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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN Mailing Address: 410 S. 3rd Street

RIVER FALLS River Falls, Wl 54022-5001

Office of the Dean

College of Agriculture

Room 210 Agriculture Science Building
715/425-3841

715/425-3785 FAX

March 6, 1996

Honorable Al Ott, State Representative
Wisconsin 3rd Assembly District
Room 318 North State Capitol

P. O. Box 8953

Madison, WI 53708

Dear Repres tive Ott:

On behalf of our College of Agriculture and University, I want to thank you and the members of the
Assembly Committee on Agriculture for holding a public hearing on our campus. We appreciated the
Committee’s willingness to travel to River Falls and spend two days visiting with our students,
faculty, and agri-business representatives on important issues affecting Wisconsin agriculture, rural
development and higher education in agriculture.

Attached are copies of additional testimony from faculty members who were unable to testify at the
public hearing due to the expiration of time at the public hearing on Thursday, February 22, 1996.
These are statements from faculty in our departments of Plant & Earth Science and Agricultural
Economics that discuss the importance of support for education in agriculture in Wisconsin.

I'am pleased that the hearing received wide coverage from the local and state agricultural press. Both

the Country Today and AgriView carried major stories that focused on our proposed new dairy

facility, and the importance of additional funding to support computers and other technology related to

agriculture, food and the environmental sciences. It was heartening to see the enthusiasm and broad
- Interest of faculty and students who testified and attended the public hearing.

Your presence on our campus and willingness to focus on higher education and rural development is
important to our University and to the state of Wisconsin. The Assembly Committee on Agriculture
plays an important role in policy and funding initiatives that directly impact on agriculture. This
information gathering session and your presence in western Wisconsin will hopefully be of assistance
in future legislative deliberations.

Again, we thank you for coming and firmly believe that the two days were mutually beneficial. We
look forward to working with you in the future.

Sincerely,

yary E. Rohde, Dean
College of Agriculture

c: Members of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture--Ward, Ainsworth, Zukowski, Otte,
Skindrud, Hahn, Olsen, Gronemus, Baldus, Reynolds, Springer, Wilder, Dueholm.
Senator Alice Clausing
Representative Sheila Harsdorf
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Cenex/Land d’Lakes Agronomy Company (612) 451-5151

March 9, 1995

2

Dr. Bob Baker, Chair
Plant & Earth Science Department
- University of Wisconsin - River Falls
i River Falls, WI 54022

RE: AGRONOMY DEPARTMENT, UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - RIVER FALLS

Dear Dr. Baker:

production planning, nutrient management planning, and pesticide management planning,
followed by appropriate crop production input sales.

Secondly, we have interacted with the Agronomy faculty in research, demonstration, and training

plots on the campus farms since 1985. This effort has involved faculty and teaching
academic staff, as wel] as non-teaching personnel. This arrangement has involved the

the Agronomy Program at University of Wisconsin - River Falls as being of high quality.

P.O. Box 64089, St. Paul, MN 55164-0089
5500 Cenex Drive, Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077




page two
Letter to Dr. Bob Baker, Chair
March 10, 1995

The students altending University of Wisconsin - River Falls have a unique advantage of priority
access to production agriculture in a lab farm setting. The majority of the students in the past
have had farm backgrounds, but as demographics indicate, there are fewer of these students
available for recruitment. Therefore, the undergraduate education emphasis at the University of
Wisconsin - River Falls is critical in providing students excellent job opportunities in Production
Agriculture, especially in the agri-business areas of consultative selling. Due to the closure of
University of Minnesota - Waseca coupled with the research and graduate training emphasis of
both the University of Wisconsin - Madison and University of Minnesota - St. Paul, the
University of Wisconsin - River Falls Agronomy program is not effectively duplicated by any
higher education institution in this region.

We highly value our relationship with the University of Wisconsin - River Falls, its faculty,
academic teaching staff and non-teaching personnel. The program is strong and requires
constant maintenance to develop the students who will be able to meet the needs of production
agriculture in the 21st century. We are willing to elaborate on any issues that you may have
concerning specific items you need addressed to fully evaluate the Agronomy Academic
Program at the University of Wisconsin - River Falls.

Sincerely yours,
David E. Johnson, President
Cenex/Land O’Lakes Agronomy Company
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SHEILA E. HARSDORF

State Representative
Wisconsin’s 30th Assembly District

—

March 14, 1996

Representative Alvin Ott, Chair
Assembly Committee on Agriculture
318 North, State Capitol
INTERDEPARTMENTAIT

Dear Represepnfative Ott:

As you may recall, when the Assembly Committee on Agriculture held
a public hearing at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls there
was insufficient time for everyone interested to testify.

