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State of Wisconsin /[ DEPARIMENT OF MILTARY AFFAIRS

POBOXBITT
MADISON 53708-811

QFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL TELEPHONE 608 242-3000

D8N 724-3000
27 November 1996

Representative Terry M. Musser
P.O. Box 8953
Madison, WI 53708

Dear Representa/tbwﬂﬁ;sser: R

We want to continue to keep you and your staff fully informed on the status of the
proposed Hardwood Range expansion and Related Airspace Actions. In this regard,
enclosed you will find a copy of an information sheet which we have prepared to address
the questions we are asked most frequently.

Should you have any questions on the information sheet, please contact me at (608) 242-
3020, or, Captain David Olson, at (608) 242-3126.

.~ B
ALBERT H. WILKENING, Brig Gen, WI ANG
Deputy Adjutant General for Air



ARDWOQOD

INFORMATION SHEET

November 1856

Ik AN@E and Related Airspace Proposals

uring the course of the Environ-
mental Impact Statement process,

: the public has heard a great deal of |
' mnﬂn:ung and often confusing’ information. |

o about the prnpesed Hardwood Range

o -expansion. To betzer mfozm the public on .

this i issue, the Air National Guard is provid-
ing you with information about Hardwood
Range as well as answers to the most fre-
quently asked questions.

The Hardwood air-to-ground training
range was established in 1954 to enable Air
National Guard units to conduct flying
. training in F-86, F-84 and F-83 aircraft. The
. area that comprises the range is a combina-.
- tionof state and county owned land that is

" Jeased to the Air Force and the National

Guard Bureau in Washington DC.

Hardwood Range was originally designed for

aircraft flown.by the Air National Guard in
“the: 5{33, 60's and 70's, and was ideally suited
~ forthe training requirements of that time.

In the 1980 however, there was 2
philosophical change by the Air Force to
incorporate the Air Nationai Guard as part-
ners for global deployments. Fighter units in
the midwest were converted to more mod-
ern jet aireraft, and eventually, into the most
advanced multi-purpose fighter in the world
today, the F-18. In fact, the Air National
Guard is currently assignied approximate-
ly one half of the F-16s in the Air Force.
The modernization of the Air National
(Guard hes proven cost effective. According
to the DOD Bottom-up-Review, under nor-
mal training conditions, a typical Air
National Guard F-16 unit operates for
just slightly more than half the cost of an
active duty squadron. On average, for

AR NATIONAL GUARD READINESS CENTER, ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION - ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE, MARYLAND

nge

every $100 spent flying an F-16 by an Air
Force unit, an Air National Guard unit
spends $54. _

The “Total Force Policy”, unpiemented
in 1980 brought the An” National Guard
and Air Force Reserve from a “second ;,tnng”
member-of the Air Force, to an initegral part
of the first team. As part of this policy, the
Air Force began a rapid modernization of
the reserve component and assigned thermn
the key roles and missions that they are
responsible for today. In fact, the Air Force
has taken this policy to where involvement
of the Air National Guard and Air Force
Reserve is essential to the Air Force to con-

'iduct giobai ;Jperanom Axr Nahonal Guard

the world today. Quite simply, the Air
National Guard and the Air Force Reserve
have: become first mpanders to g}obal

_events.

Mamged by Volk Faeid Combat Reads-
ness Training Center, Hardwood Range
plays a vital role in preparing Air National
Guard units, primarily in the midwest, to
perform real world missions. As we have all
read and heard in recent months, US aircraft

- have been shot at while flying in the north-

ern “No-Fly Zone” over northern Iraq. Air
National Guard units have, and will contin-
ue to, play a primary role in patrolling this
area. For example, the 185th Fighter Wing,
Sioux City, Iowa spent March, 1996,
enforcing the northern “No-Fly Zone” in
Iraq. In October, 1996, the 132nd Fighter
Wing of Des Moines, Jowa, did the same.
In coming months, the 115th Fighter
Wing, Madison, Wisconsin will also par-
ticipate in an overseas operation.

Iy other words, the Hardwood Range
cormnplex has become an extremely important
and valuable asset in training today's first line

| fighters. It'is a key component in training
aircrews 0 ﬂy and perform mth the skill and
? prec:smn they have 5o convineingly demon—

| strated-in recent years. However, if Air
National Guard pilots are to continue to

perform at the highest levels possible
when put in harms way, they need high
quhlity fraining opportunities available at
Hardwood Range.
Hardwood Range now has imitations
that restrict the types of training flights

pilots can a{:ccmpixsh Currenﬂy pilots pr1-
mazﬁy appmach from west 10 east 10 mam—
| #ain‘an appropriate safery margin around the

target area. The proposal to expand the
range will allow pilots to practice multi-
directional appmaches to the range, increas-

 ing realistic training opportunities. Du,rmg

combat missions, pilots are required to
approach targets from different directions
depending on enemy defenses, weather
conditions, and the types of weapons on
the aircraft. This same flexibility is needed
at the Hardwood Range to simuiate these
conditions.

