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CHAPTER 753
CIRCUIT COURTS

753.01 Termof office. 753.09 Jury.
753.016 Judicial circuit for Milwaukee County 753.10 Attendance of dicers, pay; opening court.
753.03 Jurisdiction of circuit courts. 753.175 Fees; where paid.
753.04 Writs, how issued; certiorari. 753.19 Operating costs; circuit court.
753.05 Seals. 753.22  When court to be held.
753.06 Judicial circuits. 753.23 Night and Saturday sessions.
753.061 Court; branch; judge. 753.24 Where court to be held.
753.065 Naturalization proceedings, venue. 753.26 Office and records to be kept at county seat.
753.07 Circuit judges; circuit court reporters; assistant reporters; salaries; reti®3.30 Clerk of circuit court; duties, powers.

ment; fringe benefits. 753.32 Clerks, etc., not to be appraisers.
753.073 Expenses. 753.34 Circuit court for Menominee and Shawano counties.
753.075 Reserve judges; service. 753.35 Rules of practice and trial court administration.
753.077 Preservation of judgments. 753.40 Contributions to crime preventiongamizations.

753.01 Term of office. The term of dfce of every elected cir tions, adequately centralized and consolidated, and withethe
cuit judge is 6 years and until the successor is elected@ald essaryfurniture and supplies and make provision fon#gsessary
fied, commencing with the August 1 next succeedingethetion. expensesnd operation.

5HSi?itory: 1975 ¢. 61178 199 422, 1977 c. 18%.92; Stats. 1977 s. 753.01983 (5) CwvIL SERVICE. The board of supervisors and county civil
Thelegislature cannot, after a judge has been elected to a new branch, advanc%q}wl(,:e cqmmlssmn shatiake S.UItable reclassifications in posi
startingdate and the end of his term. 58 AtBen. 97. tionsin said county to accomplighe purpose of subg) to (5).

History: 1975 c. 39199 1977 c. 187s.92, 135 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s.
753.016 Judicial circuit for Milwaukee ~County . (1) This ~ 753.016:1979 c. 105.60 (13) 1981 c. 96353 1985 a. 1761995 a. 201
sectionapplies only in théudicial circuit for Milwaukee count_y 753.03 Jurisdiction of circuit courts.
(2) Court ROOM; OFFICES. The county board shall provide
suitablecourt rooms and 6€es, thesherif shall provide the nec
essarydeputy sherfs asattending dfcers under s59.27 (3)and

The circuitcourts
havethe general jurisdiction prescribed for themaltjcle VII of
the constitutionand have power to issue all writs, procassl
S ; " commissiongrovided inarticle VII of the constitutioror by the
:jhe cI;erk IOf |£hef C|rc|l|J|tthco_ur(tj shall p(rjo;)nde ahﬁurbrgttrr]]umbert of statutesor whichmay be necessary to the due execution of the
éputy clerks for all the judges and branches of the Court. — ,qayersvested in them. The circuit courts have power to aedr
(3) DEPARTMENTOFFAMILY CONCILIATION. (a) There is created geterminewithin their respective circuits, all civil and criminal
adepartment of family conciliation under the direction and supg{ctionsand proceedings unless exclusive jurisdiction is given to
vision of a director of family conciliation. The director shall:  some other court: and they have all the powers, accordithg to
1. Receive all marital complaints and make a proper dispoasagesf courts of law and equitpecessary to the full amdm
tion thereof; pletejurisdiction of the causes and parties and the full and com
2. Make investigations of the faatpon which to base war pleteadministration of justice, and to carry intdeet theirjudg-
rantsin the cases hereinbefore specified and in all ottetters ments,orders and other determinations, subjecetaew by the
duly referred to said department; court of appeals or the supreme court as provided by fahe
3. Exercise such supervisiamconnection with the exercise courtsand the judges thereof have power to award all such writs,
by said courtof its jurisdiction as the judges thereof may dulprocessand commissions, throughout the state, returnable in the
order. proper county

o History: 1977 c. 187%.92; Stats. 1977 s. 753.03983 a. 192

(b) All persons in this department shall kmh records "?‘S Supremecourt forbids circuit courts to exercise jurisdiction regarditggilization

may be provided by lawThe court may by order close the filestf incompetents. In Matter of Guardianship of Eberhatdg W (2d) 539, 30RW

of matters before the court if the court determinesghhtication (2d) 881 (1981). 3

of the matters is contrary to public policFhe court maynake S‘(?(e:rt“’/‘f to ‘,l\gé‘z’)”v sec. 8, citing State Spanbaued 08 W (2d) 548, 322 NW (2d)
. . . . . App. .

suchother orders as may be in the interest of children in sueh magee note to 48.12, citing StateleQue, 150 W (2d) 256, 442 NW (2d) 494 (Ct.

tersand the public morals. App. 1989).