One of these individuals, Dr. Steve Carlson, a professor at UW-
River Falls has provided his written comments which he asked me to
share with you. I hope you will take time to read them.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

P

SHEILA E. HARSDORF
State Representative
30th Assembly District

SEH/ksp

MEMBER: JOINT COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

15 North, State Capitol, P.O. Box 8952, Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8952 (608-266-1526) or (1-800-362-WISC)
' N6627 County Road E, River Falls, Wisconsin 54022 (715-425-6430)
Recycled Paper and Soy Base Ink




1802 Warden Street
;ﬁ@ United States Soil Eau Claire, WI 54703

Department of Conservation
Agriculture Service

April 25, 1994

Bob Baker
Chair, Department of

Plant and Earth Sciences
University of Wisconsin River Falls
Department of Plant and Earth Sciences
River Falls, WI 54022

Dear Bob,

The purpose of this letter is to reflect support for the Soil
Major program at River Falls. In a time of increasing
environmental concerns, soil information is looked upon ‘as the
basic requirement to ensure the responsible management of all our
natural resources.

With the need and use of soil information increasing and the
level of its use becoming more complex as it relates to other
issues educational programs for providers of this information
needs to be, if anything, strengthened. Soil use problems are
related to many geological, climate, social, cultural and
economic situations as well. From my knowledge of many soil
graduates from River Falls your soil staff does an exceptional
job in relating to the students, and making them appreciate, the
complex relations of soil science to these other situations.

This excellence is evidenced within our agency by three of the
last four soil scientist hires being River Falls Soil Major
graduates.

Sincerely,
. o - s
. _ s
/‘//7 z/; "é;_f f

LARRY'L. NATZKE
Area Resource Soil Scientist

The Sod Conservation Service
1S an agency of the
2 Oeoartment of Agncutture AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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NIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN Mailing Address: 410 S. 3rd Street

RIVER FALLS River Falls, Wi 54022-5001

Office of the Dean

College of Agriculture

Room 210 Agriculture Science Building
715/425-3841

715/425-3785 FAX

DATE: March 8, 1996

TO: Wisconsin State Assemble Agriculture Committee
e

FROM: Dr. Gerald Nolte, Professor and Chaj /
Agricultural Economics Department / //
University of Wisconsin-River Falls7 //

RE: Follow up Testimony to hearing theld on the UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-RIVER
FALLS campus February 22, 1996

The Honorable Al Ott and all committee members:

Thank you for coming to River Falls on February 22 and 23. The faculty and students are proud of
"our” college and we are always pleased to show it off. We think we are good stewards of the
State's resources and we are confident enough our belief that we encourage anyone, especially
legislators and employers of our students, to scrutinise us carefully. Good teaching is not
glamours stuff and it doesn't make headlines. People who want to know have to take the time see it
up close and ask the right questions of the right people. Again, thank you for taking the time.

My name is Gerald Nolte. I am a professor and the chair of the Agricultural Economics Department
of the College of Agriculture at The University of Wisconsin-River Falls. I have been a professor
here for 25 years. In that time I have seen good times and bad time here at the University and for
agriculture. I remain optimist for the future.

I'had hoped to speak to you on the 22nd but time ran out. I do not feel bad about it. I think it was
more important that you heard from the students. I can transmit my thought by paper, the flavor
you got from listening to the students could only come from taking the time to listen. I was
prepared to talk to you on several topics. Several of these were covered by others, therefore, I
would like to concentrate on one, computing in the college. I speak to this topic because computing
in the college curriculum is important, it is a large drain on resources, and the testimony given by

the students seemed to give mixed messages. As I see it, the two messages were: computing in the
college is woefully lacking; computing in the college is very adequate.

A case can be made for either; a case can be made for both. There is a significant amount of
computing that is done in the college by the faculty, the staff and the students, both as part of class
work and for non class activities. Some faculty use computing much more than others. Some
should use more computing with their students than they do, some do not do much with their
students because it is not appropriate technology for some topics. It is not surprising that some
students report that computing is an everyday part of their course work and others have had only
limited exposure. But it is more complex than this.

