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CHAPTER 75
LAND SOLD FOR TAXES

75.001 Definitions. 75.30  Action by original owner where deed void, when barred.
75.002 Timely payment. 75.31  “Possession” defined.

75.01 Redemption. 75.32  Taxation and sale of lands held by counties.

75.03  Redeeming lands of minors, incompetents. 75.35  Sale of tax—deeded lands; purchase of adjacent lands.
75.04  Redemption receipt and entries. 75.36  County acquisition and sale of property

75.05  Disposition of redemption money 75.365 Agreements as to delinquent taxes.

75.06  Applicability of chapter to 1st class cities. 75.37  Waste on land subject to a tax certificate.

75.07  Redemption notices; publication. 75.375 Waste on lands subject to a tax certificate; penalty
75.09  Notice, how posted. 75.39  Action to bar former owner

75.10  Mistake in notice. 75.40  Action, where and how brought.

75.11  Compensation of printer 7541  Complaint.

75.115 Rights of persons who have an interest in mineral rights. 75.42  Defense, answer

75.12  Deed, notice of application for 75.43
75.13  Filing affidavit. '
75.14  Deeds, execution of; rights under; evidence.
75.143 Defer taking of tax deed.

75.144 Rights of persons claiming adverse possession.
75.145 Correction of description by action.

75.16 Deed, by whom executed; form.

75.19  Foreclosure of certificate.

Election to receive deposit; costs.
75.44  Release.

75.45  Deed as evidence.

75.46  Trial; defendang interest.

75.47  Separate trials.

75.48  Effect of judgment.

75.49  Judgment for defendant.

75.195 Extended time for beginning tax foreclosure. 7550 Unknown owners.

75.20  Limitations on certificates and issue of dedile;of tax certificate liens. 7>-52  Judgment a bawhen. o

75.22  Validity; immaterial errors. 75.521 Foreclosure of tax liens by action in rem.

75.23  Canceled deeds, certificates of county clerk. 75.54  Reassessment of taxes by order of court.

75.24  Limitation, claims under illegal deed or certificate. 75.55  Application of section 75.54.

75.25  Lien of reassessed tax. 75.61  Actions related to tax certificates.

75.26  Limitation. 75.62  Procedure in actions related to tax certificates.
75.27  Limitation on former owner 75.63  Ejectment as to public lands; conditions.

75.28  Application of all limitations. 75.64  No jurisdiction; issue of deed postponed; deposit.
75.285 Action; condition precedent. 75.67  Procedure in populous counties containing authorized city
75.29  Actions of ejectment, when barred. 75.69  Sale of tax delinquent real estate.

NOTE: 1987 Wisconsin Act 378 which repealed and ecreated chapter 74, |f there is a redemption before the recording, thedted, as it

made substantial amendments to chapter 75.Act 378 contains explanatory ;
notes. relatesto the land redeemed, shall be void.

(c) The provisions of this chapter relating to redemption; con

75.001 Definitions. In this chapterunless the context clearly veyancerights of action, limitation andther proceedings shalll
indicatesotherwise: applyto all swamp and overflowed lands that have been or may

(1) “Tax” means real property taxes, special assessmentg§ontracted for sale by any county board. B
definedunder s.74.01 (3) special chajes as defined under s. (4) (a) Redemption of land subject to a tax certificate may be
74.01(4) and special taxes as defined undés01 (5) madein partial payments of not less than $20, unlesgdumty '

(2) “Tax deed” means a tax deed executed undes.44 a treasurelagrees to accept a smaller amount. The making of partlal
deedexecuted under €5.190r a judgment issuashder s75.521 paymentsshall not operate to extend the period of redemption.

History: 1987 a. 378 (b) Eachpartial payment shall be applied first to pay all

chargesauthorizedby law then to pay the interest and penalty

75.002 Timely payment. (1) When payment is required accruedand then to pay the principal of the tax. The portion of the
underthis chapteto be made on or before a certain date, the payaymentio be applied as principal shall be ascertained by dividing
mentis timely if it is mailed in goroperly addressed envelopetheamount of the payment lthe sum of one plus a figure that is
postmarkedefore midnight of the last date prescribed for makiritie product ofeither .01 or a decimal reflecting the applicable per
the payment, with postage prepaid, and is received by the propentageunder s.74.47 multiplied by the number of months of
official not more than 5 days after the prescribed date for makigglinquencycounting any part of a month as a full month. This
the payment. amountof principal shall be deducted from the amourférefd in

(2) A payment which fails to satisfy the requirements of sugaymentand the remainder of it shall be the interest accrued from
(1) solely because of a delay or administrative error of the U1§€ date ofaccrual specified in the tax certificate on that portion

postalservice shall be considered to be timely made. of the tax that is dééred to be paid. Interest on any new balance
History: 1987 a. 378 of principal sum shall be figured from the date of accrual specified

in the tax certificate.
75.01 Redemption. (1) (a) As used in this subsection, History: 1977 c. 261981 c. 1671987 a. 378

« P i i owner is entitled to redeem part of a parcel of land sold for taxes before the tax
recordmg means the presentation of a tax deed to the reglsm{j@?&is recorded by filing with the county treasurer an application for prorafion

deedsfor record and acceptance of it. taxescontaining a legal description of the portion sought to be redeemefitty58

(b) Any person, prioto the recording of a tax deed based OﬁTﬁ iangz.erested person may redeem land sold for the nonpayment of taxes up until
a tax certificate issued on land for nonpayment of taxes, MAY time a tax deed conveying the same is recorded. 74.46 and 75.14 (1) discussed.

redeentheland described in the tax certificate. Redemption shal Atty. Gen. 592.

be made by paying to the county treasurer the amount of the

unpaidtaxes stated in the tax certificate plus the interest and p&6.03 Redeeming lands of minors, incompetents. (1)

alty as provided under 4.47, computed from the date of accruala) The lands of minors or any interest they may have acquired
asspecifiedin the tax certificate plus any other s authorized landsprior to or after the date tit@nds became subject to a tax cer
by law to be imposed on the tax certificate following its issuandificate may beredeemed at any time before such minors come of
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ageand during one year thereafter if such lands didacotue 75.06 Applicability of chapter to 1st class cities. For
delinquenttaxes for 5 or more consecutive years prior to or aftpurposes of this chaptéicounty” includes a city authorized to
suchacquisition, but no such redemption shall be constased proceedunder s74.87. Unless the context specifically indicates
redeemingthe interest of angther person in such lands. Theotherwise,all powers granted to counties by this chaptes
landsof persons adjudged mentally incompetent oriatgrest grantedto that city; all powers and duties granted to county gov
they may have acquired in lands priorthe date the lands becameerningbodies and dicials are granted to the counterpart govern
subjectto a tax certificate and which did not accrue delinqueiig body and dicials of that city; and all procedures and forms
taxesfor 5 or more consecutiyesars prior to or after such acquisi prescribecby this chapter as applicable to counties shall be-appli
tion, may be redeemed at atigne during disability and during cableto that city with the modifications necessary to retain-sub
oneyear thereafterRedemption shall be made unders01 stantial conformity with this chapter

(b) The heirs of any such minor who dies after the nsniitie History: 1987 a. 378
to the landsshall accrue and before the expiration of the time
when, if the minor had lived, the minor might have redeenhed 75.07 Redemption notices; publication. (1) Each
lands, may also, if minors, redeem the interest of the minor in #@unty treasurer shall, at least 6 and not more than 10 months
landswithin the time in which the minor couldf, living, have beforethe expiration of the time for redeeming laisabject to a
redeemedhe same; and if not minors they may redeem within otex certificate, excepands subject to §5.521that are located in
year from the time their title so accrues and within the time iacity authorized to proceed unde74.87, cause to be published
which the minor could, if living, have redeemed the same. asa class 2 notice, under @85, in the county in which the lands

(2) The period of redemptionf lands or any interest in the arelocated, dist of all unredeemed lands, specifying each tract or
landsof minors or persons adjudged mentally incompetent, whili, the name of the person to whom assessed, if @y the
they acquired prior or subsequent to the date the lardame amountof taxes, ch@es and interest, calculated to the last day of
subjectto atax certificate and which lands accrued delinquergdemption, due on each parcel, together with a notice that unless
taxesfor 5 or more consecutive years, prior to or after such acgaiichlands are redeemed on or before thedagtof redemption,
sition, shall not be extended under s(b. which shall be specified, they will be conveyed to the caufbe

(3) If a tax certificate includes lands or any interest in lang@untytreasurerfor the purpose of such list, may condense such
which are held by a minor @ person adjudged mentally incompedescr!ptlonswhen_ such condensed description will reasonably
tent,and those lands have accrued delinquent taxes for 5 or nfdggcribethe premises.
years, and the timier issuance of a deed upon the certificate has (2) (a) Before publishing such list such treasurer shall-care
not expired, the county may eith@areclose by action under s.fully compare the same wite tax certificate describing the
75.190r take title under §5.140r75.521andforeclose any right landsto be included in the list to be published. If upon such
of redemption or interest of any minor or person adjudged  examinatiortherebe found any omission or erroneous description
tally incompetent by separate action und&bslQ In such action in the tax certificate, sucparcel of land in the description of
the minor or person adjudged mentally incompetent rappear which the omission or error shall occur shall not be advertised for
by guardian ad litem as providéy law and the guardian, if the redemptionjut shall be deleted from the tax certificate in which

personhas one, shall be joined as a party defendant. it was originally included and placed in the next-issued tax eertifi
History: 1977 c. 831987 a. 378 cate.

. . . (b) If the number of the description in the lists of lands to be
75.04 Redemption receipt and entries. Upon the redemp gvertisedfor redemption bythe county treasurer shall exceed

tion of any lands subject to a tax certificate by payment to tg S
county treasurer the treasurer shall execute to the person OOOO,the treasurer shall then let by contract the publication of

: : T suchlist to the lowest bidder upon a notice, written or printed, to
L?Otlﬁg rgg%ﬁ?gf:f&i?%g}g ghneelzgg gﬂgg{ggg;:‘wg;m be delivered to anteft yvith the publishgr or one of the publighers
surershall enter on the tax certificatke information required qf each newspaper printed as aforesaid, at least 10 days prior to the
unders.74.57 (4) (d) time at which such contract shall be let.
History: 1987 a. 378 (c) Any county treasurer who shall wilfully refuser@glect
to perform any duty required by this section or who shall keep
75.05 Disposition of redemption money . The county backand not report any unredeemed lands for the purpose of evad
treasureshall distribute and retain funds paid to redeem land suhg its provisions shall forfeit the full amount of the penalty of the
jectto a tax certificate as follows: treasurer'official bond, one half of which, when collected, shall
(1) Partialpayments of delinquent real property taxes shall e paid to the persoprosecuting therefor and the residue into the
retainedby the county and applied as provided ifi%01 (4)(b). ~ treasuryof the state for the use of the school fund; provided fur
(2) Paymentf delinquent real property taxes, plus any intefher, that no county treasurer shall be liable to any penalty for
estand penalties, shall be retained by the county causingsuch publication to be madgtea weekly newspaper pub

: . intesest lishedin such county for théength of time hereinbefore named
per(ls;)ltiEsgrr:]ae”nlt)se)frggi?%tée&t/iﬁgc(lilut%es, plus any int prior to the date of the treasurenotice, when by reason of acci

- . d?ntor other cause more than one wéek intervened between
(4) Paymentsof delinquent special assessments or specigl

. : e dates of the actual issue of such newspaper to subscribers, if
chargesor Wh'.Ch the county seﬂled undei7d.29 plus any inter suchdelay at any one time shall not have exceeded 3 days; but
estand penalties, shall be retained by the caunty

every such newspapgefor the purpose of this section shall be

(5) Paymentsof delinquent special assessments or specigbemedo have been regularly published oncesiith week as
chargesor which the county did not settle for un@er4.29 plus  pereinpeforeprovided.

anyinterest, shall be paid within 15 days after thedastof the g0y 1987 a. 378

monthin which the payments wereceived by the county trea  sub, (1) requiring publication of redemption notice prior to expiration of time to
surerto the taxing jurisdiction which levied the special assessmesteemands sold for taxes, is directory only; and failure to include in such publica
or special chag‘e. Penalties on special assessments and Spegﬁ%ﬂhe name of the person to whom such taxes a&sessed does not invalidate a

; . sequertiax deed. 63 AttyGen. 16.
charge_sfor which the county did not settle for under4.29shall In publishing redemption notices for tax delinquent lands under (1), ctreaty
beretained by the county sureris not authorized to omit the names of persons to whom such property was last

History: 1987 a. 3781991 a. 39 assessed3 Atty. Gen. 18.
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75.09 Notice, how posted. If no newspaper be published inlier than 88 days prior to the earliest date on wiiehcounty is
suchcounty the county treasurer shall alableast 3 months pre entitled to a deed.

viousto the time limited for the redemption of any lasubject 3) Thenotice of application for tax deed mayd®ved by the
to a tax certificate, cause to be posted up copies of the list aaflintytreasurer or any person acting for the treastifeenotice
noticespecified in s75.07in at least 4 public places in the countyshallbe served in the manner that service of a summoneduora
oneof which copies shall be posted up in some conspicuous plaggecord is made, or by certified mail, with return receipt of the
in the treasures office. addresse®nly demanded. If notice cannot be given by use of

History: 1987 a. 378 eitherof the foregoing methods, the county treasorehe trea

. ) . ) surer’sagent shall make anfafavit setting forth the ébrt to

75.10 Mistake in notice. Wheneverby mistake or other makeservice, the inability to do so, and shall ftie afidavit with
wise, such treasurer neglects or fails to include in the tredsurehe county clerk. In such cases the notice shall be published by the
publishedlist any such tract or tracts of land or to publish such “ébuntytreasurer as @lass 3 notice, under c®85, in the county
in accordance with the requirements of |#ve same may be pub The affidavit of the countytreasurer or the treasureagent as to
lishedat any time within 2 years after the expiration offleeiod jnapjlity to secure service personatiyby certified mail, together
of redemption. Such publication shall be made in the same m@jith proof of publication of theotice, shall be deemed completed
nerand for the same time psescribed in the preceding sectionsserviceof the notice of application for tax deed.
andsuch treasurer shall specify in the treasaneotice accompa 4y pefore the tax deed is issued, proof of service, or the
nying such published list when the time foaking redemption of oy nedcertified mail receipt, or proof of publication of the notice
suchlands from such sale will expire, which time shall not be legg application for tax deed shall be filed with théaafr authorized

than6 nor more than 10 months from thepiration of the full 2 : ;
weeksrequired for theforesaid publication. All tax deeds mad_(%3 y law to issue the tax deed, and a copy of the proof of service,

