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CHAPTER 342
VEHICLE TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT LA W

CERTIFICATEOF TITLE 342.18 When department to issue a new certificate.
342.01 Words and phrases defined. 342.19 Perfection of security interests.
342.02 Excepted liens and security interests. 342.195 Notification of person who has perfected security interest.
342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. 342.20 Duties on creation of security interest.
342.05 When certificate of title required. 342.21 Assignment of security interest.
342.06 Application for certificate of title. 342.22 Release of security interest.
342.065 Title for salvage vehicle. 342.23 Secured partg and ownes duties.
342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. 342.24 Method of perfecting exclusive.
342.08 Department to examine records. 342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.
342.09 When department to issue certificate and to whom; maintenance 8#2.255 Cancellation of title or registration.
records. 342.26 Hearings and appeal.
342.10 Contentsof certificate of title. 342.281 Previously certificated vehicle.
342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of title. 342.282 Deferred application to previously certificated vehicle.
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. 342.283 Distinctive certificate.
342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. 342.284 New security interest in a previously certificated vehicle.
342.14 Fees. 342.285 Unsatisfied security interest in previously certificated vehicle.
TRANSFER OF TITLE ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS
342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. 342.30 lIdentification numbers.
342.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of transferors and transferees. 342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor vehicles.
342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. 342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of certificate of title.
342.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction companies to maintain recor@2.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab.
342.16 Transfer to or from dealer 342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or junking of vehicle.
342.17 Involuntary transfers. 342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal; disposal.
CERTIFICATEOF TITLE (b) If the owner applies for registration of a vehicle without

holding a valid certificate of title previously issued to tbatner
342.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and DY the department for the vehicle, treshe shall at the same time

phrasegdefined in s340.01are used in the same sense in th@PPly for a certificate of title.

chapterunless a dferent definition is specifically provided. (2) Exceptas provided in sul3), an applicans eligibility for
(2) In this chapter: a certificate oftitle is a prerequisite to registration of the vehicle.
(a) “Leasing company” means any lessor who, within the prg. the applicant for registration holds a valid certificate of title pre

Fedi?f 12 rrt\r?nths, has leased 5 or more vehicles for a period (%f% ﬂygﬁfﬁjae?ggéh:\,%%ﬂf;névtv’zé?seh%eg?{ﬂ@evrgr:%éhaen\ée{ﬂigle’
east4 months.

5 . . applicantneed not apply for a new certificate of title applica
(b) “Mileage” means the actual distance that a vehicle has trrﬁ@ﬁ for registration PRl
eledin miles. '

p fer” h hio b h it (3) This section does not apply in a situatiwhere the law
am(/CgthgargZaer:smeans to change ownership by purchase, giftQts essivauthorizes registration of a vehicle in the name of a per

History: 1993 . 159 sonother than the owner or where the law expressly authorizes
Istory: a registrationwithout a certificate of title.

342.02 Excepted liens and security interests. This (4) Any owner who operates or consents to the operation of a
chapterdoes not apply to or fakt: vehiclefor which a certificate of title is required without such-cer

(1) A lien given by statute or rule of law to a supplier of sefiicate having been issued or applied for or atiyer person who
vices or materials for the vehicle. operates vehicle for which a certificate of title is requirdpw

. . . . ing that the certificate of title has not been issued or apfidied
I('2') ,la\ l'ek? dglygn by fStﬁ.tUte to the United States, this state or gi¥y he required to forfeit not more than $200cektificate is con
political subdivision of this state. sideredto havebeen applied for when the application accompa
(3) A security interest in a vehicle created by a manufacturigied by the required fee has been delivered to the department or

or dealer who holds the vehicle for sale, which shall be governgghositedin the mail properly addressed and with postage pre
by the applicable provisions of c#09. paid.

(5) Unlessotherwise authorized hyile of the department, a

342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. ~ Not  gnresidenbwner of a vehicle that is not subjectrégistration

withstandings. 401.201 (37)pr ch.409, a transaction involving i, this state may not apply for a certificate of title under this-chap
amotorvehicle, trailer or semitrailer does not create a conditio

: - ¥erunless the vehicle is subject to a security intevesixcept as
saleor a security interest merely because it includes a provisign, idedin s.342.16 (1) (a) Notwithstanding any other provision
thatpermits or requires the rental pritebe adjusted under the ot g section, a nonresident mpyrchase temporary operation
agreemenby reference to the amount realized upon the sale Qb esunder $341.09 (4) Any temporary operation permit or
otherdisposition of the motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer  jaeissued under 841.09shallnot be considered registration of

History: 1991 a. 148 the vehicle for purposes of this subsection.

342.05 When certificate of title required. (1) The owner 4 Ta%f’ %’ 1%%731;'1257981977 ¢ 251054 (7) (1977 c. 2731981 ¢. 1501987

of a vehicle subject to registration in this state, whether or not such
vehicle is operated on any highway of this state, shadke 342.06 Application for certificate of title. (1) An applica
applicationfor certificate of title fothe vehicle under the follow tion for a certificate of title shall be made to the department upon

ing circumstances: a form prescribed by it and shall be accompanied by the required
(a) If the owner has newly acquired the vehicle, he or she sHak. Each application for certificate tfle shall include the fel
makeapplication under 842.15 lowing information:
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(@) The name and address of the owner and9-digit extended zip code mawpt be disclosed as provided

(b) A description of the vehicle, including make, model, iderin s.341.17 (9) a statement indicating thefedt of making such
tification number and any otheénformation or documentation @designation and a place for an applicahb has made a designa
thatthe department may reasonably reqédreproper identifica tion under this paragraph to reverse the designation. The depart
tion of the vehicle or for determination of the mileage of th&entmay provide for these designations and statement on an
vehicleas disclosed by prior transferors. alternativeform.

(c) The date of purchase by thgplicant, the name and address (i) For a motor vehicle of a model year less than 10 years old,
of the person from whorihe vehicle was acquired and the naméd§e certificate of title of the person transferring the title to the
andaddresses of any secured parties in the order of their priorfigPlicantor, if applicable, the manufactuterdocument of origin;

(d) If the vehicle is a new vehicle being registered for the fir edm]:'eagﬁ di;s.lclotshure statemfenttt required undgnghllé%(slé
time, the signature of a dealmuthorizedo sell that new vehicle, a88'8' appllca fet’h 3 powter 0 ta orney required u
the total of the number dfres normally used on the vehicle duringt 2880r rules of the department. B _
its operation on the highways plus the number of any spare tire1m) Onthe form for application for a certificate of titke
with which the vehicle is normally equipped and thenufactur  departmenimay show the fee under 342.14 (3m)separately
er's document of origin. The document of origin shall contain tH{gom the fee under $842.14 (1)or (3). .
informationspecified by the department. (2) Any person who knowingly makes a false statement in an

(e) Any further evidence of ownership which may reasonabfiPPlicationfor a certificate of title may be fined not more than
be required by the department to enabltitletermine whether $9.0000r imprisoned not more than 5 years or both.

the owner is entitled to a certificate of title and the existence or (3) Any person intending to use a vehicle as a taxicab or for
nonexistencef security interests in the vehicle. public transportation who fails to state such intent in the applica

(em) Any further evidence which may reasonably be requird{@n for certificate of title or any person who faitsfurnish any
by the department to enable it to determine whether any of {figerinformation required by sulgl) (h) may be required to fer

; ; i : eit not more than $1,000.
informationspecified in s342.10 (3) (c)o(g) may be applicable History: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1987 a. 10,

to the vehicle. 349, 1991 a. 39269, 309, 316 1993 a. 63159, 165, 490
() If the identification number of the vehicle has been Sub.(2) is not limited to false statements made by applicant, but may include
removed obliterated or altered, or if the original casting has bedp@ler. State vWiliams, 156 W (2d) 296, 456 NW (2d) 864 (Ct. App. 1990).

replacedopr if the vehicle has ndteen numbered by the manufac342.065 Title for salvage vehicle. (1) (a) A purchaser of

turer, the application for certificate of fitle shall so state. If thg o556 vehicle that is not currentiyed as a salvage vehicle
|den_t|f|cat|otr)1 numdbshr of the vehlclgas_orlngally base? gkn]ea,:n shall, promptly after delivery to him or her of the salvage vehicle,
enﬁ]nlengm eran ; e ebnglne nunm. er |shno onger pder n tho apply for asalvage vehicle certificate of title by submitting to the
venicle because of subsequeanginé changes and no ON€Qe,atmentthe properly assigned certificate of title under s.
manufacturer’sdentification numberchassisnumber or serial .342.15(1) (c) or other  evidence of ownership, the applicant
numge:fem?rt]s, th?_dlepart(jmer§4séh§(l)l a155|gn a new identificatiQyiementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for
numberfor the vehicle under 842.30 (1m) _ a salvage certificate of title and the required fee.

