality one copy of the current poll list for
those areas for which he or she is a candidate for
a fee not to exceed the cost of'reproduction . If a
copying machine is not accessible, the clerk shall
remove the lists from the office for the purposes
of copying, and return them immediately
thereafter .

History : 1975 c . 85,_199 :

6.48 Challenging registration . . (1) GEN-
ERAL PROCEDURE, (a) Any registered elector of
a municipality may challengethe registration of
any other registered elector by submitting to the
municipal clerk or executive secretary of the
board of election commissioners in cities of more
than 500,000 population an affidavit stating
that the elector- is not qualified to vote and the
reasons ther'efor.. Such clerk or secretary, upon
receipt of" the affidavit, shall mail a noti fication
of the challenge to the challenged elector, at his
or her registered address ,

(b) The challenged and challenging electors
shall appear before the municipal clerk within
one week of notification or arrange under sub . .
(2)' to appear before the board of election
commissioners . The challenging elector shall
make an affidavit answering any questions nec-
essary to determinee the challenged elector's
qualifications ., Judgment rests with the munici-
pal clerk and decisions shall be rendered as soon
as heard Ifithe clerk cannot resolve the issue or
has reservations as to the answers, the clerk may
require the challenging elector to take the oath
under s 6 . .925 .. If the challenged elector appears
and contests any answer of the challenging
elector, the clerk may require the challenged
elector to take the oath under s 6,94 and to
answer, any question necessary to determine the
challenged elector's qualifications . If the chal-
lenging elector appears bef 'or'e the municipal
clerk or board of election commissioners but the
challenged elector fails to appear-, such clerk or
board may make the decision without consulting
the challenged elector . If ' the municipal clerk or
board of election . commissioners does not sustain
the challenge, the challenged elector's registra-
tion remains valid..

(c) If the challenging elector fails to appear
befo r e the municipal clerk within one week or, in
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clerk of every municipality where registration is
required shall revise and correct the registration
list by reviewing the registration of any elector
who failed to vote within the past 2 years if
qualified to do so during such entire period .
Each suchh elector shall be mailedd an address
verification card under' sub ., (2) If an address
veiification card is returned by the postal service
to the clerk, the registration of such elector shall
be canceled . Otherwise, the registration shall be
retained notwithstanding failure of the elector
to vote, at any election, except as providedd in
subs . :(4) to (7) .

(2) Upon a 1st- class postcard bearing the
mailingg legend, "DO NOT FORWARD-RETURN
POSTAGE GUARANTEED", the voter address ver-
ification shall read substantially as follows :

"OFFICIAL VOTER ADDRESS VE RI F ICATION
: ..The official voter registration list shows that

,you are registered to vote by the name and
addresss appearing on the front of this card : If
either the name or, address appearing on the
front of this card is incoi sect, please contact this
office in .person or- by mail, . Improper registra-
tion may result in your being denied the right to
vote .

[Office of clerk
Clerk's address
Telephone] "

(3) Any municipal governing body may di-
rect the municipal clerk to arrange with the U .S .
postal service pursuant to applicable federal
regulations, to receive change of address infor-
mation with respect to individuals residing
within the municipality for revision of the elec-
tor• .registration: list. Iff required by the U,S,
postal service, the governing body may create . a
xegistration commission consisting of the munic-
ipal clerk and 2 other electors of the municipal-
ity appointed by the clerk for the purpose of
making application for address changes and
processing `the information received, : The mu-
nicipal clerk shall act as chairperson of the
commission. . Any authorization under' this sub-
section shall be for a definite period or until the
municipal governing body otherwise detei-
mines. The procedure shall apply uniformly to
the entire municipality whenever used. The
procedure shall provide for receipt of complete
change of address information on an automatic
basis, or not less often than once every 2 years
during the 60 days preceding the close of regis-
tration for the September primary. If a munici-
pality adopts the procedure. For obtaining ad-
dress corrections under this subsection, it need
not comply with the procedure for mailing ad-
dress vei ification cards under subs . . (1) and (2) .

(4) Upon receipt of reliable information that
a registered elector has moved outsidee of the

;cities of moree than 500,000 population fails to
appear before the board of election commission-
ers under sub., (2) to answer questions and take
the oath un der s.. 6 .925, such clerk or board shall
cancel the challenge.

(d) If the clei;k determines that the chal-
lenged elector is nott qualified, ., the clerk shall
cancel the challenged elector's , registration,
make the necessary change in the registration
list and notify the proper ward officials

(2) SPECIAL . PROCEDURE IN POPULOUS CIT-
IES. (a) In cities of more than 500,000 popula-
tion, objections may be made before the board of
election commissioner's which shalll sit on the
last Wednesdayy before each election from 9 a.m„
to 12 am . and from 2 p.m< to 5 p.m., to hear
objections then made or deferred under, sub .
(1)., If all the objections cannot then be deter-
mined, the commissioners shall sit during the
same hours the next day.

(b) Upon appearing in person, objectors
shall be examined, under oath, by the commis-
sioners and testimony taken . Judgment rests
with the board of election `commissioners and
decisions shall be rend. as soon as heard . All
cases are heard 'and decided summarily. The
commissioners shall:`deteimine whether the per-
son objected to is qualified : If they determine
that a person is not qualified, the name shall be
stricken from the i•eg stiation list and the proper
ward officials notified of the change
immediately. _

' (3) CHALLENGE BASED ON INCOMPETENCY„
Section 6 .03 (3) applies to any challenge which
is made to registration based on an allegation
that an elector is incapable of understanding the
objective of the elective' process and thereby
ineligible for registration . _

(4) STANDARD FOR DISQ UALIFICATION.. No
person maybe disqualified on any grounds as an
elector under 'this section unless the challenging
elector demonstrates beyond a reasonable doubt
that the person does not qualify as an elector or,
is not properly registered. When a person's
registration is canceled, the date and the reason
for the cancellation shall ` be entered on `the
person's registration form, If it appears that the
elector or proposed elector is registered in an-
other location, the municipal clerk or board of
election commissioners may require the chal-
lenged elector to sign an authorization to cancel
registration under 's . 6.40 ( i) (b) and shall
notify the proper official at that location . Natu-
ralized applicants may be required to show their'
naturalization certificates ..
History : 1 9Z 1 c 304 s. 29 (2) ; 1973 c. . 334; 1975 c. . 85,109;

19 77 c, 3 94; 1979, c 110

6.50 Revision of registration list. (1) Fol-
lowing each general election, the municipal
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(2) (a) Except where the procedure under
par` .. (c) is employed, any person who qualifies
as an elector in the ward where he or she desires
to vote, but has not previously filed a registra-
tion form, or was registered at another locationn
in a municipality where registration is requ i red,
may request `permission to vote at the polling
place for that ward . When a proper request is
made, the inspector shall require the person to
execute a registration form p r escribed by the
board which shall contain the following written
oathh or affirmation :

"I, , do solemnly swear (or, affirm) that to
the best of my knowledge, I am a qualified
elector, having resided at .., for' at least 10 days
immediately pr eceding this election, and that I
am not disqualified on any ground from voting,
and I have not voted, at this election ." If a
change of address is made from outside the
municipality, the elector shall file a cancellation
under s 6 , 40 _ (1) (b) .