Computing has been a rapidly changing activity in society and on campuses. There seems to be no
let up in sight for that rapid change. It has been difficult for faculty to get started using it in an
integrated way in classes, to say nothing about keeping up with the rapid pace of change. Most of
our faculty, or any college faculty, went through school without using micro computers. For some




of the faculty in the junior ranks this is not true, but it is true for the majority of the faculty. Most
of the faculty are like me, to the extent that I know computing it is self taught. Being self taught is
not necessarily bad, surely professors should be constantly learning and they should do much of it
on their own. But, there is this time thing (as George Bush would say.) The faculty has to be
highly motivated, not highly motivated in general, our faculty is, but highly motivated specifically
toward computing. This motivation to learn computing has to be in addition to staying up with the
rapid pace of technological change in their professional area of agriculture. It also means learning
computing well enough to use it in teaching, that means teaching computing as you teach the main
subject. I think that our faculty, and faculties in general have done a good job of retrofitting their
skills to move into the computer age. The State has been well served. The State has provided extra
funds for student access to computers but very little for training of faculty.

There still are significant numbers of faculty who have not moved into the computer age. These
individuals have not been motivated to do it on their own. I think that it will cost the State extra
funds to get this group trained in computing. I think it is important for education that this training
happen. I think the State will benefit from it. In many ways it is not fair to those of us who have
been motivated to do it on our own, but life is not fair.

Let me go on to give you a sense of some of the types of computing that go on in the college here
at UW-River Falls. I will give you some examples from agricultural economics because I know it
best. Students in farm management "manage" a paper farm. It is a simulated farm and the simulator
is designed to put emphasis on economic planning. It is computer assisted and we have been using
versions of it for more than 20 years. I have written the current version to work with micro
computers. Students can use almost any micro computer anywhere to build their plans, cash flows,
income statements, and balance sheets. The students also use computer spread sheets to build
budgets and do other forms of analysis. All of our students have E-mail addresses. This means that
they get most of their assignments sent to them in this way. They can, and do, send me messages
asking for help as they are working on assignments. Similar computing things to what go on in
farm management go on in many other classes. On campus there are three general access labs,
there are a few computers in each dorm, and there are a three in the Ag-Sci building. These
computers stay very busy and it means. wait time for students at prime times. Here is another
instance where some would say inadequate and others would say adequate. The three computers in
Ag-Sci is a little extra service we provide to the students and the maintenance comes out of my own
hide. Also, each of the fraternities has computers and increasing numbers of students have their
own machines. : :

The newer applications that need to be integrated into courses deal with communications. The
internet is truly becoming the information highway. There is an amazing amount of information
now available to our students and it is just a keyboard and video screen away from them. Our
commodity marketing students gather data from the Mann Library at Cornell University, or other
data sights. They electronically search for the data, "sweep" out what they want, bring it into their
spread sheet, edit it electronically, and build great looking graphs, or use it in some other analytical
way. Data that use to be available only at big research library is now available to us. The problem
is that I need to know a lot more about using this technology if I am going to really teach it in an
integrated way in my classes. I need time to learn and time is very scarce. Keeping up with
economics, grading, working with students, and university committee work is a full time job. I
have worked so hard at staying up with computing and I was doing rather well but now I am
falling behind again. And, if I am behind then most of the faculty in the college are behind me. T
am at the point where I have to start guarding against professional burn out. I hope you see what I
mean when I say our computing is adequate, our computing is inadequate.

I said I, (we) need time, but we also need new machinery and software. A typical department
budget has no room for purchasing computers. My department has gotten ours with outside grants
and gifts. We have worked very hard to scrounge up the money for these computers and we have




been reasonably successful. But, now, only after a few years, they are almost obsolete. They
simply do not have the power to run Windows applications or go onto the information highway.
We am falling behind again with equipment just as we are falling behind with computing skills.

Thank you for taking the time read this testimony. I hope it adds to your knowledge and
understanding of what is happening in education in the College of Agriculture at the University of
Wisconsin-River Falls.
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Ag Assembly Committee hears tésﬁmony

LeAnNE OLson Huntrops
Uw.gr Nws SErvices

TbeWisconsin State Assembly Com-
mitteeon Agriculture heard over three
hours ‘of testimony ‘from students,
graduates, faculty and staff at UW-
River Falls on Feb. 22,

The public hearing was conducted
toprovide an opportunity for students
and faculty 10 speak to the legislators
| about issues and concerns relating 1o
programs at UW-RF, employment
prospects and the future of agricul-
ture.

Committee Chair Al Ott, R-Forest
Junction said that he hoped the stu-
dents would share their “youthful en-
thusiasm for agriculture” with the
C ittee during their testimony.