. (g)l If the veh:jcl_e IS a L;]sed_ mog?f yehlcrl]e Wh'cl.h Wass;l?;tl Pr€ (h) The owner of a salvage vehicle that is not currently titled
V'.Oﬁs y reglst_?_re In ?not er J#.”S‘. 'Ct'o(;"bt ehapp.t'lc‘f’mdt. Ul asa salvage vehicle shall promptly apply for a salvage vehicle cer
nishany certificate of ownership issued by the ofbesdiction sicate of title by submitting to the department the certificate of
anda statement pertaining to the title history and ownership @e for the vehicle or other evidence of ownership, the applicant
suchmotor vehicle, such statementbe in the form the depart giatementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for
mentprescribesand shall furnish a certification by a person-deg, g5|yage certificate of title and the required fee. Paiagraph
ignatedby the department by rule tbe efect that the physical y5esnat apply to a salvage vehicle that is purchased by a salvage
descriptionof themotor vehicle has been checked and Conforr%hiclepurchaser subject to the requirements of (@ar
tothe descrlptlon_ given in the'z_appllcatlo_n. . (c) If the interest of an owner mvehicle that is titled in this
_(h) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehiclesiateis not transferred upon paymesitan insurance claim that,
intendsto utilize that vehicle as a taxicab or for public transpor%dudine’ any deductible amounts, exceeds 70% of the fair market
tion, the applicant shall state that fact in the application. If thg e of the vehicle, any insurer of the vehicle shall, within 30
applicantknows that thevehicle has previously been used as @,ysof payment of the insurance claim, notify the department in
taxicabor for public transportation and that fact is not noted on 0)giting of the claim payment and thétie vehicle meets the statu
old certificate of title, the applicarshall state in the application tory definition of a salvage vehicle, in the manner and form pre
thatthe vehicle has previously been so used. scribed by the department.

(hm) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehicle 2y ypon notification from an insurer under sut) (c), the

intendsto utilize that vehicle aa police vehicle by a law enforce departmenshall promptly notify the owner of the salvage vehicle
mentagencythe applicant shall state that facthe application. thathe or she is required to apply for a salvage vehicle certificate
If the applicant knows that the vehicle has previously beed o title under sub(1) (b).

asa police vehicle by a law enforcement agency and that fact is(s) Upon compliance with the requirements of sib), the

notnoted on theld certificate of title, the applicant shall state inye, 5 1menghall issue a salvage vehicle certificate of title for the

the application th_at tt_we vehicle has previousl_y been so us_ed. vehicle. Thecertificate shall include the words “This is a salvage
(hr) If the vehicle is less than 7 years old, is damagembly  \ehicle”.

sionor other occurrence the extent that the estimated or actual . . .
cost,whichever is greateof repairing the vehicle exceeds 30°/r§ué%gl)(ﬁaixggeteaiifézv;ge}grl]%ﬁaﬁg‘t ?T?grgetas:nnﬂhgo\gélates

of its fair market value and was transferred to an insurer upen pay . o
mentof an insurance claim, the insurer shall state that fact in the(?) AnY person who violates sufi) with intent to defraud

application. If the applicant knows that the vehicle had been+ra ayge fined n%t nkl]ore than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more
ferredto an insurer upon payment of an insurance claim and t Etorye?ggg 6§t5 611
factis not noted on the old certificate of title, the applicant shall v e
statein the application that the vehicle has previously been 8a2.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. (1) Applica-
transferred. This paragraph does not apply to salvage vehiclegion for registration of and a new certificatétitle for a repaired

(i) A place for an applicant who is a natyralson to designate salvagevehicle must be accompanied by the required fees, a prop
thatthe applicant name, street address, posliecefbox number erly assigned salvage certificate of title for the vehicle and any
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othertransfer document requirdsy law and by the certificate of 2. The mileage disclosure statement required B$&.155
inspectionunder sub(4). 3. Reassignment avdarrantyof title by a dealer or whole

(2) A repaired salvage vehicle may not be registered or baler.
issueda new certificate of title until an inspector authorized by the 4. Any information required by the department when a motor
departmenexamines it for the following, as specified in rules proyehicle is soldat a motor vehicle auction or motor vehicle salvage

mulgatedby the department: pool.

(@) To determine whether the vehidgtethe same vehicle for  (b) The certificate of title may contain spaces for application
which the salvage title in sulfl) was issued; for a certificateof title by a transferee and for the naming of a

(b) To verify the source and ownership of the major parts asdcuredpartyand the assignment or release of a security interest.
componentsised to recondition the vehicle; and (3) Beforeissuing a new or duplicate certificate of title for

(c) To determine whether the vehicleiiscompliance with motorvehicle, the department shall permanently record any of the
safetyequipment requirements. following information, if applicable, on such certificate:

(3) (a) The applicant shall payfee of $80 to the department (a) That the vehicle was previously licensed and used as-a taxi
for the examination in sulf2). cabor for public transportation.

(b) If the examination is conducted by an inspector employed (b) That the vehiclavas previously licensed and used as a
by a city, village, town or county75% of the fee paid undpat  police vehicle by a law enforcement agency

(a) shall be credited to the appropriation unde2s395 (5)(ch) (c) That the vehicle was not manufactured in compliance with
andthe city village, town or county employing the inspeciball || federal emission and safety standards applicable at the time of
be reimbursed this amount from that appropriation. manufacturewhether or not the vehicle was subsequently modi

(4) If the vehicle passes the examinationsimb. (2), the fied to meet such standards, and that the vehicle is “non-USA
inspectorshall provide the applicant with an inspection certificatstandard”.
showingthat the vehicle satisfies the inspection standards. (d) That the vehicle was a flood damaged vehicle.

History: 1975 c. 385421; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1987 a. 3491993 a. 16437. (e) That the vehicle was a manufacturers buyback vehicle.

342.08 Department to examine records. The department  (f) That the vehicle was previously a salvage vehicle.
shall check the application for a certificate of title against the (g) That the vehiclavas transferred to an insurer upon fay

recordsof stolen vehicles in the department of justice: mentof an insurance claim. This paragraph does not apply-to sal
(1) Beforeissuing a certificate of title for a vehicle last prevagevenhicles.

viously registered in another jurisdiction. (4) Unlessthe applicant fulfillshe requirements of 842.12
(2) Upon receipt of an application for a certificate of title(3), a distinctive certificatef title shall be issued for a vehicle last

showinga transfer of ownership of a vehicle. previouslyregistered in another jurisdiction the laws of which do
History: 1973 c. 1691977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1987 a. 349 not require that secured parties be named on a certificate of title

] - to perfect their security interests. The certificsitall contain the
342.09 When department to issue certificate and to  |egend“This vehiclemay be subject to an undisclosed security
whom; maintenance of records. (1) The department shall interest”and may contain any othirformation the department
maintain a record of each application for certificate of titlgyrescribes. If no notice ofa security interest in the vehicle is
receivedby it and, when satisfied as to its genuinenesseg#l  receivedby the department within 4 months from the issuarice
larity and that the applicant is entitled to the issuance of a eertifie distinctive certificate ofitle, it shall, upon application and sur
cateof title, shall issue and deliver a certificidethe owner of the renderof the distinctive certificate, issue a certificate of title in

vehicle. ~ ordinaryform.

(2) Thedepartment shall maintain a record of all applications (5) A certificate of title issued by the department is prima facie
andall certificates of title issued by it: evidenceof the facts appearing on it.

(&) According to title number History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 791987 a. 3491993 a. 63159, 491

; ; ; g : Certificateof title is not conclusive evidence of ownership; purpose of (5) is-to fur

(b) Accordlng to engine (_)I‘ identification number nish convenient evidence of vehicle ownership. Nat. Exchange Bank of Fond du Lac

(c) Alphabeticallyaccording to name of owner v. Mann, 81 W (2d) 352, 260 NW (2d) 716.

d) In any other manner which the department determines . -

() y P 322.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of

be desirable.

