Ald

gg

aw%a/ AM — 4%’/5:/4 /7/9.49 7. 04/,6

(Zfz?ﬁamé %/woz///&? /Zé—%jg/"‘ %-’5 s 2 /I/;L-cﬁ CEANEE ;
7z Jf/ff ool fon serer.

Do : £ dusse. ~ Yoy ool ot o,
%2”'460%&4 ’@Fw% %ﬁ/fm //Zéz?J Wm@
” df&m Lhg ﬁmffw 25ls plhsccte-
~oé ﬁ//;z; /,zu_ﬁ .

/éé 7/{4717 "L/éU e G ﬂw o
/%ZM %M '-’é@déé)dvb‘maw /@&%/ . tazees ) —
P g G

/a&a//% ﬁ{,W%‘W

%éﬁc/ /mzw)




ot bl T

s







ASSEMBLY GOP RURAL AGENDA IN REVIEW

RURAL AGENDA GOALS STATUS

1. Separate Agriculture and Accomplished
Rural Affairs Committees

2. Farmers As Committee Chairs Accomplished

3. Full Implementation of Property Tax Cut Accomplished

4. Retain Sales Tax Exemptions For Farmers Accomplished

5. Use-Value Assessment ‘ Accomplished

6. Zero-based Budgeting Vetoed
S “’\ Expansion of Rural Economic @%5353@09 AB 437 Expands
¢ a8~ Development Programs o U RED eligibility

0~ to communities
-~ with 10,000
8. Continued and Expanded State Help for Transportation

\\
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q@\
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Rural Infrastructure Budget

0. CROV qursument

OTHER ISSUES ADDRESSED WITHIN THE RURAL AGENDA

o Improved technical assistance for rural economic development

*

Require Department of Revenue to release municipal- level
sales data.

’L * Expand number of purposes for which RED grants or loans
: can be used.

L};// Incentive to encourage the construction of an ethanol
production plant in Wisconsin.

* Committee on Rural Affairs recommended AB 59 for
passage.



st ot pustlem - cuuate anether
hudes- agncey coepetation ¥ communication

Q “
§®Wﬁﬁ? 3. Require regulators to know all regulation impacting rural

6&5 Wisconsin
* Assembly passed AB 264 requiring agencies to develop a
scope of intent of proposed administrative rules.

4. Improved Rural Health Care and Incentives to Retain Physicians
in Rural Communities. | How mudh ¢f jmpact 65 cul
(Z jOD (budqd pq‘ZIS) 2. Bow sucesse Ful
L * Legislature approved a cut of $119,500 from the
Physicians Loan Assistance Program. Total funding for
the PLAP is $672,400. 3. 0 vndertuxd aMan owuwed
* LRB 3789/1 (Rep. Freese) creates a rural medical center

designation which will allow rural health care facilities
the flexibility to restructure their health care delivery
systems to best meet their communities’ needs. (Jmnylﬁ

5. Encourage federal government to change the federal milk
marketing system.

* Assembly passed AJR 17 memorializing Congress and
Secretary of Agriculture Glickman to change the current
milk marketing systém.

Creation of a Property Rights Impact Office in the Department
of Administration

OTHER RURAL INITIATIVES NOT PART OF THE RURAL AGENDA

1. Property Rights Bill (Rep. Albers)
2. Right To Farm Bill (Rep. Klusman)
3. Strengthening of Agricultural Impact Statements (qu n“MfS)

- worlting w/ DATCP
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BACKGROUND: NORTHEAST WISCONSIN

1. GENERAL AGRICULTURE

Statewide: Wisconsin’s cash receipts from farm marketings
totaled $5.5 billion in 1992. Over $3.1 billion (57%) of that came
from the sale of milk. $4.3 billion (78.4%) came from livestock,
including dairy; $1.2 billion (21.6%) from crops.

Wisconsin was still No. 1 in milk production in 1992 (15.2% of
U.S. production), but has been falling behind California in monthly
production since August, 1993.

Wisconsin had 30,000 dairy farmers in 1993. Number of dairy
farmers has declined by about 1,000 per year since 1989.

) Northeast Wisconsin: Manitowoc County ranks 8th in milk
{ marketings. Outagamie Co. ranks 10th, Shawano 11th, Brown 15th.

" gource: Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics - 1994

2. LAND USE (re: use value assessment)
Statewide: Per acre value of agricultural land sold but
remaining in agricultural use was $815 in 1992. value of

agricultural land sold and diverted to non-agricultural use was
$1,245.

. in: . e %ff&ﬁgmh

Brown Co.: 1,042 2,948 [§39. = /1819
Outagamie: 1,062 2,707 159%—> 1 598
Manitowoc: 856 1,245 g9 > 454
Shawano : ;gg ‘ . ggé 11— 267
Kewaunee :
CALb/'u?T .o 91e ,,’] . 23’6?:2"9 3517

Moral: Use value assessment would make a much bigger

difference in areas influenced by growing cities.
Source: Department of Revenue
3. QUOTES (from are« survey respondents):

a) Manitowoc Co. Extension Agent Mark Kohrell (p. 3)
b) Shawano Co. Extension Agent James Resick (p. 12)



Background: North Central Wisconsin

1. GENERAL AGRICULTURE

Statewide: Wisconsin’s cash receipts from farm marketings
totaled $5.5 billion in 1992. Over $3.1 billion (57%) of that came
from the sale of milk, $4.3 billion (78.4%) came from livestock,
including dairy; $1.2 billion (21.6%) from crops. :

Wisconsin was still No. 1 in milk production in 1993 (15.2% of
U.S. production), but has been falling behind California in monthly
production since August, 19933.

Wisconsin had 30,000 dairy farmers in 1993. The number of
dairy farmers has declined by about 1,000 per year since 1989.

North Central: Marathon County ranks lst in milk marketings.
Clark Co. ranks 2nd.

Marathon County had 3, 240 farms with the average farm having
185.8 acres. Marathon County ranks 2nd in land under farming with
602,000 acres. Clark Co. ranks 4th with 470,000 acres.

The North Central region which incorporates Ashland, Clark,
Iron, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, Price, Taylor, and Vilas Counties
had cash receipts of $512 million for all commodities in 1992.
Source: Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics--1994

2. QUOTES (from area survey respondents):

a) Memorial Medical Center, Neillsville, Glen E. Grady (p. 3)
b) Shawano Co. Extension Agent James Resick (p. 12)
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The health-care debate is heating up as
President Clinton, his cabinet members and
some congressmen are on the stump for his
proposals. The president has visited a num-
ber of cities and has received live television
coverage in give-and-take sessions with cit-
izéns. - .