The proposal to expand Hardwood
Range is based on tactics pilots use in
today’s aircraft, not an increase in flying.
Modernization of the Air National Guard
has meanit rapid upgrades to the latest tech-
nology available. Additionally, Air National
Guard pilots are now among the first air-
crews to fly in a combat areas. This all adds
up to locking at options that provide tax-
payers with a force that is fully capable of

» Continued on page 2
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prctectma our natlans vital interests in the

most cost effecmve way possxble _

Hardwood Range s also part of 2 umque

training tool for military aircrews, known as

the Air Combat Maneuvering Instmmenta»
tion, or ACML ACMI is & computer based
~training aid that provides extremely detailed
recording and pl_aybatk of missions flown in
Volk Field managed airspace. In fact, the
ACMI system at Volk Field is currently
the most advanced system of its kind. We
- encourage groups o schedule tours of Yolk
- Field and ACMI to see ﬁrst hand, mzs o
" reznarkabie technc:iagy

| How Daes Hardwood
Currently Operate?

Hardwood Range has a full time staff, a
Range Control Office (RCO), and has scor-
ing capability from the ground. The RCO is
responsible for the supervision of range

.. -imanagement, planning and maintenance.
- . The RCO is also responsible ; for control of
gl range og;eratmns csncemmg aircrafs and -

ground safery.

- Targets at Hardwood Range are displayed
- in areas located north, south and east of the
: range control tower. Targets include a con-

SRS “ventional target circle,. an array of simulated |

. tactical targets, including vehicle convoys, a
sirmulated scud missile launcher, fuel storage
tanks, and radar installations.

Munitions used at Hardwood Range
are inert or practice ordnance. High
explosives and white phosphorous are not
authorized. Smaller practice ordnance has &
small spotting charge, equivalent to a 10
gauge shotgun shell, that aids in scoring.
Larger ordnance, because of its weight,
leaves a “splash’, or dirt sprav large enough
1o be seen from the scoring tower. Aircraft
machine guns or cannons use steel projec-
tiles. These may be scored by sight or by use
of acoustic measuring.

All aircraft that use Hardwood Range are
required to schedule their activities through

_ Volk Field. .ﬁr_l.its.éfe'%’aot allowed to fly at
| the range unjess they have been previously
i scheduled. In addition, pilots must check in

at Harciwomd via. radm prior to being -
cleared onto the range. When the range is

| not scheduled, the airspace is open to

general av:atmn

Safety is parammmt at Hardwmd
Range. This appliss to all using aircrews,
range staff, and the neighboring public.
Hardwood Range has numerous flying safety
and noise abatement restrictions. 1hese
include avoiding public airfields, limited use

1 of a&er?"urr'ef*s ané resmcams on ovar- _
X ﬂzghts of wﬁdhfe refuges in the area. Close
con‘imi ofall on :*ange a:rcraft is: mamtamed .

for safety purposes _ :

An open house is heid every two years
for the public and affords the opportunity
to increase awareness of the range and its
activities. Visitors are welcome to observe
range activities during operating hours. A
recorded message of the range schedule is
available by calling 608-565-2884.

“Use of Hardwood Range by military air- ..
: '; _ _m‘ews durmg the Tiine day gun/ deer season is.

restricted to overflights above 5,000 feet
only. Pilots cannot drop ordnance during
this period. In addition, during other times

_of the year hunters are also: allowad 1o hunt
on the range with prior permission. In fact, -

of the emnng 7, 929 acres, appmxanately

6,700 are available for priblic use with

prior approval. Additionally, ail Volk Field
managed airspace, including the Hardwood
Range is closed to fighter aircraft during the
Experimental Aircraft Association conven-
tion, located in Oshkosh, WL

Low Altitude Training

During the course of this study, some cit-
izens have asked about the need for low alti-
tude training. For the answer to this ques-
tion, we asked the man recognized as the
architect of the highly successful air cam-
paign in Desert Shield/ Desert Storm,
Retired Air Force Colonel John Warden.
Colonel Warden's expertise in the strategic

ép'piic.élti'én b'f'-aizpowgar has been ré_éégrxﬁieé

by Retired Army Generals Colin ?cw};l_l and

'H. Norman Schwarzkopf.

Warden acknowledged that , “Ten years
2go, the US Air Force thought it needed to
do almost everything at low aititude. About
that time, however, some of us began to
realize that as soon as we could win air
superiority in a conflict, we could and
should move up to medium altitude {above
15,000 feet).” '

Warden went on to say, “During the first
two days of Desert Storm, coalition farces

1. uised a miix of fow altitude fighters with
: medmm altitude F-1175 {Stealth Fzghters)

to: des_troy or minimize the usefulness of ..
Iragi radar and cormunication sites. The
coalition then, after the second day, had the
ability to operate relatively freely at medium
altitude.”