(c) The department shall have such investigaderare autho . . . . . I
rized by the county board of supervisors of the couityeinves 753.04 Writs, how issued; certiorari. All writs issued

tigators shall be appointed by the courdgpartment under s. from the circuit court shall be in the name of the state istn-
4%.215 PP y rdep sin, shall bear date the day they are issued, be attested in the name

() The county board of supervisathe county shall provide of the judge of the circuit in which issued, and if there is no such

. ; : , then in the name of the chief judge of the court of appeals
for such assistants, stenographic and otherwise, as needed to %%%Z chief justice of the supreme court, be returnable on a date
the director of family conciliation in carrying out the purpose o ertainwhich is not more than 60 days from the date of issuance

subs(3) to(5) particularly in regard to the proper disposatnair nlessotherwise directed by lawy the judge or byule of court ‘
tal complaints. The director and all other persons in the deparE !

. e signed by the clerk, sealed with the seal of the court and
mentshall be appointed by the county department undé.215 directedto some dfcer or persorauthorized to serve or execute

exceptin cases oth_erW|s<_a expressly provided for . thewrits. All writs of certiorari issued to review any action taken
() Al public officers in said county shall refer all domestiqyy 5 county board, town board, common council of any city or
complaintsmade to them to said director of the depa”mem.ﬁﬁardof trustees of any village, or any record lawfully in the-cus
domesticconciliation who shall dispose of all matters before it ifbdy of a county clerk, town clerk, city clerk or village clerk may
propermanner _ _ be addressed to and served upon the proper county clerk, town
(4) EQuiPMENT. The board of supervisors of said county shadlierk, city clerk or village clerk, respectivelwho shall make
furnishsaid court@nd said department of family conciliation, th@eturnthereto.

judges,officers and employes thereof with suitable accommoda History: 1977 c. 18%.92; 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.04.
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753.04 CIRCUIT COURTS

Seenote to art. VII, sec. 8, citing State ex rel. CzapiewskMilw. C.S. Comm. 54
W (2d) 535, 196 NW (2d) 742.

Seenoteto art. VII, sec. 8, citing EdmondsBoard of Fire & Police Commrs. 66

W (2d) 337, 224 NW (2d) 575.

753.05 Seals. The circuit courts in theeveral counties shall
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(b) Door County The circuit has 2 branches.

(c) Kewaunee CountyThe circuit has one branch.
(d) Marinette County The circuit has 2 branches.
(e) Oconto CountyThe circuit has one branch.

haveseals,and they may direct and from time to time alter the (f) Outagamie CountyThe circuit has 7 branches.
inscriptionsanddevices thereon; and the respective county boards(g) Waupaca CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.

shall furnish such seals as shall tlered; and when any such

(9) WITHIN THE 9TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (C)

courtshall be unprovided with a seal the judge may authorize tBRrenceand Forest counties. The circuit has one branch.

useof any temporary seal or of any device by way of seal until a
sealshallbe so provided. The seals now in use by said courts shal
continueto be the seals thereof until others shall be provided

accordingto law
History: 1977 c. 18%.92, Stats. 1977 s. 753.05.

753.06 Judicial circuits.
circuitsas follows:

(1) WITHIN THE 1ST JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (a)
Milwaukee County The circuit has 46 branches.

(2) WITHIN THE 2ND JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
KenoshaCounty The circuit has 7 branches.

(b) Racine CountyThe circuit has 10 branches.
(c) Walworth County The circuit has 4 branches.

(3) WITHIN THE 3RD JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT.
JeffersonCounty The circuit has 3 branches.

(b) Ozaukee CountyThe circuit has 3 branches.
(c) Washington County The circuit has 4 branches.
(d) Waukesha CountyThe circuit has 12 branches.

(4) WITHIN THE 4TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT.
CalumetCounty The circuit has one branch.

(b) Fond du Lac CountyThe circuit has 4 branches.
(c) Manitowoc County The circuit has 3 branches.
(d) Sheboygan CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.
(e) Winnebago County The circuit has 6 branches.