(b) Upon executing the aff idavit under-,par .
(a), the per son shall be required by the inspec-
tor to present acceptable . proof of residence
under sub (7) , If the per son cannot supply such
p t oof;` the registration form shall be substanti-
ated and signed by one other elector , who resides
in the municipality, corroboratingg all the mate-
iial statements therein . The coii•oborator shall
then provide acceptable proof of residence The
signing by such other elector and by the elector
executing the affi davit shall be in the presence of
the inspector ._ Upon compliance with this proce-
dure, such person shall then be given the right to
vote '

(c) 1 As an alternative to registration at the
polling place under pats (a) and , (b), the
governing body of any municipality in which
registration is required may by resolution re-
quite a pecson who qualifies as an elector and
who is not registered and desires to register on
theday of an election to do so at the office of the
municipal clerk instead of at the elector's polling
place, if the , polling place at which the elector' is
required- to vote is located in the same building
as the clerk's office The municipal ' clerk or
deputy clerk shall require such person to execute
a r egistration form as prescribed under ; par.: ( a)
and to provide acceptable proof, of residence as
provided under sub: (7) If the person cannot
supply such proof, the registration formm shall be
corroborated in the mannei, _ provided in par.
(b) . The signing by the corroborating elector,
and by the elector executing the affidavit shall
be in the presence of thee municipal- clerk or
deputy clerk,, The municipal clerk' or deputy
clerk shall upon request administer r oaths to anyy
person making an ' affidavit under' th is
subdivision .
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municipality, the municipal clerk shall notify
the elector by mailing a notice by 1st class mail
to : the elector's registration address stating the
source of the information : All municipal depart-
ments and agencies receiving information that a
registered elector has . moved shall - notify - the
clerk . If' the erector no longer resides in the
municipality or fails to apply for continuation of
registration within 30 days, the clerk shall can-
cel the elector' s registration Upon receipt of
reliable information that a registered elector has
moved within the municipality, the municipal
c l erk shall transfer the elector's registration and
mail the elector a notice of the transfer under s .
6.46- (2) This subsectionn does not r est r ict the
right of''an elector to challenge any registration
under s 6 . .48, 6 925 or 6,93

(5) The ` registration of deceased electors
shall be canceled by means of checking vital
statistics reports : No notice need be sent of
registrations canceled under this subsection

(6) The registration of any elector whose
address is listed at a building `which has been
condemned for human habitation by the munici-
pality under s .` 66 05 (2) shall be investigated by
the municipal clerk. If the clerk can find no
reason why such elector, should not be stricken
from the registration list, the elector's registra-
tion shall be canceled . If the elector has left a
forwarding address with the U S postal service,
a notice of cancellationn shall be mailed by the
clerk to the forwarding address

(7) The municipal clerk, upon authorization
by an elector, ` shall cancel the 'elector's
registration

(8) When an elector's registration is can-
celed,' tfle municipal clerk shall make an entry
upon the registration card, giving the date and
cause of cancellation : ''

(9) Whenever a name is stricken from the
registration, the reason for striking shall be
stated on the registration list next to the stricken
name .

(10) Any canceled elector , may be reinstated
by filing a written request for reinstatement or
change of address prior to the close of registra-
tion, The registration card of each reinstated
elector shall show the date of reinstatement .

History : 1971 c 242 ; 1971 c. 304 s . 29 (2) ; 1971 c 336 s .
37 ; 1973 c. 164 ; 1975 c 85, 199, 200; 1977 c . 394 ss 27, 53;
1979 c . ` 260

6.55 Failure ' to register; rights. (1) No
names may be added to : the registration list after
the close of r egistration, but any person whose
name is not on the regist r ation list but who is
otherwise a qualified elector is entitled to vote at
the election upon compliance with s . 6.29 or thi s
section :

158

Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.



2. Upon compliance with the procedures
under subd 1, the municipal clerk or, deputy
clerk shall issue a. certificate addressed to the
inspectors of the proper polling place directing
that the elector be permitted to cast his or her
vote . . If the elector's registration is corrobo-
rated, the clerk shall enter the name and address
of' the corroborator on the face of the certificate .
The certificate shall be numbered serially and
prepared in duplicate. The municipal clerk shall
preserve one copy in his or, her office.,

3 .; The elector, at the time he or she appears to
vote at the polling place, shall deliver the certi fi -
cate issued under subd . 2 to the ' inspectors.: .

(d) A registered elector who has changed his
or her name but resides at the same address, and
has not notified the municipal clerk under s . 6..40 .
(1) (c), shall notify the inspector of the change
before voting .. The inspector shall then notify
the municipal clerk at the time which materials
are returned under s . .' 6.56 (1), If' an elector
changess both a name and address , the elector
shall comply with pars ( a) and (b) .

(3) Any qualified elector in the ward where
the elector desires to vote whose name does not
appear on the registration list where registration
is required but who claims to be registered to
vote in the election may : request permissionn to
vote at the polling place for that ward. When
the request is made, the inspector shall require
the per son to give his or her, name and address,.
If the elector is not at the correct polling place,
the inspector shall provide the elector with direc-
tions to the correct location . If the elector is at
the correct polling place, the elector ' shall thenn
execute the following written oath or a ffi rma-
tion : "I, . . . ., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that
to the best of my knowledge, I am a qualified
elector, having resided at : . . ., for at least 10 days
immediately preceding this election, and that I
am not disqualified on any ground :fromm voting,
and I have not voted at this election and am
properly registered to vote in this election ." The
person shall be required to provide acceptable
proof of residence as provided under sub, (7)
and shall then be given the right to vote .. . If
acceptable proof is presented, theinspector, shall
administer the oath and the elector need not
have the affidavit corroborated by any other
elector.. If acceptable proof is not presented, the
statement shall be certified by the elector and
shall be corroborated by another elector who
resides in the municipality . The corroborator
shall then provide acceptable proof of residence .
Whenever the question cannot be satisfactorily
resolved and the elector permitted to vote, an
election official shall telephone the office of thee
municipal clerk to reconcile the records at the
polling place with those at the office . .