. rtified mail recei r proof of lication with evi
uponsuch tracts of land after the expiration of the regular pené%;umedcet ed mail receipt, or proof of publicatio th e

fred : hall. after th it f h ded peri nceof the cost of publication shall be retained by the county
of redemption shall, after the expiration of such extended peripgy g rer A person subsequently redeeming a lot or tract of land,

of redemption, be as valid andeftualas if such publication had o5y hart or interest therein, shall pay in addition to the amount

beenmade at the time required in such section. requiredto redeem the lot or tract, $1.50 for each pessaned
History: 1987 a. 378 with the notice arif notice is sent by certified mail, the cost of

sendingany notices bygertified mail, plus the cost of publication

75.11 = Compensation of printer . Theprinter who publishes gghe notice. If there is no occupant of the lands as hereinbefore

the list and notice of the time when the redemption of land subj ined,the county treasurer shall file arfidvit to that efect
to a tax certificate will expirshallreceive compensation thereforWith thé oficer authorized by law to issue the tax deed

the sameas is provided for legal notices under except that ) o
whenthe samg is published gnder contract, asgfraovidedpbyﬁaw (6) No tax deed shall be taken upon any notice of application
printershall receive the compensation fixeddmeh contract and thereforafter one year from the last date of service of such notice.

no more. (7) Thissection shall supersede all provisions of, leelud
History: 1987 a. 378 ing the provisions of any city chartavhich are in conflict with
it.
75.115 Rights of persons who have an interestin min - History: 1979 c. 1451981 c. 2101987 a. 3781995 a. 225

i i i Due process requires that every owner of recoréerest, including mineral
sgaggag(ggs(am’;lZf\gf:;f](sé?ggldn(%;)s(?bi:tLI’?e (I‘Jé)lllZ?eloﬁf ;r?g'vir?;dof Ege@st’etnr?dsegr 706%57, be providertitten notice of application for tax deed4
afee simple interest in surfadghts to pay property taxes on land
doesnotextinguish the rights of a holder of a fee simple intereg5.13 Filing affidavit. If a proper dfdavit of service of notice
in severed mineral rights related to that land. of application for tax deed or a proper proof of nonoccupancy

History: 1993 a. 391 dueform, as provided in §5.12 has heretofore been filed with

) o the countyclerk, the fact that suchfafavit of service of notice or

75.12  Deed, notice of application for . (1) No tax deed affidavit of nonoccupancy or such proof hast been otherwise
shallbe issued oany lot or tract of land subject to a tax certificat§jed shall not be alleged or raised in any action or proceeding
unlessa writtennotice of application for tax deed shall have beettackingor questioning the title of the countyits successors in
servedupon the ownewor one of the owners of record in théas  jnterestin the land which was the subject of the notice or proof.
of register of deeds of the county wherein the land is situated. Iistory: 1979 c. 891987 a. 378
suchlot or tract be improved by a dwelling house, or buildiegd
for business purposes, or a building used for agriculpurgdoses, 75.14 Deeds, execution of; rights under;  evidence.
andin any of said cases, such building has been actually occupieg If any landsubject to a tax certificate shall not be redeemed
for the purpose specified for 30 dagsnediately prior to the date the county clerk shall, after the expiration of the tiprescribed
of service ofthe notice of application for tax deed, or if such loby law for the redemption thereof, on presentation of the tax-certif
or tract of land has been occupied and cultivated for agricultuiedte and proof of service of notice, execute in the name of the state
purposes for 30 days within the period of 6 months immediatedyid of the countyas such dicer thereof, under the clegkhand
prior to the date of service of the notice of application for the tandthe seal of the countio the county and its assigns, a deed of
deed then notice of application for tax deed shall be served upthre land so remaining unredeemed, and shall acknowledge the
the occupant or one of the occupants thereof. If the records of $aenewhich shall vest in the county an absolute estate in fee simple
office of register of deeds ite county where such land is situateéh such land subjecthowever to recorded restrictions and
showthat such lot or tract of land is encumbered by an unsatisfiediemptionas provided in this chapteand such deed duly wit
mortgageor mortgages, such notice of application for tax deetbssedand acknowledged shall be presumptwidence of the
shallbe served upon at least one of the mortgagees in each stegjularity of all the proceedings, from the valuation of the lapd
mortgageor upon the last assignee or one of the last assigneethefassessor up to ardcluding the execution of the deed, and
eachsuch mortgage, if the assignment is recorded. may be recorded with the likefett as other conveyances of land.

(2) Suchnotice shall statéhe date of the tax certificate, theNo deed may be issued under this section timgilcounty board,
descriptionof the lands involved, the amount of the delinquendyy resolution, orders issuance of the deed.
andthat such amount wilbear interest and penalty as provided by (2) The county clerk shall not issue a desfcny parcel of land
law, and shall give notice that after the expiration of 3 months frammtil by carefully comparing the advertised list of the same for
the date ofservice of such notice the county will apply for a taxedemption with the tax certificate, the clerk shall find that the
deed. A notice of application for a tax deed shall not be seeaed descriptionof such parcel of land so to be conveyed has been cor
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rectly and fully published, in such advertised list of redemptiong5.144 Rights of persons claiming adverse posses -
andif upon such examination the county clerk shall find any errefon. (1) TITLES SUBJECTTO CLAIM OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE
or omission in any such advertised description the clerk shall eressessIioN. Subject to subg2) to (4), titles that are obtained
oppositethe description of said land in the tax certificate a statenderthis chapter are subject to claims of ownership by adverse
mentof the fact of such error or omission. If the description of sgissession under 893.25
landin the tax certificate is in erragthe county board shall cause (2) CLAIMS OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE POSSESSIONBARRED.
sych certificate to be canceleds it relates to that parcel, an.d(a) If a county obtains a survey property complying with par
directthe countytreasurer to cor(ect the dESCrIptIOI’! thereof, usin®) and mails notice concerning the property complying with par
the procedure under 24.61, and include the parcel in the tax-cer(c) and if noaction concerning the property is commenced under
tificate next issued under 84.57  If the error or omission is in sub.(3) on or before the date set forth in the notargy claim to
only the advertised list of redemptions, the county treasurer Shﬂ”nershipof the property by adverse possession undg9325
correctand readvertise the same for redemption in the next sugharred.
publication and the period of redemption shall be extended (b) The survey under pdg) shall show all of the following:
therebyan additional year . .
. . . . . 1. The size and location of the property

(4) Whenevera deed in the chain of title shall contain valid > Th terior boundari fth ;
andenforceable restrictions and covenants running withetin : e ex erlor oun ar|§§ orthe property )
ashereinafter defined and limited, said restrictions emeenants 3. The locations of any visible structures anddfmensions
shall survive and be enforceable after the issuance of aeest  Of @ny principal buildings on the property
to the same extent that they would be enforceable against a volun 4. Any boundaryfences, apparent easements, roadways and
tary grantee of the owner of the title immediately prior to the delivisible encroachments on the property
ery of the tax deed. This subsection shall apply to the usual-restric(c) The treasurer of the county seeking to trartitferto prop
tions and covenants limiting the use of propertiie type, erty under this chapter shall mail the notice under(pjratleast
characterand location of building, covenants against nuisancgsveeks before the date that title to the property will be transferred,
andwhat the former parties deemed to be undesirable conditiomsthe last—known address of eamfiner of an interest in other real
in, upon and about the propertypvenants to contribute to the cospropertythat has a common boundary witie property The trea
of maintaining private roads, and other similar restrictions ardrer shall attach a lisbntaining the legal description of the prop
covenantsput this subsection shall not protect covenargating ertyto the notice. The notice shall appear in at least 10—point bold
any debt or lien against or upon the propediythat willrequire  facetype or its equivalent and shall read as follows:
the owner to expend mondygr any purpose, except such as may NOTICE REGARDING TRANSFER
requirethe owner to keep the premises in a sightly conditior, con OF ADJACENT PROPERY
tribute to the cost of maintaining private roads, or to abate urdesir TAKE NOTICE THAT ANY PERSON THA HAS OR

ableconditions. During the period that the county is the owher LAIMS TO HAVE A RIGHT. TITLE OR INTEREST IN ANY
landsso acquired it shall not be required to expend any money; AL PROPERY THAT IS DESCRIBED IN THE
keep the premises in sanitary or siglthnditionor to contribute ATTACHED LIST IS HEREBY NOTIFIED THA .... (name of
to the cost of maintainingrivate roads or to abate nuisances qQ e county) WILL TRANSFER TITLE D THE REAL PROR

undesirableconditions, but its successors in title shall be subje;
theretoand to covenants and restrictions as provided in this sg%gs\;e?cﬁstiﬁngED IN THE ATACHED LIST ON.... (date of

tion. Any rights the former owner had to enforce the restrictions

and covenants to which thisubsection is applicable against thel_ TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THA" YOU ARE RECEIVING
rantorand other parties owning property subject to sestric HIS NOTICE BECAUSE YOU HAE AN INTEREST IN

d p g property sl REAL PROPERY THAT BORDERS ON A PIECE OF REAL

tions and covenants, exceforfeitures, right of reentryor OPERTYDESCRIBED IN THE ATACHED LIST THE

reverter,shall likewise survive to the county as grantee in said t;
deedand to successors and assigns. EASUREROF .... (name of the county) HAS A COPY OF A

History: 1087 a, 378 SURVEY OF ALL REAL PROPERY THAT IS DESCRIBED

Incometax lien is extinguished by tax deed under 75.14 or by judgment und® THE ATTACHED LIST. THE SURVEY SHOWS THE SIZE
75.521.62 Atty. Gen. 234. AND LOCATION OF THE REALPROPERY, ITS EXTERIOR
BOUNDARIES, THE LOCATION OF ANY VISIBLE STRUG

75.143 Defer taking of tax deed. (1) In this section: TURES ON THE PROPERY, THE DIMENSIONS OF ANY

(a) “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS ON THE PROPERY AND ANY
dwelling units and any land included with that building in th&OUNDARY FENCES,APPARENT EASEMENTS, ROAD
sameentry on the tax roll. WAYS AND VISIBLE ENCROACHMENTS. YOU MAY

(b) “Dwelling unit' means atructure or that part of a structure’V!SH TO LOOK AT THE SUR/EY TO MAKE SURE THA!
usedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person off & DO NOT CLAIM ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN
2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the exdiiiE REAL PROPERY. IF YOU BELIEVE THAT THE SUR
Sionof all others. VEY SHOWS THA SOME OF THE REAL PROPER TO BE
TRANSFERRED BELONGS TO YOU, YOU HAVE THE

(2) The council of any city authorized to proceed under IGHT TO ATTEMPT TO PROVE THA" THE REAL PROP

74.87may byordinance direct its treasurer to defer the taking
tax deeds by the city on dwellings. The ordinance shall design TY BELONGS TO YOU UNDER THE WISCONSIN LAY

the period of time that the taking of a tax deed shall be deferre D YOU MAY WISH TO CONSULT AN ATTORNEY.

after the one—year period provided by lahe deferral period = (3) ASSERTINGCLAIM OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE POSSESSION.
may notexceed 2 years. The deferral shall apply to those-del(@) Except as provided in pgb), any person claiming ownership
guenttaxes and assessments incurred while the dwelliag y adverse possession unde83.250f property whose title will
ownedand occupied by the perserho owns and occupies thebe or has beenl transferred unqilmrs qhapter may commence an
building at the beginning of the deferrperiod. If the owner actionto establish title as provided in&93.25
ceaseso occupy the dwelling during the deferral period, the city (b) Any person claiming ownership by adverse possession
treasureshall take dax deed on the dwelling as soon as practicéinders.893.250f propertyfor which a survey has been obtained
ble. A city adopting an ordinance under this section may requi@d noticemailed in compliance with suf) may commence an
the dwelling owner to submit proof that the owner is eligible forctionto establish title as provided in&93.25 butthe action is
a deferral under this section. barredif not commenced on or before the date of transfer of title
History: 1981 c. 3221987 a. 378 thatis set forth in the notice.
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(4) REIMBURSEMENTS UPON ESTABLISHING TITLE BY ADVERSE  shallbe one year from the date of the certificate. The county may
POSSESSION.Any person who establishes title by adverse pessés any case involving theght of redemption or interest of any
sionas provided in 893.25to property whose title would have minor or person adjudged mentally incompetent, after a tax deed
beenor wastransferred under this chapter shall reimburse tlasbeen issued under this chapfereclose the right of redemp
countyfor the actual costs of any survey of the property obtain&dn or interest of the minor or person adjudged mentally incempe
undersub.(2) and shall reimburse any former title holdersdioy  tent. In such an action the minor or person adjudged mentally
amountof real estate taxes paid by the title holders on the proparigompetentmust appear by guardian ad litem, and the general
for any part of the 5 years precedihg date of entry of the juelg guardian if the persorhas one, shall be joined as a party defend
mentthat establishes title by adverse possession. ant. All the laws and rules of practice relating to the foreclosure