(5) WITHIN THE 5TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT.
DaneCounty The circuit has 17 branches.

(b) Green CountyThe circuit has one branch.

(bn) Lafayette CountyThe circuit has one branch.

(c) Rock County The circuit has 7 branches.

(6) WITHIN THE 6TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
AdamsCounty The circuit has one branch.

(am) Clark County The circuit has one branch.

(b) Columbia County The circuit has 3 branches.

(c) Dodge County The circuit has 3 branches.

(d) Green Lake CountyThe circuit has one branch.

(e) Juneau CountyThe circuit has one branch.

(f) Marquette County The circuit has one branch.

(g) Portage CountyThe circuit has 3 branches.

(h) Sauk County The circuit has 3 branches.

(j) Waushara CountyThe circuit has one branch.

(k) Wood County The circuit has 3 branches.

(7) WITHIN THE 7TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
Buffalo and Pepin counties. The circuit has one branch.

(b) Crawford County The circuit has one branch.
(c) Grant County The circuit has 2 branches.

(d) lowa County The circuit has one branch.

(e) Jackson CountyThe circuit has one branch.

(f) La Crosse CountyThe circuit has 4 branches.
(h) Monroe County The circuit has 2 branches.
(hm) Pierce CountyThe circuit has one branch.

(i) Richland County The circuit has one branch.

(i) Trempealeau CountyThe circuit has one branch.
(k) Vernon County The circuit has one branch.

(8) WITHIN THE 8TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
Brown County The circuit has 8 branches.

(@)

(@)

(@)

The state is divided into judicial

|(d) Iron County The circuit has one branch.

(e) Langlade CountyThe circuit has one branch.
() Lincoln County The circuit has one branch.
(g9) Marathon CountyThe circuit has 4 branches.
(h) Menominee and Shawano counties. The circuit has 2
anches.

(i) Oneida County The circuit has 2 branches.

(i) Price County The circuit has one branch.

(k) Taylor County The circuit has one branch.

(L) Vilas County The circuit has one branch.
(10) WITHIN THE 10TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
AshlandCounty The circuit has one branch.

(am) Barron County The circuit has 2 branches.
(b) Bayfield County The circuit has one branch.
(c) Burnett County The circuit has one branch.
(d) Chippewa CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.
(e) Douglas CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.
(f) Dunn County The circuit has 2 branches.

(g) Eau Claire CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.
(i) Polk County The circuit has 2 branches.

()) Rusk County The circuit has one branch.

(k) St. Croix County The circuit has 3 branches.
(L) Sawyer County The circuit has one branch.

(m) Washburn County The circuit has one branch.

History: 1971 c. 2631977 c. 18%.92; 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.06981
€. 317 1983 a. 506538 1987 a. 75403 1989 a. 65336, 1991 a. 3239, 71, 269,
1993 a. 2131995 a. 225

753.061 Court; branch;judge. (1) In each judicial circuit,
eachjudgeship shall be given a branch numb&achbranch
constitutesa circuit court with all the powers and jurisdiction pos
sessedy circuit courts in circuits having one judge grgd may

be designated in all papers and proceedings either by its respective
numberor by the name of its presiding judge.

(2) Thechief judge of the 1gtdicial administrative district
shalldesignate 2 circuit court branches that will primarily handle
caseghat involve a violation of cH61 involving a controlled
substancéncluded in scheduleor Il under ch961 or a controlled
substancenalog of a controlled substance included in schedule
| or Il under ch961

(2m) Thechief judge of the 1st judicial administrative district
is authorized to designatedrcuit court branches to primarily
handleviolent crime cases that involve a violation 0839.63 if
afelony is committed while armed, and of 840.01to 940.03
940.05 940.06 940.225 943.23 (1g)(1m) and(1r) and943.32
(2). If the circuit court branches are designated undesthisee
tion, 2 shall begin tgrimarily handle violent crime cases on Sep
temberl, 1991, and 2hall begin to primarily handle violent crime
caseson August 1, 1992.

(5) Thestate shall reimburse the county for the costs of operat
ing one of the 2 circuit court branches designated unde(Zub.
thatbegin to primarily handle violent crime casesSeptember
1, 1991, including the one-time cost of courtrooamstruction.