In other words, low altitude tactics were
used to take away the eyes and ears of the
Iragi military, making medium and high
altitude safer.

Because of this success, “the US Air Force

: 'has changed the mix of low and medmm

altitude training since Desert Storrn, accord-
ing to Warden. “Prior to Desert Storm,
80% of fighter training was at low alti-
tude. That has droppeci to approximately

40% today

‘Warden addressed the reason for the'
change. “Once we have air superiority,
which makes higher altitude safer, it only
makes sense 1o move up to medium alti-
wude. But again, you need low altitude tac-

| tics to help establish air superiority.”

Warden added, “Low altitude tactics
are still very important, but, it is clear
that our aircrews would prefer to operate
at higher altitades all of the time.
However, the addition of steslth technclo-
gies to our fleet of aircraft is very costly, so
training in low altitude tactics will continue
to be important for the survival of our air-
crews in combat for the foresesable future.”

Warden went on to comment about the

» Continued on page 3
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irnportance of the Air National Guard.
“Because of its cost effectiveness and
proven ability to perform in combat, the
Air National Guard will continue to be
called upon and become fnvolved in any
military actions that the US becomes
involved in around the globe.”

Brigadier General Paul Weaver, Deputy
Director of the Air National Guard, agrees
with Warden's expert commentary. “H is
clear that low altitude flight training is
. still an important part of preparing our
o pﬁots for combat. But, it s also clear. that

7 ow. altztude training shauld be mini-

mzzed to accommodate the concems of
the citizens who hvenearthese&axmng
areas. The uncertainty of the types of
potential conflicts that may arise in the
future dictates the ability to respond to
threats at all altitudes.”

Frequently Asked Questions

N . » Why are you increasing dlying
N w while the Defense Depaz"tmentzs
drawing down?

« The proposal to expand Hardwood
» Range is based on tactics. As the

- Air Force has downsized, the Air National
Guard has been assigned increased flying
resporsibilities. In the F-16, Air National
Guard fighter units are now flying the most
advanced, most versatile and state of the art
general purpose fighter aircraft in the world.
These are extremely capabie aircraft that
offer pilots a wide range of tactical options
that have never been available before.
Although the total number of aircraft in the
Air Force has been reduced, the training has
become more intense to prepare for global
events. An additional note, the number of
aircraft that use Hardwood Range is
expected to remain at the current level
regardless of the outcome of this
proposal.

« What effect will this have on
+ emergency helicopter flights in

the arsa!

. Emergency flights of any kind

« always have, and always will have
the highest priority in the airspace. All
military aircraft in the area of an emergency
flight are irmmediately directed out of the

area.

Q + Why not use Fort McCoy more?

*

A . Aircrews do train on a limited basis
\. at Fort McCoy. However, the range
at Fort McCoy is designed and used exten-
sively for ground training, This greatly im-
its the availability, area and tactics available
for afrcrew training.

+ Why not use a base like K.
« Sawyer now that it has been
closed?

. Hardwood Range is centrally locat-
- ed for a number of Air National

: .Guarci units Tocated in the upper midwest. '

In addition, Volk Field and the associated
Hardwood Range is considered a national
military trairing asset that provides diverse
training opportunities for a number of Air
National Guard, Air Force Reserve and
active Air Force units. Moving the range to
the extreme north would dramatically
iricrease training costs associated with all of
these using units, costs that current budgets
simply will not support. We feel that look-
ing at an existing, centrally located range
first, is clearly the most fiscally responsible
approach to take.

» How likely is it that the Air
o National Guard will ever be used?
. Under the “Total Force Policy”, the
« Air National Guard is serving in
front line missions around the world. Air
National Guard fighter units are currently

serving in the lead fighter roles over nosth-
emn Irag. In fact, the 132nd Fighter Wing ,

Des Moines, Iowa, will be flying over this
volatile area during the month of October.
The 115th Fighter Wing, Madison,
Wisconsin, will also deploy in the coming
months, Today's Air Force is structured in
such a way that it cant conduct opera-
tions without direct involvement from the
reserve component.

» What will this do to hunting, hik-
* ing and other recreational activities
on the land?

.+ Of the present 7,929 acres, approx-

[~ - imately 6,700 acres are open to -
hunting when o flying is scheduled. In -
fact, it is estimated that.appramateiy
150 to 200 deer were taken on or near
the existing range during the 1995
gun/deer season. We simply ask that per-
sons who wish to go on the range contact
the staff of Hardwood Range for complete
information when planming their visit,

«  Will aircraft fly low over the
* Rainbow Casmo and day care
cemer nearby? ' :

. NO. The airspace over the

» Rainbow Casino is called the Volk
Fast Military Operations Area. The floor of
this airspace is over 7,000 feet above the

ground (8,000 above sea level). There isno

proposal to change this.

« Why did you drop the proposal to
+ expand the range before and bring
it back now?

