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CHAPTER 8

NOMINATIONS, PRIMARIES, ELECTIONS

801 : Method of nomination: 8.16 Partisan nominations.
8 02 Nomination paper circulation date 5 :17 Political party committees .
8 03 =nominations 8.18 Nomination of presidential electors.
8 04 Nomination paper signatures , 8 . 185 Write-in candidates for president and vice president.
805 Nomination in towns and villages 8 Party name .
8 . 06 Municipalities may call special elections , 8 .20 Nomination of ' independent candidates ,
8 07 Validity of nomination papers . . 8 .21 Declaration of candidacy .
8 10 Nominations forr spr ing election , 8.25 Election of state and federal officers .
8 .11 Spring primary 8..28 Challenge to residency qualifications . .
8 12 Presidential pref8rence vote .. ' 830 Candidates ineligible for ballot placement .
8 Accessibility of presidential caucuses . 8.:35 Vacancies after nomination ..
8 .13 Commission city p r imary . 5. 50 Special elections ..
8 15 Nominations for September primary. 855 Special referenda.

8.01 Method of nomination . Candidates for elective office same election at different times , the earlier paper is valid and
shall be nominated according to this chapter . the later paper is invalid .

History : 1979 c. 260
8 .02 Nomination paper circulation date . Whenever a spe-
cific date is not given to begin circulation of nomination $-05 Nomination in towns and villages. Every candidate

papers, the first dayy for- circulation shall be the first day of the for an elective office in a town or- village shall be nominated

month one month pzior, to the month in which the filing under this section .
deadline is scheduled . Signatures shall not be counted if (1) Caucus„ (a) When nomination papers are not used,,
signed and dated pr ior, to the first day for circulation there; shall be a caucus to nominate candidates . . The gov-

erning body shall between December 1 and January l decide
8.03 Multiple nominations . (1) The name of anyy person the date of the caucus . The date of the caucus may be
nominated to the same office by more than one party or established between the first Tuesday in January and the last
primary' or nominated for more than onee partisan or, state Tuesday in January, When possible, preference should be
nonpartisan office shall appear under the party first nom nat- given to having the caucus on the last Tuesday in January
ing him or her or under , the office to which he or, she was first - (b) Whenever a caucus is held, the municipal clerk: shall
nominated . If the double nomination is simultaneous ,, the give notice of the time and date for the caucus by posting in
person nominated, before the deadline for filing nomination his office and by one publ ication in a newspaper under ch : ;
papers shall file a written statement with the same person with 985 , at least . 5 days before the date of the caucus ,
whom he or she files nomination papers stating the person's (c) The town chairman or village president together , with
party or office preference If the candidate fails to select the the municipal clerk shall serve as caucus officials If the
partyy or office, the filing officer shall place the candidate's chair man or president is a candidate , he shall call for the
name on the ballot under either party or office, but may not election of officials to conduct the caucus.. The officials shall
permit it to . appear more than once :' If a candidate is be elected by acclamation or , ballot as the meeting directs ,
nominated at a primary election for partisan office or non- The electors attending the meeting shall select 2 tellers to
partisan state office on a ballot where his or her, name appears canvass the vote for each office at the caucus .
or~ by nomination papers filed by the candidate , and is also (d) Names of candidates shall be placed in nomination
nominated by wr ite-in votes at the pr imary election to either by motion made and seconded from the floor or by
another office , of to the same office as the candidate of a writing the candidate' s name on a slip of paper distributed by
different party, the candidate does not have a choice ,, but the tellers to those electors attending the caucus .. Only
shall be placed on the ballot for the election under the office persons placed in nomination shall be voted on .
and party for which the candidate 's name appeared on the (e) : Nominations shall be made for, one office at a time ..
primary ballot or for which the candidate had filed nomina- Candidates f'or, the office of town supervisor ' when elected
tion papers. Jointlyand of village trustee shall be considered one office for

(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply when a candidate for, the purposes of nomination and election „
office of president or vice president of "the United States is (f) Before balloting the caucus chairman shall announce
nominated for another elective office dur ing the same elec- the names of all candidates placed in nomination
tion If the candidate is elected president or vice president of (g) The voting for each office shall be by ballot , but the
the United States such election shall void his election to any caucus chairman may dispense with voting when only one or
other office, A special election shall be held to fill any office 2 persons are nominated for the same office
vacated under this subsection. . (h) The 2 candidates receiving the highest number of votes

(3) This section does not affect the law of compatibility of cast for each office shall be nominated and certified by the
offices .. : caucus chairman and tellers to the municipal clerk . . If a town

History :' 1979 c 260 , under s„ 5 .60 (6) elects its supervisors to unnumberedd seats ,
candidates equal to twice the number of positions to be filled,

8.04 Nomination paper signetur es. If " any person signs who receive the most votes , shall be nominated and certified ;
nomination , papers for 2 candidates for, the same office in the (i) Village trustees , excluding the office of village president ,
same election at different times, the earlier signature is valid shall be nominated together and at large . Candidates, equall
and the later signature is invalid , If any person circulates a to twice the number of positions to be filled, who receive the
nomination paper, for 2 candidates for the same office in the most votes , shalll be nominated and certified.
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(j) The municipal clerk shallnotify in writing each candi- (c) Notice shall be given, under ss 10 . . 01 ` (2) (a) and 10.06
date whose name is certified as a nominee under par.. (h) of his (3) (a)„
or her nomination . Upon receipt of the notice , each candi- (d) When this subsection is used , no additional candidates
date shall file a declaration of candidacy in the manner may be nominated under sub . . (i) . .
prescribed by s . 8 .21 with the municipal clerk making the (5) WHEN PRIMARY is xELD . Towns and villages adopting
notification no later than 5 p .m. on the 5th day after the the nonpartisan pr imary to nominate candidates , under subs ,
notificati on is mailed or personally delivered to the candidate (3) and (4) , shall holdd a pr imary only when the number of
by the municipal cle rk. If the candidate has not filed a candidates for an elective office inthe municipality exceeds
registrationn statement under s.. 11 . 05 at the time of the twice the number to be elected to the office . Those offices for
notification , the candidate shall file the statement with thee which -a primary has been held shall have only the names of
declaration, A candidate for municipal judge shall also file a candidates nominated at the pr imaryy appear on the official
statement of economic interests with the ethics board under s spring election ballot „ When the number of candidates for an
19 .43 (4) no later than 4 :30 p ,m,, on the 5th day after office does not exceed twice the number to be elected , their
notification of nomination is mailed or personally delivered names shall appear on the official ballot for, the election
to the candidate by the municipal clerk .. Upon receipt of the Without 'a primary ..
declaration of candidacy and registration statement , of each (6) M$xoMtrrES COUNTY, In counties containing only one
qualified candidate, and uponn filing of a statement of eco- town candidates shall be nominated for the office of" supeivi-
nomic interests by each candidate for municipal judge , the sots at large and by wards, and all applicable provisions of'
municipal clerk shall place the name of the candidate on the this section shall apply to their selection . In selecting the
ballot . . candidates for ward supervisor by caucus, the candidates for

(3) TOWN NONPARTISAN PRIMARY. (a) In lieu of sub . (1), the each ward shall be selected separately , and only those electors
electors either by referendum or at the town meeting may shall participate in each as are residents of ' that ward. Any
provide foxy nomination of elective town office candidates at a yard candidate seekingg nomination by the circulation o£ '
nonpartisan primary conducted as provided in sub. (5) . The nomination pape rs shall incorporate in his nomination pa-
nomination papers shall be signed by not less than 20 nor pens a statement that the signers are qualified electors of ' that
more than 100 electors of the town .. The nomination papers ward,'
shall be circulated not sooner , than December 1 preceding the History : 19 71 c. 304 s 29 (2); 19 73 c. 280 ; 19 7 7 c 340; 1977 o 447 ss 11,
election and shall be filed with the town clerk not later than 5 210 ; 1979 c 311 ; 1983 a, 484 ; 19 ssa. .304 :
p m . the first Tuesday in January , or the next day if Tuesday 8.06 Municipalities may call special elections. Towns ,is a holiday cities and villages may call special elections for any lawful

(b) Notice shall be given under ss„ 1O0 1 (2) (a) and 10 06 purpose
(2) (a) : Hisfoty: 1979 c. 32 :

(c) When this subsection is used , no additional candidates
may be nominated under sub.. (1) 8.67 Validity s of nomination papers. The board shall , by

(d) The question of adoption of the nonpartisan primary: rule, prescribe standards consistent with this chapter to be
under this subsection may be submitted to the electors at any used by all election officials in determining the validity of
regular election held in the town or at a special election called nomination papers and s ignatures thereon .
for the purpose . When a petition signed by 20 electors of ' the History: 1983 a : asa ,
town is filed with the town clerk so requesting, the question 8 .10 Nominations for spring election . (1) Candidates for
shall be submitted to a vote , office to be filled at the spring election shall be nominated by

(e) Petitions requesting a vote on the question at a regular nomination papers , or by nomination papers and selection at
town electionn shall be filed nolater than 5 p.m. the last the primary if a primary is held, except as ptovided for towns
Tuesday in February . When the petition is filed, thee clerk and villages under s . . 8. .05 . Unless designated in this section or
shall check its sufficiency .. Whether at a regular or speciall s 8.05, the general provisions pertaining to nomination at the
election, the clerk shall give separate notice by one publica- September pr imary apply.:
tion in a newspaper at least 5 days before the election :: (2) (a) Nomination papers for offices to be filled at the

(f) The ballot used for the referendum quest ion shall be sp ri ng election shall be circulated not sooner than December
arranged under, s . 5 .60 (7) andd shall ask: " Shall all candidates I preceding the election and shall be filed not later than 5 p.m.
in the town of .,,. . for elective town offices be nominated at a on the first Tuesday in Januar y,oz the next day if Tuesday is a
nonpartisan primary"?, holiday .

