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CRIMESAGAINST PUBLIC PEACE , ORDER AND OTHER INTERESTS

94'7. .0] Disorderly conduct. 947047 Metal or glass debris in or on the shore of any body of water,
947012 Unlawful use of telephone.. 947.06 Unlawful assemblies and their s uppression .
947013 Harassment. 947.08 Crime comics.
9 47 . 0 15 B omb scares. 94715 Contr i bu ti n g to th e de linquen cy of chi ldren; neglect; neglect con-
94702 Vagrancy. ' ' tributing to death.
94704 Dr in king in common carriers, 94'7. . 1 6 Con tri b uting to truancy,

947.06 Unlawful assemblies and their suppression. (1)
Sheriffs, their undersheriffs and deputies, constables, mar-
shals and police officers have a duty to suppress unlawful
assemblies within their ,jurisdiction . For that reason they may
order- all per-sons who are part of an assembly to disperse .. An
"unlawful assembly" is an assembly which consists of 3 or
more persons and which causes such a disturbance of public

947.015 Bomb scares . Whoever intentiona ll y conveys or
causes to be conveyed any threat of false information,

947.01 . CRIMES-PUBLIC PEACE

CHAPTER 947

947.01 Disorderly conduct. Whoever, in a public or private
place, engages in violent, abusive, indecent, profane, boister-
ous, unreasonably loud or, otherwise disorderly conduct
under circumstances in which the conduct tends to cause or
ptouoke a disturbance is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor .,

History: 19' 7 '7 c . 1 '73 ; ' 1979 c ., 131
Defendant was properly convicted of' disorderly conduct where he appeared

on a stage wearing a minimum of clothing intending to and succeeding i n caus-
ing a loud reaction in the audience.. State v. . Maker, 48 W (2d) 612, 180 NW
(2d) 707.

An attorney may be convicted under this section for refusing to leave a ward
in a mental hospital until he had seen a client after having made statements in
the presence of patients which caused some to become agitated . State v . Elson,
60 ;W ,(2d) 54, 208 NW (2d) .363 , :

It is not disorderly conduct for 4 people to enter an office with other mem-
bers of the public for the purpose of protesting the draft and to refuse to leave
on orders of the police, when their conduct is not otherwise disturbing .. State v. .
Werstein, 60 W (2d) 668, 211 NW (2d) 437 ..

See note to 9 .34 .4'7, citing State v . Olsen, 99 W (2d) 572, 299 NW (2d) 632
(Ct. App . 4980) .

See note to Art I, sec . . 1, citing Pederson v .. Breier, 32'7 F Supp,, 1 .382. .

947.012 ` Unlawful use of telephone . Whoever does any of
the following is guilty of` a Class B misdemeanor:

(1) With intent to frighten, intimidate, threaten, abuse or
harass, makes a telephone call and threatens to inflict injury
or, physical harm to any person or , the property of any person,

(2) With intent to frighten , intimidate , threaten, abuse,
harass or offend, telephones another and uses any obscene,
lewd or p rofane language or suggests any lewd or lascivious
act . .

(3) Makes or causes the telephone of' another repeatedly to
ring , with intent to harass any person at the called number .

(4) Makes repeated telephone calls, whether or, not conver-
sation ensues , with intent solely to harass any person at the
called number.

(5) Makes a telephone call, whether or, not conversation
ensues, without disclosing his or, he r ident ity and with intent
to abuse, threaten or harass any person at the called number .,

(6) Knowingly permits any telephone under his or her
control to be used for any purpose p r ohibited by this section . .

History: 1979 c.. 131 ..

947.013 Harassment. (1) Whoever, with intent to harass or
intimidate another person , does any of the following is
subject to a Class B forfeiture :

(a) Strikes, shoves , kicks or otherwise subjects the person
to physical contact or attempts or threatenss to do the same..

(b) Engages in a course of conduct or repeatedly commits
acts which harass or intimidate the person and which serve no
legitimate purpose .

(2) This section does not prohibit any person from partici-
pating in lawful conduct in labor disputes under s . 103 .. 53 . .