. The proposal to expand the range

+ in 1992 was pulled from the
Environmental Assessrent after then
Secretary of Defense Les Aspin established a
new land acquisition policy for DOD. This
policy states that all proposals involving pos-
sible iand acquisitions of more than 1,000
acres require an Environmental Impact
Staternent (EIS). In addition, al! requests to
conduct an EIS on this type of land acquisi-

» Continued on page 4
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tion, require Secreta:y of Defense approval
1t was these changes in pohcy that delayed it
to the current study.

. What types of ordnance are used
» at Hardwood Range?

+ Only inert (non-explosive) train-

» ing ordnance is allowed at
Hardwood Range. The strongest charge in
any ordnance used is a spotting charge, used
for scoring, that is equivalent to a 10 gauge

o _ _shorgun sheil Only steel builets are used, -
i *“and they do not ﬂontam explomves or o8
ca dep}eted uramum : i

What are the typical altitudes and

+ airspeeds of aireraft using
Hardwood Range?

« Current tactics require pilots to
%4 practice helf of their deliveries from
high altitudes, above 10,000 feet. A majority
of the remaining are at lower altitudes,

. above 500 feet.’A fraction of deliveries.occur
Ut alnmaes near 100 feet, Dehvenes take

'~ place with aircraft ﬁymg at appromately
450 knots (480 mph).

g How many aircraft use Hardwood
Range on an annual basis?

s Since the compieuon of aircraft
+ conversions in the midwest in

1983, Hardwood Range has averaged 3149
aircraft per year. This average, as well as the
proposed scheduled activity (3,956 aircraft
per vear) is well below the previously envi-
ronmmentally assessed level of use, 4928 air-
craft per year.

Who are the most frequent users
of Hardwood Range?
« - The unit from Madison, Wlis the
'+ most frequent user. Over the past
two years, appra)amately half the aircraft
flown at Hardwood Range were from
Madisor. The riext most frequent users are
from Des Mones, IA, Sioux City, 1A, Sioux
Falls, SD, and units deployed to Voik Feld.
o What changes will civilian pilots
» see if the range is expancied?

: Virtually none. If z;he proposai is
~approved, although R- 63044 will

} increase in size, it wﬁl still be contained
within the p;'esent R-6904B. In: aédmon, to

assist civilian pilots flying in the area, Volk
Field currently has a frequently updated
taped airspace information message that is
broadeast on VHF frequency 120.0. Also,
we encourage pilots with questions about
Volk Field managed airspace to call Volk
Field scheduling for the latest information at
1800972867

at Hardwood Range as a result of
range acn\qt;es'?

e Hardwaod Range has an excellent
- safety record. Over the past twenty
years, thera has been one crash, a Marine -
Corps Reserve A-4 in 11983, at Hardwood
Range. In addition, in 1991 an Air National
Guard A-10 crashed as a result of mechani-
cal failure in the vicinity of Hardwood

Range.

o+ If the ranpe expands, will the
+ proposed routes in southwest

Wisconsin come back!

How many erashes have occurred -

» No. Tre proposed low level train-
L. ing routes were dropped because
the EIS process showed that low altitude
fighter training in southwest Wisconsin is
not opemtienaﬁy feasible.

Who makes the final decision

Q + whether to pursue this proposal or
not after the EIS is completed?

. The Secretary of the Air Force, Dr.

« Sheila Widnall or her designee is
responsible for the final decision whether to
pursue the' propnsed expansmn or not.

.How Can You Help

‘We don't know if the Hardwood Range
will be expanded. There is much study that
stifl needs to be completed before that deci-
sion can be made. Along with providing Air
Force decision makers with the best possible
information available through the EIS
process, we also want to provide you with
factual inforration on this issue.

Please. study the issues so that you can .

miake your own _mdgment rega:dmg tbe pm— :

'pcsal to expand the Hardwood Range. We'

are committed to public involvement pro-
vided for in the EIS process. We also solicit
your input regarding the proposed expan-
sion. You can do this by contacting your .
elected officials, writing lerters to the editor
of your local paper and, most importantljf,
participating in the public meetings that will
follow the release of the draft EIS.

If you need additional information on
this proposal, the Air National Guard will
be happy to help. Contact Captain David
Olson, State Headquarters Wisconsin Air
National Guard, at 608-242:3126.






DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
Great Lakes Health Care System
500 E. Veterans Street
Tomah, Wi 54660

November 29,1996
. 676/135

REPRESENTATIVE TERRY MUSSER
ROOM 20 NORTH - STATE CAPITOL
PO BOX 8953

MADISON WI 53702

_ .Dear Representatwe Musser

_ As you know the Department of Veterans Aﬁ‘alrs CV A) health care system has made many
“changes in recent months. Changes are bemg made to provide better and more ‘efficient care to -
veterans and to help our health care system survive in this era of reduced government spending.

