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1995 WISCONSIN ACT 368

AN ACT o create 49.129 of the statutesglating to: transfer of food stamps and other governmental benefits through
anelectronic benefit transfer system and granting rule—-making authority

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

[ENROLLING NOTE BY THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BU-
REAU: This act is 1995 Senate Bill 445, as amended. The bill
was prepared for the joint legislative counsibpecial com
mittee on electronic benefitransfer systems. 1995 Senate
Bill 445, as initiallyintroduced, contained &BFATORYNOTE,
which was provided by the joint legislative council. The
PrREFATORY NOTE Was deleted from the act because amend
mentsaffected the bill.]

SecTioN 1. 49.129 of the statutes éseated to read:

49.129Electronic benefit transfer. (1) DeFINITION.

In this section, “food stamp program” meansfeeral
food stamp program und@USC 201 to 2029or, if the
departmentletermines that the food stamp program no
longerexists, a nutrition program that the departnaent
terminesis a successor to the food stamp program.

(2) DELIVERY OF FOOD sTAMPS. (a) The department
shallrequest anyecessary authorization from the secre
tary of the federal department of agriculture to deliver
food stamp benefits to recipients of food stabgmefits
by an electronic benefit transfer system.

(b) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2. and sub. (8), if

the necessarauthorization under pafa) is granted, the
departmentshall begin to implement, no latéhan
July 1, 1999a program to deliver food stamp benefits to
recipientsof food stamp benefits by an electrobenefit
transfersystem andghall implement the program state

* Section 9911, WiscoNsIN STATUTES 1993-94: Efective date of acts.

wide no later than April 1, 2000. All suppliers, as de
finedin s. 49.127 (1) (d), may participate in the delivery
of food stamp benefits under the electronic benefit trans
fer system. Thalepartment shall explore methods by
which nontraditional retailers, such as farmers’ markets,
may participate in the delivery of food stamp benefits un
derthe electronic benefit transfer system.

2. The department need not implement a program to
deliverfood stamp benefits by an electronic benefit trans
fer system if any of the following applies:

a. Thedepartment determines that the cost of the
electronicbenefit transfesystem would be greater than
the cost of another food stamp delivery system.

b. The department determines that the state may be
liable underl2 CFR 205or lost or stolen benefits.

(3) DELIVERY OFOTHERBENEFITS. (a) The department
shall request any necessary authorization from the ap
propriatefederal agency to deliver benefits that are ad
ministeredby the department, other than food stamp
benefits to recipients of benefits by an electronic benefit
transfersystem.

(b) If the necessary authorization under. aj is
granted,and excepas provided in sub. (8), the depart
mentmay implement a program to deliver byedectron
ic benefittransfer system any benefit that is administered
by the department and that the department desighgtes
rule.

“Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu

the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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(4) DuTIES;IMPLEMENTATION. Inimplementing a pro (6) ADMINISTRATION; CONTRACTS. The department
gramto deliver benefits by an electronic ben&finsfer may enter into a contraetith any financial institution, as
systemthe department shall do all of the following: definedin s. 705.043), or other fiscal intermediary to-ad

(a) Consult with members of the following groups: ministera program to delivelvenefits to recipients by an

1. Benefitrecipients. electronicbenefit transfer system. The contract shall re

2. Advocates for benefit recipients. quirethe contractor to do all of the following:

3. Financial institution personnel.

4. Appropriatecounty state and tribal governing
bodyemployes.

5. Persons who sell goods or services to recipfents
which payment may be made by use of an electronic

benefittransfer system, includings appropriate, retail on the use of the electronic benefit transfer system.
ers,landlords and public utilities. (7) RuLEs. Thedepartment shall promulgate rules for

(b) Holdinformational meetings at a variety of loca theadministration of the electronic benefit transfgs

(a) Provide training on the use of the electronic bene
fit transfer system to the persons enumerated in(4ub.
(a).

(b) Provide ongoing assistance, on a 24—hour basis,

tionsaround the state. temunder this section. The rules shall include all of the
(c) To the extent possible, maximize the usexét following: - o N

ing automated teller machinasd point—-of-sale termi (a) The liability, and limits on the liabilityof a recipi

nals. entfor lost benefitafter the loss or theft of a card issued

(d) Authorize the use of cards that physically re to the recipient under sub. (4) (d).
semblefinancial transaction cards, as defined ins. 943.41  (b) The suspension from a program of recipients, re
(1) (em). tailers or other participants for fraudulent activitgde

(5) SraTE AGENCIES. The department may enter into  fined by the department.
an agreement with any state agency to deliver benefits  (¢) A provision for confidentiality

paid by that agency by an electronic benefit transyer (d) Measures to be takéy the department or the

tem. personwith whom the department contracts under sub.

. (5m) ‘b.'NT COMMITTEE ON FINANCE REVIEW. Prior to (6) to ensure the security of card issuance and electronic
implementingthe electronic benefit transfer system un .
transferof benefits.

derthis section, the department shall notify the joint-com
P fy the | (8) COUNTY PARTICIPATION; EXCEPTION. Thedepart

mittee on financeof the proposed system. The depart . . ;
mentmay proceed with implementation of the system mentmay not require a county or tribal governing body

within 14 working days of the notification, the committee to participatein an electronic benefit transfer system un
doesnot schedule a meeting for the purpose of reviewing derthis section if theosts to the county or tribal govern
the departmeng proposed system. If the committee ingbody would be greater than the costs that the county
schedules meeting for the purpose of reviewing the-pro  or tribal governing body would incur in delivering the
posedsystem, the system shall not takieetfunless the  benefitsthrough asystem that is not an electronic benefit
committeeapproves the system. transfersystem.