(3) Thedepartment shall chge a fee ohot less than $2 for
conductinga file search of vehicle title records.

titte. The department shall refuse issuance of a certificate of title
if any required fee has not been paid or for any of the following

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1979 c. 2211989 a. 31 reasons: .
(1) Thedepartment has reasonable grounds to believe that:
342.10 Contents of certificate of title. (1) Eachcertifi- (a) The person alleged to be the owner of the vehicle ighaot
cateof title issued by the department shall contain: owner.
(@) The name and address of the owner (b) The application contains a false or fraudulent statement.

(b) The names of any secured parties in the order of prawity  (2) The applicant has failed to furnish any of the following:
shownon the application ¢if the application is based on another (a) If applicable, the power of attorney required uridet)SC

certificateof title, as shown on such certificate. 1988or rules of the department.

(c) The title number assigned to the vehicle. (b) Unless exempted by rule of the department, the mileage
~(d) A description of the vehicle, including make, model angdisclosurefrom the most recent titled owner aidall subsequent
identification number nontitledowners of the vehicle.

(dm) The mileagedisclosure statement required under s. (c) Any other information or documents required by law or by
342.155 and any notations or qualifying statemeexplaining  the department pursuant to authority of law

the odometer reading specified by the department by rule. (3) Theapplicant is a motor vehicle dealer and is prohibited
(e) Any other data which the department deems pertinent aféim applying for a certificate of title under3%2.16 (1) (apr(c).
desirable. 3 _ _ (4) Exceptas provided in s842.05 (5)and342.16 (1) (ajor
(2) (a) The certificateof title shall contain spaces for all of theg certificate of title and registration for a vehicle owned by a non
following: residentthe applicants a nonresident and the issuance of a eertif
1. Assignment and warranty of title by the owner icate of title has not otherwise been authorizedrble of the
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department. Any temporaryoperation permit or plate issued342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. (1) If a
unders.341.09shall not be considered registration of the vehicleertificateof title is lost, stolenmutilated or destroyed or becomes
for purposes of this subsection. illegible, the owner or legal representative of tdvener named in
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1993 a. 159 the certificate,as shown by the records of the department, shall
promptly make application foand may obtain a replacement
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. (1) No uponfurnishing information satisfactory to tidepartment. The
certificateof title shall beissued by the department until the-outreplacement certificate of title shall contain the legend “Thés is
standingevidence of ownership is surrendered todpartment. replacementertificate and may be subjectth rights of a person
(2) If the department is not satisfied as to the ownershigeof underthe original certificate”. If applicable under316.65 (6)
vehicleor that there are no undisclosed security interests in it, fi@ replacement certificate of title shall include the notation “Per
departmentsubject to sub(3), shall either: section346.65 (6) of the \gconsin statutes, ownership of this

() Withhold issuance of a certificate of title until the applicarff"otor vle"hicle may not be transferred without prior court
presentsdocuments reasonably fiafent to satisfy the depart @PProvar. _ » . _
mentas to the applicarst'ownership of the vehiclend that there ~ (3) A person recovering an original certificate of title for

areno undisclosed security interests in it; or which a replacement has been issued shall promptly surréhreder
e o . original certificate to the department.
(4)(82 3'2;“2682 distinctive certificate ofle pursuant to $342.10 =l 1 ™1676 . 2671077 c. 26, 1654 (7) () 1991 a. 2391993 a. 475

_ (3) Notwithstandingsub(2), the department may issue afon342.14 Fees. The department shall be paid the followfags:
distinctive certificate of titleif the applicant fulfills either of the (1) Forfiling an application for the first certificate of title, $5

f°”(°";”[‘|% requllr_em?nts: dealer | 4 undeds. 0oy 218 11 by the owner of the vehicle.

a) 'heappicantis a dealer licensed undets.v..0r2 1. 1m) Uponfiling an application under sut), by the owner

and is financially responsible as substantiated bjasiténancial ; nez/v vghicle b%ing ré)gﬁstered for the firsEﬂti)eyre recovery

statemenon file with the licensora finance compancensed toq of $2 times the total of the number of tires normally used on

unders.138.090r218.01 a bank aganizedunder the laws of this he yehicle during its operation dhe highways plus the number

state,or a national bank located in this state; or of any spare tires with which the vehicle is normally equipped.
(b) The applicant has filed with the departmebbad inthe  NOTE: Sub. (1m) is epealed eff. 6-30-97 b§995 Wis. Act 27.

form prescribed by the department and executed by the applicant2) For the original notatiorand subsequent release of each

andeither accompanied by the deposit of cash with the departmesturityinterest noted upon a certificate of title, a sirffgkeof $4
or also executed by a person authorized to conduct a surety bgithe owner of the vehicle.

nessin this state. The bond shall be inaanount equal to one and  (3) Foracertificate of title after a transfe$5, by the owner of
one-halftimes the value of the vehicle as determinedtt® hevenicle.

departmentand conditioned to indemnify any prior owner and (3m) Upon filing an application under sutt) or (3), a non

securedparty and any subsequent purchaser of the vehicle-or dint source pollution fee of $7.50 by the owner of the vehicle
sonacquiring any security interest in it, and their respective s : ;

L : . ceptthat this fee shall be waived with respect to an application
cessorsn interest, against any expense, loss or damage, includj

> s ersub.(3) for transfer of a decedestinterest in a vehicle to

reasonqblattorney fges, by reason of the ISsuance Otm". his or her surviving spouse. The fee specified understitisee
cateof title of the vehicle or on accountay defect in or undis o is'in addition to any other fee specified in this section.
closedsecurity interest upothe right, title and interest of the . F h assi t of ity int t noted
applicantin and to the vehicle. Ansuch interested person has a (4) Foreach assignment of a security interest noted upon a cer
right of action to recovesn the bond for any breach of its cond; ficate of title, $1 by the assignee.
tions, but the aggregate liability of the surety to all persons shall (5) For a replacement certificate of title, $8, thye owner of
not exceecthe amount of the bond. The bond, and any depotig vehicle.
accompanyingt, shall be returned at the end of 5 years or prior (7) For processing applications for certificates of title which
theretoif, apart from this section, a nondistinctive certificate dfiavea special handling request for fast service, a fee to be estab
title could then be issued for the vehicle, or if the vehicle is no Idishedby rule which shall approximate the cost to the department
gerregistered in this statnd the currently valid certificate of title for providing this special handling servicegersons so request
is surrendered to the department, unless the department has b#n
notified of the pendency of an action to recover on the bond.  (8) Forthe reinstatement of a certificate of title previously sus

(4) (a) The district attorneghall notify the department whenpendedor revoked, $25, except that if the certificate of title and
heor she files a criminal complaint against a person who has bé@gistrationof a vehicle are suspended or revoked as a result of the
arrestedor violating $.346.63 (1)or(2), 940.09 (1)or940.25and Sameoccurrence, payment of the fee undeB41.36 (1)shall
who has 2 or more prior convictions, suspensions or revocaticply to the reinstatement of both the registration and certificate
within a 10-year period, as counted unde843.307(1). The of title. The fge u_nder thls subsection is in addition to any other
departmentmay not issue a certificate of title transferring owneife€ specified in this section.
ship of any motor vehicle owned by the person upon receipt of a(9) For transfer of registration aredits for registration to a
notice under this subsection until the court assigned to hear trahicle currently titled in the name of the applicant, $4, by the
criminal complaint issues an order permitting the department agvnerof the vehicle.

issuea certificate of title. History: 1975 c. 39297,422 1977 c. 2%s.1452 1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 4181979
. - . c. 2211981 c. 201983 a. 271987 a. 10; 1989 a. 31137, 359 1991 a. 3091993
(b) The department may not issue a certificate of title transfer1sg 1995 a. 27

ring ownership of any motor vehicle owned ayperson upon

receiptof a notice of intent to revoke the persooperating privi TRANSFEROF TITLE

legeunder s343.305 (9) (g)if the person has 2 or more prior eon

victions, suspensionsr revocations within a 10—year period, a: . . .

countedunder s343.307 (1)until the court assigned to the hear%‘lz'15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. (1) (a) If an

ing under s343.305 (9)ssuesan order permitting the departmenpwnertransfers an interest in a vehicle, other than by the creation
to issue a certificate of title. of a security interest, the owner shall comply with the require