Also Secretary of Agriculture Mike
Espy did not miss any opportunities to
mention health care during appearances
before two large dairy cooperatives in
recent weeks. '

In addition, Sen. Herb Kohl, while visit-

" ing the state during the recent congression-

al Easter break, voiced his general support
for the concept. .

The issue also has been in the limelight
at a number of spring meetings of farm
organizations. :

Where does all this take us?

Well, in boils down to the fact that resi-
dents of rural communities as well as farm-
ers and ranchers will have to make sure
their voices in this issue are heard.

Sen. Kohl in @ visit to The Country
Todey office raised the issue that 2 insur-
£ : good if there 18 a0t

= mhe withows ravel-

s the maost Gangerous @ Amenca. And he
sadd farmers are at a distinct disadvantage
in receiving emergency health care because
of the distance they are from assistance.
-Becaus : ngers
occupation, TS ar
with higher insurance premiums.

Weve heard of some farmers pavirg =8
mch 28 $6.000 w $R000 2 vear @ premy-
nos —— o ey fmd wormeone W0 InSETe

Also it meeds 10 be pointed out that
fzrmers. beczuse of the hagh nisk, are im oo
position 10 negotizte with ImSUrance Compa-
mies over rates. By their oocupation, farm-
¢rs face an unsual amount of dust, endure
toud notices and work around open equip-
men? such as cutting bars, augers and other
moving parts.

We are aware of farmers who ship only
to certain cooperatives so they can partici-
pate in sdme sort of health-care program.

Statistics show that farmers, by a higher

percentage, because of greater costs and .

lower spendable income, are less apt to

have health insurance coverage. £d jorral - Cou m‘h’ Tode

e strapped
" from farm machinery, an

Sen. Kohl did have praise for the great
efforts that some clinics are making to
deliver rural health care. However, he said
farmers have to be covered by an insurarice
plan that allows them to participate in the
expanding rural facilities that are linked to
larger clinics through new communication
technologies. ‘ -

Mr. Espy suggested a pooling arrange-

" ment whereby farmers can join together to

negotiate with insurance companies for a
reasonable premium. '

This of course will take great numbers.
The Farm Bureau’s Rural Insurance
Program has been broadened by linking its
insurance programs with Farm Bureau pro+:
grams in other states to increase its mem-
bers and base.

An effort is being made by some con-
gressmen and senators to increase the
amount of premium deductions for farmers
and self-employed persons when filing
income taxes. Sen. Kohl said the goal
should be 100 percent, the same amount
Secretary Espy said would be ideal.
Legislation expected this year would make
60 percent of the premiums deductible.

In the meantime. farmers and ranchers
mus! take every precaution they can to pre-
went injuries on the farm by performing
safety checks and training employees and
familv members in safe operation of new
squipment that does things faster.

Improvements in emergency responses
have been taking place with a number of
rescue squads undergoing training to han-

people from s extr:
d through

Responder plan to rush qualified help to the
sccident scene as quickly as possible.

r

care delpvery svstem that their counterparts
in the cities receive in a timely and afford-
able manner.

There are some clements in the health
care proposals that are essential to rural
people. They include that the health-care
package be universal in its coverage, be
affordable and cannot be taken away. It is
hard to argue with those points.

Now the big question, as Sen. Kohl said,
is “How to get there.”

—Arnie Hoffman

tl.12._.4n
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La Crosse

Wisconsin’s dairy industry is
facing many issues, including a
decline in the total number of
dairy farmers in the state. While
the number of dairy producers
leaving farming has remained
fairly constant over time, fewer
young people have been going
into dairy farming in recent
years.

The loss of dairy farmers and
the difficulties in transferring
farm ownership were among the
topics addressed at the Dairy
Future Town Hall meeting host-
ed by Congressman Steve
Gunderson, here April 5.

Rep. Gunderson noted

Wisconsin lost 7,000 dairy farm-

ers over the past five years, or a
decline of 19 percent. While that
is a significant number, the attri-
tion rate is similar to — or even
less than — other periods.

Between 1964 and 1969,
there was a 29 percent decline in
the total number of dairy farmers
in the state. From 1959 and
1964, there was a 17 percent
reduction in the number of dairy
farmers, Rep. Gunderson said.

“The attrition rate is not
unique. The problem that we
face in the dairy industry is that
young people are not coming in.
We’ve in essence ‘passed one
generation by and — unless we
make some changes — we are
about to pass a second genera-
tion,” he said.

Even with a reduction in the
number of dairy farmers,
Wisconsin still has more than

-twice as many dairy producers

as any other state, said Michelle
Weighart, University of
Wisconsin-River Falls dairy sci-
ence professor.

“We haven’t see the percent
decline that other regions of the
country have. We still have a ot
of farms, which makes bringing
new farmers on board even more
critical because of the over-
whelming number of farms in
the state,” she said.

Dairying has a significant
impact of the state’s economy,
generating about $10 billion in
cash receipts annually. The dairy
industry employs about 350,000
people or about 12 percent of the
state’s job force, Ms.Weighart
said.

In addition, dairy farmers
support a wide variety of other
ag-related businesses, including
cheese plants, milk equipment
suppliers and veterinarians.

Other small town businesses,
such as grocery stores and
autodealerships, are also depen-
dent on a healthy farm economy,
Ms. Weighart said

Referring to the economic
hardships Iowa experienced in
the 1980s, Ms.Weighart said one
out of every four small towns
died when area farmers sold out

~or were forced out of business.

“Iowa is just starting to

g@@;%i%:
ng cux@mm

L UW-River Falls dairy sclence
ons with dairy farmer James
ity tafm numbers at a
teve Gunderson,

Michadie

. Welghart
i Just seen

pedy

pared e b R lowvins e

economy, the state government
has some impetus for getting
involved in the plight of dairy

farmers.

There are some federal pro-
grams designed to help begin-
ning farmers, such as the so-
called Aggie bonds which pro-
vide for low-interest loans to
qualified beginning farmers and
ranchers.

The FmHA State Partnership
Program guarantees loans and
helps provide down payments
for purchasing farms. So far, five
states have sent letters of intent
to FmHA to enter the program.
Another FmHA program is lim-
ited to applicants who have suf-
ficient equipment, but lack oper-
ating funds.

In Wisconsin, a coalition of
dairy farmers, industry represen-
tatives and UW-Madison spe-
cialists have been meeting for
about a year to exam the prob-
lems in transferring farm owner-
ship. The group has proposed
some solutions, which have been
passed on to the state Dairy
2020 Council.