One such change has taken place in Psychiatry Service, particularly the Alcohol and Drug
Dependence Treatment Program (ADDTP or substance abuse). Effective immediately, the 30
inpatient beds on Building 404A have been converted to residential beds. This means that
Tomah VAMC’s substance abuse (alcohol and drug) treatment program is now an outpatient
program. The veterans receiving this care will remain “in” our hospital in residential (minimally
- staffed) beds. We: have maintained six beds which are designated as inpatient substance abuse

" beds.” These beds are useci by patients who are more medically comprozmsed and requzre at 1east C

" temporarily, a more intensive level of care.”
Why has this change.bee_n made? There are several reasons:

Studxes show that Outpatient treatment for this type of patient is equally, if not.
more, effectwe than inpatient programs.

b. By providing outpatient care, more veterans can receive our services because we
won’t be limited by bed numbers. This means that our “access” is increased, which is a
goal of VA. '

c. Outpatient care is less expensive than inpatient programs.

Other changes in the way we provide mental health services are inevitable. Currently, a special
council comprised of Mental Health experts within our network, is reviewing and refining the
various services we provide. We are confident you will be pleased by these changes.

The changes that have occurred on Building 404A, and that will occur in our mental health care
services in the future, will result in improved care and expanded treatment for our veterans,
reduced costs, better performances for our facility and network on national mental health
monitors, and overall improved patient satisfaction.



If you have any questions regarding this change, please call Dr. Mike Marcy, staff psychologist,
-at (608) 372-3971, extension 6415.

Sincerely,

[ " OHNSON
Medical Center Director







December 6, 1996

Brian Havitz, CMDR
VFW Post #6279

172 N. Linden Street
Adams, WI 53910

Dear Brian and VFW Members,

Thank yﬁu for contacting me in support of the proposed Hardwood Range
expansion. | appreciate your interest and input on this issue,

I agree with you that we need to continue to provide adequate training facilities for
National Guard pilots. I will continue to support the expansion proposal.

Thanks again for contacting me. Please continue to contact me with your views and
input on state issues.

"~ Sincerely,

Terry Musser
State Representative
92nd Assembly District



December 9, 1996

Ponald Jones
202 Sumner Avenue
Tomah, WI 54660

' Dear Don,

Thank you for contacting me in support of the proposed Hardwood Range
expansion. I appreciate your interest and input on this issue.

I agree with you that we need to continue to provide adequate training facilities for
National Guard pilots. I will continue to support the expansion proposal.

Thanks again for contacting me. Please continue to contact me with your views and
input on state issues.

Sincerely,

Terry Musser
State Representative
92nd Assembly District



December 6, 1996

Greg (’Brick
1017 Evergreen Pass
Tomah, WI 54660

Dear Greg,

Thank you for contacting me in support of the proposed Hardwood Range
expansion. I appreciate your interest and input on this issue.

I agree with you that we need to continue to provide adequate training facilities for
National Guard pilots. I will continue to support the expansion proposal.

Thanks again for contacting me. Please continue to contact me with your views and
input on state issues.

Sihcerely,

Terry Musser
State Representative
92nd Assembly District
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Dear Representative Musser,

We the members of Adams Friendship VFW Post #6279 are writing to you to express our
support for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

As veterans of foreign wars, we understand first hand the need for adequate training
facilities for our servicemen and women. We are living testimony to the benefits of
having a well trained and equipped military. In times when our citizen soldiers are called
upon to defend our national and international interests, we want them to have the quality
training that will bring them back home safely to their communities, families, and jobs.

Hardwood Range provides the means for this type of training in a very cost effective
manner. The Air National Guard performs 35% of the Air Force missions, with 18% of
the personnel, and use only 6% of the Air Force budget. They train with the most
advanced aircraft and equipment available, and need the facilities to exercise their skills
and equipment.

The 185th Fighter Wing . Sioux City, Jowa, and the 132nd F ighter Wing , Des Moines,
lowa, recently enforced the "No Fly Zone” in northern Iraq. The 115th Fighter Wing
Madison, Wisconsin also trains at Volk Ficld and Hardwood Range for this same type of
mission in the near future. The 128th Air Control Squadron from Volk Field, Wisconsin,
trains with these units, and participates in missions in Italy, and South America.
Numerous other flying units from throughout the US and Canada utilize The Hardwood
Range and its airspace.

(T
We strong y urge vou to Support this prope osal; Hardwood Range is a valuable training
tool for our citizen soidies and shouid be modified and upgraded as needed to meet the
changing requirements of the Air National Guard. The men and women serving this
country deserve that support,

Thank you,

 Fan F Commander "

Brian Havitz CMDR
VEW Post #6279
172 N. Linden St.
Adams Wi. 53910



Dear % % g

I am writing to express my support for the Air National Guard and the proposed
Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force. In addition,
the Air National Guard has never been busier. In fact, the Air National Guard today
makes up over 35% of total Air Force capabilities. I want these men and women to serve
this country and come back home to their families, homes and civilian jobs. To do this,
they need our support and training opportunities that prepare them to perform at their
best.

