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CHAPTER 137
NOTARIES AND COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS

137.01 Notaries. 137.02 Commissionersf deeds.

137.01 Notaries. (1) NOTARIESPUBLIC WHO ARE NOT ATTOR- (4) ATTESTATION. () Every dfcial act of a notary public shall
NEYS. (a) The governor shall appoint notaries public who shall be attested by the notary pubBohritten signature.
Wisconsinresidents andt least 18 years of age. Applicants who (p) Al certificates of acknowledgments of deeds and other
arenot attorneys shall file an application with the secretasfaté  conyveyancesr any written instrument required authorized by
andpay a $15 fee. law to be acknowledged or sworn to befary notary public,

(b) The secretary of state shall satisfy himself or hetietf within this state, shall be attested by a clear impression of ke of
the applicant has thequivalent of an 8th grade education, igjal seal or imprint of the rubber stamp of safitef, and in addi
familiar with the duties and responsibilities ofiatary public and, tion thereto shall be written or stampeither the daymonth and
subjectto ss.111.32] 111.322and 111.335 does not have an yearwhen the commission of said notary public will expire, or that
arrestor conviction record. suchcommission is permanent.

(c) Ifan application is rejected the fee shall be returned.  (¢) The oficial certificate of any notary public, when attested

(d) Qualified applicants shall be notified by the secretary ahdcompleted in the manner provided by this subsection, shall be
stateto take and file the @€ial oath and execute and file afii- resumptiveevidence in all cases, and in all courts of the state, of
cial bond in the sum of $500, with surety to be approved by tgﬁe facts therein stated) cases where by law a notary public is
clerk of the circuit court for his or her county, if executed by authorizedto certify such facts.

asurety companyapproved by the secretary of state. (5) Powers. Notaries public have power &t throughout the

(e) The qualified applicant shall file his or her signature, posktate.Notaries public have power to demand acceptance of for
office address and an impression of bisher oficial seal, or ejgnandinland bills of exchange and payment thereof, and pay
imprint of his or her dicial rubber stamp with the secretary ofmentof promissory notes, and may protest saee for nonac
state. ceptanceor nonpayment, may administer oaths, take depositions

(f) A certificate of appointment as a notary public for a teremndacknowledgments of deeds, and perform such other duties as
of 4 years stating the expiration date of the commission shallthgthe law of nations, or according to commercial usage, may be
issuedto applicants who have fulfilled thequirements of this exercisedand performed by notaries public.

subsection. o o (6) AUTHENTICATION. (@) The secretamyf state may certify to
(9) Atleast 30 days before the expiration of a commission thgs official qualifications of any notary public and to tiyenuine
Secretaryof state shall mail notice of the expiration date to th%ssof the notary pub“s’ signature and seal or rubber stamp.

holderof a commission. _ (b) Whenever any notary public has filed in théoef of the
(h) A notary shall be entitled to reappointment. clerk of the circuit court of theotary publics county of residence
(2) NOTARIESPUBLICWHO ARE ATTORNEYS. (a) Any Wsconsin  thenotary publics signature, an impression of the notary public’
residentwho is licensed to practice lawiinis state is entitled to official seal or imprinof the notary publis oficial rubber stamp
a permanent commissioas a notary public upon application toand a certificate of theecretaryof state, such clerk may certify to
the secretanof state and payment of a $15 fee. The applicatighe official qualifications of such notary public and the gentine
shall include a certificate of good standing from the supremgss of the notary publsignature and seal or rubber stamp.
court, the signature and postfiok address of the applicant and ) ny certificatespecified under this subsection shall be pre
an impression of the applicastoficial seal, or imprint of the sumptiveevidence of the facts therein stated
ap?tl;)ca?r:’(saolf:lzt;ursbc(;;asttea;nhpe;lI issue a certificate of appoint (6m) CHANGE OF RESIDENCE. A notary puin(; shall notacate
mentas a notary public to persons who qualify under the requié%s or her dfice by reason of his or her change of residence within
0

mentsof this subsection. Such certificate shall state that the notds§ Stte- Wtten notice of any change of addresgll be given
commissionis permanent. the secretary of state within 5 days of such change.