‘The Farmer’s Assistance
Program at the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture has
developed a computerized data-
base ‘program designed to help
match farmers wanting to retire
with young people hoping to buy
afarm..

- One problem retiring farmers

ara fanina ic tha Aanline in frem

discussed

Wed., April 13, 1994

equity. A dairy farm set up for
40 cows is often too small to

" provide an adequate income for

a beginning farmer and the retir-
ing farmer isn’t able to generate
sufficient income from the farm
sale to retire.

Rotational grazing is one
alternative for smaller dairy
farms, Ms.Weighart said.
Another option is to renovate
farm buildings, such asturning
an old stanchion barn into a cur-
tain sidewall facility.

Ms. Weighart has added a
unit on farm estate planning to
the advanced dairy production
course she teaches at UW-River
Falls. The curriculum was added
as a result of having several stu-
dents leave their family’s
farmingoperation a year or two
after graduating.

“My students were going
home after college and some of
them were backout on the job
market in a year. They went into
the first part of the (farm) trans-
fer stage but failed the testing
stage because both sides failed
to discuss their expectations,”
she said.

When transferring farm own-
ership or developing a farm
estate plan, Ms. Weighart advis-
es working with a person knowl-
edgeable on the subject. There
are many options, each having
different financial implications.

—I arrv Frickson
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Gronemus responds
to GOP rural agenda

JAN SHEPEL
MADISON
The chair of the Assembly's agriculture
committee responded angrily this week to
what she said was a personal attack on
her leadershlp by a Republican farm leg-
islator.

Representative Barbara Gronemus, a
Whitehall Democrat, said she was disap-
pointed "at the personal attack towards
me by Rep. John Ainsworth, (R-
Shawano), as being a ‘'wanna-be farmer'.”

Gronemus was responding to a key
point in a "Republican Agenda for Rural
Wisconsin" which called for installing a
farmer as chair of the Agriculture Com-
mittee. "It is time we had as agriculture.
committee chair someone who has had
first-hand experience with farmers' prob-
lems before coming to Madison," the re-
port's summary says. "A Republican
chair of the Agriculture Committee will
lead the way in ensuring that the Assem-
bly looks at farm issues from a farmer's

perspective.”

“We dont need o depend on a farm
“wannabe' 10 head our agriculture com-
mittee. That's ﬁam-w:d ‘m
Amnsworth had copunome
e

S W s
the rural agonda

“The majority of my childhood and
adult life was spent daily working on &
family farm and later l‘u’mm" with my

farming days I have mainta

ved daily, weekly and monthly constant
relationship with fermers and agneulurad
IBETON ZROUPS

“Hoas with pe
COCETRCTRERIONS. ¢
Culterad Chasraay
ceberal and kg
from-Governoe Thompson, members of
e Assembly and state Senmic of both
political parties. and the Wisconsin Farm
Bureau. Wisconsin Farmers Union and
Wisconsin NFO.” she continued.

Gronemus said she is honored by con-
stituents who have called her "the best
hired man they could send to Madison” to
represent their rural needs and concerns.

"Without reservation I feel I have rep-
resented well the 'farmers perspective’ as
chairman of the Assembly's various
committees on agriculture, and any
statement to the contrary I view as a per-
sonal and legislative insult of the highest
degree,” she said.

fative OrZanizalions,

The GOP's rural agenda ‘as reported last
week in the "Wisconsin State Farmer,”
and released to the public this week in a
series of press conferences, contains addi-
tional key initiatives party leaders would
carry out if they achieve a majority.
Those include the following.

« Create separate committees for agri-
culture and rural development. While the
areas are closely related in some ways,
they are different in others, the report
said. "Development programs impacting
small towns are more efficiently consid-
ered separately from programs aimed at
enhancing farm profitability,” it says.

REP. BARBARA
GRONEMUS (D-Whitehall)

The GOP legislators pledged o take
those two steps at the beginning of the
sion if their party wins a
e cleCinms.

« Taxing farmiand at s value for agn-
her than its highest use

cultural use, r

Tvalie: ~
« Zero-base bud“mnu for state gov-
ernment along with maintining the rev-
enue caps and spending restraings on local
governmuents cucied by the Legislature.

e Expansion of swccessful state rural
wend programs includ-
omic Devel-
Economic

sonomw devell
wng Community Based E
opment (CBED) and Rural
Drevelopimoent (RED) grants.

» Continucd and expanded state help for
critical rurad infrastructure needs, includ-
ing better local roads and more health
care professionals in underserved areas.

« Establishment of a Property Rights
Impact Office in the Department of Agri-
culture, Trade and Consumer Protection.

"We regard this document as the open-
ing lines in a dialogue with the people of
rural Wisconsin," the report says. "No
pledge or promise we can make is more
important than this one — with Republi-
cans as the majority party in the Assem-
bly, rural interests will be considered and
rural voices heard more than at any time
in recent history."

As to the substance of the GOP plan
for agriculture and rural development,
Gronemus said she has an established
record of initiating or supporting the
seven items highlighted by the position
paper, both as a member of the Assem-
bly and as a committee chair.

T have always maintained the position
that agricuiture and agricultural issues
should not be of a partisan nature and it
is regretful that Representative
Ainsworth in his personal remark chose
to be otherwise," she said.




The Assembly Republicans believe they
‘stand a good chance of becoming the ma-

jority party in November, following 24

iyears of minority status. They also be-
. lieve that a Republican majority would
‘mean good things for farmers.

‘“We've been in the minority a long time,”
Representative Al Ott (R-Forest Junc-
‘tion) points out, which means the other
-party has had the right to name commit-
‘tees, appoint committee chairs decide on
_committee members.

‘Rep. David Prosser (R-Appleton), current-
‘ly minority leader, said to gain a majority
. 'in the assembly Republicans have to have
.a net gain of three. Currently there are
2 Democrats and 47 Republicans. A net
in of three, would give Republicans 50
d ' Democrats 49 seats. “I'm very confi-
lent ém.,..z retain all incumbents and win
all open seats in the assembly,” Rep.
Prosser added.

:The Republican Assembly Caucus decid-

‘ed to put together what they call “A Re-
‘publican Agenda for Rural Wisconsin.”
' Should the Assembly majority shift in the
“November 8 general election, Republicans

 ‘say they want to be ready for the new
~challenges. They also want to be sure ru-
‘ral needs are near the top of the Assem-
‘bly priority list.