I am a tax payer. Iwant our government to operate as cost efficiently as possible. I also
believe we need a strong military for the occasions when our interests are challenged. The
Air Naﬁonal Guard does both. - They perform 35% of the missions with 18% of the
people, and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most techmcaliy advanced equipment avaﬁable They are citizens who work and
live in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in
their spare time. This is an enormous commitment that ail of us need to support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas in the world today. In March, 1996, the 185th Fighter Wing, Sioux City, Iowa,
spent a month enforcing the “No-Fly Zone” in northern Irag. In October, 1996, the 132nd
Fighter Wing, Des Moines, Iowa was performing the same sensitive mission. In early
1997, Wisconsin’s own 115th Fighter Wing, located in Madison will deploy to perform

real werld mxssxo 5 ] __: se umts are trazned at Volk erié and Hardwood Range.

support thfs proposal. The men and women who serve this country with so
ation have earned that support.

Turge you
much pride

Thank You,

cg;7 ffmﬁft Grlers /‘& 2l
Tomnal, i S -Svilo



Elected Official Addresses

US Senator Russell D. Feingold
517 East Wisconsin Ave, Room 408
Milwaukee, WI 53202

US Senator Herbert R. Kohl
14 West Mifflin Street, Suite 312
Madison, WI 53703

Congressman Thomas E. Petni
845 South Main Street, Room 160
Fondl_i Lac, WI 54935

" Congressman David R_ Obey
Federal Building
Wausau, WI 54403

Congressman Ron Kind
219 Pearl Street
LaCrosse, WI 54601

Senator Dale W. Schultz
PO Box 7882
Madlsan, Wl '5379_7-7882 _

Senator David A. Zien
PO Box 7882
Madison, WI 53707-7882

Senator Kevin Shibilski
PO Box 7882
Madison, W1 53707-7882

Senator Rodney C. Moen
PO Box 7882
Madison, WI 53707-7882

Representative Terry M. Musser
PO Box 8953
Madison, WI 53708

Representative Barbara Gronemus
PO Box 8952
Madison, WI 53708

Representative Robert K. Zukowski
PO Box 8953
Madison, W1 53708

Representative Donald W. Hasenohrl
PO Box 8952
Madison, WI 53708

Representative Marhin D. Schneider
PO Box 8953
Madison, WI 53708

Representative Sheryl K Albers
PO Box 8952 |
Madison, WI 53708






THE OLESENS
312 Mohawk Trail
DeForest, Wisconsin 53532-1022

7 December 1996

Representative Terry M. Musser
PO Box 8953
Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8953

Dear Representative Musser:

This is a very special day in the history of the United States and a most appropriate time
to inform you of my support for expansion of the Air National Guard Hardwood Range.
On this anniversary of the bombmg of Pearl Harbor, I'm reminded that we learned a very
valuable and sosiijf lesson at Pearl Harbor. Never since then have we taken such horrible
losses without response. '

Pearl Harbor, Korea, Viet Nam, and Iraq have taught us many lessons and hopefully we
will use those lessons to better prepare for armed conflicts throughout the world.
Whether we like it or not, the United States must protect our interests and availability of
raw materials and finished goods in areas of the world we know very little about. Tt is
much too easy to subscribe to the logic that we need to spend this money at home
because of our domestic problems. Our domestic problems could and would be greater if
_ _me 1gn0red our mtefests m fcrmgn iands A -

' Our N“atmnai Guard both Ali’ and Army are the most eff’ cwnt means to ensure we are
always prepared to defend our way of life and assist others as they strive for democracy
and human rights. The Air National Guard is approximately 5% of the US Air Force
budgei yet perform over 35% of the flying missions. Many of those mission take our
airmen in some of the most’ dangerous areas of the world.

Our Wisconsin air refuelers have provided su‘pport' for many missions in the Middle East
and Europe. The F-16s from Madison will soon be supporting the ‘No-Fly-Zone” in Iraq,
relying heavily on the training they have received at the Hardwood Range, as well as a
range in Arizona. Wisconsin is not the only state that hosts military training and contrary
to popular belief, Arizona and Colorado are not “wide-open spaces’™ where no one lives.
We must all make some sacrifices to ensure we have a strong military.

Wisconsin citizens as well as citizens throughout the country, have learned to accept the
sounds of jet aircraft departing airports and returning from missions. While we would all
like our own little world of peace and quiet, we must consider the total rather than each
small part,



I strongly urge you to support the Hardwood Expansion. Your National Guard deserves
the best possible training available.

Sincerely,

C‘;‘Z@M%

GERALD C. OLESEN







December 9, 1996 '

/' Kenneth Kizer, MD, MPH
Under Secretary for Health
Veterans Health Administration Headquarters
810 Vermont Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20420

Dr. Kizer,

I am wi*iiin’g fo expi_"éss my support for retaining the open heart program at the
Madison VA Hospital in VISN #12.