History: 1985 a. 2471987 a. 378 of mortgages, as to the persons necessary and proper to be made
) L . parties pleading.evidence, the judgment of foreclosure and sale,
75.145 Correction of description by —action. Any tax the right of thecountyto be subrogated to the benefits of all liens
deedissued by a county containing an incomplete, indefinite ghonthe premises necessarily satisfied by the county in order to
incorrectreal estate description, and which description followsaye the lien of theertificate the right of the defendants or any
thatset forth inthe tax certificate upon which such tax deed issuegk them to redeem the premises at any time before sale and costs
may be corrected in an action brought in the circuit court in thgyd disbursements, including the necessary expenses for an
samemanner as actions for theformation of instruments. Suchapstracif title, shall, so far as they are applicable, prevail in such
deedso corrected shall be valid as of the date of the first ISSU&ctions. When costs are allowed to the Coum costs, exclusive
History: 1987 a. 378 of disbursements, shall be discretionary with the court but shall
not exceed the amount of the certificates at issue in the action, and
the costs when allowed shall be additional lien upon the prep
Brty described in the certificates. The defendant, rimegil cases
therein,and shall be substantially in the followiagother equiva Sithin the time limited by law for answering the complaint, exe
Ientforr'n' cute and deliverto the county a quitclaim deed of the lands
: . describedn the complaintconveying all the right, title and inter
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: estof the defendant at the time of the commencement of the suit

Whereas,..., treasurer of the county of ..., has deposited in tbemay within such time, either after having delivered the deed or
office of the county clerk of the county of ..., in the state &-W without delivery answer disclaiming any title to the landgjires
consin,a tax certificate of said countyhereby it appears, as thetion at the time of the commencement of the suit, in eithehath
factis, that the following described piece (or pieces) or parcel (@dises the county shall not recover costs againstefepdantvho
parcels)of land lying and being situated in the county of ...., to wigjuitclaimsor who shall establish the disclaimer at the trial. The
(Heredescribe théands) was (or were) included in the tax certifisale in such actions shall be conducted, certificates neadke
cate issued to the county of .... on August 15, 19.., for the nonpfied, the report made and confirmed and a deed executed and
mentof real propertytaxes, special assessments, speciabelsar deliveredin the same manner and with 8ame déct as in actions
or special taxes, in the amount of .... dollars and .... cents, in fbeforeclosure of mortgages.
whole, which sum was the amount assessed and due and unpaiiory: 1977 c. 83174 203 272 1981 c. 3221987 a. 3781989 a. 347
on said tract (or several tracts) of land, and whereas it further ) o
appearsas the fact is, that the owner (or owners) or claimant (6p.195 Extended time for beginning tax foreclosure.
claimants)of said land has (or have) not redeemed from said c€}) In this section:
tificate the lands which were included as aforesaid, and said landga) “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or 2
continueto remain unredeemed, whereby said describeds dwelling units and any land included with that building in the
havebecome forfeited and the said county is entitted convey sameentry on the tax roll.
ancethereof: (b) “Dwelling unit” means atructure or that part of a structure

Now, therefore know all by these presents that the county afsedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person or by
....,in said state, and the state ais@bnsin, in conformity to law 2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the exclu
havegiven and hereby do give, grant and convey the tract (er seionof all others.
eral tracts) of land above described, together with the heredita (2) The council of any city authorized to proceed under s.
mentsand appurtenance®, the said county of .... and its assignsz4.87may by ordinance direct its treasured@ger the foreclosure
to their sole use and benefit forever of tax certificates held by the city on dwellings. Tdreinance

In testimonywhereof, |, ...., the clerk of the county of ...., havehalldesignate the period of time that the foreclosure ofeatifi-
executed this deed pursuant to and in virtue of the authority in aaes shall be deferred after the period provided hy Tée defer
vestedby the statutes of the state ofsdbnsin, and for and on ral period may noexceed 2 years. The deferral shall apply to
behalfof said state and the county of .... aforesaid, and have héh®sedelinquent taxes and assessments incuvieie the dwel
unto subscribed my namefidfially and afixed the seal of the said ing was owned and occupied by the person who owns and occu
....(name it), at .... in said county of ...., this .... day of ...., 19..piesthe building at the beginning of the deferral period. If the

L. S] ownerceases to occupy the dwelling during the deferral period,

A B, thecity treasurer shall foreclose the tax certificate on the dwelling
Here give dficial designation.) assoon as practicable. A cigdopting an ordinance under this
. ( 9 9 7 sectionmay require the dwelling owner to submit proof that the
Done in presence of owneris eligible for a deferral under this section.
History: 1981 c. 3221987 a. 378

75.16 Deed, by whom executed; form.  All deeds of lands
givenunder s75.14shall be executed by the county clerk in th
nameof the state of \igconsinand of the county as the grantor

History: 1975 c. 945.91 (8) 1987 a. 378 75.20 Limitations on certificates and issue of deeds;

life of tax certificate liens. (1) TAX CERTIFICATES;WHEN VOID.
75.19 Foreclosure of certificate. A county holding a tax Tax certificates_ shaII_ be void afteft_years followingDecember
certificate,instead of taking a tax deed, may foreclose the certifil of the year in which such certificates were dated.
cateby action as in a case ofreortgage on real estate at any time (2) COUNTY TREASURERTO CANCEL ALL OUTLAWED TAXES. NO
after2 years from the date of the certificate, except that when cadtedshall be issued or action commencechay tax certificate
incurredby any city or village for razing, removing and restorawhatever after it shall have become void by virtu¢hefstatute
tion of the siteto a dust-free and erosion—free condition aref limitations provided in this section. The interest in the land rep
includedin the amount due for taxes, the period of redemptisasented by such certificate shall terminate upon the last date upon
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which a deed could have been issued thereon, or an action calidect the same to be assessed in the aszessment of county
havebeen commenced thereomd summons and complaint wagaxes, with interest thereon at the same rate that would have
servedand filed prior to such datéhe county treasurer shall ean appliedhad the tax been collectbééfore the tax certificate was
cel all tax certificates which haugecome void by limitation and issued,or theland been redeemed from the time when such tax
shallmake an entrin the treasurés record of unredeemed prop wasdue and payable to the end of the tax levy year in which such
erty subject to a tax certificate evidencing such cancellation. taxwill be placed on the tax roll as a reassessment; armbtimgy

(3) CERTIFICATION OF CANCELLATION TO LOCAL TREASURER. clerk, in the clerks next ap_portionment of count_y taxes_,, shaI_I
Wheneverthe county treasurer shall cancel a tax certificate whighargethe same as a special tax to the town, city or village in
hasbecome void by virtue of argtatutes of limitation the county which such lands are situated, specifying the particular tract of
treasurershall within 30 days thereafter in writing certifuch ~ land upon which the same are to be assessed and the amount
cancellatiorto the proper town, city or village treasurer who shafihargeableo each parcel and the year when the original tax was
makeentry thereofn his or her records. Such cancellation neegssessedind certify thesame to the clerk of the proper town, city

not be so certified itases where the county has settled in full withr village; and the clerk receiving such certificate shall enter the
the town, city or village. sameon the tax roll accordinglyThe lien of any tax reassessed
(4) STAY BY INJUNCTION NOT PART OF LIMITATION. Whenthe @S provided in this section shall attach to the land as of the date

issuingof a deed on a tax certificate or certificates or the-corfyn€n such tax as originally levied becamigea and shall con
mencemenbf an action thereon shall be staysdnjunction, the tinue and constitute the lien of any tax certificate issued upon such

time of the continuance of such injunction shail not be a part of ff@ldsfor such reassessed tax. Such lien shall be superior to the
time hereinabove limited in this section as the lif@adéx certifi 1€N Of any tax certificate issued upon such land dated after the date

cate. of the lien of such reassessed tax but prior to the date of the-tax cer
History: 1975 c. 1981981 c. 39s.252 1983 a. 1891987 a. 378 tificate issued upon such land for such reassessed tax.

. . . . (2) Whenevetthe county board cancels a defective or void tax
75.22 Validity; immaterial errors.  If after the issuance @f certificateor tax deed and such lands cannot be justly taxed for the
tax certificate or conveyance tioe county of any lands subject toitem in question, the county cleghall chage the respective town,
ataxcertificate and within the time hereinafter prescribed it shaity or village wherein such lands are situated in the clewdxt
be discovered that the certificate was invalid, the county boag@portionmenbf county taxes with the amount of the refund, if
shallmake an ordebriefly stating the reason thergfdirecting any, occasioned by thevalidity of such tax certificate or tax

thatthe certificate, as it applies to thefedted lands, or deed bedeed. That chage shallbe in the amount of the tax without inter
canceled. But no certificateor conveyance shall be deemecst.

invalid within the meaning of this section by reason of miistake  History: 1987 a. 378

or irregularity in anyof the tax proceedings notfefting the

groundworkof the tax; nor shall any county be liable to pay or5.26 Limitation. (1) GRANTEEIN DEED. No action shall be
refundany moneys by reason of any such mistake or irregularityaintainedoy the grantee or any one claiming under the grantee

History: 1987 a. 378 to recover the possession of any land or any interest therein which
o shall have been conveyed by defed the nonpayment of taxes
75.23 Canceled deeds, certificates of county clerk. unlesssuch action shall be brought within thigears next after

Whenevetthe county boardhall order the cancellation of any taxhe qateof the execution of such deed: or if such land demanded
deed,the county clerk shall furnish to the owner of the landg, g be, when so conveyedacant and unoccupied and so
describedn such deed, upon requéiserefor a certificate in Wit ramain unless such actidoe brought within three years next after
ing, executed under thelerk's hand and @itial seal, stating the e gate of the recording of such deed, or untessh grantee or

fact of such cancellation, the date thereof, description of the hoseclaiming under the grantee shall have been in actual, not
landsas to which such deed is canceled, the date of such deed¢firyctive possession of the land so demanded for three succes
dateof the issuance of the tax certificagon which such deed is jye years during the five years next after the recording of such
basedand the reason for such cancellation. Such certificate Mayad:provided, howevetthat if the former owner takes posses

be recorded in the @te of the register of deeds of theunty  gjon of any such land at any time witrtree months of the expira
wherethe lands therein described are located, and ®mird ion of three years from the date of the execution of such deed, then
shallbe prima facie evidence of the facts therein statetof the  5n4in such case the grantee in such tax deed or those claiming

cancellationof the tax deed thereimentioned as to the |and3underthe grantee may bring and maintamaction to recover pos

thereindescribed. sessiorof said land at any time within three months next after the
History: 1987 a. 378 expirationof said three years.
75.24 Limitation, claims under illegal deed or certifi - (2) Tax DEED vOID, WHEN. Whenever the original owneor

cate. Every action brought or claim presented against any coug#jy one claiming under the original ownef lands whicthave

for the recovery ofiny sum of money on account of any defectiveéenconveyedby deed for the nonpayment of taxes, shall-con
or void tax certificate or tax deed made or issbgdany such tinueto pay the taxes upon such lands, and shall pay the taxes
countyshall be commenced or presented dutfiegife of such tax assessedgainst said lands continuously for fiyears next after
certificateson which such deed wissued in accordance with thethe execution of such tax deed, without actual notice of the exis
limitations as provided in s75.2Q and whenevean action relat tenceof such tax deed, said tax deed shall be void and ofewt.ef

ing to the validity of a tax certificate or tax deglthll have been  History: 1991 a. 316

commencedvithin the time above limited aral final judgment s .

shallnot be rendered in such action until after the expiratioheof /9-27 _Limitation on former owner . No action shall be
time so limited, in such case an action may be commenced@gintainedby the former owner or any person claiming under the

claim presented on account of such certificate or deed within of@émerowner to recover the possession of any land or any interest
yearafter final judgment declaring the same void. thereinwhich shall have been conveyed by deed for the nenpay

History: 1987 a. 378 mentof taxes or to avoid such deed against any person claiming
undersuch deed unless such action shall be brought witpéai
75.25 Lien of reassessed tax. (1) If the county board, on nextafter the recording of such deed. Whenever any such action
making an order directing the refunding of moneyacnountof shall be commenced upon any tax deed heretofore or hereafter
the invalidity of anytax certificate or tax deed, shall be satisfiedssuedafter the expiration of 3 years from the date of the recording
thatthe lands described such certificate or deed were justly-tax of such deed, such deed, if executed substantiatheiform pre
ablefor such tax or some portion thereof, it shall fix the amoustribedby law for the execution of tax deeds, shall be conclusive
of such tax justly chgeable thereon on each parcel thereof, amVidenceof the existence and legality of all proceedings from and
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including the assessment of the property for taxatiprto and 75.29 Actions of ejectment, when barred.  No actionto
including the execution of such deed. quiettitle, removea cloud on title, to cancel, annul or set aside any
History: 1991 a. 316 tax deed, nor of ejectment, trespass, waste or for other injury to
o S o land shall be brought as to lands purporting to be conveyed by tax
75.28 Application of all limitations. (1) The limitation for deedvoid on its face after the expiration of three years from the
bringing actions as provided in 85.27or any other limitatiomn  time of the recording of such deed. Provided, thafithigation
favor of a tax deed or a tax certificate, except in case of actual pRgreindeclared shall not apply unless the original owner or those
sessiorfounded on a tax deed, shall not apply where the téotes, claiming under the original owner shall have failed to pay or
the nonpayment of which the land was included in aceificate  redeemall the taxes levied upon such lands from the timthef
andthe tax deed executed, were paid proothe inclusion of the |eyy of the taxfor the nonpayment of which the tax deed was
landin the tax certificate, or where the land was redeemed as Q&R edto the time of the recording of the tax deed, nor unless the
videdby law or wheréhe land was not liable to taxation; nor shalyranteein the tax deed or those claiming under the grantee in the
such limitation apply where a single tax deed dwlg been issued (5 deed shall have paid or redeemedraitaxes levied upon such

andthe original owner has, before the issuance of such tax degflqsfor three successive years next after such recording.
paidall taxes levied against the land for the 3 years ensuing aft@lisiory: 1991 a. 316

the year for which the land was returned delinquent and sold,

exceptas herein provided. 75.30 Action by original owner where deed void, when

(2) Thetax deed grantee or the assigns of the tax deed grarigaered. No action shall be brought by the original owner for the
may, at any time after the tax deed is issued and recorded, sesmveryof lands purporting to be conveyed for the nonpayment
anotice on the owner of record of the original title, stating that hef, taxes by a deed void on its face after the expiration of five years
sheor they hold a tax deed dime land of such original owner andfrom the date of the recording tife tax deed, in cases where the
giving a description of the land so deeded and a reference to gtanteen the tax deed shall have taken actual possession of such
volumeand page whersuch deed is recorded, which notice shaland within two years after such recording and shall have actually
beserved in the same manner as a summons in a court of reegidicontinuously maintained such possession to the end of such
or by registered mail, addressed to such owner of record and pigsfiod of five years.
of which service shall be filed ithe ofice of the county clerk of

the county in whichthe lands are situated. If the postic® 7531 “pPossession” defined. What shall constitute gos
addresof the owner of record of thiginal title is unknown, the sessiorof lands within the meaning of $5.26t0 75.30and the

tax deed grantee, or the assigns of the tax deed granteeipbay extentof such possession shall be governed by the rules pre
filing in the ofice of such county clerk anfafavit that he, she or g¢ripedfor determining an adverse possessior [pgrson claim

theyare unable, with due diligence, to malersonal service of g title founded upon a written instrument.
suchnotice or to ascertain the postfiod address of such former

owner,publish such notice as a class 3 notirgler ch985, in the
county where theland described in the tax deed is located al

proof of such publication shall be filed in theiog of such county e iable to taxation, but when a tax deed shall be issued to the

clerk. _ _ _ _ county such property shall thereafter be exempt from taxation
(3) If such notice be served afiied or such notice published ntj| the same is sold by tleunty The county clerk shall anau

and proof of publication filed thirty days or more before the-expijly, before February 1, furnish to the assessors of each town a list

ration of three years from the date of recording the tax deed, {¥the lands in such town exempt under this section. Nothing in

limitation provided by s75.27shall apply If such noticés not thjs section shall be so construed as to apply to lands owned by
soserved and filed, or published and proof filed, the limitatiogyinors or persons adjudged mentally incompetent.