(g) If a majority of the votes cast are in the affirmative, a (b) Each nomination paperr shall have substantially the
nonpartisan primary; under sub . (5) , shall thereafter- be held following wo rds printed at the top :
to obtain candidates for elective town offices .. I, the undersigned, request that the namee of (insert candi-

(4) VILLAGE NONPARTISAN PRIMARY,. (a) A major ity of the date's last name plus first name or initial, and middle name,
: governing body of any village may provide under s . 8 , 11 (1) former legal surname or middle initial or initials if desired ,
(a) and (b) that candidates for elective village office shall be but no other~ abbreviations, nicknames or, titles) , residing at
nominated by a nonpartisan pr imary, under sub . (5) . Deter- (insert candidate's street address) be placed on the ballot at
mination of the governing body to provide for such pr imary the (spring or special) election to be held on (date of election)
under s. 8.11 (l) (a) shall be made not later than December 1 as a candidate so that voters will have the opportunity to vote
preceding the election. for(him or, her) for the office of (name of office) . I am eligible

(b) Nomination papers shall be signed by not less than 20 to vote in the (name of jurisdiction or district in which
nor more than 100 electors of the village . The papers shall be candidate seeks ' office) ;. I have not signed the nomination
circulated not sooner than December 1 preceding the election paper of any other candidate for the same office at this
and shall be filed with the village clerk not later than 5 p .m. election . :
the first Tuesday in January, or the next day if Tuesday is a , (c) Each candidate shall include his or her mailing address
holiday. on the candidate's nomination papers



(3) The affidavit of a qualified elector under s. 815 (4) (a)
shall be appended to each nomination paper „ The number of
required signatures on nomination papers filed under ' this
section is :

(a) For statewide offices, not less than 2,000 nor, more than
4 ,00.0 electors ;

(am) For court of appeals judges,, not less than 1,000 nor,
more than 2,000 electors; - _

(b) For judicial offices notspecifi ed in gars , (a), (am) and
(c), not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors;

(c) For , judicial offices in counties over 500,060 population,
not less than 1 ,000 nor more than . 2,000 electors ;

(cm) For county executives in counties over 500 , 000 popu-
lation , not less than 2,000 nor , more than 4,000 electors ;

(d) For county executives in counties between 100 ,000 and
500,000 population, not less than 500 nor more than 1,000
elector's;

(e) Foi county executives in counties under 100 ,000 popu-
lation , not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors;

(f) For, supervisors in counties over, 500,000 population ,
not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors ;

(g) For supervisors in counties between 100,000 and
500,000 population, not less than . 1000 nor more than 200
electors ;

(h) For supervisors in counties under 100,000 population ,
not less than 20 nor more than 100 electors ;

(hm) For members of ' the metropolitan sewerage commis-
sion in districts over 1 ,000 ;000 population , not less than 1 ,000
nor more than 2, 000 electors , in distr i cts over- 200,1000 but not
over 1,000,000 population, not less than 200 nor more than
400 electors, and in districts not over 200 , 000 population ,, not
less than 100 not, more than 200 electors .

(i) For' cityy offices in i st class cities, not less than 1,500 nor
more than 3,000 electors for city-wide offices, not less than
200 nor more than 400 electors f'or, aldermen elected from
aldermanic districts and not less than 400 not more than 800
electors for members oftheboard of' schooi directors elected
from combined aldermanic districts.

(j) For city offices in 2nd and 3rd class cities , not less than
200 nor more than 400 electors for city-wide offices and not
less than 20 nor more than 40 electors for' aldermen elected
from aldermanic districts .

(k) For city offices in 4th class cities, not less than 50 nor
more than 100 for- city-wide offices and not less than . 20 nor,
nmote than 40 electors for aldermen elected from aldermanic
districts..

(km) For school district officer in any schooll district which
contains territory lying within a 2nd class city, not less than
100 nor more than 200 electors

(ks) For school district officer in any school district wh ich
does not contain territory lying within a 1st or- 2nd class city ,
if nominationn papers are required under '.: s . 120 .06 (6) (a) , not
less than 20nor more than 100 electors , .

(1), For other offices, not less than 20 nor, mmore than 100
electors .. .
' (4) (a) All signers on each nomination paper shall reside in

the jurisdiction or district which the candidate named on the
paper will represent, ifelected .

(b) Only one signature per pe rsonn for the same office is
valid In addition to his or her- signature, each signer of a
nomination paper shall list his or her municipality of resi-
dence for voting purposes , the street and number, if any , on
which the signer resides , and tfie date of signing .

(5) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declara-
tion of candidacy under s,. 8 . 21 . If a candidate has not filed a
registration statement under s :. 11 .05 at the time he or she files
nomination papers, the candidate shall file the statement with

the papers . . A candidate for state office or municipal judge
shall also file a statement of economic interests with the ethics
board under s. 19 , 43, (4) no later than 4 :30 p , m „ on the 3rd day
following the last day for filing nomination papers under sub .
(2 ) ( a).

(6) Nomination papers shall be filed :
(a) For state offices; municipal ; judges, if they are elected

under s_755,01 (4); or seats on a metropolitan sewerage
commission ; if the commissioners are elected under s . . 66,23
(11) (am), in the office of the board .

(b) For county offices, in the office of the county clerk ox
board of election commissioners .

(c) For city offices and other offices voted for exclusively
within the municipality, except the office of county supervi-
sor ; in the office of the municipal clerk or board of' election
commissioners .

(d) For, school district offices to be voted for with in more
than ' one municipality, with the person designated by the
school board as the filing official for their , school di s trict ,
H istory: "- 197T c. 304 s.. 29 (1), (2); 19' 73 c. 280 ; 1973 c.. 334 s .: 57 ; 19 75 c: 93,

328, 422;1977 c .. 187, .340, 427, 445, 449 ; 197 9 c . 221, 249, 260, 355 ; 1983 a .. 484;
1985-a . 89, 304

Petitioner who timely filed with county clerk rather than with board under
(6) (a) is barred from ballot.. State ex ret. Ahlgrimm v .. State Elections Bd . 82
W (2d) 585, 263 NW (2d) 152 ..

8.11 Spring primary. (1) CITY, (a) A primary maybe held in
any cityy for the nomination of candidates for city office . .
When a majority of all the members of the governing body of
a 'city decide upon a spring primary for any specific election,
they shall so provide not later , than 3 days after the deadline
for filing nomination papers .

(b) Any city may provide by chatter ordinance, under s.
6601, that whenever ` 3 or more candidates file nomination
papers for a city office , a primary to nominate candidates for
the office shall be held,

(c) Whenever electors , equal to at least 10% of the vote for
goveanor, in the city at the last general election, file petitions
requesting a primary within 3 days after the deadline for- filing
nomination papers, there shall be a primary for any specific
election.

, (d) When the number-of 'candidates for any city office does
not exceed .d twice the number to be elected to the office, no
primary may be held for the office and the candidates' names
shall appear on the ballot for the ensuing election .,

(2) MILWAUKEE COUNTY ., A primary shall be held in
counties having a population of 500 , 000 or more whenever
there are more than twice the number of candidates to be
elected to any judicial office within the county or to the
county board of supervisors from any one district,

(2m) FIRST CLASS CITY SCHOOL BOARD . A primary shall be
held in cities of the 1st class whenever there are more than 2
candidates for anyy at-large seat or any combined aldermanic
district seat which is to be filled on the board of school
directors in that year .

(3) STATE., A primary shall be held i f ' more than 2 candi -
dates file nomination papers fo r the office of state superin-
tendent, for ; justice, for court of appeals judge in the same
district or for-judge of the same branchh of circuit court,

(4) PRIMARY ExcLUSivE . Those offices for which a primary
has been held shall have only the names of candidates
nominated at the primary appear on the official spring
election ballot..

(5) CourriY suPERVCSOxs. AA primary shall be held in an
election for county board supervisor whenever 3 or more
candidates file nomination papers .