It is my understanding that in the near future, one facility of the current three in

VISN #12 will continue this program.

In working with Wisconsin VA Facilities, I understand the need for consolidating
services. The Madison VA has consistently demonstrated excellence in services,
particularly in the cardiothoracic surgery program.

o Thank you for your consideration of the Madison VA open heart program for VISN

Sincerely,
Terry Musser, Chair

WI Assembly Committee on Veterans
and Military Affairs

/’ ce: Shirley Hertel, RN

_Also to: Julie Moravee, Ph.D.
Chief Network Officer
Veterans Health Administration Headquarters
810 Vermont Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20420




Dear ?é ?!ff iaﬁ? ff?g;g/ﬂy; ;

With the reorganization of the Veterans Health Orgzmization o 22 Veterans Integrated Service
Networks come many changes aimed at dramatically i unprovmg continuity of care, efficiency of operation,
and patient satisfaction. Related to this reorganizationis a program consolidation proposal within VISN # 12
for which we at the Madzson VA would fike your, su;:port

Currently there are 3 VA Hospitals within this VISN which perform open heart surgcnes “{Madison,
Milwaukee, and Hines). Within the next several months, Dr. Joan Cummmgs Director VISN # 12, will make
+ ;4 fegigion as to which of these 3 hospitals will retain their open heart programs. A consulting agency has
completed its study comparing outcomes of the three hospitals, and has indicated these outcomes as being
equal, although all intra-agency comparisons of the program show our outcomes to be better. Dr. Cummings
s indicating that access and cost are the two factors that she will now base her dacision on.

We feci this program is cmcmi tothe sumval of our m—;)atwnt hospital - base: We feel we have a
grcat deal tooffer our cardiac patlcnts Our exccllent patient satisfaction; excepnonal outcomes, and the
Ingh—tech ::ertxary care we are able to prowde our patxents in addition to anever expandmg out«paucnt base,
make our facility exceptzonaﬁy attractive. There are several factors Whlch we feel make our program unique.
Our affiliation with the structurally attached University Hospital plays a beneficial role by providing our
patients access to top quality surgeons who are readily available at all times. Additionally, the Madison VA
is home to the VA's largest and most successful heart and lung transplant program. (The three other VA sites
which perform transplants are Salt Lake City Utah, Richmond VA, and Buffalo NY). This program has
many common links with the open heart program, and there is speculation as to whether the transplant
program could survive independently.

The “four domaan:s of vaiuc as listed in ‘Prescnptzon for Change»The C}mdmg Pnncnpies and
- Strategic Objectives’ Underlymg the Transformation of the Vcterans_ He&ith care System” (3:’96 Kenneth W
- iKizer, ML DM P.H: Under: Seeretary for Hcalth) are as foilows e E i B

L. Cost/price. -

2. Quality.

3. Customer satisfaction.
4, Access

“Prescnpﬁon for Change a'iso states ... “health care costs will continue to be the major drwmg force mn the
industry. Nonetheless, quahty of care and customer service will become more important issues”

It is my understanding that costs regarding the open heart program are comparable between the three
hospitals.
. Quality

Although our program is considered to be "small” in volume, (128 operations for coronary artery
bypass grafting, commonly referred to as CABG's, in FY 93, and 140 m FY 96), our mortality
statistics can be included with those which rate exemplary.  Since the programs existence in Jan “72
{Approx.. 24 years), our mortahity rate averages 2.22%. In the past three years, our moﬂ:aiaty rate
has been 1. 19%, with the past year being 0.7%. These statistics are outstanding.



® Customer. §§!;is£a§§tag . . . .
Madison VA Hospital has been named a Slte of Excellence as a result of the latest VHA Customer
Feedback Center survey of drscharged inpatients. The 1995 National Survey Report places Madison
as the second. h:ghest in the VA Healthcare System. Veterans were asked to complete a 47 item R
questionnaire secking mformatzoﬂ on the admission and discharge process, hospxtai staff, and the
patients' overall stay. The results list Maéison as a Site of Excellence at Teast once in each of the
following Custamer Service Standards: Emotional Support; Courtesy; Physical Comfort;
Timeliness/Access; Transition to Outpatzem; Care; Coordination of Care; Education and Information;
and’ Famﬂy Parhczpatmr: We are honored our patmnts feit S0 iughiy of the care t;hc:y received.

Demographxcs show our card;ac pauents come fmm Northem I, Mlc}ugan Iowa South Dakota,
Northern Nebraska, in addition to our surrounding area. ‘Of first time patients with Coronary Artery
Disease, statistics collected since Jan 1, 1987 on 936 patients'revealed patients traveled the follovnng
.0 distances: 220 patients: traveled 30 xmies or less, 319 patients . traveied 50-160 mniles, 130 paticots
:traveled 100-150 miles, 42 patients { traveied 150»21{}0 miles, 136 patients | traveled: 200-250 miles, 89 .

