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University of Wisconsin-Madison

Office of Dean and Director College of Agricultural and Life Sciences
140 Agriculture Hall Wisconsin Agricultural Experiment Station
1450 Linden Drive
Madison, Wisconsin 53706 ,VG\[.)
608-262-1251; Fax: 608-262-4556 \/\
January 9, 1995 \Q&J‘Y e \o a—w
TO: Rep. Alvin Ott g @?\995 AP
Chair, Assembly Agriculture Committee U’ﬂ
o
FROM: M )
10? (\M‘\%
RE: Assembly Agriculture Committee - Hearing on College Campus

This is to follow up our meeting of January 5, relative to scheduling a hearing of the Assembly
Agriculture Committee on campus. I understand that you are primarily interested in hearing a student
perspective on the future of agriculture in the state.

First of all, let me say that we at the college are very pleased that you contacted us and are happy to
help coordinate the event and will begin putting together a proposal for your reaction. In the
meantime, though, I would like to summarize our discussion of last Thursday to make sure we are all
thinking along the same lines. The hearing would be on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in mid-
late February, 1995 and run from approximately 11:45 am through 2:15 pm. (Please note the later time -
- to accomodate a larger number of students.) We would anticipate an audience of about 100-200 students
and faculty. The hearing would be in a classroom on the Ag campus or alternatively, in a residence hall
dining room.

The hearing would begin with an introduction by the committee chair followed by an issue overview by
a faculty member(s) describing the problems and opportunities of agriculture in the state (15-20
minutes). You would then hear from 10-12 students who would make statements of 5-8 minutes each.
The students would also have the opportunity to comment on the opening presentation if they wish.
Although we would strive for a diverse mix of student presentors, they would be primarily from rural
Wisconsin. The students would address the question of whether or not they expect to return to rural
Wisconsin or a farm life, what factors influence their choice, and what they hear from family and
neighbors about farming as a way of life. To present a full picture of agricultural issues in the state, we
may wish to invite 1-2 students to address their concerns about the interaction of agriculture and the
environment. The student presentations would be followed by an open mike session and open discussion.

The audience would include short course and long course students and college faculty. You can expect
that the audience will be rather fluid because of class schedules and will likely bring their lunches to
the hearing. We can arrange for brown bag lunches to be brought in for committee members, if you wish.

Finally, we would organize a tour of the college for committee members prior to the hearing and will
submit to you a listing of possibilities from which to choose. The tour would be from 10:30 am - 11:30 am.

T'look forward to hearing your reactions to the above. In the meantime, thank you again for this
opportunity to serve state government. We view participation in this event as a unique opportunity for
students and faculty to view first-hand and contribute to the policy-making process.

cc: Richard Barrows
Sheila Coyle Earl
Len Maurer

University of Wisconsin—Madison provides equal opportunities for admission and employment.
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MEDIA ADVISORY

For Further Information Contact:
State Rep. Al Ott (R-Forest Junction)
(608) 266-5831 February 22,1995

Be sure to be on hand as members of the Wisconsin Assembly Agriculture
Committee explore the future of agriculture in Wisconsin first hand. The committee
will meet directly with the students and faculty that will lead agriculture into the next
century. The legislators will hold their committee meeting on Thursday, February
23, 1995 after taking a tour of the College of Agriculture and Life Science at the
UW-Madison. o

The group’s agenda for Thursday, February 23, 1995 ‘includes:

10:00 A.M. - 10:45 Tour of the Center for Dairy Research located in

- Babcock Hall .
10:45 AM.-11:30  Tour of the Land Information and Computer

Graphics Facility located in Steenbock Library.
11:45 A.M. ' Assembly Agriculture Committee will hold

its hearing on campus at the Carson Gully
Commons located on Tripp Circle. '

***Directions to events located on back***




Students Testifying at Assembly Agriculture Committee Hearing
February 23, 1995

College of Agricultural and Life Sciences
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Student Name Home Town Academic Major
1. B.J. Gallenberg Madison Wildlife Ecology

f0§ ﬁgnwﬁﬁw Hall Hiol
20 Corey Gelger Reedsville Dairy Science/Agricultural Economics
433 Lake Lawn, Flae

Madisen. 53703
3 Pete Haakensen Evansville Short Course

oo 106 Aa Halil
i@%@ imﬁm Drive

4. Kim Badtke Rosendale Agricultural Journalism/Food Science
o ieag LLmai%é"‘gmg e
Madisen, w21 53705

5. Lee Van Wychen Freedom Agronomy/Horticulture
R33 LekKe Lawoy Plac
mm;@m 537032

. 8. Stephame Lutter ~ Watertown Bacteriology
403 Shouerman Kﬁﬁ%@sém?ﬁ,}
;y} dSson 5370k :

‘ Z:‘”J;Kan Pickart St. Cloud Short Course
7 Ma983 Holly Road
ot Cloud, w 53074

8. Andy Buttles Waterford Dairy Science/Poultry Science
1815 Linden Orive 5
Madison 53700

79 ,,,,Carey Osofsky Pine Plains, NY Dairy Science/Agricultural Journalism
g Bierman - Slichker
Tadisen , Wt $3700

10. Mary Ellen Lerum DeForest Agricultural Education
1909 University Aue
Mﬁégmw 53164

IRE Rob R;ppchen Richland Center Agricultural Economics/Dairy Science
mmﬁm 53‘?&3
fs:i}{; @f&g@% Tripp %3 a:; Chandler L., )
Madisony 5370l - 129y Madison.. . 528

Stevent Pineusn
Lol Mekor Rood
Madisonn 52714
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ACRO TRENDS AFFECTING WISCONSIN’S AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY

W.D. Dobson
Department of Ag Econ, UW-Madison
February 23, 1995

I am pleased to have the opportunity to testify before the Wisconsin Assembly Agriculture
Committee. In these very brief remarks, I will describe trends which will shape the environment in which

graduates

of the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences will live, These comments reflect the

perspective of a faculty member who works in agribusiness management.