providedby said s75.27shall be extended until the expiration of istory: 1977 ¢. 205.1647 (6) 1977 ¢. 83203 1987 a. 378

thirty days from and after the day such notice is served and filed

or pUbllShed and prOOf filed. In any action brougjmthe original 75.35 Sale of tax—deeded lands; purchase of adjacent
ownerto set aside sudax deed after the service or publicationands. (1) DerINITION. In this section “tax—-deeded lands”
andfiling of the notice aforesaid, the original ownier case the meanslands which have been acquired by a couthtpugh
original owner prevails, shall as a condition of relief pay to the tahforcementof the collection of delinquent taxes by tdeed,

deedclaimant thesum of five dollars for each description and thesreclosureof tax certificate, deed in lieu of tax deed, action in rem
costsof serving or publishing the aforesaid notice, in addit®n nders.75.5210r other means.

all other costs and ctgas now provided for by lawThe provi

sionsof law regulating costs and chas for the servicef a sum

monsin a court of record shadpply to and govern the amount tha;

may be chaged for the service or publication of such notice.
History: 1987 a. 3781991 a. 316

75.32 Taxation and sale of lands held by counties.  Real
opertyupon which the county holds a tax certificate shall con

(2) POWEROFCOUNTY TO SELL TAX-DEEDEDLANDS. (a) Except

s provided in $/5.69 any county shall have the power to sell and

onveyits tax-deeded lands in such manner @poh such terms
asthe county board may by ordinance or resolutietermine,
including without restriction because of enumeration, sale by land
75.285 Action; condition precedent.  No action orpro- contract,or by quitclaim or warranty deed with mortgage from
ceedingshall be maintained by the former owner or any persdfndeeto secure any unpaid balance of the purchase price. Such
claiming under the former ownebased upon the invalidity of anyMortgagemay be foreclosed in theame manner as any other
tax certificate or tax deed due to the failure of the county treasufprtgage. The title to landsconveyed by land contract shall
to give notice under 4.59 unless there is deposited with thd€mainin the county until fully paid for and in the eventiaffault
clerk of circuit court, at the time the action is commenced undéSuchpayment the county may foreclose the land contract with
5.801.02 an amount of money equal to either the full amount §PStsand reasonable attorney fees. When $arti contract runs
all delinquent taxes currently outstanding against the pafcelto @ person or private corporatighe lands therein conveyed shall
propertywhich is the subject of the action, plus interest and pele placed on the taroll and be subject to taxation the same as
alty under s74.47 or if the county has taken a tax deed, the fulhoughabsolute titlethereto was vested in the purchaser under
amountpayable under ¥5.36 (3) (a)and(b). The deposited suchland contract. Such purchaser shall be liable to pay all taxes
funds shall be held byhe clerk of circuit court and paid out as2gainstsuch land and in the eventfaflure to make such payment

directedby the judgment in the action or proceeding. the county may pay the same and add the sum so paid to the
History: 1981 c. 3901987 a. 378 amountdue on the land contract.
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(c) Any conveyance by land contract or deed or satisfactiona$sessmentnd special chges towhich the property is subject,
mortgageshall be executed by the county clerk under the alerkhcluding interest imposed under7el.47, orif the county settles
handand the seal of the county in full with the taxing jurisdiction for special assessments, as

(d) The county board may delegate its power to manage &tffinedin s.75.36 (1) to which the property is subject. Such ordi
selltax-deeded lands to a committee constitafeslich person Nnanceshall not apply to tax-deeded lands which haeen
neland in such manner and compensated at such rate as the ¢ vedfor or dedicated to a public use by the county subse
boardmay by ordinance determine, provided that the compen&§&i€ntto its acquisition thereof.
tion and mileage of county boandembers serving on such com  (4) PURCHASE OF ADJACENT LANDS. A county may purchase
mittee shall be limited and restricted as provided i6%13(2), landsadjacent to tax—deeded lands in cases where the county
or the county board may delegate the power of acquisition; mdiwarddetermines that such purchase will improve the salability of
agementand sale of tax—-deeded lands or any part of such poweichtax-deeded lands avill create access to streets or highways
to such oficer and departmentsf the county as the county boardor lands lacking such access.
may by ordinance determine. Such ordinance shall prescribe thg7) LiasiLiTy PRECLUDED. Absent fraud, no county is liable for
policy to be followed in the acquisition, managementsaldof  actsor omissions associated with the sale of property under this
tax—deededand and shall prescribe generally the powers amréction.
dutiesof such committee, ti€ers, departments, employes and History: 1987 a. 27378 1989 a. 1041993 a. 1841995 a. 201
agens. The county board is authorized to engage liensed regfioes meice See 23952 Clor pover o coby o e counoere
estatebrokers and salespersons to assist in selling suchaadds p 1ay deed or otherwise. Y Y county a
pay a commission for such service and to advertise such sale ibrdinanceunder (3) allowed mortgagor to reacquire foreclosed property free of
suchmanner as it deems propérhe county board may appropri mortgagdien. Bank of Commerce Waukesha County39 W (2d) 715, 279 NW (2d)
atesuch sums of money as may be necessary to carry out the provi

sionsof this section. N . 75.36 County acquisition and sale of  property .

(e) Any county actingeither by its board or by delegateagal) DEFINITION.  In this section ‘special assessments” means
authority as provided in this section may sell and convey ta{pyajidinstalments of speciassessments which were levied on
deededands tathe former owner or owners thereof and such cofpy) property prior to the date that the county acquirecréiaé
veyan_c&hall not operate to revive any tax certificate _Ilen or afyonerty by taking of a tax deed under this chaptéSpecial
otherlien whatsoever which was cut @ind rendered void by the 35sessmentsincludes amounts delinquent when the property
tax deed, foreclosure of tax certificate, deed in bédax deed, pecamesubject to a tax certificate, instalments which became
actionin rem under s75.521or other means byhich the county gejinquentduring thetime the property is subject to a tax certifi
acquiredtitle to such land, nor shall it revive the lien of any takateand all instalments payabédter the date the county takes a
certificate or tax dated subsequently to the date on which thg: geed under this chapter*Special assessments” does not
countyacquired its title. The enactment istatute law of the pro  include unpaidamounts of special assessments deferred under s.

visionsof this paragraph shall not be deemed an expression-of Igg 605 unless the taxing jurisdiction has acted und@6s505
islative intent that the prior common laef this state was other (2),

wisethan as .hereln provided. o _ (2) ACQUISITION OF PROPERTYBY COUNTY, EFFECTON LIABILI -

(f) If specialassessments, as defined %36 (1) levied on s " (a) If property is acquired by a county taking a tax deed
thetax—deeded land have not been settled in full undet.89or  ynderthis chapterthe county is not required to pay any special
otherwisepaid to the taxing jurisdiction th&vied the special chargesor special assessments until the property is sold by the
assessmentthe taxing jurisdiction may purchase tag-deeded county. In the case of lands designated as forest croplands er man
land by notifying the county of its intent to do so at any time withigged forest lands, the county is not required to pay any taxes under
oneyear after the period of redemption has expired but prior to t§€77.04 77.07or 77.87until the forest crop is cut. The lieoé
dateupon which the tax-deeded land is sold to another persont¥tax certificate and of all general property taxes, special assess
the county The amount for which the tax—-deeded land may hftents,special chajesand special taxes levied against the prop
purchasedashall be the sum of the following: erty shall mege in the countg title.

1. All expenses incurred by the county to obtain marketable (b) If the county did not settle for unpaid special assessments
title to the propertyexcept that the time of county employesl  or special chages under §74.29 the county treasurer shall notify
officersmay not be included in those expenses. The county maytaxing jurisdictions that the county hasquired the property
establisha reasonable estimate of the average cost to obtain mgiderthis chapter Each taxing jurisdiction shall certify to the
ketabletitle to property which it may use instead of determiningounty treasurer the unpaid special assessments and special
the actual costs for any parcel sold by the caunty chargego which the property is subject.

2. All amounts ofunpaid general property taxes, special (c) If the countys title to the lands taken by tax deed is
assessmentspecial chages and special taxes levied against thgdjudgedo be void, the county shall reinstate any canceled taxes
propertysold, including interest and penalties imposed usderandany liens previously mged under pata).
74.47previously paid to taxing jurisdictions by the county (2m) NoTice;PROCEEDS. Upon acquisition of a tax deed under

3. Any withdrawal tax due under&7.84 (3) (b) this chapter if sub(4) applies, the county treasurer shall notify the

4. Any unpaid speciahssessments or special gem that formerowner by registered mail sent to the former owsenait
were not levied by the taxing jurisdiction purchasing the taxing address on the tax bill, that the former owner magrtiitled
deededand. The county shall pay any amounts receiveder to a share of the proceeds of a futsate. If the former owner does
this subdivision to the taxing jurisdiction which levied the specialot request, in writing, payment within 60 days afeeeipt of that
assessmentr special chae. notice,the former owner forfeits all claim to those proceeithe

(3) PREFERENCETO FORMER OWNER TO REPURCHASE. The formerowner timely requests payment, the county shall send to
countyboard mayat its option, by ordinance provide that in théheformer owner the proceeds identifiedsirb.(3) (c) minus any
saleof tax-deeded lands, the former owner who losohleer tile  d€linquentiaxes, interest and penalties owed by the former owner
throughdelinguent tax collection enforcement procedure, or Hig € county in regard tother property and minus the greater of
or her heirs, may be given such preference in the right to purch{tgfollowing amounts: .
suchlands as such ordinance shall provide. Such ordinance may@) Five hundred dollars plus 5086 the amount obtained by
providethat such sale be exempt from amgall provisions of s. Subtracting$500 from the proceeds identified in s(&). (c).
75.69if the net proceeds from the sale to fhemer owner as (b) The actual costs of the sale as specified undel(3uta)
determinedunder s75.36 (3)will be suficient to pay all special plus2% of the sale price plus all amounts disbursed undﬂf&wb.
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(b) and plus the amount of property taxes that would have besher or different liability to pay or account in respect to such
owedon the property for the year during which the sale occursdélinquenttaxes, then sudiocal municipality will reimburse the
the county had not acquired the property county for such excess liability and indemnify it against any loss

(3) DISTRIBUTION OF PROCEEDSOFSALE. If a county sells prop Or damage that the county may sustain by reason of gutiRg

erty that was acquired by taking of a tax deed under this chapf#fantto such agreement; provided, that the, dityn orvillage
the county treasurer shall do all of the following: enteringinto such agreement may make payment, settlement or

(a) Determine the net proceeds from the sale of the propeg:gfnpromismf special assessment bonds to preclude or relieve the
by subtracting from the sale price all of the following: countyfrom being subjected to liability thereon.

1. All expenses incurred by the county to obtain marketable (3) SALE UNDER AGREEMENT. In the event of such agreement
title to the propertyexcept that the time of county employes the county may sell any of the land to which it takeesdeed pur
officers may not be included in those expenses. The cauaty suant theretq, and that the title conveyed by the county upon such
establisha reasonable estimate of the average cost to obtain nﬁ?rl_eSha”_ be in fee simple and free and clear from all tax liens or
ketabletitle to property which it may use instead of determiningl@imsarising out of delinquent special assessments, delinquent
the actual costs for any parcel sold by the caunty eneraltaxes, orboth, except delinquent special assessments,

. linquentor unpaid generaaxes, or both, returned to the county
2. The amount of real estate agent or broker fees paid for ersuch sale by the countuch agreememay provide that

ling the property . _qtre county maysell any land, to which it has taken tax deed there
3. All amounts ofunpaid general property taxes, speciginger,at private or public sale. The county or the loghicipat

assessmentspecial chages and special taxes levied against the, iy which the land is situated may purchase $acti when sold

propertysold, including interest and penalties imposed usderby the county pursuant to such agreement.