“Led by Ott and Rep. John Ainsworth (R-
Shawano), the Republican Assembly Cau-
us asked 54 ag organizations in the state
how the state could better serve farmers’
_-needs.

e,w.ww also sought information from com-
.. munity development resource agents,
o ,Eﬁc street program managers, rural eco-
nomic development grant recipients, Wis-
consin Economic Development Associa-
tion members and Wisconsin Hospital as-
sociation members.

Receiving replies from 20% of the organi-
ations and individuals surveyed, the As-
mbly Republicans met during the sum-
er to exchange ideas and discuss rural
issues identified in the responses. The re-
ult is a rural agenda they say is ready
d waiting for the 1995-95 legislative

Republicans Eye State Capi

erty tax rolls, the Republican representa-
tives are pledging to preserve ag’s sales
tax exemptions for machinery, equipment
and other production inputs such as fuel,
feed and fertilizer.

The report acknowledges relieving the ex-
cessive tax burden borne by agricul-

s

tol;
the report points out. However Assembly
Republicans say they tefuse to “cry doom
and disaster at a tivie when most of the
state, including the rural areas, is doing
well. We recognize poliy mistakes made
in Washington cannat be corrected in
Madison.”

R [20 aspblln

Offer Rural Agenda

One of the most important environmental
issues to Wisconsin farmers concerns how
nonpoint pollution impacts water quality.
An advisory committee is working toward
a December deadline for coming up with
specific recommendations involving ani-
mal waste practices and water quality.

ture through “effective and lasting
property tax relief is the single most
important step the legislature can
take to bolster the rural economy of
the state.”

¢ Use-value assessment, taxing farm-
land at its value for agricultural use
rather than its highest and best use
value, which often is translated into
meaning development value.

* Zero-base budgeting for the state

apitol
Update

A Look at
Legislation
Affecting Farmers

By Joan Sanstadt
Field Editor

and Rural Wisconsin

A particularly irksome point to many
farmers is that it is easier for farmers
causing nonpoint pollution to access
cost-share money than it is for farm-
ers who want to make changes before
they have a problem and are, perhaps,
issued a Notice of Discharge by the
Department of Natural Resources.

The report urges Congress, when it fi-
nally gets around to dealing with
reauthorization of the Clean Water

government, while maintaining revenue
caps and spending restraints on local gov-
ernments as enacted by the legislature.
Zero-base budgeting means each state
agency would be required to justify each
of its programs, not just the changes it
proposes to make in those programs.

At federal level .
Three critical policy areas where
Congress has the over uthority are
dairy pricing, enviroyment.and health

care, the Republican raport states.

and the Safe Drinking Water Acts, to
recognize the best way to first address ru-
ral water quality problems is through
outreach and technical assistance from
government agencies. This approach, the
report suggests, may help find less costly
ways to secure clean water. If outreach
and technical assistance fail, it is impera-

¢ Expansion of success-
ful state rural economic
development programs,
including Community-
Based Economic Devel-
opment and Rural Eco-
nomic Development
grants. An important ru-
ral development step
would be construction of
an ethanol production
plant in Wisconsin.

* More state help for
such rural needs as bet-
ter local roads and high-
ways and more health
care professionals, espe-
cially in underserved
(usually rural) areas of
the state.

e Establishment of a
Property Rights Impact
Office in the Department
of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection
(DATCP) to advise the

3 legislature on the effect

environmental legisla-

| tion may have on the ex-
f private property.

Cis

| The Assembly Republicans promise their

first action s the majority party would

be to creats separate committoes for agri-

culture and rural development. Although
“the two are closely related, they also have
some marked differences. By having a ru-
ral development committee consider de-
‘velopment issues and programs for small
" towns; the ag committee could- focus-on
enhanci in profitabilit ’

Sacond on the priority list is installation
of a farmer as chair of the ag committee.
The report indicates “it’s time we had as
ag committee chair someone who has had
first-hand experience with farmers’ prob-
lems before coming to Madison.”

Other priorities included in the report in-
clude:

« Full implementation of the property tax
cut mandated by the Legislature last
gpring. While lawmakers scrutinize rev-
enue sources. for ways to come up with
the billion dollars slated to come off prop-

i 1

M
L
i

« Higher local rond aids
and completion of two
highway projects: The
conversion of Highway

nd 1-94; and ,won % ;
between Columbus and

" "Fond du Lac to four-lane

highways. Other road
priorities include conver-
sion to a four-lane high-
way of USH 151 between
Dickeyville and Belmont
in southwestern Wiscon-
sin. “This is a Corridors
2020 backbone route in a
heavily agricultural part
of Wisconsin, now remote
from four-lane thru high-
ways,” the report men-
tions.

State government can
not solve all the prob-
lems in rural Wisconsin,

tive any reauthorization of these acts in-
clude financial assistance for small rural
communities, the report says.

The Assembly Republican Caucus wants
Congress to look at reform of the health
care system as part of its ongoing work. It

recommends as a first step, requiring in-

surance companies to provide portability
of health insurance and coverage of pre-
existing conditions. Inadequate Medicare

reimbursement to rural hospitals is an- |

other serious problem Congress needs to

address. Farmers and other small busi- |

ness also need to be assured of the de-

ductibility (from income taxes) for their ”

health insurance premiums.

Dairy policy and this means reform of the
Federal Milk Marketing Order system is
something only Congress can do. The As

sembly Republican Caucus questions :

whether federal milk marketing orders !

have not outlived their usefulness. “At a
minimum,” the caucus report says,

“Congress should establish one uniform
minimum fluid milk price in all areas

covered by federal orders.”
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The Country Today

Republlcans pledge commitment to agriculture

Madison

“We decided we want to be
the legislators who represent the
rural issues,” said Rep. Al Ott, R-
Forest Junction, at a press confer—
ence last week.

- Calling it “the first step toward\’

estabhshment of an ongoeing com-
mitment to rural Wisconsin,” he
and Rep. John Ainsworth; R-
Shawano, presented their
“Assembly Republican Agenda
for Rural Wisconsin,” a paper that
spells out the goals the two law-
niakers hope to accomplish dur-
ing the next session.

* The agenda addresses the
needs of rural Wisconsin residents
based on a survey conducted by
the two representatives. More
than 300 rural organizations
including farmers’ groups, com-
munity development agents and
state hospital associations, were
asked how the state could better
serve the rural community.

" The Republican Assembly
Caucus reviewed and prioritized
the 72 resolutions and survey

_responses that became the agen-

da’s framework. Caucus members

~ hope to move forward with the
agenda issues when the
Legislature begins its session in
January.