Macro Trends Affecting Wisconsin’s Agriculture.

1) Increased Concentration (Bigger Farms and Bigger Processing Plants) in Wisconsin’s Dairy Industry.

While Wisconsin’s dairy farms will not grow to the size of those in California, New Mexico
and Arizona in the next decade, many will increase substantially in size. Hammond’s Markov
projections show that the number of 100 to 199 cow dairy herds and 200 plus cow dairy herds
in Wisconsin will increase by 13% and 33%, respectively, from 1994 to 2001 [1]. Smaller
Wisconsin dairy herds—especially the 1 to 29 and 30 to 49 cow herds—will decline in number
during this period. According to Hammond, the growth in number of larger herds will reverse
the decline in total milk production in Wisconsin by 1999, However, this development will
not increase Wisconsin’s share of U.S. milk production. For Wisconsin farmers to gain market
share, they will have to rebuild and recapitalize at a greater pace than has occurred in recent
years.

The 2020 Initiative, the College’s Center for Dairy Profitability, the Center for Dairy Research,
other CALS work, the Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board, and efforts by State’s agribusinesses
that are heavily dependent on the dairy industry can help spur the turn around in milk
production in Wisconsin. : L f '

Processors of commodity dairy products will be subject to the discipline facing any producer
of a commodity product—i.e., they must be low-cost producers. Upper Midwestern processors
have claimed that a cheese plant producing commodity cheeses must process about a million
pounds of milk per day in order to be fully competitive. If the number of American cheese
plants in Wisconsin declined to the point that every operating plant processed a million pounds
of milk per day, it would require only about a quarter as many plants as presently exist in the
state. New cheese plant construction—which is a rarity in Wisconsin—would be involved in
such a transformation and consolidation. The last big new milk processing plant built in
Wisconsin was constructed by Alto Cooperative in 1984. Recently, rather than build new
plants in Wisconsin, processors have purchased milk processing plants in Western areas where
milk production is increasing rapidly. Witness the acquisitions of California plants by Mid-
America Dairyman and Land O’Lakes, Inc. If Wisconsin milk production turns around in a
robust fashion, we are likely to see some big new cheese plants constructed in Wisconsin. The
capital required for such new construction obviously would be large.

Producers of differentiated (value-added) products do not face the same cost discipline as
commodity processors. Hence, Wisconsin’s specialty cheese producers can take advantage of
niche marketing opportunities without being as concerned about production costs as commodity
Processors.




2) Reduced Federal Farm Program Benefits for Farmers.

As I follow developments regarding the 1995 Farm Bill, I see prospects for limited change
rather than sweeping changes in commodity programs. The most likely changes in the 1995
Farm Bill are reductions in target prices for grains by 2% or 3% per year and/or expansion of
the triple base provisions to 20% or 25% to reduce the amount of grain production eligible for

- support. While the federal milk order program is badly in need of overhaul, I have yet to see
how this overhaul can be accomplished in view of the large number of Southern and Eastern
dairy farmers who favor the status quo. Those wishing to overhaul the dairy price support
program will face similar difficulties. Hence, I expect limited change in federal dairy programs
in the 1995 Farm Bill. However, I believe forces will come into play (budget pressures,
reduced incentives for farmer participation in the programs, environmental concerns) which will
cause the 2000 Farm Bill to include substantially more change.

3) - International Markets Will Become More Important to Wisconsin Farmers and Agricultural
Businesses.

Export markets have long been important to Wisconsin corn and soybean producers. Programs
such as the Dairy Export Incentive Program and the recent GATT agreement have made
international market developments important to the State’s dairy industry as well. Questions
that now must be pondered by leaders of the State’s dairy industry include: (a) How much will
the GATT agreement reduce farm milk prices? (b) What are GATT-legal exports of dairy
products? (c) How can we expand exports of differentiated dairy products? (d) Should the U.S.
develop a dairy exporting board? (e) How can we protect U.S. borders effectively and fairly
during the next round of World Trade Organization negotiations? Many of these same
questions are important to farmers who are considering whether to expand their dairy farms.
To answer these questions, dairy leaders and expansion-minded farmers need a knowledge of
developments in the world dairy industry—particularly developments in the European Union,
New Zealand and Australia.