History: 1973 c. 165.6, 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (a)1991 a. 39277, 1993 a. 317 MeNtsof 5.342.155and, at the time of the delivery of the vehicle,
90, executean assignment and warranty of title to the transferee in the
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spaceprovided therefoon the certificate, and cause the certificatbeen applied for whenthe application accompanied by the
to be mailed or delivered to the transferee, except that if thequiredfee has been deliveredttee department or deposited in
vehiclebeing transferred is a junk vehicle or has been junked, tifee mail properly addressed with postage prepaid.
ownershall return the certificate to the department in accordance(b) Except as provided in 842.16with respect to a vehicle
with s.342.34 which is not a salvage vehicle, any transferea efhicle who
(bm) No person may transfer a motor vehicle withdistlos ~ with intent to defraud fails to make application for a new certifi
ing in writing to the transferewhether any of the information cate of titte immediately upomansferto him or her of a vehicle
specifiedin .342.10 (3)is applicable to the vehicléNo transferor may be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more
shall knowingly give a false statement to a transferee in makitigan 30 days or both. A certificate is considered to have been
the disclosure. The department shall prescribe the mannerappliedfor when the application accompaniedtbhg required fee
which the written disclosure shall be made and retained. hasbeen delivered to theepartment or deposited in the mail prop

(c) If an ownettransfers his or her interest in a salvage vehiclg!ly addressed with postage prepaid. _ o
the owner shall at the time of the delivery of the vehieleecute (7) Any owner of a vehicle currently registered in this state
an assignment and warranty of title to the transféneihe space Who fails to comply with the requirements of syd) may be

providedtherefor on the certificate, and cause the certificate to tfjuiredto forfeit not more than $200.

i i History: 1971 c. 2781975 c. 121199, 1977 c. 29%s.1453 1654 (7) (a)1977
mailedor del_lvered tc_> the transferee. c. 79,129 203 418 447, 1983 a. 126227, 270,538 1985 a. 29202, 332 1987 a.
(d) Notwithstanding s340.01 (42) any person who holds 349 1993 a. 63159, 1995 a. 421

legaltitle of a vehicle with one amore other persons magfter

Junel, 1997, transfer ownership of the vehicle under this subs842.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of  transfer -

tion if legal title to the vehicle is held in the names of such persams and transferees. (1) (a) Unless exempted by rule of the

in the alternative, including vehicle held in a form designatingdepartment,no transferor mayransfer ownership of a motor

the holder by the words “(name of one person) or (hame of othehiclewithout disclosing the vehicle'mileage in writing to the

person)”. transfereeby specifying the odometer reading. The disclosure
(2) Exceptas provided in s342.16with respect to a vehicle shallstate either thahe reading is known to be actual mileage, or

which s not asalvage vehicle, the transferee shall, promptly aftéfatthe reading is not the actual mileage and should not be relied

deliveryto him or her of the vehicle, executes application for upon, or thatthe reading reflects the mileage in excess of the

anew certificate of title in the space provided therefor orcéire  designedmechanical limit.

tificate or as the department prescribes, and cause the certificatéb) The mileage disclosure statement requirader par(a)

andapplication to be mailed or delivered to the department. Shallbe made in the spaces provided on the certificate of title or

salvagevehicle purchaser shall comply with312.065 (1) ()  ona formauthorized by the department. The transferee shall print
(3) Exceptas provided in $342.16with respect to a vehicle his or her name on the mileage disclosure statement, sign the state

whichis not a salvage vehicle and as betweepdnges, a transfer mentand return a copy of the statement to the transféfrcept

by an owner is noeffective until the provisions of this section@S authorized byrule of the department, no person may sign a

havebeen complied with. An owner who has delivered pesség|Ieaged|sclosur5ta§ement as both the transferor and transferee

sion of the vehicle to the transferee and has complied with the pid te same transaction.

visionsof this section requiring action by him or her is not liable (€) The department shall promulgate rules that do all dbthe

asowner for any damages thereafter resulfiogn operation of lowing:

the vehicle. 1. Establish the form and manner of the mileage disclosure.

(4) (a) If the vehicle being transferresl a motorcycle or an 2. ldentify which vehicles are exempt from the mileage dis
automobileor station wagon registered under the monthly serielsure requirements under this subsection.
systemor a motor homer a motor truck, dual purpose motor 3. Prescribe the mileage disclosure requirements applicable
homeor dual purpose farm truck which has a gross weighbdf to leasing companies and their lessees.
morethan 8,000 pounds or a farm truck which has a gross weight 4 - gstaplish requirementslating to the creation, retention
of not more than 12,000 pounds, the owner shall removege End inspection of mileage disclosure records of persons who

tration plates and retain and preserve them for use on any othegireor consign motor vehicles for resale or lease, including
vehicle of the same type and gross weight which may subsgotorvehicle salvage pools and auction dealers.

quentlybe registered in his or her name. 5. Establish the form content and format and procedures for

(b) If the vehiclg being transferrésla vehicle r(_egistered und_erany power of attorney disclosing a vehislenileage fopurposes
s.341.26at a special fee and the new owner will not be entitled this section.

to register the vehicle at such fee, the transfehail remove and
destroythe plates.

(c) In all other cases the transferor shall permit the ptates .
remainattached to the vehicle being transferred, except that if m (2) No transferor may knowingly make a false statement,

A h %Iuding providing an odometer reading that ifetiént from the
;/he eh ;)(fl:tg: s beetunked the transferor shall remove and d"35tr0§ctualreading on the odometén disclosing the vehicle’'mileage

) ) " ) to a transferee under this section.

b (5) Any dowr;]er of avtehlclfe ff(t)I: Wh";\h ? cferltlflfate of t'ttle ha&s (3) No transferee, nor any other person, may akease or

delgnlsstﬁe » Who upo? ra:jnse etvef';?tf ails to %XECU E anCypliterateany information, including the mileage disclosure,-con
elivertheassignment and warranty of title required by £ih.  3inedon any mileage disclosure statement.

may be required to forfeit not more than $500. . . .
5 £ ded i b ho vi (4) (a) Except as provided in péb), any person who violates
(5m) (a) Except as provided in pdb), any person who vio Jhis section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
latessub(1) (bm)may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. - . . o
b hoviol b it i (b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraud
(b) Any person whoviolates sub(1) (bm)with intent t0 v he fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more
defraudmay be fined not more than $5,000. than5 years or both.
(6) (@) Except as provided in 842.16 with respect to a  History: 1993 a. 159
vehiclewhich is not a salvage vehicle, any transfereevatacle
who fails to make application for a new certificate of title immedi342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. (1) Prior to
ately upon transfer to him or her of a vehicle may be required ttansferringownership of any leased moteehicle, the lessor
forfeit not more than $200. Aertificate is considered to haveshall notify in writing the lessee of the vehicle that the lessee is

6. Identify and define terms relatingttee mileage disclosure
requirement.
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requiredto provide the lessor with a written disclosure specifyingf a secured party The dealer is responsible for determining
the leased vehicle’ mileage. The written notification shallwhethera title and perfection of security interest is required. The
includethemileage disclosure requirements applicable to the legealeris liable for anydamages incurred by the department or any
seeunder49 CFR 580.and rules of the department andplesal  securecparty for the dealés failure to perfect a security interest
tiesfor failure to comply with those requirements. which the dealer had knowledge of at the time of sale.

(2) Upon termination of the lease after writtemtification (b) A dealer who assists a transferee inrégistration of a
from the lessor under sulfl), the lessee shall disclose thevehicleas provided in pa¢a) and s341.25 (3)shall not be liable
vehicle’smileage in writing to the lessoil he mileage disclosure for damages caused by operatiainthe vehicle at a weight in
recordunder this section shall be signed byl#gsee and include excessf the manufacturés maximum gross weight rating.
the information required undesub.(1) and rules of the depart (c) Except when all available spaces for a destarwholesal
ment. . _ i _er'sreassignment on a certificate of title have been completed or

(3) Thelessor shall retain and make available for inspectiag otherwise authorized by rules of the department, a dealer or
any mileage disclosure record requitedbe made by a lessee withwholesalewho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvage
respecto a leased motor vehicle. vehicleand holds it for resale or accepts a vehicle for satoon

(4) If a lessor transfers ownership of a leased motor vehisignment may not apply for a certificate of title nantingdealer
without obtaining possession of the vehicle from the lessee, vewholesaler as owner of the vehicle. The rules may regulate the
lessormay in making the mileage disclosure statement requiréequencyof application by a deal@r wholesaler for transfer of
unders.342.155 indicate on the certificate of title or on a suppleregistrationor credits for registration from a previously registered
mentalmileage disclosure statement approlgdhe department, vehicleto another vehicle that the dealer or wholesaler intends to
the mileage disclosed by the lessee under this section uhkessregisterin his or her own name.