“We felt in our efforts to work
for a majority, to convince people
we’re ready to govern in the state
of Wisconsin, that we need to deal
with Wisconsin’s rural and agri-
s?i!iiur*x issues,” said Rep. Ot

Rep. Ainsworth said, “"When
we become the majority party, we
will Tirst of all create separste

committees for agriculture and
rural development. Sometimes
they go hand in hand, sometimes
they have entirely different agen-
das and I think either could be
handled better if they were han-
dled separately.

“After we’ve done that, we
will install a farmer as the chair of
the agriculture committee. We
have a number of active farmers
in the Legislature. We don’t need
to depend on a farmer-wannabe to
chair our agriculture committee,

and I think that has happened for |

too long.”

The agenda includes seven
additional issues Assembly
Republicans will address:

* Full implementation of the

property tax cut mandated by the

Legislature last spring.

* Continued sales tax exemp-
tions for all production inputs
including farmers’ machmery and
equipment.

* Taxing farmland at its agn—
cultural use value instead of its
highest use value.

* Zero-based budgets for the
state government and maintain
revenue caps and spending
restraints on local governments
enacted by the Legislature.

* Expanding successful state
rural economic development pro-
grams.

* Continued and expanded
state help for critical rural infra-
structures.

* Establishing a property
rights impact office in the
Department of Agriculture.

Rep. David Prosser Jr.,
Assembly minority leader and
chair of the Assembly campaign
committee, also attended the
meeting.

“We’re not claiming to have
all the answers in here. We are
claiming to be willing to listen
and to act on good ideas from any
sources,” Rep. Prosser said,
adding that he hopes the agenda
spurs other suggestions besides
those identified.

“The Assembly Republicans

" Republicans have not enjoyed i

realize they cannot solve all tt
problems and especially we re:
ognize that policy mistakes mac
in Washington cannot be correc
ed in Madison. We regard th
document only as the openin
dialogue with the people of rur
Wisconsin,” said Rep. Ott.

The legislators are very opt
mistic their party will gain th
Assembly majority, something tt

24 years. If they do, said Rej
Prosser, they will actively consic
er making some Democrats con
mittee chairs.

“If a Democrat has a goo
idea, let’s pass it at th
Republican Assembly,” he said.

The representatives do nc_
mean to bash the opposing part;
“We commit to do much mor
and do it much better,” said Rej
Ainsworth.

The representatives will shat
their platform paper at press cor
ferences in rural communitie
around the state today, Oct. 19.

—Janelle Thoma




Republlcan Party is promising fmnt burner
attentlon for the rural agenda in \

RAY MUELLER
" Staff Correspondent

Agnculmre and rural
ssues ~ in | Wisconsin  will

he Republican Party
Assembly Caucus if the par-
y wins a majority (50 seats
>t more) in the Nov. 8 elec-

he prormse, the party needs

1.net gam of ‘at least three

seats in the election.
Th romise is contained

age ‘report,. titled
‘Agapda for Rural Wiscon- .

sin,” _that ‘was released in

beenwdmsedbyallofme

" **This is not partisan,” Ott

eceive qulck attention by~ -

ions for the lower house of
e state legislature. To keep -

kkmake lots  of - specific

. Wiscomsin for everyone

" ment - program grants, 62 .

members: of the Wisconsin
Economic - Development

. Association, and 132 mem-

bers of the Wisconsin Hospi-

“tal Association.

After getting 72 replies
(from 349 letters sent), the
Republican assembly caucus
met in July to review sum-
maries of the comments and
to draft the rural agenda
Although the report contains
several specific suggestions,

" Ott says the intent was to

address the general direction

- of state policies and actions

affecting agncultu:e and rur-
al communities rather ‘than

promises.
“We want a good quahty

~of life and success for’all

who want to be part of Wis-
consin agriculture and rural

life,” Ott explains. Because
of the diversity of agricultur-

crops and: farming prac-

: and philosophies in the -~
. stame,hehop&sthemnyseg-‘

ments -and - outlooks - will
become like “a bubble with-
ma bubble within a bubble”

o those who want 10 “go
igh tech and get bigger,” 0
those who “want o slow
down, have less intense man-

The agendz report  states
“Wisconsin's dairy industry
is fighting for its life” but
notes federal policies put in
place since 1985 have beena

- major reason that the state’s
portion of national milk pro-
duction has fallen from 18

percent in 1983 to below 15
percent in 1994.

" The report says- federal
dairy programs ‘should be

*eliminated “if they are not

helping Wisconsin dairy far-

| mers.” It also suggests feder-
“al milk marketing orders
* have “outlived their useful-

ness” and calls on Congress.

to "“establish one: uniform

‘minimum fluid milk price in- |
' all areas covered by federal

orders” (which do not apply

in California) rather - than

-

TMES JOURNAL Chilton “Wisconsin October 27, 1994 s T11 ¢

,sconsm

sarememostunponantsmgle ) Should the Repubhcans .
element of the infrastructure i ji

to spur “rural ec

“billion, the Republican rural

- agenda calls for “continuing
sales tax exemptions for far-
mers’ machinery and equip-
mentas well as other produc-
tion inputs.” Ott preferred -
not ‘to specify what the
“other production “inputs”
might be, but, the reports.
lists fuel, feed, and fertilizer
among the items not 10 be.
taxed, noting that they are
compamble to raw materials
used in manufacturing.
What’s crucial, Ott stresses,
is “to avoid shifting the tax
burden” in a senario that
would have farmers paying
sales taxes instead of proper-
ty taxes.

‘The rural agenda reporl_
also says Wisconsin is lag:
ging -behind other states in
the development of low-cost
alternative sources of ener-

gy. It notes ground-source :
heat pumps could replace a
portion of -the fueloil-and

natural gas used ir :

“fold its arms and ao
nothing.” State officials can
do little more than prod and
chide members of the Wis-
consin Congressional dele-
gation on the subject, Ott
concedes.

Noting that the average
age of Wisconsin dairy far-
mers is over 50 and that the
uadmonal practice of turn-
ing one’s farm over to child-
ren is far less often a viable
opuon today - because  the
parties “don’t have nearly
enough capital to modernize
obsolete - facilities,”. the
report makes (wo sugges-
tions. One is.to put more
emphasis on the state’s Exit/
Entry program for dairy far-
mers. The second is to invite
farmers who “have capital”
after selling a dairy farm
elsewhere “because of rapid-
ly rising land prices” to take
up” dairy farming. in’
Wisconsin. :

To help farmers already in

_assembly, “'they . guarantee -
they- will set up .separate =
committees . for -agriculture .
,and for. rural’ development,

noting one would work with -
farmers and other with small -
‘towns. They also guarantee.