74.47previously paid to taxing jurisdictions by the county (4) AppLicaBILITY. This section shalbe controlling and

_(b) From the net proceeds of the saléhe propertyas deter ,herativein respect to delinquetdxes authorized by the proper
mined under par(a), first pay any withdrawal tax due under sgqyerning body to be imposed against lands, whether heretofore
77.84(3) (b)and then pay to taxing jurisdictions all speeissess o hereafter returned delinquent, and the provisions hereof shall
mentsand special chges to which the property is subjeoCiud- - pe gppicable to such taxes, excelmat it does not repeal any of

ing interest and any penalties imposed und@nsi7 If thenet e provisions of the general statutes ndeetfthe applicability
proceedsare not sdicient to payall outstanding amounts due, thgareofto situations not covered herein.

net proceeds shalbe prorated to each taxing jurisdiction based sty 1987 a. 378

uponthe ratio that the amount of all special assessments and spe

cial chages due that taxing jurisdiction bears to the amoualiof 75 37 \waste on land subjectto a tax certificate. (1) It
specialassessments and special gearlevied against ti#op-  shallbe unlawful for any person or corporation to cut, destroy
erty sold, includinginterest and any penalties imposed under gamoveany logs, wood or timber or any buildings, fixtures and
74.47. Amounts payable under this paragraphll be paid to the other improvementsassessed as real property from any land
taxing jurisdiction within 15 days after the last day of thenth jycludedin a taxcertificate for the nonpayment of taxes while

in which sale proceeds become available to the county  sychtaxes remain unpaid; and if any person shall cut, destroy or
(c) Distribute any remaining net proceeds that are subjectrimovethe same from such lands during the time aforesaid the
sub.(4). county treasurer of the county in which sukemds are situated

(4) HomEesTEAD PROCEEDS. If the former owner had used theshall issue a warrant under the treaslgdrand and seal to the
propertysold as the former owrisrhomestead at any time duringsheriff, giving therein a description of such lands, the amount of
the 5 years preceding the courstgicquisition of itinder this chap such taxes, with interest and clgms thereon then remaining
ter, the county shall distribute the remaindettaf sale proceeds unpaidand the years for which the saare unpaid, commanding
to that former owner suchsherif forthwith to seize such logs, wood, timpbuildings,

History: 1987 a. 378s.120, 122 1989 a. 104 fixtures and improvements, or materials salvaged therefrom,

whereverthe same may be found and to sell the same offia suf

75.365 Agreements as to delinquent taxes. (1) Coun- cientamount thereof to satisfy such taxes, with the intexedt
TIES MAY ENTER. Written agreements may be entereib and be chargeshereon and the costs of such seizure and sale.
operativebetween @ounty and any town, cityillage, metropoli  (2) The sherif shall receivesuch warrant and execute the
tansewerage district or area, drainafigtrict, or any other teHi sameas therein directed, as in case of levy and sale on execution,
tory, area or district for the benefit of which any taxes may be leyng make return thereof with his or her doings thereoth&o
ied, therein, upon prior authorizati@nd approval thereof by the countytreasurer within 60 days after the receipthef same and
governing bodies theregfyovidingfor the disposition of liabii 4y over all money collected thereon to such treasurer
tiesof the county to such municipality upon or arising out of the yisiory: 1987 a. 378
returnto said county of delinquent taxes; the disposition oféax
tificatesof which the COUnty may be the hOldemVner; the lia 75.375 Waste on lands Subject to a tax certificate; pen -
bilities of the county arising by virtue of its acquiring such tax cegity.  Any person who shall wilfullymaliciously orwantonly
t|flcates,andthe d|SpOS|t|0n of such ||ab|||t|es; the tak|ng of ta)snjure, destroy or commit waste upon any |andsy tenementsl or
deedsby the county; the liabilities of the county arising out of thgnythingappertaining thereto which has been included in a tax
tak|ng Of SUCh tax deeds and the dlSpOSItlon Of SUCh |IabI|ItIeS; tbgrtiﬁcatefor the nonpayment of taxes whiech taxes remain

saleof the lands upon which such tax deeds aralsen, or both; ynpaidmay be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned not more
andthe determination and dispositionaify and all liabilities of than90 days or both.

the county in respect to any of the foregoing. History: 1987 a. 378

(2) LiABILITY OF COUNTY LIMITED. Such agreements may
include provisions that the county upon acting pursuant to suéh.39 Action to bar former owner . A county as thegrantee
agreemenand the provisions thereshall not be accountable ornamedin any deed made by a county cleskich conveys lands
liable for any amount greater than that realized by it upon the saléjectto a tax certificate which hast been redeemed maat
of said lands to which it takes tdreed thereunder or the amountsiny time within 3 years after tlaate of such conveyance, com
setforth in said agreement, and that in acting pursuant to sutlencean action againghe person or persons owning the lands
agreementhe county shall not incur twe subjected to any liabil describedn such conveyance at the time the lands were included
ity to anyone except as therein set forth and that if such couirtythe tax certificate upon which such conveyance was made, or
shouldby reason of acting thereunder incur or be subjected to amy parcel thereof or interest therein, or against any person-or per

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.36(3)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/74.47
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.36(3)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/77.84(3)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/74.47
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/74.47
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.36(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/378
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/378,%20s.%20120
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/378,%20s.%20122
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/104
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/378
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/378
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/378

75.39 TAX SALES Updated 95-96Wis. Stats. Database 10

sonsclaiming under such owner or owners, for the purpose of bar (2) Thedefendantmay, in all cases within the time limited by
ring such former owner or owners and those claiming under théam for answering the complaint, execute and delivghe county
of all right, title, interest or claim in such lands. aquitclaimdeed of the lands described in the complaint, convey
History: 1987 a. 378 ing all the right, title and interest of such defendant at the time of
the commencement of the suit; oray within such time, either
75.40 Action, where and how brought.  Such action must afterhaving delivered such deed or without such delivangwer
be brought in the circuit court of the county in which the lands disclaimingany title to the land in question at the time of the-com
someparcel ofthem, the title of which is sought to be barred byhencemenof the suitin either of which cases the county shall not
suchaction, are situated. The courag plaintif in such action, recovercosts personally against any sud#fendant who quit
may include in its complaint all the lands describeduch con claimsas aforesaid or who shall establikch disclaimer upon
veyance,or any separate parcel, or as many separate parchtstrial of such action. In no case shall costs be taseapersonal
thereofas it sees fit. The county shall make defendants of all pefaim against any defendant for attorney fees in excess of $25.
sonswho were the former owners of the several parcels of landistory: 1979 c. 10s.60 (13) 1987 a. 378

includedin the complaint or those claiming under them or cJaim7 . . .
ing any interest therein. 5.43 Election to receive deposit; costs. The county
History: 1987 a. 378 may, at any time within 20 days after receiving an answer showing

thata deposit has been made by any defendant or defendants as
75.41 Complaint. The complaint in such action shall containProvidedin s.75.42 give notice to suchefendant or defendants
adescription of all the lands the title to which is sought to be barfétit elects to receive such deposit and thaillf at a time speei
by such action; a statement that the county clditfesto such fied in such notice, apply to the cleok the circuit court, circuit
landsunder a deed made by the county clerk andpy of such judge or a court commissioner to adjust the costs and disburse
deed:the name or names of the former owmeowners of the sey Mentswhich said defendant or defendaatght to payand that
eraltracts of land described therein or the names of the persgR@nthe payment of the costs and disbursements so adjudged the
claiming under such owner or owners, specifying gersons countywill release to such defendant or defendants all right, title

claiming each separate parcel thereof; and the amount of ak defifid claim which it has to the parcel or parcels of land on account
guenttaxes at the time the deed was issued. of which such deposit is made by virtue of any deed made for the

History: 1987 a. 378 nonpaymenbf taxes; and unless such costs are paid within 20
daysafterthe same shall have been so adjusted the clerk of the

75.42 Defense, answer. (1) The defendants in such actioncourtshall, upon presentation ah afidavit showing the nonpay
may answer severallyor such of them as are jointly interested ifinentthereof, enter judgmettterefor in favor of the county and
any separate parcel or parcels of land described in the compl@gginstthe defendant, which shall be enforced as otheney
may answer jointlyeither to the whole complaint or to any sededgmemS-

ratecause of action stated therein, that the adtiereon was not ~ History: 1987 a. 378

commencedwithin the time limited by s75.39 that the lands 75.44 Release. On the payment of the costs by such defendant

describedn such complaint or some partparts thereof to which - jetendanter the collection thereof the county shall execute a

the defendantr defendants so answering claim title or some-intelg|aasdo said defendant or defendants of all sught, title, inter

he same, andieliver it to the said defendant or defendants; and

4 ; Ffereuporsaid action shall be discontinued as to the said parcel or
for the nonpayment of which said lands purport to have be QrceISOf land so released. P

includedin a tax certificate was in fact paid before the land wasSisiory. 1987 a, 378

includedin the certificate; or that the land was redeemegras

vided by law; or that the deed, a copy of which is set forthén 75.45 Deed as evidence. In any actiormaintained under the
complaint,was never executed by thdicér whosename is sub  provisionsof this chapter the production of a deed, a copy of
scribedthereto;or that the lands described in the complaint arhich is set forth in the complaint substantially in the form pre
some part thereof were improved, occupied or cultivated ascribedby law or a certified copy of the record thereof, shall be
describedn s.75.12(1), and that no notice was served upon theresumptiveevidence of arabsolute title in fee simple in the
defendanir owner or occupangs required by §5.12 and no county,as the grantee therein named orasigns in and to the
otherdefense to such action shall be set up by any defendantamd therein described.

defendantainless the defendant or defendants settnthe same  History: 1987 a. 378

shall,at the time of filing the answetteposit with the clerk of the
court in which such action is pending, for the use of the county

plaintiff in such action, the amount of aklinquent taxes, plus X : ; X
interestand penaltydue on the parcel or parcels of land as gourtshall otherwise direct or unless a party to an is$tact in

which they defend, at the time the deed was issued, together Vitfly suchaction shall demand a trial by juiip which case such
interest thereon at the rate of 8% per year from the date of the'&é&'ey‘au be tried by jurgs other issues of fact; and on the trial
certificateupon which such deed was issued; and shall state in fi&V€"Y f’)‘ljc? actlto_n e;ﬁ?’ (lnlefgncéant S.Bag betﬁleemed t%have a
answerthe fact that suceposit has been made, and the amou _etf_ma e ert'ets '”h? a e alr_l fS e_sgrl € Itn' e Co'ﬁt‘m nst
thereof,and that such defendant is ready to pay such portion of gintin respect to whicany reliet or jJuagment Is sought agains

costs and disbursements in the action as shall be adjudged jusls%ﬁggrefegc;?r;t,al;gless it be otherwise alleged therein.
reasonablein case theounty shall elect to receive such deposit v '

andrelease to said defendant or defendants the parpelrcels 7547 Separate trials. The trial of any issuef fact or of law

of land on account of which such deposit is made; andlei®nd  in such action joined witany defendant or defendants claiming
antor defendants making the deposit arféroaforesaid maget title to and defending as #ny separate parcel or parcels of land
upin their answer any other mattef defense which will avoid shallbe had separatend a separate judgment may be rendered
suchdeed; but n@answer merely alleging the defendartifle, or on such issue.

denyingthe countys title to the lands describ@dsuch complaint,

or any part or parcel thereof, or which merely alleges that the d&&d48 Effect of judgment. If a judgment shall be rendered

to the county is void shall be a cient answer; but every answereitherfor want of an answer or upon the trial of an issue of law or
shall state specifically the grounds on which the defendant farct in favor of the county and agairtste defendants claiming
defendantsely for avoiding the deed of the county suchlands or against a defendant or defendants claiming any sepa

7&1‘%46 Trial; defendant’ s interest. All issues of fact and of
law joined in any suclction shall be tried by the court unless the
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rateparcel or parcels thereof, such judgment shediver bar such Upon the adoption of such ordinance, the provisions of this
defendanta&nd all others claiming under them, after the filing oectionshall be applicable to such county and the treasurer need
a noticeof the pendency of such action as provided by femn  not, thereafterproceed upon its tax certificates in cases wthise
all right, title or interest in said lands or in such separate parcelsactionis applicable in angf the other methods provided by ch.
parcelsthereof. 75 or its charter provisions but may do so at the tredsupgtion.
History: 1987 a. 378 (b) Rescission of election to operate under section 75.521.
Any county after at least one year from the adoption of such ordi
ancemay rescind such election by an ordinance to su'feltef
ich ordinance shall be adopted in the same manner as the origi

75.49 Judgment for defendant. If in any such action judg
mentbe rendered ifavor of any defendant claiming any parce
or parcelsof said lands or interest therein, such judgment Shﬂ | ordinance. Upon the adoption of a rescinding ordinance, the
adjudgethat there be released to such defendant attabatys . - —pon i P 9 '
right, title or claim, at the time of the commencement of the actic?g%\gf'onsm‘ this section shall cease 1o be applicable 0 such
by virtue of any deed mader the nonpayment of taxes to the lan Y. . . i
or interest as to which such judgment is rendered, and that thC) Saving clause. Neither the election to adopt®5.521nor
defendantecover the defendasttosts and disbursements in théheelection to rescind the same shafief anyaction or proceed
action;and the moneyf any, deposited by such defendant upoid for foreclosure of the tax lien commenced prior to such elec
answeringshall be applied in payment of such costs, and the stiPn or rescission ansluch action or proceeding may be continued
plus of such deposit, if anghall be paid to the county in the same manner as though such election or rescission had not

History: 1987 a. 378 beenmade.

(d) Provisions of in rem method supersede. Whenever any

75.50 Unknown owners. If the county as plaintifin such countyshall have adoptetthis section and is using the procedure
actioncannot ascertain who are the proper pertmnsake defen hereinprovided, the provisions of this section shall, witkpect
dantsas to anytract or parcel of land described in the complainfg the particulatax liens being collected, supersede the provisions
it may allege the fact in the complaint and they may be procee@gdi| general, special or loctlws relating to the collection of tax
againstas nonresident defendants and shall be described in {Bfis by such county in conflict therewith, provided that nothing
proceedingsis unknown owners. containedin this subsection nor any use made of the procedure

History: 1987 a. 378 providedin this section shall prevent the use of other procedures

. providedfor in other sections of thetatutes in the collection of
75.52 Judgment abar, when. No such action shall oM iperay Jiens at the option of the county treasurer

mencedby any persomnder the provisions of this chapter after
(3) COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDINGTO FORECLOSETAX LIEN.

a judgment shall have been rendered against that persaomyin : ) -
aétiogfoundedon such tax deed commegnced by thgt person (3 Whenever any land has been included in a tax certificate, the

thoseunder whom that person claims for the recovery of the pdEeasuremay file in the dice of the clerk of the circuit court of
sessiorof the lands described in such deed or any part thereof, Ht county one or more lists of parcels of propertfeated by
aftera judgment shall have been rendered agéiastperson in un_paldtax liensas shown on the tax certificates in the trea&urer
anaction broughby the former owner to recover possession of tifice. The treasurer may file the list when any of the following

landsdescribed in such deed or any part thereof. time periods elapses after the date of the tax certificate:
History: 1991 a. 316 1. One yearif razing,removing and restoration of the site to
_ o adust—free and erosion—free conditicosts incurred by any city
75.521 Foreclosure of tax liens by action in rem. or village are included in the amount due for taxes.