History : 1973 c . 118 s. 7 ; 19 7.3 c. 243; 19 '7'I c . 1 87, 445, 449; 19' 79 c . 260,
311 ; 1983 a . 192, 484; 1985 a .. 225, 304 .
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sub . (1) (b) of the results of the presidential preference vote
cast within the state and within each congressional district.

History- 1973 c, 934 ss . 16, 57• '1975 c. 93, - F85, 199; . 422 ; 1977 c. 4 27; 1979
c 34, 260, 31 1 , 355; 1983 a,. 484 ; 1, 985 ; a. 304 ss. 100 to 106, 156.

See note to art, I, sec .. 1, citing Democratic Party ofUS v Wisconsin, 45.0us 107 (1 98 1)8

.125 Accessibility of presidential caucuses . Any political
party which holds a caucus open to the public for the purpose
of selecti ng delegates to the national presidential nominating
convention of the party shall hold the caucus in a place which
is accessible to persons in wheelchairs .

I3dsSoey : 1985 a 304

8.13 , Commission c ity primary . At the first primary after
adoption . of the commission form of government the 2
candidates for mayor`and the 4 candidates for council mem-
bers receiving the highest number, of votes shall be nomi.-
inated ., At subsequent primaries the 2 candi dates receiving the
most votess for, either office shall be nominated. Only the
names of the nominees shall appear on the spring election
ballot.

Histo4 1985 a 135 s.. 83 (2) .

8.15 ' Nominationsfor September primary. (1) Nomination
papersshall be circulated not sooner than June k preceding
the election and shall be filed not later than 5 p .m. on the 2nd
Tuesday of July in those years when a September primary is
hello Only those candidates for whom nomination papers
containing the necessary signatures acquired within the allot-
fed time and filed before the deadline may have their names
appear- on the official September primary ballot .

(2) Only one signature per person for- the same office is
valid' In addition 4o his or her signature, each signer of a
nomination paper shall list his or he r municipality of resi-
dence for voting purposes, the street and number, if any , on
which the signer resides, and the date of signing .

(3) All signers on each separate nomination paper for all
state offices ,' county offices, and the , offices of U S . : senator ,
and representative in congress shall reside in the , jui isdict on
or district which the candidate named on the paper will
represent, if elected ;,

(4) (a) The affi davit of a qualified elector stating his or~ her
residence with street and number , if any, shall appear at the
bottom of each nomination paper , stating he or she person ..
ally circulated the `nom nation paper and personally obtained
each of the signatures ; he or she knows they are electors of the
ward, aldermanic district, municipality or county, as the
nomination paperss require; he or she knows they signed the
paper with full knowledge of its content; he or she knows
their respective residences given ; he or she knows each signer
signed on the date stated opposite his or her name; and, that
he si r she, the"affiant;''resides within the distr ict which the
candidate named therein will represent, if elected; that he or
she intends to support the' candidate;; and that he or she is
aware- that falsifying the affidavit is punishable under ss.
12 . 13 (3) (a) and 946 .32 (1) (a), Wis . stats . The affidavit may
be made by the candidate or any qualified elector . The
nomination papers are valid with or' without the seal of the
officer who administers the oath.

(b) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declara-
tion of candidacy under s . ' 8.21 ' If a candidate for state or
local office has not filed a registration statement under s .
11 .05 at the time he or she files nomination papers,' the
candidate shall file the statement with the papers. A candi-
date for state office shall also file a statement of economic
interests with the ethics board no later than the end of the 3rd
day following the last day for filing nomination papers under

8.92 Presidential preference vote. (1) SELECTION OF NAMES
FOR BALLOT . (a) No later tha n 5 p .m,: on the first Tuesday i s
January, or the next day if Tuesday is a holiday , i n each year,
in which elector s for president and vice president are to be
elected, the state chairperson of each recognized political
party listed on the official ballot at the la s t gubernatorial
election whose candidate for, governor received at least 10%
of the total votes cast for that office may certify to the board
that the party will participate in the presidential preference
primary. For each party filing such a c ertification , the voters
of this state shall at the spring election be given an opportu-
nity to express thei r preference for the person to be the
presidential candidate of that party.

(b) ()n the last Tuesday in January in each year in which
electors fo r president and vice ; president - are to be elected ,
there shall be convened in the capitol a .committee consisting
of, for each party filing a certification under this subsect ion ,
the, state chairman of that state party organization or the
chairman's designee, one .e na tional committeeman and one
national committeewomann designated by the state chairman;
the speaker or the minor ity leader of the assembly or, their
designees, and the president or minority leader of the senate
or, theirr designees. All designations shall be made in writing
to the board. This committee shall organize by , selecting an
additional member who shall be the chairman and shall
determine, and certify to the board no later than on the
Friday following the last Tuesday in January, the names of all
candidates ofthe political partiess represented on the commit-
tee for the office of president of the United States. The
committee shall place the names of all candidates whose
candidacy is generally advocated or, recognized i n the na-
tional mews media throughout the United States onthe ballot ,
and may, in addition, place the names ofother candidates on
thee ballot. The committee shall have solee discret i on to
determine that a candidacy is generally advocated or recog-
nized in the national news media throughout the United
States .'

(c) No later- than 5 p .m , on the 3rd Tuesday in February' of
each presidential election year , any, per son seeking the nomi-
nation byte national co nventi on of a political party filing a
certificati on under, this subsection for the office of president
ofthe United States, or any committee organized in this state
on behalf of and with the consent of such person, may submit
to the board a ~petition ° to have the pet-son's name appear on
the presidential preference ballot . The pe tition may be
circulated no sooner, than the last Tuesday in January of such
year, and shall be signed by a number of qualified electors
equal in each congressional district to not less than . 1 ,000
signatures not, more than 1,500 signatures . The form of the
petition shall be the same as provided in s. 8.15 insofar as
applicable . All, signers on each separate petiti on paper shall
reside in the same congressional district .

(d) The board shall forthwith contact each person whose
name has been placed in nomination under, par . (b) and notify
him o r her that his ar, hey name will appear on the Wisconsin
presidential prefe rence ballot unless he or she files, no later
than 5 p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday in Februaryy of'such year ,with
the board, ' a disclaimer stating , without qualification that he
or she is not and does not intend to become a candidate for
the office of president of the United States at t he forthcoming
presidential election, The disclaimer may be filed with the
board by certified mail, telegram or in person .

(2) BALLOTS . The form of the official ballots shall be
prescribed by theboard under s .. . 5 .60 (8) .

(3) REPORTING or, RESULTS. No late ` than the last Monday
in April following the presidential prefe rence vote, the board
shall notify each state party organiza tion chairperson under
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vote cast in the jurisdiction or distri ct for the party's gubeina-
toxi al candidate at the last general election or, the number of
votess equivalent to the minimum number of signatures re-
quired on nomination papers for that office under s . 8,15 (6) ,
whichever is greater, and unless:

(a) The person files a declaration of candidacy under s .
8 .. 21 ;

(b) If' the person is a candidate for state office, the person
files a statement of economic interests under s . 1943 (4) , no
later than 4:30 p .m on the 3rd day after notification of
nomination is mailed or personally delivered to the person by
the board; and

(c) If the person is a candidate for state or local office , the
person files a registration statement under s .. 11 ..05 . .

(2m) Independent candidates may not be nominated by
write-in votes but shall file nomination papers under s . 8 . . 20..

(3) Where the boundar i es of a district in which the candi-
date of a political party seeks office have been changed since
the most recent gubernatorial election such that it is not
possible to calculate the exact percentage of write-in votes ,
under sub : . (2) , which are needed by that candidate to become
the nom inee of the party , the number of votes cast for a
political party's nominee for governor at the last general
election in each ward or aldermanic district, or each munici-
pality where there are no wards , which is wholly contained
within the boundaries of the newly formed district shall be
calculated, If a candidatee of a political party in a newly
formed distr ict does not obtain 5% of the number of votes
calculated or the number of votes equivalent to the minimum
number of signatures required under s .. 8 . 15 (6) , whichever is
greater , the candidate shall not appear on the ballot as the
candidate of that partyfor the office sought .. :

(4) A 'recognized political party which participated in the
most recent gubernatori al election but loses its ballot position
and subsequently regains such position under s .. 5 , 62 (2) does
not cease to be a political party for ' purposes of qualification
under subs. (2) and (3)

(5) Any candidate for a partisan state office may also
qualify for payments under s .. 1L50 if the candidate meets the
requirements specified in s . 11 ., 50; however, a candidate who
qualifies under this section for placement on the official
ballot at the general election shall appear on such ballot
regardless of whether he or she qualifies for payments under
s. 11.50,,

(6) The persons who receive the greatest number of ' votes
respectively for the offices of governor, and lieutenant gover-
nor on any party ballot at a primary shall be the party's joint
candidates for the offices , and their names shall so appear on
the official ballot at the next election „

(7) Nominees chosen at a national convention and under s ..
8 ,: 1$ (2) by each party entitled 4o a September primary ballot
shall be the party 's candidates for president , vice president
and, presidential electors: The state or national chairperson
of each such party shall certify the names of the party' s
nominees for president and v ice president to the board no
later than 5 p.m . on the first Tuesday in September preceding
a presidential election. Each name shall be in one of the
formats authorized in s „ 7 . 08 (2) (a) .