History : 1983 a.. 336 ..
This section isn't safety statute and doesn't grant private right of ' action for

its violation., In re Estate of Drab, 143 W (2d) 568, 422 NW (2d) 144 (Ct . App . .
1988).,

knowing such to be false, concerning an attempt or alleged
attempt being made or to be made to destroy any property by
the means of explosives is guilty of a Class E felony .

History: 1977 c. 173,
This section is not an included crime in 941 . . .30 . . State v. . Van Ark, 62 W (2d)

155; 215 NW (2d) 41 .

947.02 Vagrancy. Any of the following are vagrants and are
guilty of a Class C misdemeanor:

(1) A person, with the physical ability to work, who is
without lawful means of support and does not seek employ-
ment; or,

(3) A prostitute who loiters on the streets or in a place
where intoxicating liquors are sold, or a person who ; in
public, solicits another to commit a crime against sexual
morality; or

(4) A person known to be a professional gambler or known
as a frequenter of gambling places or who derives part of his
support from begging or as a fortune teller or similar
impostex .,

History: 1977c '' . 1'73 ..

947.04 Drinking in common carriers . (1) Whoever, while a
passenger in a common carrier, publicly drinks intoxicants as
a beverage or gives any other person intoxicants for that
purpose under circumstances tending to provoke a disturb-
ance, except in those portions of the common carrier, in which
intoxicants are specifically authorized by laww to be sold or
consumed, is guilty of a Class C misdemeanor..

(2) The person in charge of a common carrier may take
from any passenger found violating this section any intoxi-
cant then in the possession of such passenger, giving him a
receipt therefor, and shall keep the intoxicant until the
passenger's point of destination is reached. Thereupon, he
shall either return the intoxicant to the passenger or turn it
over, to the station agent .. At any time within 10 days after the
intoxicant is turned over to the station agent, the passenger
may recover the intoxicant by surrendering the receipt given
him at the time the intoxicant was taken from him, .
History: 1973 c . 198 ; 1977 c .. 173 .

947.047 Metal or glass debris in or on the shore of any
body of water. Whoever throws or deposits any metal cans or,
glass bottles or, any other debris made in whole or in part of
metal or, glass in or on the shores of any lake or body of water
is subject to a Class C forfeiture, for each offense . .

History: 1977c '' . 1'73 . .
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order that it is reasonable to believe that the assembly will fect of inciting, encouraging, or advocating the commission of crime, and are a
cause injury to persons or damage to property unless it is s °urce °f crime, particularlyamong minors, and a contributi ng factor in iropair-

iug the moral and ethical development of our youth and s danger to the health,
immediately dispersed. safety, moralsand well- being of the people of the s tate Therefore, the provi sions

(2) An "unlawful assembly" includes an assembly of' hereinafter prescribed are enacted and their necessity in the public interest is
persons who assemble for the purpose of blocking or ob- hereby declared as a matter of legislative determination .

structing t he lawful use by any other' person, or persons of (2) Whoever does any of the following is guilty of s Clas s B misdemeanor:
(a) Sells or distributes commercially a crime comic to a minor ; orany private or- public thoroughfares, property or of any (b) Has a crime comic in his possession with intent to sell or distr ibute it

positions of access or exit to or from anyy private or public c ommerc ially to a minor; or
building, or dwelling place, or any portion thereof and which (c) Distributes a crime comic commercially to a retailer with knowledge that
assembly does in fact so block or obstruct the lawful use by such retailer intends to distribute it to a minor .

(3) In this section `crime comic' means any bo ok, ma gazi ne or other printedany other person, or' persons of any such private or- public matter consisting of narrative material in pictorial form , commonly known a s a
thoroughfares, property or any position of access or exit to or, comic book and which depicts, in substantial part, acts of indecency, horror, ter-
from any private or public building, or dwelling place, or any ror, physical torture or brutality.
portion thereof'. (4) This section does not apply to the portrayal of h istorical or current events

(3) Whoever intentionally fails or refuses to withdraw from or of literary works of recognized merit unless acts are so depicted as to demon-
strate a purpo se to incite, advoc ate or enco urage the commissio n of crime or to

an unlawful assembly which the person knows has been ex ploit minors' interest in the commission of acts of indecency, horror, terror-,
ordered to disperse is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor . physical torture or brutality ."