(1) DeriNiTions. Wherever used or referred to in this section, 2 one yearif the tax certificate is held by any city authorized
unlessa different meaning clearly appears from the context: 4 proceed under 34.87or by any county thaias a population
~ (a) “County” means one of the countigfsthe state of ¥8con-  of 500,000 or more.

sin. ) i . . 4. Two years, if none of the conditions specifiacdsubds1.
(b) “Tax lien” means the lien or interest evidenced by any tand2. applies.

certificate uporwhicha tax deed may be applied for as provided m) The parcels shall be numbered consecutively in the list

by Iavv.“ . preparedunder para). The list shall be known as the “List @ix
(c) “Treasurer” means the treasurer of a caunty Liensof .... County Being Foreclosed by ProceedmBem 19..,
(2) APPLICATION OF THIS SECTION. (a) Adoption of method. No.....” and shall bear the following caption:

Notwithstandingthe provisions of any othgeneral, special or «Srate oF WisconsIN

local law relating toforeclosure of tax certificates, taking of X~ L cUIT COURT

deedsupon tax certificatesand perfecting such tax deed title by

bar formerowner action or quiet title action, or conveyance from: COUNTY

formerowners of any interest in said lands, goeerning body of In the matter of the foreclosure of tax liens under section 75.521
any countymay elect to enforce the collection of tax liens, the takVisconsinStatutes by .... Countyist of Tax Liens for 19.., Num

ing of tax title in the namef such county to tax delinquent landsoer....”. The list shall contain as to each parcel, the following:
andthe perfectingf such tax title in the county in the cases where 1. A brief description stitient to identify each parcel
this section applies by means of the methods provided for in thifectedby such tax lien. The description shall state the lot, block
section. Suchelection shall be evidenced by an ordinance to Sughdsection number of any parce| upon any tract, the p|at or map

effectin substantially the following form: of which isfiled in the ofice of the register of deeds of such
“ORDINANCE ELECTING TO PROCEED UNDER county. If the lands be unplatted an engirieenetes andounds
SECTION 75.521 \i¢. Stats. IN RELAION TO descriptionshall be a stitient description.
THE ENFORCEMENT OF COLLECTION OFAKX LIENS. 2. The name onames of the last owner or owners and mort
The county board of supervisors of the county of .... do ordagageeor mortgagees of the parcel as the ownership or mortgage
asfollows: interestappears of record in thefigk of the register of deeds of

Fromand after ....Hereinsert dates) the .... hereinsert name the county in whichthe parcel is situated, and the state &fodh-
of county) elects to adopt the provisions of section 75.884. sin if it has a determined but unpaid death tax lien, a filed, nonout
Stats.for the purposef enforcing tax liens in such county in thdawedincome or franchise tax warrant or a judgment entertrin
caseswhere the procedure provided by such section is appligadgmentand lien docketll in the county where the parcel is situ
ble.” ated.
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3. A statement of the amount of the principal sum of each thor that purpose anthe clerk shall be entitled to a fee of $3 for
lien in the hands ofhe county treasuretogether with the date receiving,filing and indexing of each such list, in liefiany other
from which and the rate at which interest shall be computed faesto which he or she might otherwise be entitled for those ser
saidprincipal sum. vices. The circuit court of the county in which the delinquent list

4. A petition to the court for judgment vesting title to each d$ filed has jurisdiction of the proceeding authorized by this sec
saidparcels of landn the countyas of the date of entry of judg tion.
mentand barring any and all claims whatsoever of the former (5) RIGHTS OF PERSONSHAVING AN INTEREST IN PARCELS OF
owneror any person claiming through and under the former owneiNDp AFFECTEDBY TAX LIENS. Every person, including any munic
sincethe date of filing the list of tax liens in thefioé of theclerk ipal taxing districtother than the countiaving any right, title or
of the circuit court. interestin, or lien upon, any parcel described in suchristy

5. The names of all municipalities, othtaan the foreclosing redeemsuch parcel by paying all of the sums mentioned in such
county,having any right, title or interest in the land or in the talist of tax liens together with interest thereon, or such portion
liensor in the proceeds thereof. thereofas is due for the interest thernpart thereof owned by

(b) Such list of tax liens shall be verified by thdivit of the ~Suchperson which amount shall be determined by the cdtety
countytreasurer and shall be postedtie treasurés ofice. The Suréron application, before the expirati@i the redemption
filing of such list of tax liens in thefife of the clerk of the circuit Periodmentioned in the notice published pursuant to gjbor
court shall constitute and have the samfedfas the filing and May serve a verified answer upon the county treasurer of such
recordingin the ofice of the register of deeds sfich county of Ccounty,as provided in sul§7). The caption of such answer shall
aseparate and individual notice of the pendency of such proceg@fitaina reference to the number or numbers of the parcels con
ing as to each parcel described in such list, and likewise, not wig§nedas shown by the treasuiedist. Such answer must be
standingany other provision of lawshall constitute the com Servedonsaid county treasurer and filed in théas of the clerk
mencemenbf a special proceeding by the county against eaBhthe circuit court within 30 days after the datentioned in the
parcelof real estate thereitescribed and have the sanfeetfas Noticepublished pursuant to sug), as the last day faedemp
the filing or recording of an individual and separate petiton tion. In the event of the failure to redeem or answer by any person
complaintby the county against each parcetexl estate therein havingthe right to redeem or answer within the time herein lim

describedto enforce the payment of the tax liens against sulfRd.such person, and all persons claiming under and through that
property. person from and after the date of the filing of said list of tax liens

(c) A copy of the petition and souch of the list of tax liens with the clerk of the circuit court, shall be forever barred and fore

as shall include the description of a particular parcel shall %éoseqtg)fgll his (r)]rl_h?r rflgt]ht, l'qtle anddlnte_redst in artl(_j t(f) the lparcel
mailedby registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, nfscn €an such list or tax liens and a judgment in foreclosure

the county treasurer to the last-known postieefaddress of each Tay be taken as herein provided. Upon redemption as permitted
owner and mortgagee of record, the stateVigconsin in the by this section, the person redeeming shall be entitled to a-certifi

instancespecified in pafam) 2, and to each municipalitpther cate evidencing such redemption from the county treasurer of

thanthe foreclosing counthavingany right, title or interest in the Suchcounty describing the property in the same manner as it is
land or in thetax liens or the proceeds thereof. Afidaivit of the describedn such list of tax liens arithe fact of such redemption

treasurersetting forth the names of tiosvners, mortgagees, theShall be noted upon the tax rolls in tbéice of the county trea
stateof Wisconsin in the properase and municipalities for whomSurer.whoshall file a certified copy of such redemption certificate
apost-ofice address has been ascertained, giving the addreﬁ”;’agg the clerk of the circuit court and upon such filing, such clerk
andstating that notice was mailed, giving the date of mailing, agga |note the word “Redeemedhd the date of such filing oppo
statingthat no present post-ie address was ascertainable fop''€ the description of said parcel on such list of tax liens. Such

the other owners and mortgagees, shall be filed and constitute Iﬂ_mationshall operate to cancel the notice of pendency of preceed

compliancewith this paragraph. ng with respect to such parcel or such portion thereof. The person

(3m) EXTENDED TIME FORFORECLOSINGTAX LIENS. (@) In this S0 redeeming shall be entitied to atﬂrda_ amount paid in redermp
subsection: ‘ tion to the face amount afny lien which the person may have

againstsaid lands and to have interest thereon until paid.

L. “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or 2 (6) PuBLIC NOTICE OF IN REM PROCEEDING. Upon the filing of
g;vnilggr?trl;ngﬁ t%gdt;n?/o:fmd included with that building in th%uchlist in the ofice of the clerk of the circuitourt, the county
y . AR treasurefforthwith shall prepare a notice that such list of tax liens
2. “Dwelling unit” means a structure or that part aftaicture  anq petition has beeso filed and a copy thereof posted in the
usedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person opfe of said county treasurerThe treasurer shall cause such
2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the ex¢fitice, together with the list of tax liens and petition, to be-pub
sionof all others. lishedas a class 3 notice, under 885. Such notice shall be in
(b) The common council of any ciguthorized to proceed substantiallythe following form:
]Emdelrs. 74.8f7ma?/ by ordiganﬁe directhits trgasurer t% dl(le]:ieer the  NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDING
oreclosureof tax liens on dwellings. The ordinance shall desig
natethe period of time that the foreclosure of tax liens shall be IN'REM TO FORECLOSE AX LIENS
deferredafter the one-year period provided under £8jp(a)1. BY....COUNTY
and2. The deferral period may not exceed 2 years. The deferral(Hereinsert list of tax liens and petition as filed irfioé of
shall apply to those delinquent taxaad assessments incurrectlerk of the circuit court.)
while the dwelling was owned and occupied by the person who Take noTice That all persons having efaimingto have any
ownsand occupies the building at the beginning of the deferigght, title or interest in or lien upon the regabperty described in
period. If the owner ceases to occupy tiwelling during the thelist of tax liens, No. ..., ofile in the ofice of the clerk of the
deferralperiod, the city treasurshall foreclose the tax lien on thegjrcuit court of ... countydated ...., and hereinabove set forth, are
dwelling as soon as practicable. A city adoptingoadinance herebynotified that the filing of such list déx liens in the dice
underthis subsection may require the dwellimgner to submit of the clerk of the circuit court of .... county constitutes the-com
proofthat the owner is eligible for a deferral under this subsectigiencemenby said .... county of a special proceeding in the circuit
(4) DuTy OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT. Eachclerk of the courtfor .... county to foreclose the tax liens therein described by
circuit court with whom the list of tax liens is filed shall index iforeclosureproceeding in rem and thatnotice of the pendency
by year andist numberand alphabetically by the names of thosef such proceeding against each piecgarcel of land therein
setforth in the list, under sul§3) (am) 2, in a separate record keptdescribedvas filed in the dice of the clerk of the circuit couan
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.... (insert date). Such proceeding is brought against the real priogerestin or lien upon said lands. Such judgment shall have the
erty herein described only and is to foreclose the ltars effectof the issuance of a tax deed or deeds and of judgmieait to
describedn such list. No personal judgment will be entered herefarmer owners and quiet title thereon.
for such taxes, assessments or other legagebaor any part  (9) FiLinG oF AFFiDAvIT. Al affidavits of filing, publication,
thereof. posting, mailing or other acts requirday this section, shall be
TAKE FURTHERNOTICE That all persons having or claiming tomadeby the person performing such acts and shall be fil#ukin
haveany right, title or interest in dien upon the real property office of the clerk of the circuit court of the county in which the
describedn said list of tax liens are hereby notified that a certifiegropertysubject to such tax lien is situated and shall, together with
copy of such list of tax liens has been posted in tlieeobf the all other documents required in this section, filed in suébeof
countytreasureof .... county and will remain posted for publicconstitute and become part of the judgment roll in such foreclo
inspectionup to and including ...héreinsert date at least 8weeks ~ sureproceeding.
from the date of the first publication of this notice) which date is (10) CONTESTEDISSUESAND TRIAL THEREOF. If a duly verified
hereby fixed as the last day for redemption. answeiis served upon the county treasurer withia period men
TAKE FURTHERNOTICE That any person having or claimibg tionedin sub.(7), the court shall hear and determine the issues
haveany right, title or interest in or lien upon any such parce| magisedby the petition and answer in the same manneuader
on or before said ...irfsert redemption final date), redeem such the same rules as it hears and determines civil actions, except as
delinquenttax liens by paying to the county treasurer of .... couniy this section otherwisprovided. Upon such trial, proof that
theamount of all such unpaid tax liens and in addition thereto, alich tax, special assessment, special ghar special tax,
interestandpenalties which have accrued on said unpaid tax lietggetherwith any interest or penalty which may have been due

computedo and including the date of redemption. waspaid, or that the property was not subject to tax, special assess
... County Ment,specialchage or special tax, or that such tax lien is barred
By by the statute of limitations, shall constitute a complete defense.