History : ] 9 '75 c . 41, 93,199 ; 19' 7'7 c . 107, 383,427,447; ' 1983 a .. 484; 1985 a. .
304 .

The vote percentage requirement set forth in (2) applies to special partisan
primary elections., 61 Atty . Gen . 172

Five per cent requirement of (2) did not violate equal protection nor did it
burden rights to associate and cast votes effectively .. Blair v . Hebl, 498 F Supp .
756 (1980),

8.17 , Political party committees . (1) (a) Political parties
qualifying for a separate ballot under s. 5 . 62 (1) (b) or (2) shall
elect their party committeemen and committeewomen at the

(5) (a) Each nomination paper shall have substantially the
following words printed at the top :

I , the undersigned, request that the name of (insert candi-
date 's last name plus first name or initial , and middle name,
former legal surname or middle initial or initials if desired ,
but no other abbreviations, nicknames or, titles) residing at
(insert candidate ' s street address) be placed on the ballot at
the (general or special) election to be held on (date of'election)
as a candidate representing the (name of party) so that voters
will have the opportunity to vote for (him or her) for the
office of (name of office) . I am eligible to vote in (name of
juri sdiction or district in which candidate seeks office) .. I have
not signed the nomination paper of any other candidate for
the same ` office at this election . .

(b) Each candidate shall include his or her- mailing address
on the candidate 's nomination papers..

(6) The number of required signatures on nomination
papers shall be as follows :

(a) For state-wide offices, not less than 2 ,000 nor more
than 4,000 electors.

(b) Fox, representatives in congress, not less than 1,000 nor
more than 2,000 electors

(c) For, state senators, not less than 400 nor more than 800
electors

(d) For representatives to the assembly , not less than 200
nor more than 400 electors .

(e) For county offices , nott less than 500 nor, more than
1 , 000 electors in counties over 100,000 population and not
less than 200 nor more than 400 electors in counties of
100 , 000 population or less.

(7) A candidate mayy not run in more than one party
primary at the same time . No filing official may accept
nomination papers for, the same person in the same election
for more than one party , An independent candidate at a
partisan primary or, oother election may not file nomination
papers as the candidate of a recognized polit ical party for- the
same office at the same elect ion.. A person who files nomina-
tion papers as the candidate of a recognized political party
may not file nomination papers as an independent candidate
for the same office at the same election „

(8) Nomination papers shall be filed :
(a) For state offices and the offices of U ..S . senator and

representati ve in congress, in the office of the board „
(b) For, county offices, in the office of the county clerk or

board of election commissioners,
(9) Upon, filing of nomination papers by any cand idate for

representative in congress, state senator or representative to
the assembly under this section or upon appointment or
nomination of such a candidate by write- in vote , the board
shall provide to the candidate a copy of thee map or maps,
received under s . 1 :6 .. 96 (3) (b), required to, show the bounda-
ries of the district wh ich the candidate seeks to represent „

History: 1971 c 304 ss 13, 29 (1), (2) ; 1973 c . 334 s . 57 ; 1977 c . 107, 427 ;
19'79 a 249, ' 260, 311 ; 1983 a. 29, . 484 ; 1985 a . 304. .

Candidate for election to Congress need not be a resident of the district at
the time he files his nomination papers and executes the declaration of intent to
accept the office if elected , A candidate for Congress must be an inhabitant of

.the state at the time of election . 61 Atty , Gen.. 155

8.16 Partisan nominations . (1) The person who receives the
greatest number of votes for- an office on any party ballot at a
primary shall be the party's candidate for the office, and that
person's name shall so appear on the official ballot at the next
election... . All independent candidates shall appear on the
general election ballot regardless of the number of votes
received by suchh candidates at the September pr imary .

(2) A person who receivess only write-in votes shall not
appea r on the ballot as the candidate of a recognized political
party for an office unless the person receives at least 5% of ' tke
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winner the one of them who was the first to file proper
nomination papers .

(c) The term of office of each elected or appointed commit-
teeman or committeewoman shall end on the date of the
meeting held under sub.. (5) (b) following each September
primary..

(5) (a) The county committee of each political party shall
consist of the duly elected committeemen and commit-
teewomen and appointed committeemen and commit-
teewomen residing in the county .

(b) A combined meeting of the county committee and
members in good standing of the party in the county shall be
held no sooner than 15 days after the September primary and
no later, than April T of' the following ,year . . At this meeting,
the county commi tteee offices of chairman , vice chairman,
secretary and treasurer shall be filled by election by the
committeemen, committeewomen and party members
presen t and voting, each of 'whom. is entitled to one vote . . At
this meeting, the county committee shall elect the members of
the congressional district committee as provided in sub . (6)
(b) , (c) and (d) .. The secretary of' the county committee shall
give at lea st ? days' written notice of ' the meeting to party and
committee members . Individuals elected as county commit-
tee officers or as congressional district committee members
may be, but are not required to be, committeemen or, commit-
teewomen . They are required to be party members in good
standing . . Their terms begin during the meeting immediately
upon completion and verification of the voting for' each
office :

(c) The secretary of ' the county committee sh all notify the
county clerk in writing of the name and address of the elected
county committee chairman within 10 days of his or her,
election..

(d) Thee chairman of the county committee shall notify the
chairman of the state committee of the names and addresses
of the individuals elected as congressional district committee
members within 10 days of their election .

(e) Except as authorized in this paragraph, all county
committee meetings shall be called by the chairman of the
county committee . The secretary of the county committee
shall give at least 7 days ' written notice of each meeting to the
committee members . A majority of committee members
may, upon petition to the chairmann signed by all of them,
demand that the chairman call a meeting .. If after 3 days the
chairman has failed to do so , the demanding members may
designate one of them to call and preside at a meeting , also
upon at least 7 days' written notice to all committee members.
The member so designated shall provide the notice .. Meetings
called in either manner have equal standing .

(f) Any of the county committee officers named in par ,: (b)
may be removed from office at any meeting of the committee
if at least two-thirds of the committeemen or , commit-
teewomen are present ; at least 7 days' written notice of the
meeting is given to members of the party in the county ; the
notice discloses that discussion of' the removal of one or more
officers is on the agenda ; and the notice includes and identi-
fies this paragraph.. Any such removal, and subsequent filling
of avacancy , shall be by vote of the committeemen, commit-
teewomen and party members present and voting, each of
whom is entitledd to one vote. :

(g) Any vacancy in any county committee office, except the
offices named in par:. (b) shall be filled by the county
committee, except that the county committee chairman may
temporarily fill any vacancy.,

(h) The county committee may appoint a committeeman
or committeewoman for any election district in which no one
was elected . An apppointed committeeman or committeewo-

September primary .. The function of comm itteemen and
committeewomen is to represent their neighborhoods in the
structure of a political party. Committeemen and commit-
teewomen shall act as liaison representatives between their
parties and the residents of the election districts in which they
serve . Activities of committeemen and committeewomen
shall include, but not be limited to , voter identification ;
assistance in voter registration drives ; increasing voter partic-
ipation in political parties ; polling and other methods of
passing information from residents to political parties and
elected public officials; and d issemination of information
from public officials to residents . For, assistance in those and
other activities of interest to a political party , each commit-
teeman and committeewoman may appoint a captain to
engage in these activities in each ward, if the election district
served by the committeeman or committeewoman includes
more than one ward . In an election d istr ict which includes
more than one ward , the committeeman or committeewoman
shall coordinate the activities of the wa n d captains in promot -
ing the interests of his or her party ..

(b) Each political party shall elect one committeeman or
committeewoman from each election district . . In this section,
each village, each town and each city is an "election district";
except that in cities having a population of more than 7 , 500
which are divided into aldetrnanic districts, each aldermanic
district is an "election district" ; and in cities having a popula -
tion of more than 7 , 500 which are not divided into aldermanic
districts and villages or towns having a population of more
than 7,500 , each ward or group of combined wards under s ..
5 . . 15 (6) (b) constituting a polling place on April 1 of ' the year
in which committeemen or, committeewomen are elected is an
"election distr i ct " . To be eligible to serve as its committee-
man or committeewoman, an individual shall be , at the time
of filing nomination papers or at the time of appointment
under this section , a resident of ' the election district which he
or she is chosen to represent and shall be at least 18 years of
age.

(2) Nomination papers shall be in substantially the same
form as those required for candidates for the assembly , The
papers shall include a statement signed by the candidate
declaring his candidacy and that he meets the eligibility
requirements of sub., (1) . Nomination papers may be circu-
lated no sooner, than June 1 preceding the election and may be
filed in the office of the county clerk or, board of election
commissioners no later than 5 p ,:m . on the 2nd Tuesday of
July in those years when a September- primary is held „ The
signatures of not less than 20 nor more than 40 electors are
required .