4) Implications for CALS Students. ;

The developments described above identify an agricultural sector in Wisconsin which (a) is
becoming more market oriented, (b) is capital intensive and strongly affected by macro
economic developments such as interest rates and exchange rates, (c) includes farms that are
becoming more like conventional businesses, (d) includes processing plants which must be

N low cost producers in order to survive in commodity businesses, and (e) is technologically
advanced. Students planning to work in this sector can use to advantage a broad range of
courses including technical agricultural subjects, international trade and international business
courses, business courses dealing with accounting, personnel management, law and finance;
computer science, microeconomics, and macroeconomics. Finally, in my judgement, the
student also needs to get real world experience through internships and special projects which
blur the distinction between the University and world of work. Students in CALS have
opportunities to get this rich array of course work and experience.

Reference

1.  Hammond, Jerome W., "Trends in the Size Distribution of Dairy Farms in Minnesota and
Wisconsin," Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, University of Minnesota, Staff
Paper P94-27, December 1994.




The Future of Agriculture: Some Thoughts and Observations.

Bruce L. Jones

\ Associate Professor and Extension Farm Management Specialist
. Department of Agricultural Economics
¢, College of Agricultural and Life Sciences
\%\BX‘* University of Wisconsin -- Madison

February 23, 1995

Since the start of the "Farm Crisis" in the early 1980s, many people in farming have advised
young men and women to pursue careers other than farming. This advise has generally been
offered because the returns from farming are not always as high as one might expect given the
risks of farming and the hours people must sometimes work to establish a business. Rather than
subject themselves to the hardships of farming, young people have been told to get degrees and
pursue careers that will provide them good incomes and some long-run security.

Relative to farming, other careers and vocations may seem to offer better rewards and less risks.
Over the last decade, however, we have seen that the problems of heavy work-loads and income
losses are not unique to farming. Market conditions change and businesses adjust in order to
compete. These adjustments are painful and they frequently cost people their jobs; regardless of
whether people are doing their jobs well.

The fact that careers outside of farming offer no guarantees is important because it contradicts
the argument that young men and women will be better served if they pursue careers other than
farming. There are no guarantees that nonfarm careers will shield young men and women from .
stressful workloads, limited earnings, or periods of unemployment. This fact should be noted by
those who are suggesting that young people should forego opportunities to farm in favor of
nonfarm careers.

The opportunities for young people to enter farming are limited and it is quite likely that these
opportunities will decline as farm numbers decline and farm assets like land, livestock , and
machinery are rolled into larger farming operations. This structural adjustment in agriculture will
make it difficult for young men and women to enter farming but it does not mean they cannot
pursue agricultural-related careers.

Our agricultural system is complex and diverse and persons with special talents are needed to
make the system function. Persons with technical expertise are needed to help farmers utilize
technologies in production activities. Other individuals are needed to develop new technologies
that will solve farmers production problems. We also need persons to manage our marketing and
distribution systems which channel inputs and output through our agricultural system. Persons
with financial expertise are needed to access the financial capital that is used to finance the
various businesses which produce, process, or market agricultural commodities and products.
There are numerable career opportunities in agriculture today and it is likely these opportunities
will grow over time as we discover new uses for our agricultural resources. These discoveries
will not be made however, if we do not encourage our young people to enter agricultural-related
careers. Thus our challenge is to help young men and women see that agriculture has a place for
them, even if it is not on a farm.




March 3, 1995

Dr. Robert Kauffman

Rm. 270 Meat Science and Muscle Biology Lab
UW-Madison

Madison, WI 53706

Dear Dr. Kauffman:

I felt obligated to write to you in response to a recent article that appeared in
the Sunday, February 26, Wisconsin State Journal. This article states that you
have testified to the Agriculture Committee stating that Wisconsin could
eliminate the agricultural programs at UW-Platteville and UW-River Falls
because "UW-Madison is the best-equipped and most practical  for
undergraduate education”. 1 couldn't disagree with you more! I can not speak
about Platteville because I do not know first hand about their program. I can,
‘however, speak in support of the excellent agricultural program that River
Falls offers and what a disappointment it would be to lose that program,

In 1985, 1 selected to attend UWRF and major in Animal Science not only
because my most influential high teacher graduated from there but because of
its small community environment. I did not want to attend a large university
in a large city even though I had been accepted to Madison!  Throughout my
four years at UWRF, I learned that the professors, especially in the College of
Agriculture, wanted their students to gain not only a excellent education but a
clear understanding of agriculture in the real world.  This was evident by the
willingness of the professors to instruct, consult and advise even on a. one-on-
one basis, if neccessary, always putting the student's well-being first.
~ Something that may not be as prominent on UW-Madison campus! While at
UWRF, I had an excellent opportunity to be a work study assistant to the
Animal Science department chair. This taught me about the work and
preparation that goes into daily set-up of teaching laboratories as well as the
dedication of a chairman to his department.  Through this university, I also
was chosen for a internship position at the U.S.D.A. Dairy Forage Research
Center in Prairie du Sac. I enjoyed this job so much that I returned there for
two summer jobs following the internship. ~ Throughout these experiences at
UWRF, I realized that my love for agriculture went beyond our family farm
and I decided to do more than milk cows for the rest of my life. Through the
advise and persuasion of numerous professors in the College of Agriculture, I
applied to graduate school and was soon accepted into one of the top research
universities. I am convinced that my strong letters of recommendations from
UWRF professors as well as my knowledge and skills acquired at UWRF
convinced VA Tech Dairy Science faculty to accept me into their Reproductive
Physiology program. Since I received my master's degree in 1991, [ have been
employed at the UW-Biotechnology Center here on UW-Madison campus.  This
has given me an opportunity to witness numerous lectures/seminars within
the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences. [ would not conclude that
undergraduates at UW-Madison have any advantage, either professionally or
socially, over UWRF undergraduates.