Wheneveran answer is interposed as herein provided, there shall
County Feasurer pe 5 severance of the proceeding as to any parcel or parcels of land
(7) RIGHT OFPERSONHAVING AN INTERESTIN ORLIEN UPONPAR-  in which such answering defendant has any right, title or interest
CELS DESCRIBEDIN LIST OF TAX LIENS, TO ANSWER PETITION. (&) asalleged in his or her answend as to the other parcels in such
Everyperson having any right, title or interest in or lien upon anit, the proceeding shall proceed as provided in @)b.
parceldescribedn such list of tax liens, may serve a duly verified (11) prererence OVER OTHER PROCEEDINGSAND ACTIONS.
answerupon the countjreasurer for such countsetting forth in - Apy proceeding brought pursuant to this section shall be given

detail, the nature and amount of that persdnterest and object ,referencenver all other causes and actions not on trial and no
ing to the proposed foreclosure upon one or more of the fo”OW'Bgchproceeding shall be referred.

groundsonly: . . . . (12) PRESUMPTIONSOFVALIDITY; GUARDIAN AD LITEM. (&) The
1. Thatthe lands in which such person is interested, descri ntyneed not plead or prove the vari@sps, proceedings and
in such list of tax liens, were not liable to taxation, special assegsiicesfor the assessment and levy of the taxes, assessments or
ment, special chage or special tax at the time the tax, specigherlawful chages against the lands set forth in the list of tax
assessmengpecial chage or special tax for the nonpayment oOfiens and all such taxes, assessments or other lawfujesiand
whichthe tax lien arises, was levied. thelien thereof shall be presumed to be valid. A defendantalleg
2. That the tax, special assessment, speciagjetaspecial ing any jurisdictional defect or invalidity in the tax, specissess
tax for the nonpayment of which said tax lien arises, was in fagient,special chage or special tax, because of which said land was
paidbefore the last day of the redemption period provideldwy not liable to taxation, special assessment or other lawfubehar
3. That the tax lien is barred by the statute of limitations. mustparticularly specify in the defendasitinswer such jurisdic

(b) No other defense to the petition of said county set forth tignal defect or invalidityand must dirmatively establish such
suchtax list, shall be set up. Such answer must be filed in tfefense.
office of the clerk of the circuit court and served upon the county (b) This section shall apply to and be valid arfdaive with
treasurenf such countyvithin 30 days after the date hereinaboveespectto all defendants even though one or moreriiants,
mentionedas the last date for redemption. incompetentsabsenteesr nonresidents of the state ofsdbnsin,

(8) DUTY OF THE COURTTO ENTERJUDGMENTIN DEFAULT CASES. providedthat a guardian ad litem shall be appointed to serve for
In the event of the failure to redeem or answeaiy person hay @ll persons known or unknown who hawemay have an interest
ing theright to redeem or answer as hereinabove provided, sughe lands described in any list and who are or beagninors or
personand all persons claiming under and through freason, incompetentst the date of filing such list. Such guardiariitedn
from and after the date of the filing of the list of tax liens in th@@y be appointed by the court without notieed the fee for the
office of the clerk of the circuit court of the coungpall be forever Servicesof the guardian ad litem as fixed by the cetmall be paid
barredand foreclosed of all right, title and interest and equity & the county _
redemptionin and to the parcel described in suchdisthe tax  (13) JUDGMENT,CONTENTS. () Where, as to any parcel in the
liens,and upon filing of an &tlavit of such defaulor failure of list of tax liens, an answer has been interposed by a party and the
redemptionby the countytreasurer of such countihe court in  courtshall determine in favor of such party upon such anster
which such list of tax liens is filed, shall render final judgmerourtshall make a fingudgment divesting said parcel of the lien
orderingand adjudging that the county is vested with an estatedllegedto have accrued against same.
fee simple absolute in such lands, subject, howeweall unpaid (b) In the event that the court shall determine that the issue
taxesand chages which are subsequent to the latest dated vata@sedby the answer of thgefendant is without merit, a final judg
tax lien appearing on the list specified in s¢B) (b) and to mentto such dect shall be entered ordering and adjudging that
recordedrestrictionsas provided by §5.14 (4)and all persons, thecounty is vested with an estatefée simple absolute in such
both natural and artificial, including the state ofisébnsin, landssubject, howeveto all unpaid taxes and clygas whichare
infants,incompetents, absentees and nonresidents who may hewesequento the latest dated tax lien appearinglomlist speei
hadany right, title, interest, claim, lien or equity of redemption fied in sub.(3) (b) and to recorded restrictions as provided by s.
suchlands,are forever barred and foreclosed of such right, titlé5.14 and allpersons, both natural and artificial, including the
interest,claim, lien or equity of redemption. Such judgment shadtateof Wisconsin, infants, incompetent)sentees and nonresi
be deemed to be based the latest dated valid tax lien appearinglentswho mayhave had any right, title, interest, claim, lien or
on the list of tax liens.No personal judgment shall be enteredquity of redemption in such lands, are forever barred and fore
againstany person having or claiming to have any right, title alosedof such right, title, interest, claim, lien or equity of redemp

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.521(3)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.14(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.521(7)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.521(8)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.521(3)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.14

75.521 TAX SALES Updated 95-96Wis. Stats. Database 14

tion. Such judgment shall be deemed to be basethe latest ertyin the manner specified in the statutes, and shall levy upon the
datedtax lien appearing on the list t#fx liens. Such judgment samethe amount of taxes for the year in question. Such reassess
shallhave the déct of the issuance of a tax deed or deeds androéntshall be made by the assessor ofrthumicipality or assess
judgmentto bar former owners and quiet title thereon. mentdistrict or by theperson the court appoints and the assess

(14) JUDGMENT TO BE RECORDED. A certified copy of the judg ment roll shall be submitted to and pasepdn by the board of
ment of the court in both default and contested cases shall l6¥iewin the manner analfter like notice as in case of the original
recordedby the prevailing party in the fide of the register of assessment.
deedsof such county (2) Upon the completion of the review by said board clieek

(14a) DamAGES. Any person who was the owner of any rightof the town, village or city in which the reassessed district is situ
title or interesin land which was lost by judgment of foreclosurétedshall extend upon such assessment roll the taxes lawfuily lev
asprovided in this section may within 2 years from the date &fd upon and apportioned to the property described therein for
entry of such judgment, in the cases hereinafter mentioned otg&ghyear and such roll and tax so extended thereon shall be-a pub
than fraud anavithin 6 years in the case of fraud, commence di¢ record and be prima facie evidence of the amount of tax justly
actionin the circuit court against the county to recover the faghargeablegainst thgarty seeking to set aside or avoid the erigi
marketvalue of the persosiinterestherein at the date of entry ofnal assessment, tax or tax proceeding and upon tbe llots, tract
saidjudgment of foreclosure in rem. If the court determines th@ tracts of land respecting which the said action is brought, and
suchpersors right, title and interest in said land was unjustly-foreshall also be prima facie evidence of the amount of tax justly
closed and lost because said pessanterest in such lands was no€hargeablegainst any and every other person or corporathoh
subjectto taxation, special assessment, specialgeharspecial everyother lot, parcel or tract of land in such tax roll for such year
tax at the time of the levy of the taxssessment or cloer, for non  in any legal proceeding that may anisspecting the same. Such
paymentof which said lands were foreclosed, or that in fact suéfassessmerend tax roll shall be completed and filed with the
tax, special assessment, special gbar special tax was paid byclerk of the municipality constituting such assessment district or
saidowner or that the tax lien upon which the judgment of forén which suchdistrict is located within ninety days from the date
closurein rem was based was barred by the statulienittions, of the entry of such orde_r unless the court upon motion and cause
or if such person lost said propettyough fraud without fault on shownshall extend the time therefor
his or her part, the coushall determine the fair market value of (3) Uponsuch completion and filing, notidbereof shall be
saidland or of said persom'interest therein as hereinabmet givenby such clerk to the clerk of the court in which such action
forth. The fair market value shall not excethd amount arrived is pending; and such last-mentioned clerk shall thereupon give
at by dividing the assessed valuation of such lands in the yeaniticethereof to the attorneys for the parties to such action and to
which such judgment in rem was entered by the percentage rdkieattorneys in all other actions pending in which the validity of
of real estate assessments prevailimgthe taxing district in suchoriginal assessment may be involved. If any party seeking
which the landswere located as set forth in the equalization fdp set aside or avoid the original assessment, tax or tax proceeding
statetax purposes of the same yedihe courshall award judg shall desire to contest thvalidity of such reassessment, that party
mentto suchplaintiff in such amount, together with reasonablshall,within twenty days after notice of the completion and filing
attorneyfees to be fixed bthe court, and the plaintit costs and of such reassessment and tax fidk, with the clerk of the court
disbursementsf such action.The amount awarded the plaifitif wheresuch action is pending objections in writittgsuch reas
shallbe reduced by the total amount due, as of theadatetry of sessmenor tax roll, a copy of which objections shall wittiine
suchjudgment, for all current taxes and upon all tax certificateysafter such filing, be served upon the attorney for the opposite
held by the county on such date that the court shall find were valighrty and thereupon the court may directissue to be made up
Upon payment of the judgment the county may gearack as a involving the objections aforesaid, which shall be tried summarily
tax to any taxing district the amount whishch district received by the court, whictshall make an order sustaining or overruling
from the county in payment of taxes and interest on said lasdchobjections. If by such order such reassessment or tax roll
eitherby distribution of proceeds of sale thereof by the coanty shallbe held invalid subsequent reassessnrsisch tax may be
throughother payment by theounty to the extent that it exceedsad in manner and form as hereinbefore provided and similar pro
the amount distributable to such district had the sametmsad ceedinganay be resorted to, to determine the validity of any such
uponthe payment of the taxes and interest found by the courtr@assessmenar the court in its discretiomay upon sustaining
be properly payable at the time of teatry of the judgment of objections madeto any reassessment, determine and fix the
foreclosureand applied imeduction of the amount awarded to th@mountof tax which ought justly to be paid by the party or parties

plaintiff hereunder contestingsuch original assessment, tax or tax proceedingioand
History: 1977 c. 1741979 c. 3489, 1983 a. 52192, 302 538 1987 a. 27378  thatpurpose, with or without directing a further issue to be made
1989a. 330347, 1991 a. 39316 1993 a. 301490 1995 a. 224225 417. up, the court may proceed to take such further evidence as may be

B S o et Tisale: n Mater of Foffecessaryo make such determination.
IJuddgmenmtnderltr:ji_s selcti_onbextindguish((ajs all rights, titles ar:)d Lr;;er:egts i?_ fore (4) If such reassessment and tax roll be held by the coutt regu
closedproperty Including claim based on adverse possession. Published notice
sufficiepnt.pLec)i/ejewski 3 Sec_ilak, 16 w (2d) 629, 3812 NwW (2d)_734 (_1984). wgfa?lnrg a\{(aeJlgnOE)ll']:jg?rggﬁ?ltrl]%ntshjg_]ret;eﬁlglellgz sfllggﬁtg]s%r?gl:;mt e
Therole of a guardian ad litem appointed under sub. (12) (b) is outlinadkésha L . .
Countyv. Tadych, 197 W (2d) 653, 541 NW (2d) 782 (Ct. App. 1995). original assessment, tax or tax proceeding to pay into court, for the
See note to 75.14, citing 62 Attgen. 234. useand benefit of the party entitled thereto the amount which by
suchreassessment the contesting party or pguis/ ought to
75.54 Reassessment of taxes by order of court. (1) In  pay. If the amount of tax imposed upon the property of such con
all actions in any court of this state, in which either party seekstésting party by such valid reassessment, or by shlesequent
avoidor set aside in whole or part any assessment, tax or tax pradeterminationand order of the court, shall equal or exceed the
ceedingor reassessment, if the court is of the opinion, afteraa  amountimposed thereon by the original assessment and tax roll,
ing had, that, for any reasorfedting the groundwork of the tax the party or parties contesting the validity of such assessment shall
andall the property in any assessmdistrict, said assessment,be adjudged tgay the costs of such suit; otherwise, upon comply
tax or taxproceeding should be set aside, the court shall immeitig with the order of the court last aforesaid, the contesting party
ately stay all proceedings in such action and in all other actioosparties shall be entitled to judgment with costs; provided; how
affecting the assessment, tax or tax proceeding in such distister,that no judgment renderexa any such action shall in any
until a reassessmeat the property therein can be made; and theay affect the validity of any tax against any other person than the
proper officers of the municipality constituting the assessmepfartiesto such action or any tract or parcel of land or other-prop
district or in which the district is located shall reassess such pragpty than that described in complaint therein.
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(5) The value of the reassessed property shall be fixed, asherself otherwise entitled to judgment, shall, beforeettitey
nearlyas may be, as of the day the original assessment was médeofwithin a reasonable time to be fixed by the court, pay into
andthe rules for determining the same shall be those providedthg court for the county or city authorized to act undef4s87
law. A like stay of proceedings and reassessment shall be ordéreldling the tax certificate the amount for which such land is delin
in all cases in which a tax which has been reassessed by qugnt,with interest on all such amounts at thee of 8% per year
county,town or village boardyr common council for one or morefrom the times of payment until the money is paid into court; and
yearsshall be adjudgedncollectible or void for any reasorietft-  in default of such payment within the time so fixed the defendant
ing the groundwork of the tax so as to require a reassessmerghall havejudgment in the action. This provision as to the-pay
order to determine the amount properly due. When suehentinto court to be made by the plaifhall apply to all actions
reassesset@dx shall have been levied infeffent years it shall not broughtto cancel any tax deed, orremove the cloud upon any
benecessary to make separate assessment rolls for each yeatitlutreated by any tax certificate or tax deed where the action
the valuations for each year respectivetay be placed oppositeimpeacheshe tax deed or tax certificate upon any groumidat
the description of th@roperty on the assessment roll in columnevernot afecting thegroundwork of the tax for the nonpayment
headedwith the figures of the yeaso that the valuations for eachof which such deed or tax certificate was issued.

year of reassessments shall be kept .distinct from ot.her Years(2) Tax CERTIFICATESOF COUNTY,DISCOUNTON. Whenever the
enteredupon the tax roll. All the provisions of this sect&itell  ¢ountyholds tax certificates upon real estate and the owner of said
applyto the making and completion and to objections and fur”]%fal estate omny person, firm, association, corporation or limited
proceedingsn respect to such assessment, and the saméshaliapility company holdinga valid lien thereon shall claim the
treatedwith respect to each year which it purports to embrace g&sessmerdf said reakstate to be greater than the value that can
if it were a separate reassessment roll for that y&is section  orginarily be obtainedherefor at private sale, the respective town
shall apply to all actions whether determined upon default §garq viilage board or city council where said real estasitis
otherwise. atedmay takeproof under oath of the value of said real estate and
(6) If howeveyin any such action now pendingwhich may makea finding thereon. Upon the filing of sdidding with the
be begun hereafter the evidence enables the court to determgainty treasurerthe treasurer shall accept frasaid owner or
with reasonable certainthe amount of taxes which were justiylienholderthe propemproportional tax on said real estate based
chargeableagainst the lands involved in the action, the COUTt,G&onthe value so found, together with the propergémras in the
its discretion, may proceed to judgment without staying preceeagaseof redemption of tax certificates, shall cancel said tax certifi
ings or ordering a reassessment, if it finds that it is for the begiteas it relates to that real estate, and shall give to said owner or

interestsof all parties to the action that it should do so. lienholdera receipt for said tax. The flifence between the tax
\';'V'E‘OW _t_19|91 a. 316 . hallenaed but | e asreturned and the amount of such proportional tax, exclusive of
ereinitial assessment was unchallenge ut annual percentage ingveeses H H
voided, “groundwork” of tax was unédcted under (1) State ex rel. Kaskin Board chargesreceived by the county as a rt_asult of the compromise shall
of Review 91 W (2d) 272, 282 NW (2d) 620 (Ct. App. 1979). be chaged to the town, village or cityhich returned the same and

75T5rij| Jcotlj{rt,rTgy determine tafxes under eitber4.74, 1985 Istlat& [n?:W 74%?] ormay be included by the county as a special gaan the next tax
.54. Judicial determination of taxes is not unconstitutional “levy”. Fontavidv H i i

lage of Fontana-on-Geneva Lake, 107 W (2d) 226, 318 NW (2d) 900 (Ct. Apg VY @dainst such town, city or village.