1d

gro’

[0]:4 places lots-of empha-
sis on the report’s statements
about property rights, land_
use policies, and the effects-

_ of environmental regulations’ :
that stem from federal laws. -
The Republicans want to set
up-a properly ngh impact -

_office in the state’s depart- -
ment of agriculture for a
two-year trial. - They :also
want the depariment rather
than - the . Depart

- Natural ‘Reésources

._see the confined

deer ‘in the. state. :
“‘Rather than having indiv

dual situations. on property:
rights -turn..into" scenes. of |

“confrontation and: Tesis- |

tance,” Ott hopes for

step of “respecting right

we have a better atmosphere

for this ‘whole debate.” -

. the.state, the rural agenda :
- calls for “tax-use value.” Ott
“says the highest use valua-

tions, placed by local asses- .
sors with oversight by the ..
state, have become a burden
because of (propertytaxes) -
in certain areas of the state. Fond du Lac o Columbus :
and in southwest Wisconsin
properties -is the ing - and for making nghway 29
force for this,” Oﬁcxplmns i from Green B:
“There is extensive pressure
for development. Farmers i

The Republican rural
agenda pledges “full
implementation of the prop-
erty tax” approved by the
legislature in the spring of
1994. Under this plan, prop-
erty taxes will be reduced by -
20'to 25 percent starting with
the 1996 payments and near-
1y $1 biltion now collected as
property tax for schools will
be found through other
income and spending cuts,
state officials have -
promised.

Even if sales faxes are
used to. raise part of the $1
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'SECTION B

- GOP farm mmm:& would put farmer at helm of Ag committee

JAN SHEPEL
MADISON

Recognizing that rural Wisconsin must
be healthy for the good of the staie as a
whole, two rural lawmakers have spear-
headed an effort to create a rural agenda
and a working farm platform for their
party.

‘ Representatives Al Ott (R-Forest Junc-
tion) and John Ainsworth (R-Shawano)
will unveil their rural agenda at a series
of press conferences next week — see side-
bar. They offered the state's three farm
newspapers a chance to visit with them
about the platform this week- (October
13).

"We hope to convince people that
we're ready to govern and to do that we
need to address rural and farm issues," Ott
said.

"We as rural, farm people feel ne-
glected," Ainsworth said. "We decided we
wanted to be the legislators who repre-
sent rural issues.”

The "Republican Agenda for Rural
Wisconsin" began last May when the
two representatives, who both sit on the
Assembly's Agriculture, Forestry and
Rural Affairs committee, asked 54 agri-
cultural organizations how the state could
better serve farmers. They also queried
community resource agents, main street
program managers, Rural Economic De-
velopment grant recipients, Wisconsin
Economic Development Association
members and members of the Wisconsin

Hacenital Acenciatinn tn acl what theyu

* felt cpuld be done by state government (o

encourage economic development in rural
areas:

There were 72 replies from the 349 or-
‘ganizations and individuals surveyed. The
common themes were brought in July to
the Republican Assembly Caucus which
spent a day discussing and adding to the
ideas from the survey.

ideas that came out of the caucus were
given priorities and became the founda-
tion for the Reépublican Agenda for Rural
Wisconsin.

The agenda contains the following key
initiatives the party leaders would carry
out if they achieve a majority.

« Create separate committees for agri-
culture and rural development. While the
areas are closely related in some ways,
they are different in others, the report
states. "Development programs impact-
ing small towns are more efficiently con-
sidered separately from programs aimed at
enhancing farm profitability,” it says.

o Install a farmer as chair of the Agri-
culture Committee. "It is time we had as
agriculture commitiee chair someone
who has had first-hand experience with
farmers' problems before coming to
Madison," the summary says. "A Repub-
lican chair of the Agriculture Committee
will lead the way in ensuring that the
Assembly looks at farm issues from a
farme’s perspective.

“We don't need to depend on a farm
'wannabe' to head our agriculture com-
mittee ' caid Aincwnrth  "That'c hano

"

pened for too long.

The GOP legislators pledged to take
those two steps at the beginning of the
legislative session if their party wins a
majority in the elections.

The rural agenda states that during the
next session of the Legislature, Assem-
bly Republicans plan to fight for the fol-
lowing items:

« Full implementation of the property
tax cut mandated by the Legislature last
spring.

« Cobtinuing sales tax exemptions for
farmers' machinery and equipment as well
as other production inputs.

« Taxing farmland at its value for agri- -

cultural use, rather than its highest use
value.

« Zero-base budgeting for state gov-
ernment along with maintaining the rev-
enue caps and spending restraints on local
governments enacted by the Legislature.

« Expansion of successful state rural
economic development programs includ-
ing Community Based Economic Devel-
opment (CBED) and Rural Economic
Development (RED) grants.

« Continued and expanded state help for
critical rural infrastructure needs, inciud-
ing better local roads and more health
care professionals in underserved areas.

« Establishment of a Property Rights
Impact Office in the Department of Agri-
culture, Trade and Consumer Protection. -

"We regard this document as the open-
ing lines in a dialogue with the people of

wrrwnl Wiananein ' tha ronnet cave "N

pledge or promise we can make is more
important than this one — with Republi-
cans as the majority party in the Assem-
bly, rural interests will be considered and
rural voices heard more than at any time
in recent history.” :

Assembly Minority Leader Representa-
tive David Prosser, (R-Appleton) said
that Ott and Ainsworth leaped at the idea
of the rural agenda last year when be pro-
posed it. "This program makes sense," he
said: "I'm very proud of these two peo-
ple.”

Prosser said that if the GOP were ¢
win the majority in November he
wouldn't be surprised to see one of the
men installed as chair of the Agriculure
Committee and the other as chair of the
Rural Development Committee.

"We have really grappled with the is-
sues. We talked. We argued,” Prosser
said.

Ott said the quest for the GOP rural
agenda began long before the campaign
season and was meant to be outside the
political battles. )

Republicans haven't had a majority in
the Assembly for 24 years, and Prosser
thinks that this fall there is a chance they
might win enough scats to make a ma-
jority.

"We have not tried to bash the
Democrats here if we say the attention,
the focus in rural Wisconsin hasn't been
there," Prosser said. "We will try to do
better. We have a commitment to do bet-
ter "
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Republicans push their rural agenda —
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(from left) Judy Klusman, Ric Killian, Al Ott and Frank Lasee promoted their party's

package at a Town of Hobart farm Wednesday.
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'f;GOP devises arural agenda

-.By Mike Flaherty

Legislative reporter

If all goes according to
plan, Wisconsin’s Republicans
say they’ll control both the As-
'sembly and the Senate come No-
vember.