(3) (a) Only individuals filing nomination papers may have
their names appear on the ballot, There shall be no space
provided for write-in candidates. When no candidate files
nomination papers for, party committeeman or committee-
woman , the office may not appear on the ballot for, that party
in that election district and the vacancy shall be filled by the
county committee under sub , . (5) (g) and (h) .

(b) The county clerk or' board of election commissioners
shall arrange the names of candidates for committeemen or,
committeewomen in the proper party column under s. 5 .62
for each election district .

(4) ' (a) Each elector may vote for party committeeman or
committeewoman by voting for, one of the names on the
ballot . : : ,

(b) The results shall be returned as are other results of the
Septemberr primary, but no write-in votes or stickers may be
counted.. Whenever 2 or more candidates for party comm i t-
teeman - or committeewoman receive an equal number ' of
votes,, the county board of canvassers shall certify as the
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man has the same responsibilities and may engage in the same
activities as an elected committeeman or committeewoman .

(i) Each committee and its officerss shall have the powers
usually exercised by committees and their officers ..

(6) (a) The congressional district committee shall consist of'
members elected by the county committee or committees
underr pans . (b) and (c) .

(b) For each assembly d istrict lying wholly within one
county, the countyy committee shall elect 2 persons from each
assembly district as members of the congressional district
committee .

(c) For each assembly district lying partially within one
county,. the county committee shall elect one person as a
member of the congressional district committee, except tha t
the county committee may elect additional members so that
the county has at least 2 members on the committee of each
congres sional district in which it lies .

(d) County committees may elect alternate members to
congressional district committees on the same basis and in the
same numbers as they are entitled to elect under pans (b) and
(c) <

.

(e) At le ast once every year, the chairman of the congres-
sional district committee'- shall call, with at least 30 days '
notice in wr i ting to the chairman of the countycommittee, or
committees lying within the distr ict, for a caucus of members
of the party in the district Committee offices of chairman,
vice chairman, secretary, and treasurer shall be filled by a
caucus in the time and manner prescribed by the consti tution
of either 'the district committee or the state committee .
Individuals elected to these - offices may be, but are not
required to be, members of the congressional district commit-
tee . The secretary shall provide notice of all meetings of thecongressional district comm ittee . -

(7) (a) , . Duly :., elected or appointed committeemen and
committeewomen residing in any political subdivision or
assembly district may organ ize a committee for their area
upon presenting a petition therefor to the congressional
district committee, which petition shall bee signed by at least
25% of the committeemen and committeewomeni who reside
in `that same area . Upon filing such a petition :

1 . The chairman of the congressional district committee
. shall call the first meeting w ithin 10 days of delivery of the
petition. ,

2. The secretary of the congressional district committee
shall give: at least 5 days' advance written notice of the
meeting to all committeemen, committeewomen and party
members residing in the area of the new committee ,

3 Committee offices of chairman, vice chairman, secre-
tary, and treasurer- shall be filled by election ; in the same
manner as that provided for the county committee , and may
be filled , by individuals who are not committeemen or
committeewomen .

4 . Additional meetings may be called in the same manner
as that provided for the county committee under sub . (5) (e) .

5 . Holders of committee offices may, be removed and
subsequent vacancies filled in the same manner as that
provided for the county committee under sub . (5) (f).

6. Committeemen and committeewomen who are members
of committees organized in any political subd i vision or
assembly, district retain their status as members of the county
committee.,
(b) Assembly district committees shall- also include as

members those individuals elected by the county committee
under sub. (6) ; as members of the congressional district
committee .

(8) (a). . The congressional districtt committee shall elect at
least 2 individuals to become members of the state committee .

8.185 Write-in candidates for president and vice presi-
dent. (1) The names of candidates forr president and vice
president may be written in, in the place provided , on the
general ballot at the general election for choosing the p resi-
dent and vice, president of the United States. Write-in votes
shall be listed as scattering unless the person whose name is
written in has a list of presidential electors on file with the
board in accordance with thiss section or unless the person
whose name i s written in has received more than 10% of the
total vote cast in the ward, or in the municipality if not
divided into wards .

(2) Any candidates for the office of president and vice
president of the United States as write-in candidates shall file
a list of presidential electors and a declaration of candidacy in
the manner prescribed in s. 8 .21 with the board no later than

.4 :30 p .m. on the 2nd Tuesday preceding the day of the general
election to choo se the pres ident and vice pres ident of the
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Those elected may be, but are not required to be, members of
the district committee .

(b) The state committee may cons ist solely of members
elected under par. (a) or may consist of those members and as
many other members called for and chosen in the manner
prescribed in thee constitution of the state committee .

(9) (a) If a county has no committee as provided by sub. (5)
(a), residents of that county may voluntarily form a commit-
tee, which, upon approval of the state committee and ceytifi-
cation by the secretary of the state comm ittee to the board
andd the county clerk or board of election commissioners,
shall then become the county committee with equal standing
as if it had been organized under sub. (5) (a) . Thiss standing
shall remain unless and until a committee is organized under
sub . (5) (a),

(b) Members of a committee organized under par. (a) are
not, and shall not be known as, committeemen and
committeewomen .

(10) Committeemen , and committeewomen who are mem-
bers in good standing of thei r county parties, by virtue of
thei r, offices ,., shall be granted credentials for participation in
any caucus or convention called by their, econgressional dis-
trictcommittees or the state committee, and those credentials
shall be distributed at least 21 days in advance of the meeting
by the secretary of the committee calling the caucus or
convention ,

(11) The names of the committees shall be that of the
identifying name followed , by Party of . . . ., the blank to be
filled withh the name of the county, congressional di strict, or
other geographic areas .

(12) The secretary of the state committee of each recog-
nized political party under s, 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) shall notify the
board in writing of the name and address of the elected state
committee chairman within 10 days of his or her election

History: 1971 c . 304 s , 29 ( 1 ), (2) ; 197 1 ' c. 336; 1973 c.. 334; 1 979 c.. 260, 311,
; .355; 1981 : a 116; :1 483 :a , 484, 549; 1985 a. 1 31, 304 :

8.18 Nomination of presidential electors . ( 1 ) Candidates
forthe senate and assembly nominated by each political party
at the primary , the state officers and the holdover state
senators of each political party shall meet in the state capitol
at 10 a.m . on the first Tuesday in October of each year in
which there is a presidential election .

(2) The purpose of the convention is to nominate one
presidential elector from each congressional district and 2
electors from the state at large. The names of the nominees
shall be certified immediately by the chairman of the state
committee of each party to the chairman of the elections
board .

.
History : 19 '73 c. . 334; 1975 c . 93 ; 19 7' 7 c. 427



of candidates for the offices of governor and lieutenant
governor, the nomination paperss shall contain both candi-
dates' names ; the office for which each is nominated ; the
res idence and post-office address of each; and the party or
principles they represent, if any, in 5 words or less .

(d) Nomination papers for president and vice president
shall list one candidate for presidential elector from eachh
congressional district and 2 candidates for presidential elec-
tor from the state at large who will vote for the candidates for
president and vice president, if elected ,

(3) The affidavit of an elector under, ss . 8 .15 (4) (a) shall be
appended to each nomination pape r..

(4) The number, of required signatures on nomination
paper s for- independent candidates shall be the same as the
number specified in s . . 8 .15 (6) . For independent presidential
electors intending to vote for the same candidates for presi-
dent and vice president , the number of required signatures
shall be not less than 2,000 nor more than 4,000 electors „

(5) Only one signature per person for the same office is
valid . . In addi tion to his or her signature , each signer shall list
hiss or her municipality of residence for voting purposes , the
street and number, if any, on which thee signer resides , andd the
date of signing Signers of each nominati on paper shall reside
in the same jurisdiction or district whichh the candidate named
therein will represent, if elected..

(6) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declara-
tion of candidacy under s . 8.21 . If a candidate for state or
local ,office has not filed a registration statement under s..
11 .05 at the time he or she filess nominationn papers, the
candidate shall file the statement with the papers . ., A candi-
date - for state office shall also file a statement of economic
interests with the ethics board no later than the end of ' the 3rd
day following the last day for filing nomination papers under

(7) Nomination papers shall be filedd in the office of the
board fox- all state offices and the offices of U .S. senator and
representative in congress, and in the office of' county clerk or
board of election commissioners for all county offices . . ,

(8) (a) Nomination papers for independent candidates for
any office to be voted upon at a general election or September
primary and general election, except president, vice president
and presidential elector, may be circulated no sooner, than
June l preceding the election and may be filed not later than 5
p;m. on the 2nd Tuesday in July,

(am) Nomination papers for independent candidates for
president and vice president, and the presidential electors
designated to represent them, may be circulated no sooner
than August i and may be filed not later than 5 p:m , on the
first Tuesday in September .