I was invited to UWRF-College of Agriculture last December to guest lecture on
biotechnology.  Throughout the course of 7 hours of lecture and lab work,
students learned embryo collection and manipulation including the details of
transgenic animal production. This was possible because of microscopic
equipment recently acquired by the College. During this visit, I also was given
a tour of the Animal Science building and saw modern molecular biology
equipment (PCR machines, tissue culture equipment, etc.) that is utilized daily
by students. I also witnessed energetic professors from various departments
cager to learn more about biotechnology. As a whole, my December visit
strengthened my beliefs that UWRF is trying to keep up on modemn technology
to deliver the best education to their students.

I am appalled that the Legislature is even considering closing what I think is
one of the best colleges of agriculture. I am not fully aware of the conditions
that lead to this Committee hearing but I do realize that closing part or all of
UWRF-College of Agriculture would be a loss to the State of Wisconsin. I would
think that under careful investigation one would find that River Falls not only
attracts  Wisconsin high school students but also numerous students from
Minnesota.  These students look forward to obtaining a great education at a
small, close-knit university. And that is what they will find!

Today I am a highly skilled professional because of an education that began at
UWRF. I will always be indebted to the professors in the College of Agriculture
for helping me get here!

Sincerely yours,

Kathleen Krentz Helmuth, M.S

322 sM1 407 South Road
1300 University Ave. Mount Horeb, WI 53572
UW-Madison (608)437-5060

Madison, WI 53706
(_608)265-2801

cc: Al Ott, Chairman, Agriculture Committee
Dean, UWRF-College of Agriculture
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March 6, 1995

Representative David W. Ward (/U
Room 402, 100 North Hamilton

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, WI

Dear Repre

The comments dne of our faculty members made to the Assembly Agriculture
Committee about university agricultural educational programs in Wisconsin were
indeed regrettable. Let me assure you that the views expressed by Professor Bob
Kauffman in no way reflect my position, the position of the Dean of the UW-
Madison College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, nor the position of many faculty
from the three institutions who have worked cooperatively for many years.

Wisconsin is fortunate to have three excellent agricultural colleges, affording
Wisconsin residents a diverse offering of high caliber programs. Programs at UW-
Platteville, UW-River Falls, and UW-Madison each have unique strengths and
areas of specialization that will continue to benefit students and agricultural
enterprises in this state. The UW System conducted a lateral review of its
agricultural and natural resources undergraduate programs in 1991-92 and
concluded that there was no unnecessary duplication of programs.

Professor Kauffman does not speak for the college, the campus nor the system on
policy matters as important and as sensitive as the closing of schools or colleges.
The views expressed by a single individual should not become the basis for
dissension among supporters of the various agricultural colleges. Recent
conversations with Dean Roger E. Wyse confirm that there has been excellent
collaboration and cooperation among the agricultural colleges of this state on both
curriculum and applied research activities. Please know that I remain committed to
working with you and my colleagues at UW-Platteville and UW-River Falls to
maintain the academic excellence we have come to expect from all three programs.

Office of the Chancellor

Bascom Hall University of Wisconsin—Madison 500 Lincoln Drive Madison, Wisconsin 53706-1380
608/262-9946 FAX: 608/262-8333




I look forward to working with you and youi‘ colleagues on the many issues the
entire UW System will face in the days to come. If I can ever be of any assistance,
please do not hesitate to call. 7

David Ward
Chancellor

cc: Members, Assembly Agriculture Committee
Representative Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Dale Schultz
Chancellor Robert Culbertson, UW-Platteville
Chancellor Gary A. Thibodeau, UW-River Falls




- University of Wisconsin-Madison

Office of Dean and Director College of Agricultural and Life Sciences
140 Agriculture Hall Wisconsin Agricultural Experiment Station
1450 Linden Drive

Madison, Wisconsin 53706

608-262-1251; Fax: 608-262-4556

March 13, 1995

Representative Alvin Ott
318 North - State Capitol
P.O. Box 8953

Madison, WI 53708

Dear Representative Ott:

When the UW System Consortium for Agricultural and Natural Resources met
recently here in Madison, the deans decided to issue a statement to dispel some of
the impressions left by Professor Kaufman in his comments to the Assembly
Agriculture Committee last month. I hope this joint statement helps to clarify my
position, and the position of the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, and the
UW-Madison on the issues he raised about college programs for agricultural and
natural resources students in this state.

Please call if you have questions or need additional information.

With best regards,
Sincerely,
Roger Ej Wyse
Dean and Director
Encl.

University of Wisconsin—Madison provides equal opportunities for admission and employment.
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The Country Today

Deans react to Kauffman’s
proposal to close ag schools

Madison

The deans from Wisconsin’s
three agricultural colleges have
reacted to comments made by a
University of Wisconsin-Madison
professor last week that there are
“too many agricultural colleges in
the state competing for students.”