And if they do, a group of As-
sembly Republicans from rural
areas announced Tuesday they’re
ready to launch a legislative pro-
gram designed specifically to

- breathe new life into rural Wis-

consin.

.= A group of 19 rural Republi-

,g»cans unveiled its “Agenda for
- Rural Wisconsin,” a program of
tax cuts, legislative changes and

expanded government programs
.the group said would help pre-
. serve rural Wisconsin’s economy.

“The Rural Agenda is about

wmore than just agricultural is-

‘> sues,”

said Rick Skindrud, R-

- Mount Horeb, a member of the

‘. group.

“It sets the-course for

*what the Legislature can and
8 should do for all of rural Wiscon-

-sin.”

>Z Admittedly, most rural devel-
.- opment programs and farm poli-

‘s cies
Z government’s

fall to the federal
purview, noted

> Rep. Al Ott, R-Forest Junction.

- But there are actions the state
. government can take in coopera-

- tion with “local folks” to improve

rural economies. ‘
The list is long. But -some
items include: :

= Splitting the Assembly s ag- |
-riculture committee

committees, agnculture and
rural development Problems fac-
ing small towns differ so dramati-
cally from farmers’ problems that
the issues should be considered

separately, the “Agenda” says. . ...

® Requiring that the Assem-

. bly’s. agricultural = committee
chair be a working, or retired,
farmer - — not .a “farmer

wannabe,” said Rep. John Ains-

worth, R- Shawano, taking a poke

at Rep. Barbara Gronemus, the
Whitehall Democrat who cu
rently chairs the committee. -

m Fully 1mplementmg the $1 :

billion property tax cut passed
last year by the Legislature. A
typical “Wisconsin farmer ' now
pays about double the property
taxes (per $1,000 of assessed
value) as farmers in Iowa and II-

linois, said Rep. Steve Freese, R-

Dodgeville. 'If the government
wants to help farmers, he said, it
should lower property taxes."
lExpandmg state rural eco-
nomic development programs
that have proven effective such
as the Community-Based Eco—
nomic Development program, the
Main Street Program and the be-

. v
At

into two

gmmngfarmerprogramthatpro-A O

vides state backing for low-

interest commercial loans to be-
gmmng farmers.
‘m Expanding state help to

build roads and other “infra-
structure” in rural areas. Good

roads, Ainsworth said, are essen-
tial to the development of rural
economies.

The “agenda” is the rural leg-
islators’ response to a survey sent
in May to nearly 400 farm and
civic organizations around the

state, about a fifth of Wthh re-

sponded

Democrats said they weren’t
impressed by the proposal.

“Great, just what we need —
another new committee,” scoffed
Assembly Majority Leader Dave
Travis, D-Madison. The “Wiscon-
sin Blue Book” lists 31 standing
committees and two special com-
mittees in the Assembly alone. 1

have yet to find a farmer who
says that’s the answer to their

problems.”

Farmers don’t want expanded
government programs, he said.

“What they want is lower prop--

erty taxes.”

The agenda, Ott said, simply

puts rural Wisconsin “at the top

of our list of priorities — where it
should be.”

T T




NNt e T
P S LN A IR PO S PE PO
L S YR TSN N

N

. ) Froneel s
o199

[v-.
GOP Qx?lt{uts ,

Assembly Republicans repre-
senting rural areas have unveiled
an agenda that calls for imple-
mentation of the full $1 billion cut
in property taxes from school op-
erating costs. The agenda also
calls for continuation of the sales
tax exemptions for farmers’ ma- |
chinery and equipment.

«1¢ is time for state government
to move in the right direction of
rural issues,” said Rep. Rudy Sil-
baugh, R-Stoughton. Others in the
group include Reps. Rick Skindrud
of Mount Horeb, Gene Hahn of
Cambria, Al Ott of Forest Junc- |’
tion, and John Ainsworth of Sha- |-

wano.
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GOP vows
to look out

for rural

Wisconsin

B Arealawmakers are

to:
M Separate the Assembly Agri-
culture and Rural,‘,‘Developg%gt

| The agenda includes pr(OpoSals'-f

- among those touting - Committee into two bodies and
an agenda that they have a farmer as chairperson of the
‘say would benefit ag;l?ﬂtlife COf?lélllﬁe o0l property
. o : , . M Implement the school property .
farmers and other rural tax relief law passed this ses,sign to
property owners shift $1 billion -or one-third . of
‘ . school property taxes to the state
, N - budget. “Property taxes are the sin-
By Cliff Miller gle most overriding issue out there

IR

O e .
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Post-Crescent Madison bureau

MADISON - If Republicans gain
majority control of the Assembly
next month, they are promising a

in the farm community right now,” .

. said Ott. ,

- M Allow farmland to be taxed at
its “use value” rather than asses-
sors’ estimates of its value for resi-

better shake for rural Wisconsin. dential or business development.
- Rural Republican lawmakers this ~ M Continue tax exemptions for

week are touring the state, promot-
ing a “rural agenda” that includes

lower property taxes. and -better
roads. Joining the traditional list is

* protection for rural property own-
wusi| ers from the financial burdens of ittt ra] roads aren'’t all suitable for to-

environmental protection. .. .-
Republicans hope.-to increase.

‘their 47-seat minority to at least 50

out of 99 in the Nov. 8 elections. . -

State Rep. Eugene Hahn, R-Cam-

bria, said Tuesday that the legal

- issue of “taking” will be a growing

debate topic in the courts and Leg-
islature. ..~
* Farmers and other rural land-
owners will demand state compen-

sation when the value or usefulness ]
of their property is diminished, |

Hahn said. This may occur, he said,
when farmers are ordered to keep

the height of crops from blocking

visibility at highway intersecions or

| when government takes private

property for bike trails.

The Republicans proposed a :

property rights’ impact office in the
state agriculture department to cal-
culate how environmental laws and
rules would affect property values.
They urged requiring different
agencies to know about others’ reg-
ulations. ’ "

State Reps. Alvin Ott, R-Forest
Junction, and John Ainsworth, R-
Shawano, led the effort to write the
agenda.

farm machinery and equipment,
seed, feed and fertilizer. o
M Expand state spending on the
rural infrastructure, “emphasizing
better roads,” Ainsworth said. Ru-

day’s bigger, heavier trucks to get
supplies to farms and products to
market, he said. o
M Expand rural economic devel-
‘opment programs that are cur-
rently successful. SN
M Subsidize production of etha-
niol from corn as a motor fuel
supplement. :

ERE s S

M Puf state agencies through pe-

* riodic “‘zero-based budgeting”
* exercises to review their worth.
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r have farm gow%.ocb% said Rep.
vorth, a member of the wmvs,c:nm:
t now enjoys a 52-47 majority.