The costs reimbursable under this subsection shall be pdtteby
statetreasurer to the county treasurer pursuant to a voucher sub
mitted by the clerk of circuit court to the director of state courts
andshall be paid from the appropriation unde2&625 (1) (as)

The amountreimbursable under this subsection may not exceed
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$383,100in the 1991-92 fiscal year and $0 in the 1992-93 fiscal (3) Same. Persons serving as county court judgesjnty

year. courtreporters and assistant county court reporters, as specified
2H7isﬁr§: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 1751989 a. 1211221991 a. 391993 a. 921995 in sub.(1), for Milwaukee county on July 31, 1978, shall have the
a.zl,

option of receiving compensaticand continuing in the retirement
systemestablished undehapter 201, laws of 1933 follows:

(a) The salaries authorized underz30.12and751.02for the
judgesand reportershall be paid by the state treasurer to the
countytreasurer pursuant to a voucher submitted by the clerk of
circuit court to the director of state courts. The county treasurer
shallpay the amounts directly to the judges and reportershand

753.065 Naturalization proceedings, venue. For thepur
poseof naturalization proceedings onpursuant to federal stat
utes(8 USC 142}, the counties of this state shall tensidered
asone district. A resident of this state whetitions for naturaliza
tion may file the petition with the 6€e of clerk of circuitcourt
locatedin any of the following cities:

(1) Superior.

(2) Eau Claire.
(3) La Crosse.
(4) Wisconsin Rapids.
(5) Green Bay
(6) Sheboygan.
(7) Ashland.

(8) Wausau.

(20) Janesville.
(11) Fond du Lac.
(12) Madison.
(13) Waukesha.
(14) Kenosha.
(15) Racine.

(16) Elkhorn.

amountspaid shall be subject to the retirement system established
underchapter 201, laws of 1937

(b) The state shall pay to the county treasurer in the manner
specifiedin par (a) on behalf ofthe judges and reporters the
requiredemployer contribution rate as provided undetG05
If the required employer contribution ratader the retirement
systemestablished undehapter 201, laws of 1933 greater than
the required employer contribution rate undedA®.05 the state
shallpay 50% of the diérence to the county treasuréior future
retirementbenefits, the judges and reporters shall be given the
sameconsideration as other elected countfic@ls and county
employesunder the countg’ retirement system. Reporters €ov
eredunderthis subsection may be dischad only for cause and
in connection therewith shall bd@ided the same rights a hear
ing and appeal as employes in the classified state service.

(4) CouRT PERSONNEL;OPTIONS. As state employes, county
court judges, county court reporteasd assistant county court

reportersas specified isub.(1), who are denominated or become
circuit court judges and reporters on August 1, 1978 pamsons
753.07 Circuit judges; circuit court reporters;  assist-  servingas circuit court judges and circuit court reporters for Mil
ant reporters; salaries; retirement; fringe benefits. waukeecounty on July 31, 1978, shall have the option of remain
(1) JupGES AND COURT REPORTERS. Persons serving as countying as participants under county life and health insurance pro
courtjudges in this state on July 31, 1978, shall be denominag@msto the extent of their participation in such programns
circuit court judges as provided amapter 449, laws of 1978e¢  Februaryl, 1978. The state treasurer sisalimiannually pay to
tion491 Persons serving as county court reporters in this statetR@county treasurepursuant to a voucher submitted by the clerk
July 31, 1978, shall be circuit court reporters on August 1, 197 circuit court to the director of state courts, an amount equal to
Personsserving as assistant county court reporters for a courtgk state contribution for life and health insurance for otioen
record, authorized as full-time employes by a county baafrd yaraplestate employes. The county shall pay the cost of ary pre
supervisorsand not paid on a per diem basis and who wefgiymsor life and health insurance exceedihg sum of the state

employedin that capacity on February 1, 1978, shalkreuit  contriputionand the employe contribution as required under the
courtreporters on August 1, 1978. On August 1, 1978, a”d'theéﬁuntyprograms. ploy a

after,all circuit court judges in this state shall receive compensa (5) EXERCISED IN WRITING.

tion under s20.923 and astate employes shall be subject to chs. NG.  The options to remain under
40 and230, except as otherwise provided in this section. county programs under this section shalldercised in writing

(2) COURT PERSONNEL;MILWAUKEE COUNTY. Personserving on forms provided by the director of state courts not |#tan
as circuit court judges and circuit court reporters for Milwauk ovemberl, 1978 and the action shall apply retrospectively to

countyon July 31, 1978, shall have the option of receiziog: ugust1, 1978.