Comments by Bob Kauffman,
a UW-Madison meat and animal
science professor, to the
Assembly Agriculture Committee
were published in the March 1
edition of The Country Today.

In response, deans Thomas
Lindahl at UW-Platteville, Gary
Rohde at River Falls, and Roger
Wyse at UW-Madison, said in a
joint statement that since Mr.
Kauffman’s notion that the state
has too many agricultural colleges
received widespread publication,
they decided to issue a statement
to correct some misstatements
and misperceptions now swirling
around what they termed an
“unfortunate incident.”

First the deans noted that the
views expressed were those of
Mt. Kauffman alone and do not
represent the views of Mr. Wyse,
dean of the UW-Madison CALS.
They said Mr. Kauffman’s views
are those of a single faculty mem-
ber.

Second, the deans said Mr.
Kauffman’s views were based on
erroneous information. For exam-
le, they took issue with Mr:
uffman’s statement that CALS

could accommodate twice the stu-
dents it now has. They said the
fact is the college could not
accommodate 4,400 undergradu-
ate students without drastically
reducing educational quality.
However, they noted that Mr.
Kauffman’s meat and animal sci-
ence departments have strong
demand for trained graduates and
could use more students.

The deans said, “It is important
to note that undergraduate enroll-
ment has grown substantially at
each of our campuses in recent
years, but we continue to have
shortages of trained agriculturists
to meet strong employment
demand.”

Third, they said Mr.
Kauffman’s statement implies that
there is substantial duplication of
effort among the three colleges.
Again, they said, his statement
misses the mark.

They reported that UW-System
agricultural and natural resources
colleges underwent an extensive
lateral review in 1992. An outside
group of consultants, after cam-
pus visits and review of in-depth
documentation, concluded that
there is “remarkably little unnec-
essary overlap and duplication”
among the educational programs.

The report said, “In the few
areas where national trends and
student numbers suggested con-
solidation, actions have been
taken to combine or eliminate
majors. The results of the system
reviews clearly indicated that
there is a need and a unique role
for each of the colleges.”

The deans noted further that all
campuses have dropped or con-
solidated majors — painful, but
necessary steps to preservé acade-
mic quality. At Platteville, the for-
mer College of Agriculture has

"been combined with programs of

business, life science and industry
to form a new college.

River Falls, they said, has addi-
tional focus on agricultural engi-
neering technology. In the area of

~agricultural training of high

school teachers, as River Falls and
Platteville will concentrate on
undergraduate education while
Madison maintains its certificate
program and concentrates on
graduate training. ,

Madison, they said, will con-
tinue its unique role in research
and graduate training while
downsizing its faculty by 10 per-
cent to match budget realities.
Also, they reported Madison is
combining the poultry depart-
ment with the meat and animal

science department and eliminat-
ing, consolidating or transferring
centers and majors.

Finally, the deans said the
recent controversy may lead peo-
ple to believe that the three deans
in this state don’t work together
and don’t cooperate. The fact is,
they said, “We have more cooper-
ative efforts underway now in
undergraduate education and
applied research than ever before.
For example, Platteville students
are now enrolled in agricultural
law courses taught by a Madison
professor using new distance edu-
cation technologies..

The three colleges are partici-
pating in a Kellogg Foundation-
supported “food service partner-
ship” study that will help define
new directions for agricultural
education, research and out-
reach,” they said, adding that
more cooperative efforts are envi-
sioned for the future and they are
working at finding new ways to
share individual strengths and
enrich educational experiences
for students at all schools.

The deans said “Food produc-
tion, processing and marketing is
a multi-billion-dollar economic
enterprise in Wisconsin, account-
ing for one in every five jobs. Our
agricultural colleges are a key to
the success of this important eco-
nomic sector and we are working
together to provide the trained
young people and knowledge
Wisconsin agriculture needs to be
competitive and successful in the
future.” they concluded.
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egislators, School Leaders Back

Ag Campuses

press is often criticized for dwelling on a |
ative aspect of a story while largely ignor-
the positive portion. This week I had a |
at” opportunity to “sell more newspapers” |
iving a negative emphasis to what seemed |
1e to be a largely positive story about the ;
embly Ag Committee’s first ever meeting |
:he UW-Madison’s College of Agncultural ]
Life Sciences (CALS) campus.

to have taken a negative tact seemed to
unfair to the 14 students (story found else-
rre in this issue) who shared with the com-
tee their outlook on their own future ca-
's in agriculture. The students had fin-
d testifying before state Representative Al
(R-Forest Junction), chair of the Assembly"
Committee, called on Robert Kauffman, a
‘essor in the school’s meat and animal sci-
: department for the past 30 years.