lessorhas reason to believe that lessees mileage disclosure () Unless exempted byle of the department, a dealer or

doesnot reflect the actual mileage of the vehicle. wholesalewho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvage
(5) Thedepartment shall promulgate rules to do all offthe vehicleand holdst for resale shall make application for a certifi
lowing: cate of titte naming the dealer or wholesaler as ownethef
(a) Specify the information to be included in the lessadle-  vehiclewhen all of the available spaces for a déaler wholesal
agedisclosure to the lessor er's reassignment on the certificatetitfe for such vehicle have

(b) Establish the manner in which and the pedbtime for been completed.
which mileage disclosure recordsmder this section shall be (1g) No transferee who, for the purpose of resale, accepts a
retainedand made available for inspection. motor vehicle on consignment acquires ownership of a motor
(6) (a) Except as provided in péb), any person who violates vehicle may accept any mileage disclosuegjuired under s.
this section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. 342.1550r rules of the department if the mileage disclosure has
(b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defralfenaltered or is incomplete.
may be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more (1r) No motor vehicle dealer or motor vehicle salesperson
than5 years or both. may transfer a motor vehicle withodtsclosing in writing to the
History: 1993 a. 159 transfereaewvhether any of thanformation specified in $342.10
(3) is applicable to the vehicle. No motor vehicle dealer or motor
342.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction  com-  vehicle salesperson maknowingly give a false statement to a
panies to maintain records.  For each motovehicle sold by transferedn making the disclosure. The department shall pre
a motor vehicle salvage pool or aucticompany the motor scribethe manner in which the written disclosure shalhizele
vehiclesalvage pool or auction company shall establisimaaid  andretained.
tain a record of each sale, including the mileage disclosure of the(z) Everydealer shall maintain f& years a record in the form
transferounder s342.155 Thedepartment shall specify by ruley,q" department prescribes of every vehicle bought, sold or
thel_nformatlon that shall_be |r_1cluded in §uch records and the MY changedor received for sale @xchange, which shall be open
nerin which and the period dime for which the records shall beq jnspection by a representative of the department or a péace of
ma_mta|.ned. cerduring reasonable business hours.
History: 1993 a. 159 ) i i
(3) Exceptas provided in sulf4), any dealer who fails to com
342.16 Transfer to or from dealer . (1) (a) Exceptas pro Ply with this section may be required to forfeit not more than $200.
videdin par (c), if a dealer acquires a new or used vehicle that is (4) (a) Exceptas provided in pa(b), any dealer who violates
not a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale or accepts a vehiclesigl.(1r) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
saleon consignment, the dealer may not submit to the departmentb) Any dealer who violates suflr) with intent todefraud
the certificate of title or application for certificate of title namingmay be fined not more than $5,000.
the dealer as owner of the vehicle. Upon transferring the vehicl@istory: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286, 351, 421; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (8)1977
to another persorthe dealer shall immediately give the transferee273 418 1981 c. 150151 391; 1985 a. 29202, 332 1987 a. 100349, 1989a.
on a form prescribed by tiepartment a receipt for all title, regis 3% 1991 a. 2391993 a. 63159
tration, security interest and sales tax moneys paid to the dealer, .
transmittalto the department when required. The dealer sh 3517 Involuntary transfers. (1) If the interest of an
promptly execute the assignment and warranty of title, showig/Nerin a vehicle passes to another other thawoluntary trans
the name and addresstbe transferee and of any secured party' the transferee shall, except as providesuin.(2), promptly
holding a security interest created or reserved at the time of @il or deliverto the department the last certificate of title, if
resaleor sale on consignment, in the spaces provided therefor@fgilable, and the documents required by the department to
the certificate or as the department prescribesthiw7 business €dally effect such transfeand an application for a new certifi
daysfollowing the sale or transfethe dealer shall mail or deliver cate in the form the department prescribes.
the certificate or application for certificate to the department with (2) If the interest of the ownés terminated or the vehicle is
the transferees application for a new certificate. A nonresidengold under a security agreemet a secured party named in the
who purchases a motor vehicle from a dealehis state may not, certificateof title, the transferee shall promptly mail or deliteer
unlessotherwise authorized by rule of the department, apply fthre department the last certificate of title, an application for a new
a certificate of title issued for the vehicle in this state unless thertificatein theform the department prescribes, and a statement
dealerdetermines that a title is necessary to protect the interestadeby or on behalf of the secured party that the vehicle was
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repossessednd that thénterest of the owner was lawfully termi addressesf the secured party who terminated the ovenieterest
natedor sold pursuant to the terms of the security agreement.and of all secured parties subordinate unde842.19to such

(3) A person holding a certificate of title whose interest in trgecuredparty If the outstanding certificate of title is not delivered
vehiclehas been extinguished wansferred other than by volun to it, the department shall make demand therefor from the holder
tary transfer shall mail or deliver the certificate to the departmeaftsuch certificate.
uponrequest of thelepartment. The delivery of the certificate (3) The department shall retain for 5 years a record of every
pursuanto the request of the department does riettfhe rights surrendered certificate of titléhe record to be maintained so as
of the person surrendering the certificate, and the action of tagermit the tracing of title of the vehicle designated therein.
departmentn issuing a new certificate of title as provided herein (4) ynder each of the following circumstances anipe
is not conclusive upon the rights of an owner or secured Paff¥partmenshall issue a certificate of title for a transferred vehicle
namedin the old certificate. _ without requiring registration of the vehicle:

(4) (a) Inall cases dte transfer of a vehicle owned by a dece (@) Whenever application therefaccompanied by the
dent,except under pafb), ward, trustee or bankrupt, the departeq iredfee is made by a finance company licensed under s.
ment shall accept as $icfent evidence of the transfer of owner 138.090r 218.01, a bank gganized under the laws tifis state, or
shipthe following: _ anational bank located in this state, and the vehicle in question is

1. Evidence satisfactory to thiepartment of the issuance of; ysed vehicldor which the department had issued a certificate of

theletters of administration, letters testamenthetjers of guard titie to the previous owner or a vehicle previously registered in
ianship, letters of trust or appointment of the trustee in banknotherjurisdiction or is a mobile home.

ruptey; . . (b) Whenever application therefor accompanied by the
_ 2. The title executed by such administratotecutorguard requiredfee is made by any other person andvisigicle in ques
ian or trustee; and tion is a vehicle for which the department had issueettificate

3. The evidence concerning payment of sales or use taxgsitle to the previous owner or is a vehicle previously registered
requiredby s.77.61 (1)or evidence that the transfer is exemph another jurisdiction or is a mobile home and the department is
from such taxes. satisfiedthat the present owner has not operated or consented to

(b) 1. The department shall transfer the deceslémtirest in the operation of the vehicle since it was transferred todhaier
anyvehicle to his or her surviving spouggon receipt of the title andthat he or she understands that the certificate of title merely
executedby the surviving spouse and a statement by the spousevidence of ownershipf the vehicle and does not authorize
which shall state: operationof the vehicle on the highways of this state.

a. The date of death of the decedent; (c) Whenever application therefaiccompanied by the

b. The approximate value and description of the vehéaid; requ!redfee is made by a dealer or wholesalezamply with the

c. That the spouse is personally liabletfee decederg’debts €quirementf s.342.16 (1) (d)
andchages to the extent of the value of the vehicle, subjest to, Hisio: 1973 ¢. 16561977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) (&)1977 c. 2731989 a. 311993
859.25

2. The transfer shall notfatt any liens upon the vehicle. 342.19 Perfection of security interests. (1) Unless

3. Except as provided in subdl, this paragraph is limited to exceptedy s.342.02 a security interest in a vehicle of a type for
no more than 5 vehicles titled in this state that are less thanv#ich a certificate of title is required is not valid against creditors
yearsold at the time of the transfer under this paragraph. Therethe owner or subsequent transferees or secured parties of the
is no limit on transfer under this paragraph of vehicles titled in thighicle unless perfected as provided in this chapter
statethat are 20 or more years old at the timgrarfisfer under this  (2) Exceptas provided irsub.(2m), a security interest is per
paragraph. fectedby the delivery to the department of the existing certificate

4. The limit in subd3. does not apply if the surviving spouseof title, if any, an application for a certificate of title containing the
is proceedingunder s867.03 (1)and the total value of the dece nameand address of the secured paatyd the required fee. Itis
dent'ssolely owned property in the state, including the vehiclgrrfectedas of the time of its creation if such delivery is completed
transferredunder this paragraph, does not exceed $10,000. within 10 days thereafteand without regard to the limitations