pensatiorand continuing as participants in the retirensystem _ (6) DETERMINATION. In this section‘required employer con
establishedinderchapter 201, laws of 193@s follows: tribution rate” means the total amount paid to the retirement fund

(a) The persons shall continue to receive salaries directly pd@f Similar participants including actuarially determingdrent
ablefrom the state in the same amount as they were receiving@FtS:@ny prior service amortization costs and any amedint
July 31, 1978, and sucelaries are subject to40.05 The bal employe contributions presently paiy the employer These
anceof the salaries authorized under280.12and751.02for the ~ équiredemployer contribution rates are subjecannual redeter
judgesand reportershall be paid by the state treasurer to th@inationby the actuaries of the respective retiremsystems;
countytreasurer pursuant to a voucher submitted by the clerkhspwever,the contribution rates for elected publicfiofals and
circuit court to the director of state courts. The county treasuéheremployes shall be determined separately when the calcula
shallpay the amounts directly to the judges and reportershaendtionsare actuarially availabiieom the Wisconsin retirement sys

amountspaid are subject to theetirement system establishedemand adopted by the employe trust funds board.
underchapter 201, laws of 1937 History: 1973 c. 991977 c. 185.92; 1977 c. 418s.748, 749, 1977 c. 449Stats.

. 1977s. 753.07; Sup. Ct. Orde@8 W (2d) xiii (1979)1981 c. 965s.55, 56, 67; 1981
(b) The state shall pay to the county treasurer in the maneq5§ss_6, 13 up rd (2d) il (1979)1981 c. 96

specifiedin par (a) on behalf ofthe judges and reporters the

requiredemployer contribution rate as provided undet®05 753,073 Expenses. A circuit judge shall be reimbursed by

If the required employer contribution ratader the retirement the state for actual andecessary itemized expenses incurred in
systemestablished undehapter 201, laws of 1933 greater than the dischage of judicial duty outside the county of residence, and
the required employer contribution rate unde#8.05 the state i attending meetings of the judicial conference or the committees
shallpay 50% of the diérence to the county treasuréior future yhereof, and as a judgeesignated to serve on the judicial adminis
retirementbenefits, these judges and reporters shall be given {hgive committee or the subcommittees thereof.

sameconsideration as other elected countiicafls and county  \jisiory: 1971 ¢ 254.19, 1977 c. 18%s.92, 135 1977 c. 273449, Sup. Ct.
employesunder the countg’retirement system. Order,88 W (2d) xiii (1979).

History: 1973 ¢.12s.37; 1977 c. 18%.92; Stats. 1977 s. 753.065981 c. 332
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753.075 Reserve judges; service. (1) Derinimions. In  if the court is not engaged in the trial of jury cases. Evdigeof
this section: attendingcourt upon the order of tipgesiding judge shall have the
(a) “Permanent reserve judge” means a judge appointed by $a&epowers and authoritgs the sherfif and shall be paid out of
chiefjustice to serve an assignment for a period of 6 months. Fiée county treasugyupon the certificate dhe judge, compensa
manentreserve judges shall perform the same duties as otfieh equal to that fixed by the county board. No sudicafmay
judgesand may be reappointed for subsequent periods. be paid for any day when thewurt is not in session unless specially
(b) “Temporary reserve judge” meamfudge appointed by the Orderedoy the presiding judge. o )
chiefjustice to serve such specified duties on a day-by-day basi€4) Whenthe courtis opened by proclamation it shall be in the

asthe chief justice may direct. following words: o
(2) EucBiLITY. The chief justice of the supreme court may Hearye! hearye! hear ye! the circuit court for the county of ....
appointany of the following as a reserve judge: Is now open. Silence is commanded.

(a) Any person who has served a total of 6 or more years as Igstory: 1977 c. 18%.92; 1977 c. 334Stats. 1977 s. 753.10.

supreme court justic, court of appeals judge or a circuit judgezs3 175 Fees; where paid. Any feereceived by a judge of
(b) Any person who was eligible to serve as a respige  acourt as a court commissioner shall be paid into the county trea
beforeMay 1, 1992. sury except that any amount payable unde8®t.68 (1)to a
(3) CompENSATION. (a) Temporary reserve judges shallreportershall be paid to such reporter
receivea per diem of $205. Commencing August 1, 1993, tempoHistory: 1977 c. 18%s.92, 135 1977 c. 323.16; Stats. 1977 s. 753.175981
rary reserve judges shall receive a per diem of $225. Commending’s-2202
August2, 1994, and every August 2 thereaftbeper diem for 753 19 Operating costs: circuit court. The cost of opera
temporaryreserve judges shall be increasedftg/same percent o, of the circuit court for each countgxcept for the salaries of

age increase as the total percentage increase in cCircuit CoiRgesand court reporters provided to be paid by the state, and
judges’salaries authorizeduring the preceding 12-month periody, canifor the cost assumed by the state under this chaptehand

endingon August 1. While servingutside the county in which 4204730 and except as otherwise provided, shall be paid by the
theyreside temporary reserve judges shall also receive actdal county.