said he’d struggled with the decxs:on of
m to-call on Kauffman, because on. the
ring slip he’d filled out mdxcatmg he
1ed to testify, the instructor had indicated
wanted to discuss the future of having
e colleges of ‘agriculture in the state. The
ran lawmaker evidently knew a potential
ibshell when he saw one and did not recog- .
+ Kauffman until nearly the end of the
hcmr heanng

ssence, Kauffman said CALS could handle
ce as many students as it has and he

Mlssoun native pomted out. both “Iowa, :
Missouri have only one colIege of agricul-
.. Td argue we can’t afford three colleges of
culture in Wisconsin,” he continued; citing
get restraints and the' need to cut costs as
bas\s of his recommendatmn‘

were gradmg his performance, I'd give the
fessor an "A” for courage, but a failing ~
le for his tmnng and choice of audience..
s doesn’t mean I doubt his sincerity. And 1
nd to the hilt his right to express his opin-
But his timing couldn’t have been more
ase,

sems to me his budgetary concerns could
e just as well been saved for the budget.-
rings. Or his opinion might have made the
it ‘sense, had it been expressed in a
1ghtful letter to the Board of Regents. Or
dight have been sent to the Save (Study of
ainistrative Value and Efficiency) Com-
sion before it wound up its deliberations
made its final report to the governor. It
ht even have been appropriate at some of’
early Dairy 2020 focus groups.

unittee members lost no time in challeng-
Kauffman. Rep. Barbara Gronemus (D-
itehall) asked about entrance require-
1ts. Sometimes students who ‘haven’t all
credits for Madison’s more stringent sys- .
, find it easier to enter either Plattevxlle or
»r Falls, she remmded him.

. David Ward (R-Fortpspessos

“Baldus (D-Menomonie) to attend a mex ng

.. to Kauffman. “Regents don’t like
~around with the UW System, ;

~ College of Agriculture. I'm not saying the. col-

process, discovering ways to define our var-
- | ious roles and, through information tech-
‘nology, continue to provide outstanding ed-
ucation for undergrduates and for CALS to
. continue to deal with its fundamental and
applied research which beneﬁts the agri-
cultural mdustry. .

“We need to define our various roles and
work together,” Wyse continued, adding
“research was a valuable link to under- |
graduate education at the other two cam-
puses,” adding “they both have excellent
undergrad programs.”

On Friday, Agri- V;ew spoke with Senat,or
Dale Schultz (R-Richland Center) whose dis-
trict includes UW-Platteville. The senator
called Kauffman’s statements “extremely dis-
appointing and counter-productive, but not all
together unexpected. A lot of the ag communi-
graduate students are from Plattevﬂle emd‘ “ty has been very dlsappomted in the attitude
River Falls,” Ward volunteered. " of the Madison’ faculty toward individual fac-

An’ mvxtatlon from commxttee member Rep Al 2 4

du :
UW-Platteville, asked “What about two col-
‘leges sharing different programs so as not to
duplicate? As a board member of the Center
for Dairy Research and a'member of Wiscon-
sin Milk Marketing Board I've heard com-
ments from that researc}mrs find the best

the campus of UW-River Falls was

"‘From a Iegxslatlve perspective, there is an

Gronemus called for additional fundmg fnr ontstandmg relationship between faculty and

the state’s three ag campuses: “I do

. isn’t duplicated anywhere éIse
Senator Sch ! tz contmuqd n't think leg-
‘stnngs will be

not saying they

ut capacity and
-afford to provide
tax support for three colleges of ag When one
will do.”

Chaarman Ott acknowled

have a serious time when we look at taxpayar
policy. I'd suggest to you that you keep in.
mind the co-chair of the Joint Finance is
proud of his UW-Platteville education.” (He
was referring to Rep. Ben Brancel (R-Endeav-
or) who along with Sen. Joe Leean (R-Wau-
paca) chairs the Joint Fmance Comm:ttee
Brancel graduatedfro Platteville.)

Responding to a qu
(R-Cambria), Ka : !

saying “every university needs a Col;ege £
Letters and Science, but not every one needs a

! ch year from Platteville's ag
school and almost 100% of them are placed in
Jobs each year, he added.

Up at UW-River Falls, ag dean Gary Rohde

- said Kauffman’s comments were “ill conceived
and certainly inaccurate. On behalf of UW-
River Falls we wouldn’t agree with the assess-
ment he’s made.”

Rohde pointed to areas where UW-RF and
CALS have had joint programs in some ap-
‘plied research areas. “Some of our faculty
members work together and we’re always
looking for some distance education opportu-
nitxes with other state mstltumons,” he said.

In the paat five years, enro!lmants at UW-RF
“‘have been increasing, not decreasing,” the
“dean continued. UW-RF has between 1,300
and 1,400 students in its college of agricul-
ture. “We have one of the top 25 undergrad
programs in the U'S. .in terms of undergrad
“enrollment. Our program is strong,” Rohde as-
95

leges at Platteville aren’t domg a good job. “I
see nothing wrong with moving CALS to Plat-
teville, if that's what’s ordered.”

CALS dean Roger Wyse told Agri-View he had
“no idea Kauffman was going to make those
remarks. His comments represented his opin-
ion as an individual,” Wyse stressed. “From
my perspective we've been working very close- -
ly with UW-River Falls and UW-Platteville
through both the lateral review _process and
as members of of the ag consortium...- :
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The Country Today

Wed., March 1, 1995

FEB..27-MARCH 5, 1995

NATIONAL PANCAKE WeEK.

refore Ash-Wednesday, got

¢ 'of shriving — undergoing
nfession -~ prior to Lent."
re tied to the ‘special foods
3f Lent. Mardi Gras:(Fat
weeks of feasting and rev-
sylvania Dutch eat fasnacht -
hout with-a slit in the mid-
ithout ‘yeast,"On: Pancake
¢ cooking fats that are for-
1, the connection between
day was so strong that the
church-became known as
irts of England.