Approximately 20 College of Agri-
culture students addressed the legisla-
tors. ‘Many who testified stated that
accessibility of instructors and “hands-
on leaming” were keys to the success
of the college. - One of the major
themes conveyed by the students was
the importance of state-of-the-art tech-
© |nology in their education. :

Anne Nelson, a senior geology ma-
jor from Hudson, said “one frustration
wasthe lack of instrumentation in labs
that is so important to applying the
classroom theory.”

Denise Scott,"a junior agriculture
engineering
technology ma-

for a new dairy teaching center on
campus. Larry Baumann, associate
professor of anima! scicnce, indicated
the University has a proposal before
the Board of Regents for an 80-cow,
free-siall milling facility.
According o
Baumann the

jor from

existing facil-

Cameron, said . | “The message came out | iy wasbuilin
in regard 10° | that we are here be- the late 1950s.

technology that

He said that it

“we are behind | CAUSE We do care about would be more

and need fo get the support of agricul- cost effective
caughtup” wil : : to build a new
indsry, tural 3ducat|on in the facility than o

Michael state. : remodel. Fac-
Reisinger, a se- -AlOft | ulty haveade-

nior land man-
agement major

Wisc. State Assembly Committee

sire o incorpo-
rate manage-

from St. Joseph, . on Agriculture Chair |  mentpractices,

Minn,, said the
collegeneedsto -
improve student access o computer
technology. Accesstocomputers was
arecurring theme throughout the hear-
ing.

Mike Wachtendonk, a senior animal
science major from Seymour, asked
the legislators 1o support a proposal

such as sand
bedding and
different feeding systems like total
mixed rations, which can not physi-
cally be done in the current facility.
Ken Sipple, a 1964 graduate, col-
lege advisory board member, and Ag-
riculture: Alumni: Association presi-
dent, said that when budgets are re-

SPS 523760

stricted, access 1o post-secondary edu-
cation is restricted. He also said that
there are more jobs and opportunities
in agriculture than graduates avail-
able,

“Therefore, we need to support the
enthusi of these stud " Sipple
said.

Bonnie Van Dyk, College of Agri-
culture graduate and assistant vice
president of marketing at Farm Credit
Services, said that there is a very good
network between the professors on
this campus and -agribusiness. Van
Dyksaid we arc “relationship lenders,
and the faculty in the College of Agri-
culture are relationship educators.”

Terry Ferris, assistant dean of the
college, professor of horticulture and
director of the internship program,
said that there are many benefits from
the internship program.

“The students get technical, busi-
ness and interpersonal experience,”
Ferris said. “The employees get mo-
tivated students with technical back-
grounds. And the faculty. get one of
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the: University has as. they interact
with industry.”

Katrina Larsen, director of the ex-
tended degree and distance education
program, shared some of the successes
the college has had in securing fund-
ing from USDA Challenge Grants for
distance education. Recently the col-
lege, in cooperation with UW-
Platieville, UW-Stevens Point and
UW-Madison, has been awarded two
grants 10 train faculty 1o use distance
edacation facilities. :

Larsen said that “next year we'll be
offering anagriculture educationclass
loPlatieville, we'll receive an agricul-
ture law course from Madison and a
wasie management course from
Stevens Point. This is a way 10 share
the faculty expertise of our universi-
ties.”

Due to limited time not all people
were able to testify. But Ott asked
those who were not heard to share
their topics with the Commitiee by
writing or calling them. He said he
hoped “the message came out that we
are here because we do care about the
support of agricul ducation in the

Agriculture facilities. They viewed
equipment obtained for food
biochemistry and soils laboratories
purchased with funds from the legis-
lature for lab and classroom modern-
ization.

They also saw the agriculture engi-
neering computér-aided drafting labo-
ratory, the food science pilot plants,
and visited the state-of-the-art green-
house where a tour was given by stu-
dents.

The legislators visited the p
laboratory farm where they saw the
existing dairy and equine facilities.

The College of Agriculture at UW-
RF has one of the largest undergradu-
ate enrollments among state-funded
colleges of agriculture in the nation.
The College has 14 undergraduate
and two graduate programs.
University enroliment is about 5,200
with almost 25 percent of those
students enrolled in majors in the
college. The largest major is animal
science with 368 students.

College of Agriculture Dean Gary
Rhode was “pleased with the
testimony and comments from
and faculty on the education

state.”
The legislators toured the College of

program successes and needs.”

s