(c) Uponcompliance with this subsection neither the secretagyxpressedh s.409.301 (2)otherwise, as of the time of such deliv
nor the department shall bear any liability or responsibilityttier ery.

transferof such vehicles in accordance with this section. (2m) If a secured party whose name and address is contained
(d) This subsection does not apply to transfer of interest iroathe certificate of title for a vehickecquires a new or additional
vehicleunder s342.15 (1) (d) securityinterest inthe vehicle, such security interest is perfected

2H7i5t01rg€:3 519711401%)%4%.82;1 %92 ;.1é%%43 éngci 2%.1654 (7) (8)(c); 1977 atthe time of its attachment unde®€9.203
c.273 a. 141 a 120239 2. 3384 (3) An unperfected security interest is subordinate to the

342.18 When department to issue a new certificate. rights of persons described in409.301
(1) Thedepartment, upon receipt of a properly assigned eertifi (4) Therules of priority stated in 409.312 and the othesee
cate of title, with an application for a new certificate of title, théonstherein referred to, shall, to the extent appropriate, apply to
requiredfee and any other transfédocuments required by lat  conflicting securityinterests in a vehicle of a type for which & cer
supportthe transfershall issue a new certificate of title in thefificate of title is required, dn a “previously certificated vehicle”
nameof the transferee as owner asdefined in s342.281 A security interest perfected under this
(2) The department, upon receipt of an applicafiora new Sectionor under ss342.284and342.285is a security interegter
certificateof title by a transferee other than by voluntary transfeféctedotherwise than by filing for purposes o#€9.312
with proof ofthe transferthe required fee and any other docu (5) Therules stated in s409.501to 409.507governing the
mentsrequired by lawshall issue a new certificate of title in therights and duties adecured parties and debtors and the require
nameof the transferee as owndr the transfer constituted ater mentsfor, and eflect of, disposition of a vehicle by a secured party
minationof the owne's interest or a sale under a security agreapondefault shall, to the extent appropriate, govern the rights of
mentby a secured party named in the certificateler s342.17 securedparties and owners with respectstecurity interests in
(2), the new certificate shall be issued free of the names arghiclesperfected under this chapter
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(6) If a vehicle issubject to a security interest when broughtetweenthe owner and the secured pathe secured parshall
into this state, $109.103 (1)(2) and(3) state the rules which apply execute and deliver to the ownas the department prescribes, a
to determine the validity and perfection of the security interestiialeaseof the security interest in the form and manner prescribed
this state. by the department and a notice to the owner stating in no less than
History: 1973 c. 3365.79; 1975 c. 286422 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) () 10-pointboldfacetype the ownés obligation under sulf2). If
Ch. 342, not ch. 409, governs perfection of security interest in motor vehicles, e secured party fails to execute and deliver the release and notice

Efﬁﬁi,%’éo{,\i,”fggiséé%?g‘é?",l,ev‘\j, t(’%’dc)h7'ggs("19'\gg‘§‘fa“kee Mack SalBgst Ws. Nt of the ownels obligation as required by this subsection, the
securedparty is liable to the owner for $2fd for any loss caused
342.195 Notification of person who has perfected to the owner by the failure.

security interest. Upon request of a person who has perfected (2) The owner other than a dealer holding the vehicle for
a security interest under342.19 as showrby the records of the resale,upon receipt of the release and notice of obligation shall
departmentin a vehicle titled in this state, whenever the depamromptly cause the certificate and release to be mailetilor-
mentreceives information from another state that the vefscleeredto the department, which shall release the secured party’
beingtitled in the other state and the information does not shdightson the certificate and issue a new certificate.

that thesecurityinterest has been satisfied, the department shall(3) The department mayemove information pertaining to a
notify the person. The perseshall pay the department a $2 fesecurityinterest perfected under3%#2.19from its computerized

for each notification. recordswhen the following applicablperiod of time after the
History: 1983 a. 1551985 a. 202 original perfection has elapsed unless #ecurity interest is
renewedn the same manner as provided i842.19 (2)for per
342.20 Duties on creation of security interest. If an  fection of a security interest:

ownercreates a security interest in a vehicle, unless the name anga) For a mobile home, 16 years.

addresof the secured party alreadycontained on the certificate
of title for the vehicle: Pary e (b) Fora truck tractos years.

(1) The owner shall immediatelgxecute, in the space pro (c) Forany oth(_er vehlcl_e, 6 years. .
vided therefor on the certificate of title or on a separate form pre (4) Removalof information pertaining to a securiiyterest
scribedby the department, an application to nameséeured 10 the records of the department under ¢8jpdoes not déct
party on the certificate, showing the name and addregheof @ny security agreement between the owner of a vehicle and the
securedparty and cause the certificate, application and tHaolderof security interest in the vehicle.
requiredfee to be delivered to the secured party History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 217447 1985 a. 202

(2) Thesecured party shall immediately cause the certificatgy> 23  secured party’s and owner ’s duties. (1) A

gppllcatlonand the required fee to be maileddefivered to the gocyredparty named in a certificate of title shall, upon written
eparment. B . o requesbf the owner or of another securgatty named on the cer

(3) Uponreceipt of the certificate of title, application and theificate, disclose anyertinent information as to the pagygecu
reqwredfega,_the department shall issue to the owner a newcertifty agreement and the indebtedness secured by it.
catecontaining the name and addresshe new secured party (2) (2) An owner shall promptly deliver the owrecertifi-
Thedepartment shall deliver to such new secured party ah€ t0 .atef title to any secured party who is named on it or who has a
registerof deeds of the counif the owneis residence, Memo sacyrityinterest in the vehicle described inuitder any other
randa,in such form ashe department prescribes, evidencing thQPpIicabIeprior law of this state, upon receipt of a notice from

notation of the seg:urity interest upon the certificate; and thereguch secured party that the security interest is to be assigned,
ter, upon any assignment, termination or release of the secuiftendecbr perfected.

|nterest,add|t|qnal memoranda evidencing such a(?tloh. . (b) No secured party may take possession of any certificate of
(4) Theregisters of deeds may record, and maintain a file gfye except as provided in pga). Any person who violates this

all memoranda received from the department undei(8lbSuch paragraptmay be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

recording, however is not required for perfection, release of 3y A secured party who fails to disclose information-pur

assignmenbf security interests, which shall bdeettive upon 346 sub. (1) shall be liable for any loss caused to owner

compliancewith s5.342.19 (2) 342.21and342.22 (1)and(2). thereby

History: 1975 c. 2861977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1981 c. 201985 a. 202.37; 1993 . . . i
a.30%; 1995 a. 338 (4) Any owner who fails to deliver theertificate of title to a

secured party requesting it pursuemsub.(2) (a)shall be liable
342.21 Assignment of security interest. (1) A secured to such secured party for any loss caused to the secured party
party may assign, absolutely or otherwise, the parggcurity therebyand may be required to forfeit not more than $200.
interestin the vehicle to a person other than the owner withoutHistory: 1971 c. 2781991 a. 3161993 a. 159
affectingthe interest of the owner or the validity of the security
interest,but any person without notice of the assignment is prg42.24 Method of perfecting exclusive. = The methogbro-
tectedin dealing with the secured partyths holder of the seeu Vided in this chapter of perfecting and giving notice of security
rity interest and the secured party remains liable foroftiga:  interestssubject to this chapter is exclusive. Security interests
tions as a secured party until the assignee is named as sec@kigectto this chapter are hereby exempted from the provisibns
party on the certificate. law which otherwise require or relate to the filingintruments

(2) Theassignee may but need not, to perfect the assignm&rﬁ?ﬁtingtlor et:(ifi?ncing ‘s{ecurilt{_ intterests_t.yd amyt e
il i H o H €maotor venicle law provisions relating to securl [0} y 10 @ mobile home
havethe certificate of title endqrseglt issued with the aSSIgNEE  oit has become a fixture. Geerv Commercial Credit Corp. 440 F (2d) 551.
namedas secured partypon deliveringo the department the eer
tificate and an assignment by the secured party named gettie 345 o5 Suspension or revocation of certificate.

icatein the form the department prescribes. (1) The department shall suspend or revoke a certificate of title
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1991 a. 316 it it finds any of the following:

342.22 Release of security interest. (1) Within one (@) The certificate of title was fraudulently procured, erfone

monthor within 10 days following written demarhy the debtor OUS!Y issued or prohibited by law _

after there isno outstanding obligation and no commitment to (b) The vehicle has been scrapped, dismantled or destroyed.
makeadvancesincur obligations or otherwise give value, secured (c) A transfer of title is set aside by a court of record by order
by the security interest in a vehicle under any secagtgement or judgment.
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(d) The vehicles odometer has been subjected to tampering (2) If a security interest in a previously certificated vehicle
andreturn of the certificate of title to the departmerddasidered wascreated, but was unperfected, under atiyer applicable law
necessaryo make a notation @hat information on the certificate. of this stateat the time this section takedesf (June 1, 1966), it

(2) Suspensiomr revocation of a certificate of title does notmay be perfected under sufd), but such perfection dates only
in itself, afect the validity of a security interest noted on it.  from the date of the divisios'receipt of the certificate.