- . -':have been referred here from some dxstance because our program is knem for exceilent outcores in - 3
-~ dealing: thh hlgh risk patients: Many patlcnts espemaily those: ﬁ'om Northem Illinois, have
verbalized they prefer to come to Madison rather than go to the Chicago area hospztals '

In summary, ‘we at the Madason VA hosp}taf are extr_en_x_e_ly proud of the high quality care our
dedicated employees provide our Veterans. By retaining our open heart program, we can continue to provide
" our cardiac patzcnts with the excellent care they deserve. 1 would like to share with you just a small sampling
- of the feedback we have received from some of our former CABG patients (names have beéen withheld to
protect patient identity).

‘. i : C T domg great. 1 can mver say enough about thz wancier,ﬁll care and. i:reatmem L have:
[RRRE ....rscewed at the'VA... Thank you:so much for your involvement in making 'my heart. healihy

+ "This is my 4th anniversary since my bypass surgerv. Have had no problems and can think
of no place [ could have had better care or better surgeons I reaiiy apprecmte the
'--_VA Thank you once’ agam K . o

+ “Domg fme Wath heart Best hospxtal { hava bcen and great people Thank vou ajl.”

¢ ..."T have nothing but good things to say of my operation, great doctors and nurses. Thanks.”
L] "Thank you for a very finc hospital. Also the very good care. God biess evervone.”
+ "Evervtime [ have been a patient or outpatient, the treatment has been excellent and the staff

involved top notch.”

+ “It's been 5 vears since my bypass surgery and I'm getting along pretty good. 1 have the
highest praise [or the VA hospital. The Doctors, nurses, aids, even custedians are all tops to
me."

¢ .."Having had three minor surgerics plus a 5 bypass heart surgery, [ can't speak well enough

for all the attention | received after the many days [ spent at the VA i Middleton.”

*paticnts traveled >250 miles. As you can see, the geographic arca we serve is rather broad Patients ©



+ "There is not a day that passes that I do not think of the outstanding care I received from all
* the staff. Keep up the excellent work!!!"
+ .Tean't 'say enough about th_e wonderful care [ have received and wonderful attitude of VA
employees '
+ " would ixkﬁ to say thank you to all the doctors and nurses at the VA Hospitals both

Madison and Tomah. Over the past years, | have received the best care and treatment,
Everyone m the VA is great. Keep up the fine work. Thank you again."

¢ ! woul_d ':Eike to thank Dr. Charics_ Canver and his staff for the perfect job they did on me in
'95. ] had open heart surgery with 4 bypass. At present, I work out on a bike one hour a day
plus 100 push ups, 50 crunches, and when weather permits, walk approximately 3 miles per
day. Also pump iron for about one haif hour per dav I feel hke anew person and 1 rmght
: add crass cnuntry skung was grea y : :

¢ S . _"Keep np the good wark Wc vcterans nf:ed thc VA hospxtal and thexr cxccﬁem; care. Thank' o

. yeu“ 3

We understand thc need for consohdatzon of services within the VA but are concemed that each
%‘ hospital keep the services in which they have demonstrated excellence when compared with other VA’s and
the private sector. Our cardiothoracic surgery program has consxstenﬂy shown exceptional outcomes and
patient satisfactmn Please give us your support in keeping this program.
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g{f UJISL‘BﬂSIﬂ ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁl ﬁUﬁBD RoSOCIRATION, INC.

2400 Wright Qtreet ‘Room 208, Madison, WI 53704-2572 Phone: (808} 242- 3114
Fax: (608; 242-3108

December 10, 1996

Honorable Terry M. Musser
P O Box 8953
Madison, Wisconsin 53708

Dear Representative Musser,

On behalf of the Wisconsin Naticnal Guard Association,
Inc., I extend congratulations on your recent re-election
to public office.

This state's constituency includes more than 9,500
members of the Wisconsin Army and Air National Guard.
Our armories and airbases are located in 66 communities
throughout the State, and our members live and work in
every 1eglslat1ve dlstrlct._

_ From the soldlexs andfairmen, to the families, rhose
who have had a part in the many accomplishments of the
Wisconsin Guard throughout the years, are proud of what
the Guard represents. Qur members are active in their
communities and dedicated te the principles that have
been the hallmark of the citizen militia since the 17th
century. We are confident a strong National Guard will
contribute to the future of cur State and Nation.

For your reference, I have enclosed an economic impact
statement which pertains te the communities in your
district. The members of the Wisconsin National Guard
Association Inc., and I look forward to working with you.
Please contazct me at (608) 242-3114 1if we can assist you
in any manner.

Thank you for serving cur State and Nation. Have a
Hapopy Holidey season.

Sincerely,

Encl Robert C. 11nge
' ' Colonel, Field Artillery
President
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