(b) Nomination papers for independent cand idates for any
office to be voted upon at a part isan special election shall be
circulated and filed as provided in s. 8 . 50 (3) (a)

(9) Persons nominated by nomination papers without
patty designation shall be placed on the official ballot at the
general. election - and at any partisan election to the right or
below the party candidates in their , own column designated
"Independent" At the September , primary, persons nomi-
nated by nomination papers without party designation shall
be placed on a separa te ballot or row on the voting machine
designated "Independent" . If the candidate's name already
appears under a party it may not be listed again.

(10) Upon filing of nomination papers by any candidate
for representative in congress, state senator, or representative
to the assembly under this section or upon appointment of
such a candidate, the board shall provide to the candidate a
copy of the map or maps , rece ived under, s . 16,96 (3) (b) ,

8.19 Party name. (1) The state committee of' any party
polling less than 75 , 000 presidential votes in this state in the
last election may change the name of the party„ The new
name may not duplicate that of an existing national party . A
certificate of approval by the party's national committee
which has been certified by the national committee secretary ,
the state committee chairman and the state committee secre-
tary shall be filed with the board .

(2) The new name shall take effect upon certification . . .
(3) Every political party entitled , under ' s . 5 . 62, to have its

cand idates on the September primary and general election
ballots has exclusive r ight to the use of the name designating
it at any election involving political parties .. The board shall
not certify nor the county clerk print the name of any person
whose nomination papers indicate a party name comprising a
combination of" existing party names, qualifying words,
phrases, prefixes or- suffixes in connection with any existing
party name.

History: 1973 c. 334 s. . 57; 1975 c.. 93 .

8.20 Nomination of independent candidates. (1) Indepen-
dent nominations may be made for any office to be voted for
at any general or partisan special election.

(2) -(a) Nomination is by nomination papers . Each nomi-
nation paper hall have substantially the following words
printed at the top :

I , the undersigned , request that the name of (inse rt candi-
date ' s last name plus first name o r initial, and middle name,
former legal surname or middl e initial or initials if desired,
but no other abbreviations, nicknames or, titles) , residingg at
(insert candidate's street address) be placed on the ballot at
the (general or special) election to be held on (date of ' election)
as a candidate [(representing the (name off' party)) or (repre-
senting the principle(s) - of (statement of principles))] so that
voters will have the opportunity to vote for (him or her) for
the office of (name of office) .. I am eligible to vote in the
(name of jurisdiction or, distr ict in which candidate seeks
office) . I have not signed the nomination paper of any other
candidate for the same office at this election

(b) Each candidate shall include his o r her mailing address
on the candidate's nomination papers .

(c) In the case of candidates for- the offices of president and
vice president, the nomination papers shall contain both
candidates ' names ; the office for which each is nominated; the
residence and post-office address of each ; and the party or
principles they represent, if any, in 5 words off' less . In the case
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United States . . The list shall contain one presidential elector
from each congressional distr ict and 2 electors from the state
at large and the names of the candidates for president and
vice president for whom they intend to vote , if elected . .
Compliance with this subsection may be waived by the board
but only if the results of the general election indicate that a
write-in candidate for the office of president is eligible to
receive the electoral votes of this state except for non-
compliance with this subsection.. In such event, the write-in
candidate shall have until 4:30 p..rn , on the Friday following
the general election to comply with the f i ling requirements of
this subsection.

(3) If ' rriore than one list of presidential electors is filed with
the board by any write-in candidates for the offices of
president and vice president of the United States, the first list
filed shall be considered the val i d list , provided that this list
meets the additional requirements of this section ..

(4) Write-in votes for president and vice president shall be
counted as provided in s . . 7.50 (2) (i) . .

History : 1971 a. 304 s. 29 (2) ; 1973 c . 3.34 s . 57; 19 7 7 c . 427 ; 1981 c .377 ss
21 to 23 ; 1983 a . 484. .,
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required to show the boundar ies of the district which the
candidatee seeks to represent .,

History: . , 1971 c . 242, 304; 1973 c . 334 s . 57; 1975 c 369. 1977 c.. 1 07, 287,
427 ; 1979 c 249, 260; 1981 c , 377 ; 1983 a: 29, 484; 1985 a . . 304 .

8.21 Declaration of candidacy. Each candidate, except a
candidate for presidential elector under s . 8 . 20 (2) (d), shall
file with his or her nomination papers a declaration of
candidacy, sworn to before any officer , aauthorized to adminis-
teroaths ,r that he or she is a candidate for a named office , that
he o r she meets or will at the time he or she assumes office
meet applicable age, cit izenship, residency or voting qualifi-
cation equirements , if any , prescribed by the constitutions
and laws of the United States and of this state , and that he or
she will otherwise qualify for, office if nominated and elected .
Each candidate for state ' and locall office shall include in the
declaration a statement that he or she has not been convicted
of any infamous crime for which he or she has not been

. pardoned and a list of all felony convictions for which he or
she has not been pardoned . Each candidate for state or local
office shall also include in the declaration a statement that
discloses his or her municipality of residence for vot ing
purposes, and the street and number ', if any, on which the
candidate resides, The declaration is valid with or without
the seal of the officer who administers the oath s ; .eA candidate
for state or local office shall file an amended declaration
under oath with the officer , or, agency with whom nomination
papers are filed if he or, she changes his or her residence for
voting purposes to a location outside ' the, j urisdiction or
district in which the candidate seeks office at any time after
the original declaration is filed and prior to assuming office or
being defeated for election or nomination .

History : 1983 a, 484 s . . 94 1985 a. 304 .

8.25 Election of state and federal officers. (1) PRESIDEN-
TIAL ELECTORS. By general ballot at the general election for
choosing: the president and vice president of the United States
there shall be elected as many electors of president and vice
president as this state is . entitled to elect senators and repre-
sentatives in congress ; A vote for thee president and vice
presi dent nominations of any patty is a vote for the electors of
the nominees

(2) UNITED Sinr ES SENATOR, One senator to serve in the
United States congress shall be chosen at the general election
in 1962 and every 6 years thereafter and another in 1964 and
every 6 years thereafter „

(3) REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS,, One representative to
serve in the United States congress shall be chosen from each
congressional district at the general election held in each
even-numbered year

(4) CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS; TERMS, (a) A governor,
lieutenant governor', secretary of state, treasurer, and an
attorneyy general shall be elected at the general elect i on in
1970 and quadrennially thereafter-, A state superintendent
shall be elected on the first Tuesday in April 1917 and
quadrennially thereafter:

(b) L „ The regular full term of office of the state supe rin-
tendent commences on the first Monday of July,

2 The regular, ffull term of each other officer enumerated in
par (a) commences on the first Monday of January , next
succeeding the officer 's election

History : 1981 c . 62, 314 . .

8.28 Challenge to residency qualifications. (1) Any indi-
vidual who believes that an individual holding or elected to
state or local office is not a resident or inhabitant of this state
or of the jurisdiction or distr i ct in which he or she serves,
whenever such qualification is required by the constitution of
this state or by any applicable law , may file a verified

complaint with the attorney general alleging such facts as
may cause him or her to believe that the ind i vidual is not
qualified to hold office because of failure to meet a re sidency
requirement .

(2) The attorney general may thereupon investigate
whether.- such allegations are true . If the attorney general
finds that the allegations of the complaint are true or, ffor any
other, xreason finds that the subject person who is holding or
electedd to offi ce is not qualified because of failure to meet a
residency requirement , the attorney general may commence
an action under ch , 784 for a wr i t of quo waraanto to havee the
subject person's office declared vacant or to restrain any
person not entitled to take office from assuming it. In the
case of a per-son who is elected to office in the legislature, the
clerk of courtt shall transmit a copy of the ,judgment to the
presiding officer of the appropriate house , and the house shall
determine whether the person is qualified to be seated or
whether a vacancy exists .

History: 1979 c. . 249; 1983 a .- 484,

8.30 Candidates ineligible for ballot placement . (1) Except
as otherwise provided in this section , the official or agency
with whom nomination papers are required to be filed may
refuse to place the candidate's name on the ballot:

(a) If the nomination papers are not prepared, signed and
executed, as required under this chapter;

(b) If it conclusively appears, either on the face of the
nomination papers offered for filing , or by admission of the
candidate or otherwise, that the candidate is ineligible to be
nominated or elected ;

(c) If elected the candidate could not qualify for the office
sought within the time allowed by law for qual ification
because of age, residence or other impediment,

(2) If no registration statement has been filed by or on
behalf of a candidate for state or local office in accordance
with s . 11 .05 (2g) or (2r) by the applicable deadline for filing
nomination papers by such candidate, or the deadline for
filing a declaration of candidacy for an office fox which
nominationn papers are not filed , the name of the candidate
may not appear on the ballot„ Thiss subsection may not be
construed to exempt a candidate from appl icable penalties if
he or she files a registration statement latex than thee time
prescribed in ss „ 11 . 01 (1 ) and 11 „ OS (2g)..