(3) Whenthedepartment suspends or revokes a certificate of istory: 1977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) (a)
title, the owner or person in possession of it shall, immediately
upon receiving notice of the suspension or revocation, il ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS
deliverthe certificate to the department.

(4) Thedepartment may seize and impound any certificate 812.30 Identification numbers. (1) No person may
titte which has been suspended or revoked. remove,alter orobliterate or intentionally make it impossible to
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1993 a. 159 read,as required under suf2), an identification numberThis
subsectiordoesnot apply to the obliteration of an identification

342.255 Cancellation of title or registration. ~ Thedepart mherwhich occurs in the process of crushiagvehicle or
mentshall cancel a title or registration whenever: vehicle part for scrap.

(1). A transfer of title is set aside by the court by order or-judg (1m) Whenthe department is satisfies to the ownership of
mentor o avehicle subject to registration whiblas not been numbered by
(2) Fraudon the department is discovered by the departmefi{e manufacturer or on which the original number has been
or ) ) ) removed obliterated or altered or on which the original casting
~(3) It is subsequently discovered that the issuan@®sses hasbeen replaced or on which a new identification nuniber
sionof a title or registration is prohibited by law or that the odomeequiredunder s342.06 (1)f), the department shall assign a new
ter of a vehicle fowhich a cer_tlflcate of tltl_e has been issued bjdentificationnumber for each such vehicle.
the department has been subjectetatapering and return of the 5y An jdentification number assigned by the department to a
certificate of title to the department isonsidered necessary tOmgobile home, trailer or semitrailer shall be stamped upon the
makea notation of that information on the certificate. frame in a readily visible location. Aidentification number
History: 1977 ¢. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1993 a. 159 assigned to a motor vehicle manufactured prior to January 1,

342.26 Hearings and appeal. Any person aggrieved by an 1969, shall be permanently fafed to the left front pillar The
actor omission of the department under this chapter is entitldghicle identification number for motor vehicles manufactured
uponrequest, to &earing and judicial review thereof in accord@iterJanuary 1, 1969, shall permanently diked upon either a

ancewith ch.227. Contested cases shall be heard decided by partof the vehicle that is not designed to be removed except for
the division of hearings and appeals. repair,or a separatplate which is permanentlyfaded to such

History: 1977 c. 2955.1454 1654 (7) (a) 1981 c. 34%.80 (2} 1993 a. 16 part. The vehicle identification number shall be located inside the
passengecompartment and shall be readable, without moving

342.281 Previously certificated vehicle. A previously anypart of the vehicle, through the vehicle glazing under daylight
certificatedvehicle is a vehicle for which a certificate of tilas lighting conditions by an observer having 20/20 vision (Snellen)

beenissued by the department prior to June 1, 1966. whose eyepoint iocatedoutside the vehicle adjacent to the left
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a) windshieldpillar. Identification numbers assignéat cycles shall
L . ” be stamped on the left side, near the top of the engine casting just
342.282 Deferred application to previously certifi - pejowthe cylinder barrel. Such stamping dixifig shall be done
cated vehicle. Sections342.19to 342.24shall not apply to a ynderthe supervision of a deajeistributor or manufacturer reg
previouslycertificated vehicle until: _ isteredunder s341.51or under the supervision of a peadicef.
(1) There is a transfer of ownership of the vehicle; or The person supervising the stamping ofixafig shall make a
(2) The department issues certificate of title of the vehicle reportthereof to the department.
underthis chapter (2m) (a) A trafiic officer or person authorized to enforce non
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a) movingtraffic violations may use reasonable means to gain access

342.283 Distinctive certificate. If the department is not sat to a vehicle if that vehicle’identification number cannot be read

isfied that there areno undisclosed security interests, create‘?isreq“'red under sulog). o .
beforeJune 1, 1966, in a previously certificated vehicle, it shall, (b) Any person acting under p&) is immune from civil and
unlessthe applicant fulfills the requirements 08¢2.12 (3)issue Ccfiminal liability for good faith actions taken withiie scope of
adistinctive certificate of title of the vehicle containing the legeriéat persors oficial duties.

“This vehicle may be subject to an undisclosed secintigrest” (3) (@) Any person whoriolates sub(1) may be fined not
andany other information the department prescribes. morethan $5,000 or imprisoned for not more than 5 years or both.
History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) () (o) 1. Any owner of a vehicle for which the department has

issueda new identification number who fails to have soamber

342.284 New security interest in a previously  certifi - : ;
cated vehicle. After June 1, 1966, a security interest in a pre?attaChed or stamped as requirecsbly.(2) may be required to for

¢ - . eit not more than $200.
viously certificated vehicle may be created galfected only b
compl)i/anca/vith ss.342.19andg42.24 oy 2. Any owner of a vehicle favhich the department has issued

a new identification number who with intent to defraud fails to
342.285 Unsatisfied security interest in previously havesuch number attached stamped as required by s(@) may
certificated vehicle. (1) If a security interest in a previously e required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

certificatedvehicle is perfected under any other applicable law of (4) (a) If a law enforcement agency finds a vehicle or part of
this state at the time this section takefeetf (June 1, 1966), the a vehicle on which the identification number has been removed,
security interest continues perfected until its perfectiapses alteredor obliterated or made impossible to read, the law enforce
underthe law under which it was perfected (or wolalgse in the mentagency may seize the vehicle or part of a vehiflie ider
absencef a further filing or renewal of filing) and thereaftéy tification numbercannot be identified, the seized vehicle or
beforesuch lapse, there is delivered to the department the existuadpicle part is presumed to lmntraband. If the identification
certificateof title together with the application and fee required hyumbercan be identified, the agency may return the vehicle to the
s.342.20 (1) In such case the department shall issue a new-certifigisterecowner Except as provided in péb), the districtattor
catepursuant to s342.20 (3) ney shall institute forfeiture proceedings und&78.076regard
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ing any vehicle or vehicle part that is seized underghigagraph type which may subsequently be registered in his onaee. If

andnot returned to the owner the vehicle isiot a motorcycle or an automobile or station wagon
(b) If the district attorney brings a criminattion arising out registeredinder the monthly series system, or a motor home or a

of the seizurainder par(a), the district attorney shall not institutemotortruck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck

forfeiture proceedings under 873.076before there is a final Which has a gross weight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm

determinatiorin the criminal action. truck which has a gross weight of not more than 12,000 pounds,
(c) Paragrapka) does not apply to the obliteration of an identin® Or she shall remove and destroy the plates. .

fication number that occurs in the process of crushing a vehicle or(2) Any person owning or possessing a vehicle whtiels

vehiclepart for scrap. beenjunked or destroyedhall, within 10 days after the destruc
History: 1971 c. 2781975 c. 1211977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1985 a. 2021987  tion or junking occurred do all of the following:
2.349 1991 a. 2331993 a. 92165 (a) Notify the department of the destruction or junking.

342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor  vehicles. (b) Return the certificate of title to the department.

(1) Each sherffand police department in the state shall immedj (C) Remove aneither retain or destroy the registration plates

ately report to the department of justice each motor vehiclgr the vehicle as provided in sufi) (c).

reportedstolen or recovered within its jurisdiction. (3) No certificate of title may be issued for a junk vehicle or
(2) An owner of a garage or trailer park or of any type ofstofor @ vehicle which has been junked or destroyed.

ageor parking lot for motor vehicles shall report to the local law (3m) In determining whether a vehicle meets the definitibn

enforcemenagency the make, motor number and serial or idend junk vehicle for purposes of this section 0842.15 (1) (a)the

fication number ofany vehicle stored, parked or left in the ovisier departmentnay promulgate rules specifyitige conditions under

garagepark or lot for goeriod of more than 30 consecutive daywhich a vehicle shall be considered incapable of operatios®r

unlessarrangements have been madeHgyowner of the vehicle upona highway

for its continuous storage or parking or unlessdaaer of the (4) (a) Any person violating sul§l) or (2) may be required

vehicleis personally knowto the owner of the garage, park or lotto forfeit not more than $200.