¢ ]zar]e 1 ]war the

1?1(301@9

And ﬁvifers malze a
» qa, lant smell.
s = Poor Robin's Almanac, 1684

 home humiditiers to e

12 teaspoon salt
1'teaspoon cinnamon
- 2eggs
2cups milk
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cupoll or
melted

s Add a tablespoon of bottled lemon juice to the water In

~ CINNAMON PANCAKES

2cups ﬂoul {white, whole
wheat, or combination)
2teaspoons baking powder -

liminate musty odors.

ingredients. In a sep-
arate bowl, lightly
beat eggs, then mix'in
milk, b‘mwn‘sugarrand ]
_oil. Make: a well'in the
dry mgredxems and add
the wet mgrednems allat
once, mixing until large
lumps disappear. Cook
~~ on a lightly greased
griddle over medium-
high heat.

M;x together the dry

Makes about 20
- 4" pancakes.

ather data Feb 20-26

COUNTIES
.m IOWA
A7 1 JACKSON.
A7 | JEFFERSON
T JUNEAU | N
16 | KENOSHA . |
13| LACROSSE | ¢
24| LINCOLN |36
1] A7 | MANITOWOC | 39 |1
T MARATHON 112
i = | MARINETTE 10
—= | MARQUETTE |46 |15 | .05 .
T MILWAUKEE | 47 [19 | .02 - TREMPEALEAU40 |14 | 11 =
04 | MONROE |40 |15 | T WALWORTH - |48 | 19| .03
15 | OCONTO 38 {16 | .04 WASHBURN - Jag:- |4 | 18
14 | OUTAGAMIE {37 |13 |18 "WASHINGTON |41 |17 | .03 -
S| M| OZAUKEE |45 |19 | .05 WAUPACA = a0 12 |24
f— PEPIN |38 |14 |-— = WAUSHARA |38 |12 ] 14
A PIERCE 36 |12 |—  WINNEBAGO fés 15 | .35
04 | POLK 3 |10 .04 wooD iaa 13 | .28
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d stamps

alone, he said, generate $10 mil-
lion to $12 million in yearly retail
food purchased. The school lunch
program, he said, accounts for 6
percent of all fluid milk sold in
United States. He did not make
any comment on ending the wide-
spread food stamp fraud that
amounts to more than $2 billion a
year.

In commentmg on the food
safety issue, Mr. Rominger said
the USDA proposes to go from a
sight,: touch and smell inspection
system to one based on scientific
testing and systematic prevention
of contamination. He said the new.
system will save society thou-
sands of lives and billions of dol-
lars. He said any effort to slow or
freeze regulatory programs will
not move the country forward in
these regards.

Efforts will continue, he said,
in terms of wetlands, protection of
critical soil and water and wildlife
issues. He said agriculture must

QUALITY YOU CAN DEPEND ON
SKY PL290 LAGOON PUMP

“FABULOUS”

continue its tremendots record of
resporise to public concerns for
conservation and environmental.

One of the positive actions he
pointed out was that the CRP pro-
gram will be continued and will
be modified to allow some farm-
ers to remove land 'so that addi-
tional environmentally critical
land can be entered, thus expand-
ing water quality, wildlife habitat,
enhancing wetlands and st111
_reducing soﬂ erosion,

Colostmm seen

for medical use
Continued from Page A1

frozen and collected in special
containers. He said the colostrum
is worth from $40 to $80 per
cow, per birth. He said the use of
colostrum in the future as a med-
ical food could provide extra
cash for dairy farmers.

As a medical food, Dr. Hoerr
said there are some antibiotics
that will eventually slow decay
in humans’ teeth and treat their

ums. “You may intake these
antibodies through eating
yogurt,” he said, as an example.

— Arnie Hoffman

Students ask more governmeni
help to strengthen ag industry

Continued from Page A1
cream and butter to over 200
stores and three farmers markets
in New York, New Jersey and

* Long Island.

+ “Like so many other farms
we have struggled to survive,”
said the sophomore, adding that
when she was younger there were
at least 30 farms around the High

" Plains area, but now there are
Ctwo. :

“Ipg extremely tragic that the
family farm in the United States is
starting to-disappear, however,
sadly, that’s the case.

“There’s a real need for more
farmers to view what has always
been taken for granted as'a way of
life, as the a multifaceted business
that it is. I believe strongly that

new ideas and reputations must be .

infused into the industry,” Ms.
Osofsky told the committee mem-
bers. ,

She eiplamed that commg to
Wisconsin to study daxry science

~was a “logical choice” for her, but
_| the problems the state dairy

industry faces trouble her. “It is

-yery scary to me that the one

place that has become synony-

_ mous with milk is losing its edge.
- We the next generation and you,

the leaders and lawmakers, have
to take action and preserve
Wisconsin -~ as  America’s
Dairyland ™ she said.

She said diversification and
direct marketing appear to be the
buzz words of the *90s. “The
problem-is that diversification
adds another business to our
already existing, full-time job and

-'adds a whole new set of problems

for employees and the like.” she
said.

Diversifying will not work
everywhere or for everyone, she
admitted, but it could work in
Wisconsin. She encouraged the
committee to consider small
events, like conferences, to edu-
cate farmers on ways to diversify
their businesses. “We’ve got to sit
down and face the problems and
obstacles head on,” she said.