(4) The inspector shall upon request admin-
ister oaths to any person making an affidavit
under this section .. No compensation may be
paid or received for taking or certifying any such
affidavit . .

(5) Any person who violates this section may
be punished as provided in ss . 12.. 1 .3 (3) (g) and
12 . 60 (1) (b) .

(6) The governing body of any municipality
may providee by resolution that anyy of the regis-
tration duties of inspectors under sub . . (2) shall
be carried outt in such municipality by special
registration deputies appointed by the municipal
clerk at any polling place whenever the clerk
determines that the registrationn process pro-
vided for in that subsection will be facilitated
thereby ., Such deputies may administer the oath
required for registration . . The deputies shall be
specially appointed by the clerk fbi one election
only to conduct elector registration only .

(7) (a) For purposes of this section, a form
of identification constitutes acceptable proof of'
residence if it includes :

T : A current and complete name, including
both the given and family name; and

2. A current and complete residential ad-
dress, including anumbered street address, if'
any, and the name of a municipality .

(b) If an elector's address has changed since
a piece of identification was issued, the new
information may be typed or printed on the
identification by hand, in ink

(c) Forms of identification which constitute
acceptable proof ' of ' residence under this section,
when they contain thee information specif i ed in
par ., (a), include the following :

1 .. A Wisconsin motor vehicle operator's
license ,.

2 .. A Wisconsin identification cardd issued
under s. 66.057 ..

3 . : Any other, official identification card or
license issued by a Wisconsin governmental
body or, unit or by an employer in the normal
course of business, but not including a business
card.

4 A credit card or plate .
5 : A library card .
6. A check-cashing of courtesy card issued by,

a merchant in the normal course of business .
7 . . A real estate tax bill or receipt .
8. A residential lease,
9 . A university, collegee or technical institute

f 'eee card.
10 . A university, college or technical institute

identification card.
11 . An airplane pilot's license „
History: 19 71 c. 304 s. 29 (2) ; 197 3 c 222; 197 5 c . 85, 93,

199, 200 ; 1977 c 394, 427 ; 1979 c. . 311 .
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6 .56 Verification of voters not appearing
on list . (1) The list containing the names of
persons voting under ss . 6 .29 and 6 (2) and
(3) shall be returned together with all forms,
affidavits and certificates to the municipal clerk .

(2) Upon receipt of the list, the municipal
clerk shall make a check to determine whether
each person who has been allowed to vote under
s . 6.55 (3) is properly registered . If' so, the the
clerk shall correct the registration list If' the
address on the registration list is not correct, the
clerk shall correct the address . The clerk shall
then notify the elector by postcard when he or-
she ' is properly registered If such person is
foundd not to be properly registered, the clerk
shall send the person a lst class letter with that
information, containing a mail registration form
under s. 630 (4) r The letter shall be marked
"Do NOT FORWARD-RETURN POSTAGE GUAR-
ANTEED" If such letter is returned undelivered,
or if' the U S ; postal service notifies the clerk of
an improper: address which was apparently im-
proper on the day of the election, the clerk shall
notify the district attorney, .

(3) In the case of persons registering to vote
at the polling place or clerk's office under s . 6 55
(2), an audit of all of'such electors shall be made
by the municipal clerk upon receipt of" the list
under sub . (I), The audit shall be made by 1st
class postcard ., The postcard shall be labeled
"DO NOT FORWARD-RET URN POSTAGE GUAR-
ANTEED", If any postcard is returned undeliv-
ered, or if the clerk is informed of a different
address than the one specified by, the elector
which was apparently improper on the day of the
election, the elector's name shall be stricken
from the registration list and the name shall be
provided by the clerk to the district attorney ;. . .

(4) After each election, the municipal clerk
shall car ef'ully check to assure that no person has
been allowed to vote more than once.. Whenever
the municipal clerk has good reason to believe
that a person has voted more than once in an
election, the clerk shall send the person a nonfor-
wacdable lst class letter with return receipt and . .d
return postage guaranteed, informing him or her
that all registrations relating to that person may
be canceled- within 7 days unless the person
contacts the office of the clerk' to clarify the
matter ' A copy of such letter and any subse-
quent information received from or- about the
addressee shall be sent to the district attorney

(5) - Whenever any letter or postcard mailed
under this section is returned undelivered, or
whenever'. the, U .S, postal service notifies the
clerk of an improper address which was appar-
ently improper on the day of the election or
whenever it otherwise appears that a person has
voted who is not qualified or has voted more than

6 .77 Place - for voting. (1) Electors shall
vote only in the polling place provided by the
governing body .

(2) Whenever territory is annexed to any
municipality, the electors who would have been
entitled to vote in the territory had no annexa-
tion taken place shall votee in the municipality to
which the territory is annexed:

His tory : 1975 c.. 85

6 .78 ` Poll hours . The polls at any election
shall- be open :

(1) In lst, 2nd and 3rd class cities, from 7
a„m., until 8 p .m .:

(2) In 4th class cities, villages and towns,
from 9 a m: until 8 p ,m, ; extendable by the
governing body to not earlier than 7 a .m.; Notice
of the change of hours shah be given by publica-
tion in a newspaper, under ch ; 985, once each
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once in an election, and the person has been
permitted to vote after corroboration was made
under s : 6 (2) or, ((3), the name of the
corroborator shall- also be provided to the dis-
trict attorney .

His to ry : 1975 c . 85, 199; 1977 c . 394 ; 1979 c . 260..

6 . 57 Registration list for school and spe -
cial elections. If the registration list has not
been revised in time to be used at any school or
special election, the registration list used at the
last preceding general or municipal election plus
a supplementary list shall be used for- the elec-
tion . Before issuing thee supplementary list the
municipal clerk shalll add the newly registered
electors and strike the names of those electors
known to have died or become disqualified since
the registration list was last revised .

Histor y: 1975 c. 85 ; 1977 c . 394 .

VOTING

6.76 Time off for voting . (1) Any person
entitled to vote at an election is entitled to absent
himself from work while the polls are open for a
period not to exceed 3 successive hours to vote .
The elector shall notify his employer before
election day of his intended absence . . The em-
ployer may designate the time of day for the
absence ..

(2) No penalty, other' than a deduction for
time lost, may be imposed upon an elector by his
or her employer by reason of'the absence autho-
rized by this section .

(3) This section applies to all employers
including the state and all political subdivisions
of thee state and their employes, but does not
affect the employes' right to holidays existing on
June 28, 1945, or established after that date . .

Histor y: 1977 c .394 .

Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.



week for 2 successive weeks, with the first inser-
tion not less than 8 days before the election The
new hours shall take effect only after the notice
provisions have been complied with . When the
ordinance applies to all futu re elections, notice
need be given only for the first election affected
by the change.

(3) Any elector , 'waiting his turn to vote,
whether within the polling booth or in the line
outside the booth at the time the polls officially
close, shall be permitted to vote . .

6.79 Recording electors . Two election offi-
cials at each election ward shall be in charge of
and shall maintain 2 separate lists of all persons
voting .

(1) MUNICIPALITIES WITHOUT REGISTRA-
TION, Where there is no registration, before ,
being permitted to vote, each person shall state
his or her full name and address The officials
shall record each name and address on a poll list
in the same aides as the votes are cast' If the
residence of the elector does not have a number ,
the election officials shall, in the appropriate
space, write "none" : Alternatively, the munici-
pal clerk may maintain a poll list consisting of
the full name and add r ess of elections compiled
from previous elections Wheneve r an elector
appears to vote, T the officials shall verify the
correctness of the elector's name and address,
and shall enter a serial number next to the name
of the elector in the order that the votes are cast,
beginning with the number one, If the name and
address of an elector do not appear on the
prepared poll list, ,the off i cials shall recor d the
name, address and serial number of the elector
at the bottom of the list The officials may
require any elector to provide identification,
including acceptable pr oof of r esidence, or to
have another elector corroborate his or her ,
information in accordance with the procedure
specified in s, 6 55 (2) (b) before permitting the
electo r to vote . The officials shall maintain a
separ ate ' list of th ose persons voting under ' ss
6. 1'S and 6 24 .

(2) MUNICIPATITIES WITH REGISTRATION
Where there is registration, each person, before
receiving' a voting number, shall state his or her,
full name and address . . Upon the prepared
registration ` list, after the name of each elector,
the officials shall enter the serial number of ' the '
vote as it is polled , beginning with number one
Each elector shall receive a slip bearing the same
serial number A separate list shall be main-
tained for electors who are voting by oath or
affidavit under s .. 6 .. 15 ; 6 . . 29 or 6,55 (2) or (3) .
Each such elector shall have his or her full name,
address and Serial number likewise recorded and
shall be given a slip bearing such number-,

(3) REFUSAL TO GIVE NAME AND ADDRESS . . If
any electo r off'eiing to vote at any polling place
refuses 'to give his or her name and address, the
elector may not be permitted to vote,
NOTE: Sub. (3) is shown as amended by chapter 311, laws

of 1979, An earlier amendment by chapter 260, laws of 1979,
is not shown. See the Preface section 6 (c) for printing rule
followed.,

(4) SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION . When
any elector provides identification under sub . .
(1) or s . 6 . . 15, 629 or 6,55 (2) or (3), thee
election officials shall enter the type of identif i -
cation on the poll or registration list, or supple-
mental list maintained under sub .. (2) . If the
form of identification includes a numberr which
applies only to the individual holding that piece
of identification, the election officials shall also
enter that number on the list . When any elector.r
corroborates thee registration identity or i esi =
deuce of any person offering to vote under sub .
( 1 ) or s . 655 (2,)(b) or (c) or (3) the name
and address of the corroborator shall also be
entered next to the name of the elector whose
information is being corroborated on the regis-
tration or poll list, or the separate list main-
tained under sub . (2) When any person offer-
ing to vote has been challenged and taken the
oath, following the person's name on the regis-
tration or poll list, the officials shall enter the
word "Sworn",

(5) POLL LIST FORMS, Poll lists shall be kept
on forms designed by the board to be substan-
tially similar to the standard registry forms used
in municipalities where registration is required
and shall require, for- each person offering to
vote, the entry of the pe r son's full name and
adds ess

History:' 19716 .304s ; 29(2) ;1975c ' 85, 199,200;1977c .
394, 447 ; 1979 c 260, 311, 355

6.80 Mechanics.s of voting . (1) VOTING
BOOTH OR MACHINE USE, Except when assist-
ance is required to cast a vote, only one person at
a time is permitted to occupy a voting booth ' or
machine

(2) METHOD OF VOTING (a) Upon receiving
his or her, bballot and without -leaving the polling
place, the electo r :shall enter an unoccupied
voting booth or machine alone to cast his or her
vote An elector may use or copy an unof'f'icial
sample ballot which may be marked in advance
of entering the polling place, but an elector may
not use or bring into the polling place any ballot
printed upon paper of the type required or
utilized for official ballots at that polling place .

(b) After preparing his or her ballot, unless
the ballot is intended for counting with auto-
matic tabulating ' equipment, the elector ' shall
fold it ' so its face will be concealedThe elector
shall then turn the, ballot so the ballot clerks'
printed endorsement and initials may be seen . .
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(c) Any elector who, by accident or mistake ,
spoils or erroneously prepares his ball ot may
receive another, by returning the defective, ba l-
lot, but not to exceed 3 ballotss in all ,

(d) If an elector, receives a ballot which is not
initialed by 2 ballot clerks, o r is defective in any
other way, the elector shall return it to the ballot
clerks ... . If the initials are missing, . . the ballott
clerks shall supply the missing , initials., . If the
ballot is defective, they shall destroy it and issue
another ballot to the elector .

(e) After turning the completed ballot, the
elector shall publicly and in person del iver thee
official ballot to one of the inspectors at the
polling place where he or she offer's to vote, The
inspector receiving the ballot, without opening it
or permitting it to be opened' or examined ,-s hall '
deposit it in the ballot box in the elector 's
presence.

(f) In partisan primary elections at polling
places where ballots are distributed to electors,
unless the ballots are utilized with an electronic
vot i ng system in which all candidates appear on
the same ballot, after t he elector prepares his or-
her bal lot the elector shall detach the remaining
ballots, fold both the completed ballott and the
ballot s to be discarded , personally depos it the
ballots to be discarded in the separate ball ot box
marked "blankk ballot box", and. deliver the
completedd ballot as provided in par (e) . The
inspectors shall keep the blank ballot box locked
until the canvass is completed and shall dispose
of ' the blank ballots as prescribed by the munici-
pal clerk .

TIME IN BOOTH OR MACHINE . ,( 2 ) . Ea CI1h
elector shall be allowed a reasonable time to
vote. Unless otherwise specified for that elec-
tion, a majority of the i nspectors shall determine
the time each elector - shall have to mark his
ballot ; taking into consideration the size of the
ballot and;,the number of electors in line waiting
to vote . In no caseshall the time be less than one
minute If there, are electors in line waiting to
vote, the time shall not exceed 5 minutes . .