W are not out to create a rural caucus —
hat’s been tried — but we want to make sure

stand us,” Ainsworth said. =

A group of rural _mﬁsmw%m mgma putting
sether its umoam last spring. They talked to
4 mmﬁa&ﬁ:& ‘organizations, more than 50

owns, hospital groups and individuals.

sts. aﬁ 38@88 cm pas Em SSm E.o. ,,
Sm: .&a other

yur fellow legislators from the o_aom under-

ommunity development agencies in m3w=,,

o=m mmmsam issue is. the establishment om a

- Ainsworth maintains that environmental leg-

_ islation often has a negative impact on prop-
erty values, and that impact needs to be
_ studied while the legislation is under considera-

tion.
~ An attempt was made in the last legislative
session to pass a measure that guaranteed

_property rights. It would have required govern-

ment compensation if laws or rules :E.ﬁ prop-

erty values.

The measure failed in the UmBoQﬁ.
controlled Legislature. Critics said it was a re-
action to environmental laws 8& zoning re-
strictions.

~ Rep. Ewa\ Hubler, D-Rice Lake, said the mm.

a_.m clout could get a boost

—  state Eovonw wﬁrﬂm Impact Office in aﬁ mma-
jcans in culture department. The office would advise
sla-  the Legislature about the impact of pending
_ bills on what the rural lawmakers called the
;:mxmamm of private property rights.”

riculture %Easma mmEswnmm that measure

would have cost the state about $8.6 million a

‘year and required 200 new employees 8 han-

dle an estimated 50,000 claims.

- Another major mmmsgw item is'a change in
tax laws so that agricultural land would be

taxed at its use value, not its possible sale
value.

Ainsworth said 9552 law forces farmers
off their land in developing areas.

Other priorities of rural legislators include:

B Keeping the sales tax exemption for farm
machinery.

B Continued and expanded help from the
state for rural roads and health care facilities.

® Expansion of state rural economic devel-
opment programs.

B A separate Assembly committee on agri-
culture with a farmer as chairman and a sepa-
rate committee on rural development.
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- Many state
Jlawmakers
have farm

: backgrounds

’ derstandus,” Ainsworth said.
<A group of rural lawmakers t

* Rights Impact Office in the Agn.

_-about the impact of pending bills -
on what the rural. lawmakers"

By'l'he Associated Press g
~ Rural - Wisconsin lawmak

: say they have renewed hope for -
‘agriculture concerns now that
‘Republicans control the Leglsla-

ture..
Nineteen members of the As-

~sembly are farmers or have farm-
“backgrounds, -said Rep. 'John

Ainsworth, a member of the

started puttmg together it:

more than 50 community. deve
' opment agencies in small to
hosplta.l groups and individ
One agenda issue is the e
hshment of a state Prop

culture  Department.: The  offic
would advise the ‘Legislature.

called “‘exercise of pnvate prop-
erty rights.”

Ainsworth maintains tha.t envi- -
ronmental legislation often has a

" negative impact on property val-

ues, and that impact needs to be
studied while the legislation is

. under consideration.

An attempt was-made.in the .
last legislative session to pass a:
measure - that guaranteed - prop-'
erty rights. It required govern-
ment compensation if laws or
rules hurt property values; - o

The measure failed in the
Democrat-controlled Legislature.
Critics said it was a reaction to
environmental laws and zonmg
restrictions.

Rep. Mary Hubler, D-RICC
Lake, said the. Agnculture De-

- partment estimated that measure:

' would have cost the state about

$8.6 miillion ‘2 year and required
200 new employees to handle an -
estlmated 50,000 claxms ek
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‘| H Tax, environmental
| andright-to-farm

. issues inspire rural

" Republicans in the
state Legislature

By Cliff Miller

- MADISON — Farmers and other
rural- and agricultural interests
gained strength when voters put
_Republicans ‘in control of both
houses of the Legislature, a leading
rural lawmaker says. - . :
State Rep. Alvin-Ott, R-Forest
Junction, a ‘strong contender to
i “chair ‘an Assembly committee. on

| rural issues, said the outlook is .
_good for key elements ina Republi-

can “rural agerida” to be adopted in
the next session. . ; N

" Ott was a leader in writing the
| ‘agenda earlier this year. He expects
| items to turn up as bills that will be
| introduced early in the session be-
ginning in January. .

“There is a commitment from -

leadership to give agricultural-and

“rural issues strong attention and to -

‘deal with them in aggressive fash-
- ion,” said Ott.. S

Republicans have chosen -state.-

Rep. David Prosser, R-Appleton, as
. speaker for next session and state
Rep. Judith Klusman, R-Larsen, a

dairy farmer, to be assistant floor

leader. el R
" Republicans moved from a 52-47

minority to a thin 51-48 majority in- -

the Assembly in the elections, giv-

ing them power to chair Assembly -
- committees and decide what legis- -

-lation gets considered. Senate Re-

they gainedin1993. - ,
One item on the rural agenda is to
Create separate committees on agri-
. culture and rural affairs. Ott is men-

tioned as a leading prospect to chair

‘heisinterestedinthejob. .
“If ’m asked to chair the agricul-

good chance that Iwould say yes to
‘that invitatibn,” he said. :

" publicans held the 17-16 majority ..

- one of the committees and he said -

" ture committee, there’s probably a’

REP. ALVIN OTT: “If 'm asked to
chair “the agriculture -committee

there’s' probably -a  good chance .
that lwould say yes... RN

* Ott represents a rural-urban dis:

trict stretching from southeast Ap-
pleton. to the outskirts of Fond du
Lac. He was re-elected. to"a fifth .

“term, giving him' seniority ‘over a

number of other rural Republicans.
Other items on the rural agenda:
Ott sees getting attention include: -
" WA Senate-passed bill that died
in the Assembly requiring farmland
to be assessed for property tax pur-
poses according to its value in agri-
cultural prodiction rather than its

. potential value for real estate devel-
-opment.

B A proposal to create an “agri-
cultural impact” office to analyze
bills and regulations that limit or -
prohibit use of rural land for farm-
-ing. Environmental measures often
are cited by farmers as diminishing .
the value of their land and their .
ability to farm. If farmers are pro-
hibited from using land for environ-

" meiital reasons, they argue they
" should be compensated just as if

the land had been taken for road-

building or other public use: B
@ “Right-to-farm” legislation
_patterned -after a trend .in other
_states to assure farmers of the right

Please see RURAL," B3
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