necessaryexpenses incurred in the disoferof judicial duties. ™ igior. 1973 c81: 1975 c. 126199 1977 ¢. 185,92, 135 1977 c. 449Stats.
This per diem compensatias not subject to €0.26but the com  1977s. 753.191981 ¢. 96
bined amount ofthis compensation and any other judicial eom_ County in which proceedings are brought must fe@yof appointed guardian ad

pensatiortogether with retirement annuities under thisabinsin 'tem. Romasko Wilwaukee, 108 W (2d) 32, 321 NW (2d) 123 (1952).
Servicesof appointed counsel for non-indigent individuaivil commitment

retirementsystem, the_ MilwaUkee county re_tirement fund angkaringshould be paid by countyState ex. reChiarkas vSkow 160 W (2d) 123,
otherstate, countymunicipal, or other \igconsin governmental 465NW (2d) 625 (1991).

retirementfunds received by him or her during any one calendajState %}Jb”g %Efe”dﬁ!‘ott gouﬂty\t/vastfbligateﬁitﬁo pay costs of necessary expert
: P nessesired by appointed private attorney without prior approval as required by
year shall not exceed the yearly compensation of a circuit JUda#\e. Payment of Winess Fees in State Muisman, 167 W (2d) 168, 482 NW (2d)

The per diem compensation and actual and necessary expessggct. App. 1992).
shallbe paid from the@ppropriation under 20.625 (1) (ajvhen )
thejudge is assigned to a circuit court and from the appropriati6g3.22 When court to be held. If a matter appointed toe

unders.20.660 (1) (awhen the judge is assigned to the court dteardat a specified time is not heard at the time appoirited,
appeals. standscontinued and may be heard at any time, unless the court

(b) Permanent reserve judges shall receive compensati) ietrsro_thl%g‘;"'sihg
equalto the compensation for the 6-month period of a judge of thé"**"" ¢

courtto which they are assigned. This compensation is not subjggt 3 Night and Saturday sessions.  In each circuit hav

t0 5.40.26but thecombined amount of this compensation and anyq 4 or more branches, at least one branch stiaéidule and hold
other judicial compensation together with retirement annuitiegessjonsat least one Saturday and 2 evenings after 6 p.m. per
underthe Wsconsin retirement system, the Milwaukee countyyonth. In each circuit having 2 or 3 branches, at least one branch
retirementfund or other state, countyunicipal or othe?iscon-  ghajl hold one session per month Saturday or in the evening
singovernmental retirement funds received by binher during fter6 p.m. In single branch circuits, Saturday and evening ses

anyone calendar month shall not exceed one—twelfth of the yeaglyns may be held as the convenience of the litigants requires.
compensatiorf a circuit judge. Permanent reserve judges shalkyistory: 1977 ¢. 449

receivehealth insurance calculated under4§s05 (4)and40.52 o
(1) or (2) and vacation benefits calculated unde230.35 (1) 753.24 Where court to be held. (1) Circuit court shall be
Compensatiorfior permanent reserve judges shall be paid from theld regularly at the county seat.
appropriationunder s20.625 (1) (b) (2) Provisionmay be made, by court rule, for holding canrt
History: 1971 c. 125211 1973 c. 901975 c. 2241977 c. 291977 ¢. 188.92,  gny city, village or town in the county other théire county seat
1977c. 418ss.749g 749h 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.075979 c. 34.2102 - P .
(®) (ay 1979 c. 3818810“2096; g 185,10, 1983 a. 271952 a 255.6.1087 Wherethe court finds that there asglequate facilities provided
a.27,143 1989 a. 311991 a. 39269, 1993 a. 1655.3567, 3893 1993 a. 402 andthere is sufcient business to warrant holding court.
This section does notfefct a presiding judge’powers and jurisdiction. Starke v i i i i i
Village of Pewaukee. 85W(28) 272, 55 ,\?WP(Zd) iy (1578)_ (3) If courtis held in a city or village located partly in the
countyfrom which the judge was elected and partly in anpther