(b) If an elector refuses to leave the booth or
machine after being notified by one of' the
inspectors that his time has expired, he shall be
removed by the inspectors ,

History : 19 '77 c 427 ss 40,41, - 132; 1979 c 311 .

6.82 . Assisting electors. (1) RECEIPT OF
BALLOT nT; .DOOx. (a) When any ward inspec-
torstors are informed th at an elector is at the door'
who is unable to enter the ; pollingplace without
assistance, they may appoint 2 of their number
to take an offic ial ballo t to the entrance ,, present .
it to the physically disabled person and assist in
marking the ballot if, the electorr desires assist-
ance. The 2 persons chosen to assist shall not be
of the same political party . ., When the ba llot is .

marked it shall be folded and immediately taken
into the polling place , The inspector shall dis-
tinctly announce that he or she has "a ballot
offered by . . . . (stating person's name), an elec-
tor _ physieally disabled from entering the room
withoutt assistance" . The inspector lshall thenn
ask, "Does any one object to the reception of ' this
ballot"? If' noobjectionis -made, . theballotshall
be deposited in thee ballot box and a notat ion
madee on the registration or poll list : "Ballot
received at thee door'" .

(b) If objection to receiving the ballot is
made by anyy qualified elector present, the in-
spectors shall decide upon the objection, and if'
theyy find the objection has merit shall destroy
the ballot . If the objection is overruled, the
ballot shall be deposited .. If the ballot is de -
stroyed, the inspectors shall immediately notify
the elector of such fact

(c) If 'a polling place does not have at least
one , entrance which is accessible to persons in
wheelchairs, the ward inspectors shall receive
the ballots of 'physically d isabled persons at the
aoor,

((2) AID IN MARKING BALLOT, (a) If an OICC-
tor, declares to the presiding election official that
he or she cannot read or write, or has difficulty
in reading, writing or understanding English or
that due to physical disability, is unable to mark,
punch or label a ballot or, depress a button or
lever on a voting machine, the . elector shall be
informed by the officials that he or she may have
assistance. When assistance is requested, the
elector may select any other elector or, 2 election
officials to assist in casting his or her vote.. An
elector. who is chosen to assist another elector
may be any qualified elector residing within the
county where the municipality is located . I f an
elector chooses 2 election officials to assist, the 2
officials may not be of the same political party . .
The selected person or persons rendering assist-
ance shall certify on the back of the ballot that it
was marked, punched or labeled with their as-
sistance. Where voting machines are used,
certification shall be made on the registration
list .

(b) The . officials or the electo r chosen shall
enter' the 'voting booth or machine . with the
elector and shall read the names of all candi-
dates on the ballot for.r each office, and ask, "For
which one do ,you vote?" . The ballot shall be
marked, punched or labeled or lever or button
depressed according to the elector's expressed :
preference The official or other person selected
to assistt may not disclose to anyone how the
elector voted

,(c) The presiding of 'f 'icial at the election may .
require the . elector to make a declaration as
provided in par ' . : (a) , under oath, andd may ad-
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cation and the reason for requesting an absentee
ballot is that the elector is a sequestered juror,
the application shall be received no sooner than
7 days before the election not, after 5 p.m on
election day.. If' the application is received after 5
p.m. on the Friday immediately preceding the
election, the municipal clerk or the clerk's agent
shall immediately take the ballot to the court in
which the elector is serving as a juror and
deposit it with the judge . The judge shall recess
court, as soon as convenient, and give the elector
the ballot The judge shall then notarize the
affidavit as provided in s . 6 .87 and shall turn the
ballot over to the clerk or agent of ' the clerk who
shall deliver it to the polling place as r equired in
s 6 . . 8. 8 ... If application is madee by completing an
affidavit as provided in sub (2), the affidavit
may be received at any time before 5 g , m on the
Friday immediately preceding the election .

(2) An elector who is indefinitely confined
because of age, physical illness or infirmity or is
disabled for an indefinite period may by signing
an affidavit to that effect require that an absen-
teeballot be sent to the elector automatically for
every election... The affidavit form and instruc-
tions shall be prescribed by the board, and
furnished upon request to any elector by each
municipality, The envelope containing the ab-
sentee ballot shall be clearly marked as not
f'orwardable . If any elector is no longer indefi-
nitely confined, the elector shall so notify the
municipal clerk . The mailing list established
under this subsection shall be kept current
through all possible means . The clerk shall re-
move the name of any elector from the list upon
receipt of reliable information that an elector no
longer qualifies for the 'service The elector shall
be notified of such action within 5 days . An
elector who fails to cast and return an absentee
ballot received under this subsection shall be
removed from the mailing list, and the instruc-
tions shall so indicate .

(3) (a) Any elector who is registered, or
otherwise qualified where registration is not
required, and who qualifies under ss . 6,20 (1)
and 6,85 as an absent elector because the elector
is hospitalized; may apply for and obtain an
official ballot by agent . Such agent may apply
for and obtain a ,ballot for suchh hospitalized
absent elector by presenting a form prescribed
by the board and containing the required infor-
mation supplied by such hospitalized elector and
signed by such elector, and any other elector
from such hospitalized elector's municipality
corroborating the information contained
therein : The corroborating elector shall state on
the form his or her full name and address,

(b) When such properly executed form is
presented to the municipal clerk, if the elector
who proposes to vote is qualified, an absentee

6 .86 . Application for absentee ballot. ( 1)
Any elector, qualifying under ss . 6 20 (1) and
6,85 as an absent elector may apply to the
municipal clerk for an official ballot either in
writing, in person ; by completing an affidavit as
provided in sub . . . (2) or by agent as providedd in
sub (3) . If application is made in writing, the
application, signed by the elector, shall be re-
ceived no sooner than the first of the month 3
months before thee election nor after 5 p .,m.p on
the Friday immediately preceding the election .
If application is made in person the application
shall not be made sooner than the first of the
month 3 months before the month of'the election
nor later than .5 p.,m ., on,the day preceding the
election If`the elector is making written appli-
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minister the oath . . Intoxication shall not be
regarded as a physical disability .

(d) The election off i cials shall enter upon the
list of persons voting after the name of any
elector who had assistance , in marking a ballot
the word "assisted" Where a person chooses
another, elector to assist, the officials shall
record on the list of persons voting the full name
and address of the elector who t enders
assistance .. .

(3) SOLICITATION PROHIBITED. No election
official or other person assisting an elector under
this section or s 5 .'79 may request, suggest or
seek to persuade an elector , to cast a vote for or
against any candidate, party or question

History: 1971 c 304 s. 29 (2) ; 1975 c 85, 199, 275 ; 1977 c .
26 ; 1977 c 394 s 53 ; 1979 ' c 260, 311, 355.. .