Any person who fails to submit such report may be required-to for (b) Any person who with intent to defraud violates gapor

feit not more than $25. (2) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
History: 1971 c. 2781973 c. 1691991 a. 316 History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%s.1455 1654 (7) ()1977 c. 129418, 1983
a. 126227,270,538 1987 a. 3491993 a. 63

342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of cer - ) .
tificate of title. (1) No person may counterfeit, possessl, 342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited;  removal;
offer for sale or supply a fged, fictitious, counterfeit, stolen ordisposal. (1) No person shall leavenattended any motor
fraudulentlyor unlawfully obtained certificate of title or registra Vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or mobile home @my public highway
tion, manufactures document obrigin, instrument or other dec O Private or public propertyor such time and under sucicum:
umentthatis or may be used as evidence of ownership, the transi&ncesas to cause the vehicle to reasonably appear to have been
of ownership or the mileage disclosure of a motor vehicle. ~ abandoned.Except as otherwiserovided in this section, when

(2) Unlessauthorized by theepartment, no person may poseverany vehicle has been left unattenaéthout the permission
sesssell, ofer for sale or supply any blank certificates of tiafe ©f the Propertowner for more than 48 hours in cities of the 1st
registrationmanufacturers’ documents ofigin, instruments or cl@ssand, in other cities, villages and towns, a period set by the

other documents that may be used as evidence of ownesshig?verningbody thereof, the vehicle is deemed abandoned and
registrationof a motor vehicle constitutesa public nuisance. A motor vehicle shall not be censid

(3) Whoeverviolates sub(1) or (2) may be fined not more eredan abandoned motor vehicle when it is out of ordinary public

| VDK view, or when designated as not abandoned byly authorized
tehaé::r;ﬁ%?a?%gr imprisoned for natore than 5 years, or both, fory, \hicinalor county dicial pursuant to municipal or county ordi

: nance.
History: 1993 . 159 (2) Any vehicle inviolation of this section shall be impounded
342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab. No person shall until lawfully claimed or disposedf under sub(3) except that if

sell or exchange, authorize or direct $ede or exchange of, or it is deemed by a duly authorized municipal or county representa
offer for sale or exchange amyotor vehicle which the persontive that the cost afowing and storage ctges for the impound
knows hasbeen used as a taxicab or for public transportatidfentwould exceed the value of the vehicle, the vehicle may be
unlessthe certificate of title for such vehicle has been stamped jykedor sold by the municipality or county prior to expiration of
the department with the words “This motor vehicle has previousiie impoundment period upon determination by the chightite
beenused as a taxicab or for pub||c transportation" and un|e@l’_5$herlf haVInngl’I_SdlCthﬂ that the vehicle is not stole_n or other
suchcertificate of title is exhibited by the vendor to the vendewise wanted for evidence or othezason. All substantially com
beforethe sale of such vehicle is consummated. Any person wpigte vehicles in excess of 19 model years of age shall be disposed
violates this section may be required to forfeit not more tha®f in accordance with sul3) (c).

$1,000. (3) Any municipality or county may enact ordinances govern
History: 1973 c. 2181977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (8)1977 c. 273 ing the removal and disposal of abandoned vehiclesemept
. ) for abandoned vehicles that have been stolen, provide a forfeiture
342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or in addition to providing for the recovery by the municipality or

junking of vehicle. (1) Any person owning or possessing &ountyof the cost of impounding and disposing of the vehicle.
junk vehicle shall, within 10 days after determining thlag (@) Any municipal or university police fifer, police oficer
vehicleis a junk vehicle do all of the following:  appointedunder s.16.84 (2) sherif's deputy county trafic

(@) Notify the department of the junk condition of the vehiclesatrolman,state trdfic officer or conservation warden who dis

(b) Return the certificate of title to the department. coversany motor vehicle, trailesemitrailey or mobile home on

(c) If the vehicle is a motorcycle or automobile or station any public highway or private or public property which has been
wagon registered under the monthly series system or a moggtandonedshall cause the vehicle to be removed tutable
homeor a motor truck, dual purposeotor home or dual purposeplaceof impoundment. Upon removal of thehicle the dicer
farm truck which has a gross weight of not more t8@00 or warden shall notify the shefribr chief of police of the abandon
poundsor a farm truck which has a gross weight of not more thagentand of the location of the impounded vehicle.
12,000pounds, the owner shall remove thgistration plates and (b) The owner of any abandoned vehielrcept a stolen
retainand preserve them for use on any other vehicle of the savedicle is responsible for the abandonment and all costs of
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impoundingand disposing of the vehicle. Costs not recoveratksigneddy the department enabling the purchaser to obtain a reg
from the sale of the vehicle may be recovered in a civil action biar certificate of title for the vehicle. The purchaser shall have
the municipality against the owneWhether or not theunicipat 10 days to removéhe vehicle from the storage area, but shall pay
ity recovers the cost of towing and enforcement, the municipaliéyreasonable storage fee established by the municipality or county
shallbe responsible to the towing service for requisitional towirfgr each day the vehicle remains in storage after the 2nd business
serviceand reasonable clygs for impoundment. day subsequent to the sale dateenTays after the sale, thar-

(c) Any vehicle which is deemed abandoned by a duly auth@1asershall forfeit all interest in the vehicle and the vehicle shall
rized municipal or county representative and not disposed R deemed to be abandoned and magdid again. Any listing
under sub.(2) shall be retained in storage for a minimum periofif vehicles to be sold by any municipality or county shall be made
of 10 days after certified mail notice has been sent towheer ~availableto any interested person oganization which makes a
andlienholders of record to permit reclamation of the vehicle aftéffitten request for such list.  The municipality or county may
paymentof accrued chaes. Such notice shakt forth the year chargea fee for the list.
make,model, and serial number of the abandoned motor vehicle,(€) Within 5 days after the sale or disposal of a vehicle as pro
the place where the vehicle ieing held, and shall inform thevided in this subsection or suf®), the municipalityor county
ownerandany lienholders of their right to reclaim the vehicleshall advise the department of the sale or disposition on a form
The notice shall state that the failure of the owner or lienholdeggppliedby the department.
to exercise their rights to reclaim the vehicle under this section(4) (a) In this subsection, “state agency” has the meaning
shall be deemed a waiver of all right, title, and interest in thgvenfor “agency” in s227.01 (1)
vehicleand a consertb the sale of the vehicle. Each retained (b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this sectiostzde
vehiclenot reclaimed by its owner or lienholder maysblel. The agencyresponsible for the lanon which a vehicle is left unat
municipality or county may dispose of the vehicle by sedlied tendedand a duly authorized representative of that agency may
or auction sale as provided by ordinange such sale the highest exerciseall of the powers and duties under this section of a munic
bid for any such motor vehicle shall be accepted unless the sapagity and a duly authorized municipal representative, subject to
is deemed inadequate by a duly authorized municipal or couttig following conditions:
representativen which event all bids may be rejected. If all bids 1. Whenever a vehicle h&gen left unattended without the
are rejected or no bid is received, the municipality or comaty permissionof the state agendgr more than 72 hours, the vehicle
eitherreadvertise theale, adjourn the sale to a definite date, sql deemed abandoned and constitutes a public nuisance.
the motor vehicle at a private sale or juthie vehicle. Any inter 2. The state agency may promulgate rules governing the
estedperson may éér bids on each abandoneehicle to be sold. yomovaland disposal of abandoned vehicles and, except for aban
If municipal or county ordinances do not state the procedure too%‘ﬁedvehicles that have been stolen, providerteiture in addi
followed in advertising or providingublic notice of the sale, ajon to providing for the recovery by the state agency of the cost
public notice shall be posted at théicé of the municipapolice s impounding and disposing of the vehicle.
departmentr the ofice of the county shefif The posting of the (c) This subsection applies to any vehicle deemed abandoned

noticeat the police or shefls department shall be in the same o0 April 30, 1996, except that no forfeiture may be assessed
form as the certified mailotice sent to the owner or I'enhOIder.sagainslIhe owner of such a vehicle

of record. Uporsale of an abandoned vehicle, the municipality'yisory: 1971 ¢. 1311973 c. 2131977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1977 c. 68203 447
or county shall supply the purchaser with a compldteth 1989a. 1341995 a. 216
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