(3) The official or agency with whom nomination papers
are required to be filed may not place a candidate ' s name on
the ballot if the official or agency is prohibited from doing so
under, s . 19,43 (4) or an ordinance adopted under s . 19: 59 (3)
(b) .

History: 1975 c .. 93 ; 1979 c 120, 328 ; 1979 c . .355 ss ., 28, 29; 1983 a.. 484 ;
1985 ,a.. .304 .

See note to 8 : 10, citing State ex rel . Ahlgcimm v State Elections Bd , 82 W
(2d) 585, 263 NW (2d) 152.

8.35' Vac Vacancies after nomination. (1) Any person who files
nomination papers and quali fies to appea r on the ballot may
not decline nomination,, The name of that personi shall
appear upon the ballot except in case of death of the person .
A person who is appointed to fill a vacancy in nomination or
who is nominated by wr ite-in votes is deemed to decline
nomination if he or she fails to file a declayafion of candidac y
within the time prescribed under sub. (2) (c) or s , 8 . 16 (2) .

(2) (a) If a vacancy occurs after nomination due to the
death of a candidatee of a recognized political party for a
partisan office , other~ than party committeeman or commit-
teewoman, the vacancy may be filled by the chairman of the
committee of the proper political party under s . 7 . 38 (3), or,
the personal campaign committee, if any,, in the case of
independent candidates . Similar vacancies in nomi nations of
candidates for nonpar tisan county or municipal offices may
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representative may make the cho ice under a) or b) where c)
applies„

` (b) Notwithstanding par . (a) , any unspent and unencum-
bered moneys received by a candidate from the Wiscons in
election campaign fund shall be immediately transferred to
any candidate who is appointed to replace such candidate,
upon filing of a proper application therefor under s . 11 ~ 50 (2) .
If there is no candidate appointed or if no proper - application
is filed within 7 days of the date on which the vacancy occurs,
such moneys shall revert to the state as provided in s .. 1150
~8

)(c) The transfer shall be reported to the appropriate filing
officer, in a special report submitted by the former candidate's
campaign treasurer. If the former cand idate is deceased and
was serving as his or her own campaign treasurer, the former
candidate' s petitioner , oz• personal representative shall file the
report and make the transfer- required by par . (b) , if any. The
report shall include a complete statement of all contributions,
disbursements and incurred obligations pursuant to s. 11 .06
(1) covering the period from the day after the last date
covered on the forme r, candidate ' s most recent report to the
date of disposition.

(d) The newly appointed candidate shall file his or her
report at the next appropriate interval unde r s . : 11 .,20 (2) or, (4)
after, his or her, appointment. The appointed candidate shall
include any transferred funds in his or her first report .

(e) Any person who violates this subsection may be pun-
ished as provided under s . : 11 .60 or 11 .. 61 ,.

History: 1973 c. .334; 1975 c 93 ; 1977 c 107, 340; 1979 c . 110 s. 60 (11);
1979 c. 311 ; 1 983 a. 484 ; 1985 a 131 s . 3 ; 1985 a 303 s . 88 ; 1985 a .. 304..

Vacancy due to death of circuit court candidate may not be filled under (2).
Committee to Retain Byers v , Electi ons Board, 95 W (2d) 632, 291 NW (2d)
616 (Ct. App. 1980) .

8.50 Special elections . Unless otherwise provided , this
section applies to filling vacancies in the U . S , senate and
house of representatives, executive , judicial and legislative
state offices, county offices and the offices of municipal judge
and memberr of the board of school directors in school
districts organized under- ch„ 119 . State legislative offices may
be filled in anticipation of thee occurrence of a vacancy
whenever' authorized in sub .. (4) (e) .. In addition to filling
vacancies in public office by appointment, vacancies may be
filled by election under this section, but no special election
may be heldd after February 1 preceding the spring election
unless it is held on the same day as the spring election, nor
after September 1 preceding the general election unless it is
held on the same day as the general election , until the day
after that election .. If the special election is held on the day of
the general election , the primary f'or' the special election , if '
any, shall be held on the day of the September primary . If the
special election is held on the day of the spring election , the
primary for the special election , if any, shall be held on the
day of the sp ring primary . .

(1) SPECIAL ELECTIONORDER AND NOTICES, (a) When there is
to be a special election, the special election for governor shall
be ordered by the attorney general; the special elect i on for
county clerk `shall be ordered by the sher i ff; the special
election for any other county office shall be ordered by the
county clerk except as provided in s, 17 .21 (S) ; the special
election for school board member in a school district orga-
nized under' ch . 119 shall be ordered by the school board; the
special election for muni cipal ,judge shall be ordered by the
mayor ; president or chairman of the municipality, except in
1st class cities; and all other special elections shall be ordered
by the governor,. ' When the governor or, attorney general
issues the order, it shall be filed and recorded in the office of
the board When the county clerk or, sher i ff issues the order,
it shalll be filed and recorded in the office of the county clerk,

be filled by the candidate's personal campaign committee or ,
if the candidate had none , by the governing body of the
municipality o r county. For purposes of this paragraph, the
official or agency with whom nomination papers are filed
need not recognize members of a personal campaign commit-
tee whose names were not filed under s . 1 i .. 05 prior, to the
death of the candidate.

(b) If a vacancy in nomination occurs due to the death of a
candidate, the officer or agency with whom nomination
papers' are filed for the office shall promptly notify the
chairman, committee or body, if any, that the vacancy may be
filled within 4' days of the date of the notice , as shown by the
postmark if the notice is mailed , The chairman, committee or
body may ale a sworn certificate of nomination with the
official or agency within the 4-day period.

(c) The official or, agency with whom a proper certificate is
filed under par , (b) shall promptly notify the candidate who is
nominated and transmit to the candidate a declaration of
candidacy form and, in the case of a candidate fox, state or
local office, a financial registration statement form under s .
11 . 05.,' No latex than3 p .m : on the 3 rd day after notification
of nomination is mailed or personally delivered to the new
nominee by the official or agency , the nominee shall file a
declaration of candidacy and , in the case of a candidate for
state or local office , a registration statement under s : 11 . 05 „
No later than 4:30 p .,m , on the 3rd day after notification of
nomination is mailed or personally delivered to a new nomi-
nee for state office or municipal judge by the official or
agency, the nominee shall file a sta tement of economic
interests under s . . 19 . 43 (4) . If the nominee fails to file the
declaration of candidacy , the official or agency may refuse to
place the candidate ' s name on the ballot . If the nominee fails
to file the registration statement or statement of economic
interests, the official or agency may not place the candidate ' s
name on the ballot .,

(d) If the ballots have been prepared , the committees or
body filling the vacancy shall supply stickers as provided
under s „ 7 . 38 (3) (c) , ; No vacancy in a nomination occurs prior ,
to the time of the primary election for an office, unless no
primary is required for the office for which the nomination is
made .

(e) This subsection does not apply in the event of ' the death
of a candidate for nonpartisan office who has no opponent
appearing on the election ballot..

(3) :Whenever , a nominee dies after the election ballotsare
prepared, and no nomination is made under this section, the
votes cast for the deceased shall be counted and returned , . If"
he or she receives a plurality of the votes cast, the vacancy
shall be filled as in the case of a vacancy occurring by death
after , election .

(4) : (a) When a candidate is appoin ted to fill a vacancy
under - this section, the funds remaining in the former candi-
date's depository after , payment of the former candidate's
lawful campaign debts , if any, shall be : a) donated to the
former candidate's local or state political party if he or, she
was a partisan candidate or donated tothe char i table organi-
zation of his ot• her choice or the charitable organization
chosen by his or her next of kin if the former candidate is
deceased, or if no choice is made returned to the donors on a
proportional basis ; or b) if he or she was. a nonpartisan
candidate , donated to the charitable organization of his or ,
her , choice' or~ the charitable organization chosen by the
former candidate's next of kin if he of she is deceased; or c) if
no choice is made,,returned to the donors on a pr •opor~tionai

- basis , with contribtions whichh cannot be identified donated
in accordance with a) or b) . A petitioner or personal
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provided in s. 8 . 10 (2) (a) or 8 , 15 (1) , respectively, and no later
than 35 days prior to the date of the spring or September
pr imary., Nomination papers may be filed in the manner
specified in s . 8 .. 10, 8 . 15 or, 8 . 20 ., Each candidate shall file a
declaration of candidacy in the manner provided in s . . 8 . . 21 .. If
a candidate for state or local office has not filed a registration
statement under s . . 11 .05 at the time he or she files nomination
papers, the candidate shall file the statement with the papers . .
A candidate for state office shall also file a statement of
economic interests with the ethic s board no later than the end
of the 3rd day following the last day for filing nomination
papers specified in the order'..