(4) Whoever causes, attempts to cause, or participates in an
unlawful assembly upon any property of a public institution
of higher education or upon any highway abutting on such
property, is punishable under sub . (3) if he fails to withdraw
from the assembly promptly upon issuance of an order to
disperse, if such order is given in such manner that such
person can reasonably be expected to hear or read such order..

(5) Whoever, being employed in any capacity by or en-
rolled as a student in such institution, is convicted under subs .
(1) to (4) maybe sentenced additionally or alternatively to not
to exceed 6 months suspension without pay from his employ-
ment by such institution if he is an employe, or suspension
from enrollment in such institution if he is a student, or both
if he is both. If such suspension is thus imposed, the
institutionn shall not thereafter impose any other discipline `
upon him for his connection with the unlawful assembly .
Any period of suspension from employment by or enrollment
in the institution already served shall be deducted by the court
in imposing this' sentence . . Any period of imprisonment,
whether or, not he is authorized under s ..' 56.08 to continue as
an employe or student while imprisoned, shall count as a
period of suspension from employment or enrollment or both
hereunder
History: 1977 c . 173; 1985 a. . 135 s.. 83 (5)
This section is con s t itution al.' Cassidy"v, Ceci, 320E Su p p . 223 . .

947.08 Crime comics.
NOTE : This sect ion was repealed by 1987 Wis. Act 332 , eff. 7-1 -89. Prior to

that date, it reads:
" 947.08 CRIME COMICS . (1 ) Legislative finding and declaration. It is de-

clared as a legislative finding of fact that exercise of this state's police power to
minimize all incentives to crime, particularly in the field of sanguinary or sala -
ciou s publications with their stimulation of juvenile delinquency is important; and
that the publication, sale and distribution to minors or possession by minor s of
book s, magazines, or other printed matter consisting of narrative material in pic-
torial form, commonly known as comicbooks and which depict, in, subs tantial
part, acts of indecency, horror, tenor, physical torture or brutality, have the ef-
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947.15 Contributing to the delinquency of children; ne-
glect; neglect contributing to death.
NOTE: This section wa s rep e aled by 1987 Wis. Act 332 , eff. 7- 1 -89. Prior to

that date , it reads :
"94715 CONTRIBUTINGTO THE DELINQUENCY OF CHILDREN;

NEGLECT; NEGLECT CONTRIBUTING TO DEATH. (1 ) The following
persons are guilty of a Class A misdemeanor, and if death i s a consequence are
guilty of a Class D felony:

(a) Any person 18 or older who intentionally encourages or contributes to the
delinquency of any child a s defined in s. 48.02 (3m) or, the negl ect of any child .
This subsection includes intentionally encouraging or contributing to an act b y a
child under the age of 12 whic h would be a delinquent a c t ifcommitted by a c hild
12 years of age or older; or

(b) Any parent, guardian or legal custodian who by neglect, or disregard of
the morals, health or welfare of hi s or her ch ild contributes to the delinquency of
that child. This subsection includes neglect or disregard on the part of the parents
which results in the commission or probable commission by a child under the age
of 12 of an act which would be a d elinquentact i f committed bya child 12 years of
age or older.

(2) An act or failure to act contributes to the delinquency or neglect of a child ,
although the child does not actually become neglected of delinquent, if the natural
and probable consequences of that a ct or failure to act would be to cause the child
to become del inquent or neglected."

947.16 Contributing to truancy . (1) Except as provided in
sub. (2), any person 18 years of age or older who, by any act
or, omission, knowingly encourages `or contributes to the
truancy, as defined under s .118„ 16 (1) (c), of a child is guilty
of 'a Class C misdemeanor :

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a person who has
under his or her control a child who has been sanctioned
under s .. 49 .50 (7) (h) .

(3) An act or omission contributes to the truancy of a child,
whether or not the child is adjudged to be in need of
protection or services, if the natural and probable conse-
quences of that act or omission would be to cause the child to
be truant,

Hi story: 1987 a.. 285
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