753.077 Preservation of judgments.  All judgments of judgemay hold court, except for trials of criminaferisesany:
County courts which were entered prior to August l, 1978’ awereln that Clty Or'Vlllage, the same as if it were entlrely within
judgmentsof the circuit court fothe county where the judgmentthe county from which he or she was elected.

wasentered. No such judgment may have any othdeetfthan ~ History: 1977 c. 4491993 a. 246

thﬁijslﬂggrqgg ?eﬂgwhen it was originally entered. 753.26 Office and records to be kept at county seat.
y: : Exceptin branches Nos. 4, 5 and 7 of the ciraatrt for Rock
753.09 Jury. The jurors shall be summonedappear at such county,every circuit judge in this state shall maintain in his or her

time as the presiding judge directs. office the books, papers and records of the codhtsatounty seat
History: 1977 c. 18%.92 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.00. of the county in which thiudge holds dice, which ofice and the
books,papers and records thereof shall at all reasonable times be
753.10 Attendance of officers, pay; opening court. open toaccess and inspection by any person having any business

(3) Unlessotherwise directed by the presiding judge, rf@cef, therewithexcept as otherwig@ovided by law Originals of judg
otherthan the clerk, shall be paid for attending court or the judgeentsor orders made under circuit court jurisdictiorbedinches
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Nos.4, 5 and 7 of the Rock county circuit court in Beloit, shall be (d) The clerk of the circuit court is the department head of the

keptat the county seat. clerk of courts department of the circuit for the coyrgycept
History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 651987 a. 75 branchesassigned probate jurisdiction, as to all personne}, pro
o . curementpudget and related matters.
753.30 Clerk of circuit court; duties, powers. (1) The History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 3%.92 (16) 1995 a. 201

clerk of circuit court shall keep the books and records under Snon-judicialofficer performing ministerial function at behestjofige acting in

59.40(2) (a)to (i) and ch.799 and perform the duties under sjudicial capacity is entitled to absolute immunity from civil liabilifjord v Kenosha

59.40(2) (j) to (q) for all matters in the circuit court except thoséounty,160 W (2d) 485, 466 NW (2d) 646 (1991).

underchs.48 and851to 880.In counties having only one circuit .

judge, the circuit judge, with the approval of the chief judge of thé23.32  Clerks, etc., not to be appraisers. ~ No clerk or

judicial administrative district, may appoint the cleficourt reg  Otherperson employed in thefife of any circuit judge may be

isterin probate. The appointments are revocable at the pleasidgpointedcommissioner or appraiser in any matter that is within

of the circuit judge. Appointments and revocations shall be tihe jurisdiction of the judge or of the circuit court.

writing and shall be filed in the fide of the register iprobate.  History: 1977 c. 449

If appointed for this purpose, the clerk has the powerslaties

of registers in probate. prosecutions of ordinance violations in753.34  Circuit court for Menominee and Shawano

the circuit court in counties having a populatioh500,000 or counties. (1) Menominee county shall not beganized sepa

more,an assistant chief deputy clerk appointed usdbr(3) (a) ratelyfor circuit court purposes, butédspart of a joint circuit court

or one of his or her deputies, shall enter upon the records of theMenominee and Shawano counties, which constitusiegée

courta statement of the feihse chaged, which shall stand &#ise  judicial district. No circuit judge for Menominee county may be

complaint, unless the court directs formal complaint be madelectedseparatelybut the duly elected judges of the circuit court

The defendant plea shall be guilty or not guiltand shall be for Menominee and Shawano counties sbale as judges of the

enteredas not guilty on failure to plead, which plea of not guiltyjrcuit. The books, papers and records of thie@bf the judges

shallput all matters in such case at issue, any other provisfongna|ipe kept at the county seat of the county in which each has his

law notwithstanding. or her principal dice or, at the discretion of the judges, at either
(2) In counties with multibranch circuit courts, the clerk of ciror both county seats.

cuit court may appoint one or more deputies for each branch. A(2) Eachcircuit judge for theircuit court for Menominee and

g?;# é%g? ?ﬁénéﬁggifggﬁta particular branch may serve any Othghawancnounties may appoint a register in probate or may jointly
. o . appointone register in probate to serve the court. If one register
(3) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more thg prohate serves the court, thia of the register in probate
clerk of the circuit court shall: shallbe in the city of Shawano

e ooy (2) Theauaified electors afenominee coutyshal be
9 ble to vote at every election for circuit judge.