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the
provisions for September primar i es under s . . 8,15 are applica-
ble to all primaries held under this section. Independent
candidates for state office at a special partisan election shall
not appear, oon the primary ballot„ No primary is required for -
a nonpartisan election in which not more than 2 candidates
for an office appear on the ballot or for a partisan election in
which not more than one candidate for an office appears on
the ballot of each recognized political party : In every special
election except a special election for nonpartisan state office
where no candidate is certified to appear on the ballot, a
space for write-in votess shall be provided on the ballot,
regardless of whether a special pr imary is held ..

(c) Notwithstanding ss. 5 .37 (4) , 5 .91 (6) and. 6, 80 (2) (f),
whenever a special part i san primary is held concurrently with
the presidential preference primary, an elector may choose
the party column or ballot in which the elector , will cast his or
her vote separately for each of the 2 primaries . Whenever, 2 or
more special part isan primaries or one or, more special
partisan primaries and a September pr imary are held concur-
rently, the procedure prescribed in ss,. 5 .. .37 (4) , 5 .91 (6) and
6.80 (2) (f) applies „

(d) The requirements for, nominations and special prima-
ries under this section apply to the filling of any office for
which a municipal caucus is regularly used to nominate
candidates.

(e) In a special election for a state or national office , the
county clerk or board of election commissioners shall trans-
mit the statement of the county board of canvassers to the
elections board no later than 7 days after the special pr imary
and 13 days after the, special election.

(4) ILEfisi;LF.TTONS ON SPECIAL ELECTSONS., (b) A vacancy in
thee office of U „S „ senator or, representative in congress
occux7ing prior to the 2nd Tuesday in May in the year of the
general election shall be filled at a special primaryy and
election A vacancy in that office occurring between the 2nd
Tuesday in May and the 2nd Tuesday in July in the year of " the
general election shall be filled at the September primary and
general election..

(c) A vacancy in theoffice of secretary of state, state
treasurer, attorney general or state super intendent, occurring
more than 6 months before the expiration of the current term,
may be filled at a special election „

(d) Any vacancy in the office of state senator or , rrepresenta-
tive .to the assembly occurring before the 2nd Tuesday in May
in the year in which a regular , election is held to fill that seat
shall be filled as promptly as possible by special election .,
However, any vacancy in the office of state senator , or
representative to the assembly occurring after the close of the
last r egular, floorperiod of the legislature held during his or
her term shalll be filled only if a special session or extraordi-
nary flootperiod of the legislature is called or- a veto review
period is scheduled during the remainder of the term .. The
special election to fill the vacancy shall be ordered , if possible ,

When the county executive : issuess the order, it shall be filed in
the office of the county board of' election commissioners .
When the school board of a school district organized under
ch 119 issues the order, it shall be filed and recorded in the
office of"the city board of election commissioners When the
mayor, pzvsidentor chairman issues the order, it shall be filed
in the office ofthe municipal clerk or city board of election
commissioners,.

(b)' Notice of any special : election shall be given -upon the
filing ofthe order under par . (a) by publication in a newspa-
per, under ch:. 985 .. If the special election concerns a national
or, state office, the board shall give notice as soon as possible
to the county clerks,, Upon receipt of notice from the board,
or when the special election is for a county office, the county
clerk shall give, notzce as soon as possible to all municipal
clerks and publish one type A notice for all offices to be voted
upon within the county as provided in s . 10 .06 (2)(n) and (3)

(0(c) The order and notice shall specify the office to be filled,
the expiration date of the remaining termm of office, the date of
the election, thee earliest date for circulating and deadline for
filing nomination papers, the area involved in the election,
the name of the incumbent before the vacancy occurred andd a
description of how the vacancy occurred, or for an election
held under sub .. (4) (e), : the name of the incumbent and a
description of how and when the vacancy is expected to
occur Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, the
notice shall include the information specified in s: 10 .01 (2)
(a)

(d) When the election concerns a national or state office,
the board shall transmit to each county clerk at least 22 days
before the special primary a certified list of all persons for
whom nomination papers have been filed in its office . If no
primary is required, the list shall be transmitted at least 42
days prior to the day of the election., Immediately upon
receipt of the certified list, the county clerk shall prepare his
or hex- ballots : `Fore county special election, the county clerk
shall certify the candidates and prepare the ballots .:. If there is
a primary, the county clerk shall publish one type B notice in
a newspaper under- ch. . 10. When a primary is held, as soon as
possible after the primary, the county clerk shall certify the
candidates and prepare the ballots for the following special
election. The clerk shall publish one type B notice in a
newspaper under, ch., 10 for the election .,

(2) DATE OF SPECIAL ELECTION . (a) The date for- the special
election shall be, not lesss than. 62 nor more than 77 days from
the date of the order except when the special election is held
on the day of the general election or spring election„ If a
special election is held concurrently with the spring or general
election, the special election may be ordered not earlier than
92 days prior, to the spring primary or September primary,
respectively, and not later than 49 days prior to that primary ..

(b) If a primary is required, the primary shall be on the day
4 weeks before the day of the special election except when the
special election is held on the samee dayy as the genet al election
the special primary shall be held on the same day as the
September primary or ifthe special election is held concur-
rently with the spring election, the primary shall be held
concurrently with the spring primary,,

(3) NOMINATION; PRIMARY AND CANVASS. (a) Nomination
papers may be circulated no sooner than the day the order for
the special election is `filed and shall be filed not later than 5
pm, 28 days before, the day: that the special primary will or
would be held, if reuired; except whenn a special election is
held concurrently with the spring election or general election,
the deadline for, filing nomination papers shall be specified in
the order and the date shall be no earlier than the date
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so thee new member may participate in the special session or (g) If through neglect or failure, an elected officer who
floorpexiod „ should have been chosen at the spring or general election is

(e) Whenever a member of the legislature is elected to not chosen at that election, a special election may be held to
another office after the commencement of h is or her term, fill the vacancy ; but no special election may be held for any
and the term of the new office o r the per iod during which the school or county officers after the time when the officer's term
legislator is eligible to assume that office commences prior to wouldd have commenced had such person been elected at the
the end of the legislator's o r iginal term of office, the governor proper` spring or general election, except as author ized under
may call a special election to fill the seat of the member in this section, and no election may be held to fill a vacancy in
anticipation of a vacancy, upon receipt of a written resigna- the office of justice or ,judge except as authorized in par , (f) .
tion from that member which is effective on a date not later (h) Whenever the right to office of any person who is
than the date of the proposed special election . electedd to the legislature or the U.S . senate or house of

(f) A vacancy in the office of,justice, court of appeals judge representatives, ceases before the commencement of the te rm
or circuit judge occurring in any year after the date of the of office to which he or she is elected, a special election shall
spring election and on or before December l shall be filled, if be held to fill the vacancy a
in the office of circuit judge, at the succeeding spring election;, (i) When the governor so directs, a special election shall be
if in the office of court of appeals judge, at the first spr ing held to fill any vacancy not provided for in this section. This
election when no other court of appeals judge is to be elected paragraphdoes not apply to judicial offices .
from the same court of appeals district; or, if in the office of ~S

D CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAWS .. All laws and rules adopted,justice, at the first spring election when no other , justice is to
be elected . A vacancy in the office of circuit judge occur-ring pursuant to ch . ' 11 governing campaign finance and report-

after December' land on or before the date of the spring ing, including all deadlines for filing reports and statements ,

election shall be filled at the 2nd succeeding spring election ;- in are applicable to special elections, except as otherwise specifi-

theoffice of court ofappeals judge, at the first spring election, cally provided.:
beginning witwith the 2nd succeeding springrin election, when no History: 1911 c. 1, 40; 1973 c . 334 ss 22, 57; 1973 c . 336; 1975 c 80, s3 ,

g p g 199, 369 ; 1917 c. 26, 107, 187, 340, 427, 945, 447, 449 ; 1979 c . 27, 32, 260, 311 ;
other court of appeals judge is to be elected from the same 1983 a 484 ; 1985 a . :3oa
court of appeals district; or in the office of justice , at the first
spring election, beginning with the 2nd succeeding spring 8.55 Special referenda . (1) Whenever a special referendum
election, when no other justice is to be elected is held at an election where no office is to be filled, the clerk or

(fm) A permanent vacancy in the office of municipal judge secretary of the jurisdiction holding the referendum shall
may be filled by temporary appointment of the municipal publish a not ice under s . 10 . 04 of the date of thee referendum,
governing body . The office shall then be permanently filled the text of the question to be voted upon at thee referendum
by special election, held concurrently with the next spring and the procedure for obtaining an absentee ballot at least 30
election following the occurrence of the vacancy, `except that days prior to the date of the referendum .
a vacancy occurring during the period after December 1 and (2) Whenever a special referendum is held other than by the
on or before the date of the spring election shall be, filled at the state or, a county or municipality, the clerk or secretary of the
2nd succeeding spring election, and no such election may be distri ct holding the referendum shall publish a type C notice
held after the expiration of the term of office nor at the time of of the referendum on the Monday preceding thee referendum .
holding the regular election for the office - History: 1985 a : 3 oa.
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