An elector with dyslexia may qualify for voter assistance
under (2), [1971 slats , ] . 62 Atty . : Gen 195

VOTING ABSENTEE

6.85 Absent elector ; definition. An absent
elector is any otherwise qualified elector who is
or.expects to be absent tiom the municipality in
which the absent elector is a qualified elector on
election day whether by reason of active service
in the U S,, armed forces or for- any other reason,
or who because ofage, sickness, handicap, phys-
ical disability, jury duty or religious reasons
cannot appear at the polling place in his or her
ward Noperson under the age of 70 qualifies as
an absent elector solely because of' age . : Any
otherwise qualified elector who changes resi-
dence within this state by moving to a different
ward or' municipality later than 10 days prior to
an election may vote an absentee ballot in the
ward or municipality where he or she was quali-
fied to vote before moving ..: An elector qualify-
ing under this section may vote by absentee
ballot under, ss . 6 .:86 to 6 ..89 . .

;.. History: 1 971 c 304 s,2 9 (2) ; 1 975 c. 85, 1 99 ; 1 9'77c 39 4 ;
1 9'79 c 2 .32 .

Voter resid ency and a bsentee voting discu ssed 60 Atty .
Gen . . 2 14
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ballot shall be issued' and the name of such
hospitalized elector - shall be recorded by the
clerk : An agent who is issued an absentee ballot
under this section shall - present - identification,
provide his or her name and address, and attest
to a statement thatt the ballot is received solely
for the benefit of a ,named elector who is hospi-
talized, and the agent will promptly transmit the
ballot to such person . .

(c) An application under this subsection by
agent may be made in person at the office of the
municipal clerk not earlier than 7 days before an
election and not later than 5 p ,m on the day of
the election , ' A list of such hospitalized electors
shalll be made by the municipal clerk and used to
check that such electors voted only once, and by
absentee ballot , . The ballot shall be sealed by the
elector and returned to the munic i pall clerk '
either' by mail or by personal delivery of the
agent; but if the ballot is returned on the day of
the election, the agent shall make personal deliv-
ery at the correct polling place before the closing
hour, for the ballot to be counted .

(4) If a municipality employs an electronic
voting system which utilizes a ballot that is
inserted into automatic tabulating equipment,
the municipality may distribute ballots for utili-
zation with the electronic votingg system as ab-
sentee ballots or it may distribute paper ballots
as absentee ballots

(5) Whenever an elector returns a spoiled or
damaged absentee ballot to the municipal clerk,
or an elector's agent under sub . (3) returns a
spoiled or, damaged ballot to the clerk on behalf
of an elector, ' and the clerk believes that the
ballot was issued to or on behalf of the elector
who is retu r ning it, the clerk shall issue a new
ballot to the elector or elector's agent, and shall
destroy the spoiled or damaged ballot . Any
request for a replacement ballot under this sub-
section must be made ' within the applicable time
limits under subs : (1) and (3) ;(c)

History: 1975 c 85 ss 37, 38; 65 ; 1975 c : 9Q199; 200 ; - 275,
422; 19777 c.. .394 ss , 14, 40, 41 ; 1979 c 232,. 311 .

6 .87 Absent, voting procedure. (1) Upon
request„ within the time requirements of s : 6 . . 86,
the municipal clerk shall write on the official
ballot, in the space for official indoisement , his
initials and his official title

(2) The municipal clerk shall place the ballot
in an unsealed envelope furnished by the clerk,
The envelope shall have the: name, official ; title .
and post-office address of the clerk upon its face ,.
The other. side of the envelope shall have a
printed certificate-affidavit in substant ially the
following form :

[STATE OF ,, . .:, .
County of ] '

< OT '

[(name of foreign country and city or other
jurisdictional unit)]

I, : . .., , (certify) (do solemnly swear) subject
to the penalties of s .: 12 .:60. (1 , ) ' (b), Wis . Stats ,
for false statements that I am a resident of the
[ . :- ward of the] (town) (village) of',. : . . , or of
the . . . aldermanic district in the cit y of' . . . . : ,
residing at . .: in said city, the county of _. . .. , state
of Wisconsin , and am entitled to vote in the
(ward) (election district) at the election to be
held on . ., ; that I am not voting at any other
location in this election ; that I cannot appear at
the polling place in the (ward) (election dis-
trict) on election day because I expect to be
absent from the municipality or because of age,
sickness, handicap, physical disability, religious
reasons, jury duty, or because I - have changed
my residence within the state from one ward or
election district to another within 10 days before
the election . I (certify) (swear) that I exhibited
the enclosed ballot unmarked to the (2 wit-
nesses) (person administering the oath), that I
then in (their) (his) (her) presence and in the
presence of no other person marked the ballot
and enclosed and sealed the same in this enve-
lope in such a manner that no one but myself and
any person tendering assistance under s 6 87
(5), Wisconsin . Statutes, if I requested assist-
ance, could know how I voted,

Signed . . :.. .
The (2 witnesses) (person administering the
oath) shall execute either' of the following as
appropriate:

We the undersigned witnesses, subject to the
penalties of s . 12,60 (1) (b), Wis . Stats, for-
false ': statements, certify that the above state-
ments a re true and the voting: procedure was
executed as there stated . Neither of us is a
candidate for any office on the enclosed ballot
(except in the case of an incumbent municipal
clerk) , : . The elector, wwas not solicited or advised
by us to vote for or' against any candidate or
measure . .

. (Name)
. . . .. . (Address)
_..(Name)

:. .(Address) ,
Subscribed and sworn to before me this . . . .

day of__, A .D ,;and I hereby certify that I
am not a candidate on the ballotupon which the
affiant voted (unless I am an incumbent munici-
pal clerk), that the voting procedure above was
executed as therein stated, and that the a ffi ant
was not solicited or advised by me to vote for of
against any candidate of measure.
.(Name)

.. . . . (Title)
(State or nation)
(3) The municipal clerk shall mail the absen-

tee ballot postage prepaid for return to the
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Sub . (4), which prescribes that the absentee voter shall
either make and subscribe to the affidavit or to the certifica-
tion, is directory and not mandatory, and printing their names
constituted substantial, albeit nontechnical compliance with
the statute's requirements . Lanser v. Koconis, 62 W (2d) 86,
214 NW (24 )'425

6.88 Voting and recording the absentee
ballot. (1) When an absentee ballot arrives at
the office ofthe municipal clerk, the clerk shall
enclose it, unopened, in a carrier envelope which
shall be securely sealed and endorsed with the
name and official title of the clerk, and the
words "This envelope contains an absent, aged,
sick, handicapped or disabled elector's ballot
and must be opened at the polls during polling
hours on election day" . The clerk shall keep the
ballot in the clerk's office until delivered, as
required in -.sub. (2) ;