1982),aff’d 111 W (2d) 215, 330 NW (2d) 21(1983). History: 1979 c. 10; 1987 a. 3781993 a. 12.

Courterred in ordering area reassessment without holding hearing under sub. (1).

State exel. Hemker vHuggett, 14 W (2d) 320, 338 NW (2d) 335 (Ct. App. 1983).75.62 Procedure in actions related to tax certificates.

o . ) (1) ConbpiTIONAL PAYMENT. Whenever any action or special pro
75.55 Application of section 75.54. Sectiorv5.54shall be  ceedingis hereafter commenced to set aside any inclusion of lands
construedo permit the reassessment, by or urtbderdirection or j 3 tax certificate for the nonpayment of taxes, or to cancel any
authority of any city of theproperty real and personal, therein,iay certificate, or to restrain the issuingaofy tax certificate or tax
which city, before and until the passage of these statutes, Wgd,or to setaside any tax, for any error or defect going to the
authorizedoy law to make its owtax sales, tax certificates andygjigity of the assessment andeating the groundwork of such
tax deeds by its own properfigers. And in and for and irespect 4y within 20 days after the commencement of such action the
to every sucteity and the propertyeal and personal, therein theﬁ%\intiﬁ in such action or special proceeding shall pay or cause to
mayorand councilthereof, the assessors thereof, the city clefig paid to the countytown, city or village oficer entitiedto
thereof,the board of equalizatiathereof, and the city treasurerygcejyethesame, the amount of taxes, interest andgeisalevied

thereofshall, as to anguch city and the wards therein, respeGygainstthe saidands involved in such action, as a condition of
tively exercise all the powers and perform all the duties and p aintainingsaid action.

ceedin the manner hereinbefore provided in respect to towns, vil
lagesand other citiesand exercise the powers and perform the
dutiesdevolved upon the boadd supervisors, upon the assessor%]fg
uponthe town clerk, upon the board of review and uportdie
treasurer,respectively for the reassessment of taxes and th
collectionthereof.

(2) ReassesSMENTPROCEEDING. If in said action or proceed

a reassessment is ordered, the court shall, upon the completion
said reassessment made in the manner requirestalyte,
geterminahe amount which, according $aid reassessment, the
plaintiff ought justly to have paid upon the lands involved in said
actionor special proceeding.

75.61 Actions related to tax certificates. (1) One-vear  (3) JUDGMENT. The plaintif in such actioror special proceed
LIMITATION.  Every action enumerated in%.57, 1955 statsand  iNg shallbe entitled to recover judgment for the amount, if &gy
5.66.635 and every action or proceeding to set aside any inclusi@intiff so paid in excess of the amount the court shall finally
of land in a tax certificate for the nonpayment of taxes, or to cangéferminethe plaintif ought to have paid on the lands involved
anytax certificate, or to restrain the issuing of any tax certificaté! said action or proceeding, with interest from the détsuch

or tax deed, for any error or defect going to the validity of tH&yment.

assessmentand afecting the groundwork of such tax, or on (4) PAYMENT OF JUDGMENT. Payment of any judgment so
accountof any void or defective special assessment, shall be ca@coveredy the plaintif, shall be made forthwith by the treasurer
mencedwithin one year from the date of issuance of the tax eertifif any suchcounty town, city or village, upon presentation of a
cateunder s74.57 and not thereafterin every action brought to certified copy thereof, without other or further ordefhe trea
setaside anyuch inclusion of land in a tax certificate, or to cancslurershall preserve said copy of said judgment asréeesures
anytax certificate, or to restrain the issuing of any tax deed upwarrant for suchpayment and shall require the satisfaction of
any ground whatever not going to the validity of #eesessment recordof said judgment upon the making of such payment. The
andaffecting the groundwork of such tax, special assessment, spmount of any judgment gmaid by the county treasurer shall be
cial chage or special tax, the plairfiff he or she showsimself chargedo the proper town, city or village and may be included by
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the county as a special clggragainst such town, city or village if no tax deed may be issued upon the certificatess the plainfif
suchjudgment shall be the result of an errodefect caused by fails to payto the clerk or treasuréor the use of the owner of the
said town, city or village or §tial thereof. certificate,the amount of the judgment within 20 days after its

History: 1987 a. 3781989 a. 561991 a. 316 rendition,together with interest on it.

History: 1981 c. 1671987 a. 378

75.63 Ejectment as to public lands; conditions. (1) No
action shall be commenced, maintained or prosecuted lmnor 75.67 Procedure in populous counties containing
behalfof the original owner or any person claiming title throughuthorized city. (1) In counties having a population of 500,000
or under such owner to recover possession of or in any way invalv more containing a city authorized to proceed und@? 7,
ing the title to anyands conveyed to the state oisébnsin by any whenevereither such countgr city acquires any property by tax
county,or attempted to be so conveyed, and sold by said stateléed or by quitclaim deed or by any other means, the issuance of
any person until all taxes levied and assessed thérewrthe date othertax certificates and the redemptiand cancellation thereof
of thesale thereof by the state, together with all legalgdsafor shallbe as provided by this section.

assessingnd collecting the same and interest thereon at the ratq2) All tax certificates issued upon such property by such
of eight per centum per yefiom the fifteenth day of January incounty or city on the same day or subsequent to the date of
eachand every year during which the séaghds were assessed,ssuanceof the certificate upon which such deed was acquired,
commencingwith the January following the first assessment aftgjndwhich certificates are owned by such county or city at the time
suqhsale, shall have bee_n paid into the treasury of the countysithe acquisition of the propertshall be assigned to sucbunty
which such lands shall lie; nor until all delinquent takeged of city so owning such propertyOn any issuanaaf tax certificate
uponand returnecgainst said lands and remaining unpaid whefijpsequento the acquisition of such property after the first
the same were so conveyed or attempted to be to the state, tOngayof August inany yearsuch county or city So owning such
with the like interest thereon, shall have been paid into sugid shall bethe exclusive recipient of the tax certificates. Any
countytreasury; which moneshall be retained in said treasury qssyancef a tax certificate in violation of these provisions shall
abidethe event of such action and be returned to the party pay@ighull and void. It is the duty of theity and the county treasurer

or depositing the same if the party fails to maintain such actiqg; give the otheras the case may hetitten notice of the acquisi
otherwise,so much thereof as covers the delinquent taxes abqy¥, of such property withire4 hours, Sundays and holidays
mentionedand interest thereon at the rate aforesaid shall §gc|yded, after such tax deed or other conveyance has been
retainedby such county and the remainder shall be paid over to uired;and upon receipt of such notice it is the duty of such trea
personpurchasing the same from the state or the pesdegal gyrer,as the case may be, to make entry of such notice upon the
representatives. _ ~ treasurer'gecords.

(2) If the titleto any such lands shall be adjudged to be in such 3) (a) Whenever suchroperty has been so acquired, the city
original owner or party claiming title through or under the origingleasureshall notify the county clerk and the county treasuer
ownerthey shall be deemed b and shall be subject to taxatioRne county clerk shall notify the city treasuras the case may be,
plurmg thetime the same were held by the state in like manner Tswriting thereof within 24 hours thereaft@undays and heli
if they had not been conveyed to or held by it, and the taxesdgysexcluded. The county treasurer or the city treasurer upon
suchperiod shall be levied and assessed upon such lands and\gleiptof such notice shall forthwith crgerthe amount, without
lectedin like manner as other taxes upon real estate. In all sgfbrestor penalties, of all citycounty state and metropolitan
actionsthe court shall enter an order requiring the pldititérein,  ge\veragaistrict current and delinquent taxes, all unpaid instal
within a reasonable time to ffi@ed in the orderto comply with  mentsof special assessmeratsd other assessments, gearand
this section by payment of the taxes, gearandnterest as pro 4y certificates which are liens upon the laasgwhich are held
vided herein, and in default of compliance therewith the COUl, or due to such county or citgs the case may be, and upon
shall dismiss the action. Nothing heregontained shall be \yhich the time limitations of s75.20have not expired, to a “tax

construecas amending or repealing®.26 75.270r 75.61 deedin force” account, and such taxes, assessments and-certifi

Lonstory: 1973¢. 1891977 c. 21646 (3)1977 ¢. 2731979 ¢. 105.60 (13)  catesshall thereby be considered as paid or redeemed and such
taxesshall bemarked paid or redeemed on the tax roll, as the case

75.64 No jurisdiction; issue of deed postponed: may be; thereafter the amounts thereof owned by or due to such

deposit. (1) In all cases to set aside aimglusion of lands in a countyshall be chayed back against such ciiynd such amounts
tax certificate, orto cancel any tax certificate or to enjoin ofhereofowned or held by or due to sucity shall be credited to
restraintheissuing of a tax deed because the lands included in f#ehcity in the next tax levy upon such city by the county
certificatewere not liable to taxation or because the taxehen  (b) On or before October 1 of each yehe city treasurer and
lands were paid prior to the inclusioim the tax certificate or the county treasurer shall respectively furnish tieer with an
becausehe lands have been redeemed accorditaytdhe owner itemizedstatemenbf the amounts so clged by the treasuress
of, or any person interested in, the lands covered by the lien of the case may be, to the cisyor countys “tax deed in force”
certificate may, at any timebefore final judgment is entered,accountas aresult of tax deeds taken by the city or couffitye
depositwith the county clerk the amount for which the lands a@untyclerk shall include an itemized statement of saictounts
delinquent, with interest from the date of the inclusion in the téx the apportionment filed by the clerk. If any such tax desdtis
certificateto the date of the deposit and penalty as provided undeide the citytreasurer and the county treasurer shall respectively
S.74.47 together with the legal chges on it. creditthe other with the amounts so afjed with respect to the

(2) The clerk or treasurer shall retain such deposit until tréeedset aside, and the amounts and entries by either treasurer with
final determination of the action, and if the certificatedsated referencethereto, comprising said amounts shall be as though no
andset aside aff the issuing of the deed is permanently restraineghargehad been made to a “tax deed in force” account; and the city
the money deposited shall, at the time of entrjudgment or at treasureand the county treasureespectivelyshall, on or before
anylater time, upon demand, be returned to the person deposifRfgoberl of each yeamdvise the other of such credits due.
it. If final judgment is rendered in the actisustaining the valid (c) In the event that such property is so acquired by such city
ity of the inclusion of the land in a tax certificate, and of the taxhile the county tax roll is in thpossession of its city treasurer
certificate,the court shall compute the interapbn the certificate the latter shall consider such taxas paid and mark the tax roll
from the date of the deposit to the date of judgment and penalgcordingly,and furnish the county treasurer witts@mtement
asprovided under s74.47and add it to the costs and disbursethereofupon a form provided by the counffhe city treasurer
mentstaxable in the action and to the amount of the deposit, asttall return such records to the county treasurer with the-delin
shallenterjudgment against the plairftfbr the total amount, and quentcounty taxroll, and shall receive credit therefor the same as

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/378
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/56
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.61
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/189
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201646
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/273
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/110
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/110,%20s.%2060
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/74.47
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/74.47
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/167
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/378
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/74.87
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/75.20

17 Updated 95-96Wis. Stats. Database TAX SALES 75.69

for delinquent taxes. The amount for which such credit is givamitten bids but without listing specific parcels or appraised val
shallbe included in the amount to be ajeatback to such city in uesfor the parcels, if the county makes readily available in the

succeedin@pportionment of county taxes. courthousan list of the parcels and the appraised vafieach par
History: 1985 a. 1351987 a. 27378 cel.
75.69 Sale of tax delinquent real estate. (1) Exceptas (2) Thissection shall not apply to exchange of property under

providedin sub.(1m), no tax delinquent real estatequired by a S-59-69 (8) to withdrawal and sale of county forest lands, nor to
countymay be sold unless the sale and appraised value of suchtfi@$ale or exchange of lands to or between municipalities or to the
estatehas first been advertised by publication of a class 3 noti§ate.

underch.985. Any county may accept the bid most advantageous (3) This section shalapply to all tax delinquent lands regard

to it but every bid less than the appraised value of the propeegsof the date of acquisition by the county

shallbe rejected Any county is authorized to sell for an amount (4) No tax delinquent real estate may be sold by a county
equal to or above theppraised value, without readvertising, anyinderthis section unless notice of such sale is mailed to the clerk

land previously advertised for sale. o of the municipality in which the real estate is located at least 3
(Im) (a) Subsectiorfl) does not apply to counties with a popweeksprior to the time of the sale. Any county may sell tax delin
ulationof 500,000 or more. quentreal estate by open or closed bid.

(b) Notwithstanding sub(l1), any county may advertise the History: 1983 a. 3441987 a. 3781995 a. 201
saleof any or all of its real estate tHas been tax delinquent for Countiesmay not transfecounty owned mineral rights, acquired through nonpay

ichi ; indi.  mentof taxes, to privatpersons without following the appraisal and public sale pro
at least 4 years by publishing a class 3 notice und@8&hindi- 7o = 2= 0 e Attyen. 236.

catingin which mun|C|paI_|ty or mun|C|paI|t|es and in Wh'C_h ward Wherecounty proceeds under (1), it can accept bid it deems in good faith to be most
or wards the real estate is located and the place antbdéiieg  advantageout county in view of criteria in bid notice. 70 At@en. 1.
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