Like many near-graduates,
Kimberly Badtke, a food science
and agricultural journalism major
from Rosendale, wonders about
the job market climate when she
graduates. “It’s important to keep
industries here in Wisconsin. We
must play a role in making sure
that an industry knows what the
state has to offer it as well as
make the state aware of what the
industry needs to stay,” she
advised.

As a food science major, Ms.
Badtke knows that food safety is
an important issue. She said farm-
ers are concerned about unfair
regulations for food that is com-
ing into and going out of the
country. The United States faces
more stringent regulations for
exporting products, than countries
that import products to the United
States, she said.

Peter Haakenson, Farm and
Industry Short Course president,
said, “Wisconsin is in a time of
change ” The expansions and

[The Conntre Todav 27wz |

added businesses mean farmers
are dealing with banks and
bankers more and more. He hopes
that lending institutions will
change their ways of thinking
about farmer loans,

“I’d love to see guaranteed
loans or ‘interest rates for farm-
ers,” said Mr. Haakenson. “I feel
there’s a lot of money to be made
here in Wisconsin... We have
three major factors for dairying.
‘We can grow cheap, quality for-
age. We have water, and we have
land. You compare that to other
areas and they don’t have that.”

A dairy science and agricultur-
al economics major from
Manitowoc County, Corey Geiger
told the committee the state does
not treat the dairy industry as a
true industry,

Mr. Geiger said dairying gen-
erates $17 billion for the state’s

economy every ycar, equaling 58"

percent of the state’s total income
and 6.7 percent of the state’s jobs.

He said commumtnes often
provide loans for new businesses
totaling up to $20,000 for each
new job created by the business.
Answering a question about how
farmers could pay off the debt

with $11 milk, he rephed that the
50-cow ~with  which
Wisconsin farmers are 50 at easé

may not be the answer any. more.
Thekeyisto. lower

He also surprised some com-

mittee members by saying his -

Madison - :
If the ears of every Umve:sxty
of Wisconsin agricultural profes-
sor in the state were ringing on
Feb. 23, it was for good reason.

In an unusuval public hearing
held on the UW-Madison campus,
the Assembly Agriculture
Committee, chaired by Al Ott, R-
Forest Junction, invited students
and faculty ‘to-address problems
and posstbie solutions for agm:ul-
ture’s future.

Bob Kauffman, professor in
the Department of Meat and
Animal Science at UW-Madison
for thirty years, proposed 4 solu-
tion for the constant funding bat-
tle between the three agricultural
schools in the state that made
some people squirm.

M, Kauffman suggested elim-
inating one or two of the three
agricultural colleges. “We cannot
afford to have three colleges of
agriculture in the state of
Wisconsin. We can’t have two
state universities within 70 miles
of each other competing for not
only funds, but the good students
of Wisconsin,” he said, referring
to UW-Platteville and UW-
Madison..

“This college’s capacity for
educating undergraduates and
graduate students has not been
exceeded. In fact, I'would argue
that we have plenty of room for
twice the number of undergradu-

» AR AN §

_price or lower the

now, * he challe:x

father had received letters fron
Texas and Mexico, inviting hin
to move his dairy operation south
Another student, Andrew Buttles
also said his family has receivet
letters from Nebraska and Kansa
promoting mcenuves for movm;
their dairy south.

Kansas pledged no propert
taxes for 10 years if the family
built a dairy in their state, said M1
Buttles. Farming 700 acres i1
very urbanized Racine County.

Agreeing with Mr. Geiger, he
said agriculture is not treated like
an industry. When a compan}
with 1,000 employees says they
are going to leave a state, the statc
will do everything in its power tc
get the company to stay, he said
But when between 1,000 anc
2,000 farmers quit farming in :
year, they are not pursued or per
ceived‘as one business.

Kari Pickart, New Holstein, :
second year student in the Farn
and Industry Short Course, see:
more and more farmers selling
their farms and asked the commit
tee for help in keepmg farmer
interested in farming. -

“I-wish I could mzse the milk
property taxes
but I can’t. I hope the state will
hear me and try to pass something
through. If people don’t get a
decent price for their milk, they’re
going t0 have mor debt than
income,” she said.

= Janelle Thomas

proposed solu-

~tion) is too big for you. Maybe it’s

too political for you, but I would
say as a tax payer and as a faculty
member here at the Umverslty of
Wxsconsm, 1 thmk

we cannot afford to support three
colleges ‘of agriculture when one
will do.” - ;
Mr. Kauffman emphasized
that he has no disregard for his
co-workers at the other two uni-
versities. “I have good colleagues
at both Platteville and River Falls
and I-have no reason to believe
they are doing a poor job. I am
simply saying we are talking
about conservation.

The committee le from
the veteran professor that the
UW-Madison meat and animal
science department has about 20
faculty members; the same num-
ber of faculty the entire UW-
Platteville agnculture college
employs.

“The professor claimed that he
would not object.to-moving UW-
Madison’s agriculture school to
UW-Platteville if that was the
decision, but he said, “I can’t fath-
om fhat because of all our basic
sciences that go-along so
with our graduate programs
— Janelle Tl
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