(2) When an absentee ballot is received by
the municipal clerk prior to the delivery of the
official ballots to the election officials of the
ward in which the elector resides, the ballot
envelope, sealed in the carrier envelope, shall be
enclosed in the package and delivered to the
election inspectors of the proper ward . When
the official ballots for the ward' have been deliv-
ered to the election officials before the receipt of
an absentee ballot, the clerk shall immediately
enclose the envelope containing the absentee
ballot' in a carrier envelope as under sub .. (1) and
deliver it in person to the proper election
officials,;

(3) (a) Any time between the opening and
closing of the polls on election day, the ward
election inspectors shall open the carrier enve-
lope only, and announce the absent elector's
name. When the inspectors find that the certifi-
cation or affidavit has been properly executed,
the applicant is a qualified elector of the ward,
and the applicant has not voted in the election,
they shall- open the, envelope containing the
ballot : in a manner so as not to deface or destroy
the affidavit or certification thereon, The in-
spectors `shall take out the ballots without un-
folding them of permitting them to be unfolded
or .:examined and, after' verification that the
ballots have been indorsed by the issuing clerk,
deposit them in the proper' ballot boxes and enter
the absent elector's name of voting number after
his name. on the registration list the same as if he
had been present and voted in person .

(b) When the affidavit or certification is
found to be insufficient ; the applicant is nott a
qualified elector- in the ward, the ballot envelope'
is open or has been opened and resealed, the
ballot envelope contains more than one ballot of
any one kind, or if due proof appears to the
inspector that an absentee elector has since died,
the vote shall not be accepted or counted . Every
ballot not counted shall be indorsed on the back,
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elector's residence unless otherwise directed, or
shall deliver, it to the elector personally at the
clerk's office . . If the ballot is mailed to a location
other than the elector's residence, it shalll be
p repaid for return when mailed within ' the
United States

(4) The elector voting absentee shall either
make and subscribe to the affidavit before a
person authorized to administer , oaths or make
and subscribe to the certification befo r e 2 wit-
nesses . The absent elector, in the presence of the
administrator, of the oath or witnesses, shall
mark, punch or label the ballot in a manner that
will not disclose how the elector ' s vote is cast ..
The elector, shall then, still in the presence of the
administrator of' the oath or, the 2 witnesses, fold
the ballots if they are paper ballots so each is
separate and conceals the markings, punches or
labels thereon and deposit them in the proper ,
envelope, but may receive assistance under sub .,
(5), The return envelope shall then be sealed .
The witnesses o r the official oath administrator
may. not be a candidate.. The envelope shall be
mailed by 'the elector, postage prepaid, or deliv-
ered in person, to the municipal clerk issuing the
ballot. Failure to return the unused ballot in a
primary does not invalidate the ballot on which
the elector's votes are cast . .

(5) If a person requests assistance, an officer
authorized to administer ` oaths shall assist an
absentee elector who is unable to r ead, or who by
reason of physical disability is unable to mark,
punch or label his or her ballot, and shall then
sign his or her name to a certification on the
back of the ballot, substantially as provided
under s 5 .: 55 .

(6) The ballot shall be returned so it is
received by the municipal clerk in time for
delivery tothe polls before the closing hour. Any
ballot not mailed or delivered as provided in this
section shall not be counted . .

(7) Any candidate who administers the oath
or- serves as a witness shall be penalized by the
discounting of a number of votes for his candi-
dacy equal to the number of certificate-affidavit
envelopes bearing his signature ;

(8) The provisions of this section which
prohibit candidates from assisting or adminis-
tering the oath to absentee electors shall not
apply to the mun i cipal clerk in the performance
of his o fficial duties ..

History : 1971 c . 242 ; 1971 c 304 s . 29 (1), (2) ; 1975 a 85 ;
1975 c 93 s, 119 (2) ; 1975 c .199; 1977 c : .394 ; 1979 c 232,
260,311,355'

In consonance with the statutory rule of construction ap-
plicable , to the election laws, and the general rule as to
whether an election statute should be construed as being, ei-
ther mandatory or directory, the direction in (3) for mailing
or personal delivery of an absentee ballot and the provision in
(6) that a ballot not mailed or delivered as provided in the
section should not be counted, are directory and not manda-
tory . Lanser v . Koconis, 62 W (2d) 86,214 NW (2d) 425 ,
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"rejected (giving the reason)" . Each rejected
ballot shall be reinserted into the affidavit enve-
lope in which' it was delivered and the affidavit
envelopes and ballots shall- be enclosed and
securely sealed in an envelope marked for re-
jected absentee ballots. The inspectors shall
indorse the envelope, "defective ballots" with a
statement of the`ward and date of the election,
signed by the inspectors and returned to the
same official in the same manner as official
ballots voted at the election .
Histor y: 1971 c, 304 s. 29 (2) ; 1975 c. 85, 199 ; 1977 c 394

ss 43, 53 ; 1979 c 232, 260

6 .89 Absent electors list public. The mu-
nicipal clerk shall keep a listt of all electors who
make application for an absent elector's ballot
and who have voted under the absent elector
provisions giving the name, address and date of
application, The list shall be open to publicc
inspection :

CHALLENGING ELECTORS

6.92 Inspector making challenge . Each in-
spector shall challenge for cause any person
offering,to vote whom the inspector knows or
suspects is not a qualified elector ; If a person is
challenged as unqualified by an inspector, one of
the inspectors shall administer the following
oath or affirmation to thee person: "You do
solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will fully
and truly answer all questions put to you regard-
ing your place of'iesidence and qualifications as
an elector. of this election" ; and shall then ask
those, of the following questions which are ap-
propriate to test the person's qualifications :

(1) If challenged as unqualified on the
ground that he is not a citizen : Are you a citizen
of the United States?

(2) If" challenged as unqualified on the
ground that, he-,rs' not a resident of' the ward
where he offers his vote :,

(a) When did you last come into this ward?
(b)'.Did you come for a ,temporary purpose

only, or for the purpose off making . it your home?
(c) Did you come into thiss ward for, the

purpose .of voting here?
(d) Have you now and have you had for the

last 10 days a voting residence in this ward? If
so, what is the particular description, name and
location of your residence?

(e) If the answer to par . (d) is no, then : Have
you moved from the ward after the close of'
registration?

(f) Have you registered to vote at this elec-
tion at any other place within or outside this
state?

(g) Have you applied for an absentee ballot
at any place in this or, any other state?