(c) Thesupreme court shall file with the secretary of state (/) OFFICIAL RECORDSTO BE FILED. When any notary public
noticeof the surrendesuspension or revocation of the iicense tpeas€s0 hold ofice the notary public, or in case of the notanp
practicelaw of any attorney who holdspermanent commission I¢'S death the notary publi’executor or administrajoshall
asa notary public. Suchotice shall be deemed a revocation df€POsitthe notary publie oficial recordsand papers in thefafe
saidcommission. of the clerk of theeircuit court of the county of the notary puldic’

(3) NOTARIAL SEAL OR STAMP. () Every notary public shall residence. If any such notaryr any executor or administrator

providean engraved fitial seal which makes a distinct and-eg ez;:e:; ﬁggéﬁ?{%ﬁgggﬁﬁgﬁsﬁg g]res}‘loehslfS] a?llr fgff;irlﬁler;c;sfhgiglects

ible impression or dicial rubber stamp which makes a distinc 50 han $500. If K inalv d

andlegible imprint on paper The impression of the seal or th nor more than . It any person knowingly destroys,

imprint of the rubber stamp shallate, “Notary Public,” “State of defaceor concea_ls any records or papers of any notary public, the

Wisconsin”and the name of the noiarﬁut any nota’rial sedh  Person shall forfeit not less than $50 nor more than $500, and shall
be liable to the party injured for alamages thereby sustained.

useon August 1, 1959, shall be considered in compliance. A -
(b) The impression of the notarial seal upon any instrument;i?e clerks of the circuit courts shall receive and safely keep all

writing or upon wafer wax or other adhesive substance an chpapers and records in theifioé. ) .

affixed to any instrument or writing shall be deemed dimation ~_(8) MisconpucT. If any notary public shall be guilty of any
of the seal, and the imprint of the notarial rubber stamp upon dRiconductor neglect of duty in déite the notarypublic shall be
instrument or writing shall be deemedadixation of the rubber lidble to the party injured for all the damages thereby sustained.
stamp. (9) FeEs. A notary public shall be allowetie following fees:
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(a) For drawing and copy of protest of the nonpayment ofamdin foreign countries, who shall holdfice for the term of four
promissorynote or bill of exchange, or of the nonacceptasfce yearsunlesssooner removed. Every such commissioner shall
suchbill, $1 in the cases where by law such protest is necess&aikethe oficial oath before a judge or clerk of one of the courts
but in no other case. of record of the state or territory or country in which¢benmis

(b) For drawing and copy of every other protest, 50 cents.sionershall reside, and file the same, with an impression of the

(c) For drawing, copying and serving every noticaafipay ~commissioner’seal of dfice and a statemenf the commission
mentof a note or bill, or nonacceptance of a bill, 50 cents. ~ er's post-dice address, in the fie of the secretary of state, and

(d) Fordrawing any didavit, or other paper or proceeding forshallat the same time pay into the treasury the sum of five dollars;
which provision is not herein made, 50 cents for each falg, andthereupon the commissiongicommission shall issue.
for copying the same 12 cents per folio. (2) A commissioner appointed under syi) shall have

(e) For taking theacknowledgment of deeds, and for other sefuthorityto take the acknowledgmeand proof of the execution
vices authorized by lavihe same fees as are allowed to othier of Of deeds, conveyances and leases of any lands lying in this state,
cersfor similar services, but the fger document shall not exceedor written instruments relatinthereto, or of any contract or any

50 cents. otherwriting, sealed or unsealed, to be usedemorded in this
History: 1971 c. 213.5; 1977 c. 29449 1979 c. 2211981 c. 3801981 ¢. 391  State;to administer oaths required to be used in this state; to take
§.211, 1993 a. 482 andcertify depositions to be used in the courts of this state, either

Resi i 1 2)i itutiorTal. Atty. . .. . L
2leswencyreqwrementunder()and()|sn0tunt:0nst|tut|oi;fll y. Gen underacommlssmn,byconsentmmesoronnotlcetotheoppo

site party; and all such acts done pursuant to the laws of this state
137.02 Commissioners of deeds. (1) The governor shall and certified under the commissiongrhand and seal of fafe
havepower to appoint one or more commissioners in any of tBRallbe as valid as if done by a propeiiar of this state.
United States, or of the territories belonging to the United Statesiistory: 1993 a. 482
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