(h) If' single, do you board for part of the
week, month or year with your parents?

(i) If you .,have no parents, or are self-
supporting, have you registered to vote in this
ward?

(j) Will you file your next state income tax
return as a resident of this ward?

(3) If challenged as unqualified on the
ground that he is not 18 years of age : Are you 18
years of age to the best of ,your knowledge and
belief'?

( 4) If challenged as unqualified on the
ground that he has made or become directly or
indirectly interested in any bet or wager depend-
ing upon the result of the election :

(a) Have you made, in any manner, any bet
or wager depending upon the result of this
election, or on the election of any person for
whom votes may be cast at thee election?

(b) ~Are you in any manner, directly or indi-
rectly, interested in any bet or wager depending
in any way uponn the result of this election?

(5) - If challenged as unqualifiedd on the
ground that he has been convicted of treason,
felony or bribery and not been subsequently
restored to civil rights :

(a) Have you ever been 'tried or convicted in
this state of any crime? If yes, then--

(b)' Of what crime, when and inwhat court
were you so convicted?

(c) Have you in any manner since the convic-
tion'.been restored to civil rights, andd if yes, how?

(6) The inspector's, or one of'them, shall ask
the challenged 'person any other or further ques-
tions to test qualifications as an elector at the
election,
History: 1971 c. 304 s : 29 (2) ; 1971 c . 336 s. 37 ; 1975 c 85

ss 41, 42, 43, 66 (3) ;19'75 c . 199, 200, 421 ; 1977 c 394

6.925 ` Elector making challenge in per-
son. Any elector may challenge for cause any
person' offering to vote whom the elector, knows
or suspects is not a qualified elector . If' a person
is challenged as unqualified by an elector, one of
the inspectors shall 'administer the following :
oath of :affirmation to the challenging elector :
"You do solemnly swear (oz affirm) that you
will fully and truly answer all questions put to
you regarding the challenged person's place of
residence and qualifications as an elector of"this
election"; and shall then ask those of the follow-
ing questions which are appropriate to test the
qualifications of the challenged elector :

(1) If challenged as unqualified on the
ground that the person is not a citizen : Is the
challenged person a citizen of the United
States?

( 2) °'If challenged as unqualified on the
ground that the'person is not a resident of the
ward where the person offers to vote :
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(a) When did the challenged person last
come into this ward?

(b) Did the challenged person come for a
temporary purpose only, or for, the purpose of
making it home?

(c) Did the challenged person come into this
ward for- the purpose of voting here?

(d) Has the person now and for- the last 10
days a voting residence in this ward? If'so, what
is the particular description, name and location
of the person's residence?

(e) If'the answer to par . (d) is no, then : Has
the challenged person moved from the ward
after the close of registration?

(f) Has the challenged person registered to
vote at this election at any other place within or
outside this state?

(g) Has the challenged person applied for an
absentee ballot at any place in this or any other
state?

(h) If single, has the challenged person
boarded for, part of the week, month or year with
the person's parents?

(i) If the challenged person has no parents, or
is self'-supporting, has the person registered to
vote in this ward?

(j) Will the challenged person file his or her
next state income tax return as a resident of this
ward?

(3) If challenged as unqualified on the
ground that the person is not 18 years of age : Is
the challenged person 18 years of age to the best
of your knowledge and belief?

(4) If challenged as unqualified on the
ground that the person has made or become
directly or- indirectly interested in any bet or
wager depending upon the result of the election :

(a) Has the challenged person made, in any
manner, any bet or wager depending upon the
result of this election, or on the election of any
person for' whom votes may be cast at the
election?

(b) Is the challenged person in any manner,
directly or indirectly, interested in any bet or
wager' depending in any way upon the result of"
this election?

(5) If' challenged as unqualified on the
ground that the person has been convicted of
treason, felony or bribery and not been subse-
quently restored to civil rights :

(a) Has the challenged person ever been tried
or convicted in this state-of any crime? If yes,
then-

(b) Of'what crime, when and in what court
was the challenged person so convicted?

(c) Has the challenged person in any manner
since the conviction been restored to civil rights,
and if yes, how?

6 .95 Marking challenged electorr ballot .
Whenever the inspectors under ss . 6.92 to 6.94
decide to receive the vote of 'a person offering to
vote who has been challenged, before depositing
the ballot they shall write on thee back of the
ballot the serial number, of'the challenged person
corresponding to the registration or poll list
number kept at the election . When the inspec-
tors similarly decide to receive the vote of a
challenged person offering to vote where voting
machines are used, his or her vote shall be
received only upon an absentee ballot furnished
by the municipal clerk which shall similarly

167 THE ELECTORS 6.95 . :

(6) The inspector's, or one, of' them, shall askk
the challenging person any further questions to
test the challenging person's knowledge of the ::
qualifications of the challenged person- as an
elector, at the election . .

History: 19'75 c 85, 199; 197 7 c . . .394..

6.93 Challenging the absent elector . The
vote of any absent elector may be challenged for
cause and the inspectors of election shall have all
the power and authority given them to hear, and
determine the legality of the ballot the same as if
the ballot had been voted in person . .

6 .935 Challenge based on incompetency .
Section 6.03 (3) applies to any challenge of a
person's right to vote under s . 6 .

.92, 6 or 6 based on an allegation that an elector is incapa-
ble of understanding the objective of the elective
process and thereby ineligible to vote..

History : 1977 c . 394 ; 1979 c. 110 .

6 .94 Challenged elector oath . If the person
challenged refuses to answer fully any relevant
questions put to him by the inspector under s,
6 ..92, the inspectors shall reject his vote . . If' the
challenge` is not withdrawn after the person
of'f'ering to vote has answered the questions, one
of the inspectors shall administer' to him the
following oath or af'f'irmation : "You do solemnly
swear (or af'fitm) that : you are 18 years of'age ;
you are a citizen of the United States ; you are
now and for 10 days have been a resident of this
ward except under s 6,02 (2) ; you have not
voted at this election ; you have not made any bet
or wager or become directly or indirectly inter-
ested in any bet or wager depending upon the
result of'this election ; you are not on any other
ground disqualified to vote at this election" If"
the person challenged refuses to take the oath or
affirmation, his vote shall be rejected If the
person takes the oath or affirmation and fulfills
the registration requirements, when applicable,
his vote shall be received

Histor y: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2) ; 1971 c 336 s 37 ; 1975 c . 85
ss 45, 66 (3) ; 1977 c . . 394 s 54
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have the corresponding serial number from the
registration or, poll list printed on the back of the
ballot before the ballot is deposited'

History, 1977 c 427
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