and ordinance matters in circuit coutigfthe clerk of the circuit .
courtor such chief deputy clerk shall sigh extradition requisi ~ (4) The county boards of Menominee county and Shawano
tion papers as required by law countyshall enter into an agreement proratihe joint expendi

1. The assistant chief deputy clerk or one of his or her depufidEesinvolved in conducting the circuit court, and for such-pur
shallbe present at easiession of the circuit court assigned crimiPosesthe county board of Menominee county may appropriate,
nal and trafic cases and shall perform all ministerial acts requird@Vvy and collect a sum each yearfaiént to pay its share of the
by and under the direction tife judges, and when the court is nogxpenseshut no portion of the initial cost, or amortization of debt
in session, may take bail for the appearance of any person uriiiethe Shawano county courthouse or repaiaintenance or
arrestbefore the courts for a misdemeanordrafic violation, improvementof the same or items which are taxable costs
subjectto revision by the courts; the clerk or one of his or her-degoetweenthe parties shall be included as a joint expendifoire
ties, shall issue all processes under the ctehidnd and the seal prorationpurposes. If the 2 county boards are unable to agree on
of the court and attest it in the name of the judge, signing it by fh@ratingthe joint expenditures involved, then the ciraourt
title of office, and shall tax costs; the clerk or arfidais or her dep  judgesfor the circuit court for Menominee and Shawano counties
uties,may issue warrants upon complaint filed in writing and upahall, underappropriate notice and hearing, determine the prorat
oathin all cases. The complaintgarrants, recognizance, cem ing of the expenditures, dhe basis of the volume and character
mitments attachments, venires, subpoenas andtiadir writs and of work and responsibilities, to each coyntyder suclprocedure
papersin the courts shall be in substance in the form provied asthey prescribe. If the circuit judges areable to agree, the chief

rulesduly adopted and published by the judicial conference. j,qgeof the judicial administrative district shall make the deter
2. In prosecutions of ordinance violations in the court, th@ination.

clerk, or oneof the clerks deputies, shall enter upon the records
of the court a statement of thdasfse chayed, which shalstand
asthe complaint, unless the court directs fore@hplaint to be . . s X
made; then the defendanplea shall be guilty or not guiltgnd _otherap_proprlate place. T_he propace of trial of civil and Crim
shallbe entered as not guilty on failure to plead, which pleebf inal actions commenced in the court shall be the place in either
guilty shall put all matter the case at issue, any other provisioRPUNtywhere the judge orders proceedings held.

of law notwithstanding. (6) Thejury commissioners of Shawano county shall serve as

3. The clerk and deputies and the potiffcers attending the jury commissioners for the circuit coufbr Menominee and
circuit court branches assigned criminal anditraises and serv  Shawanacounties, and the jury list shall be known as the jury list
ing its process shall receive no fee. for the circuit court for Menominee and Shawano counties.

(b) Appoint, under s€63.01t063.16 an assistant chief deputy  (7) All fines andall costs and fees collected in circuit court for
clerk of circuit court for the exclusive handling of the clewWork Menomineeand Shawano counties in causes of action arimhg
in all civil matters in circuit court excluding probate and juvenilef Menominee county shall be accounted for and paid uveer
matters. s. 59.40 (2) (m}o the county treasurer of Menominee county and
(c) Appoint, under s$3.01t063.16 an assistant chief deputyin causes of action arising out of Shawano county shall be
clerk for the exclusive handling of the cleskivork in the branches accountedor and paid over under 89.40 (2) (m)}o thecounty
of court assigned juvenile matters. treasurer of Shawano county

(5) Thecourt may order proceedings held at the county seat in
Menomineecounty or at the county seat in Shawano cownty
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(8) All process and pleadings and documents of the court slaainistrativedistrict. The chief judge of the judiciatiministra
be entitled, “Circuit Court for Menominee and Shawadoun tive district shall file the localule prior to the rule efective date.

ties”. The court administrator for the judicial administrative district
History: 1977 c. 4491981 c. 3171995 a. 201 shallsend a copy of the filed adopted or amended rule to the clerks

) ) o ) of circuit courtin the judicial administrative district, the secre
753.35 Rules of practice and trial court administration. tariesof the local bar associations in the district, the state bar of

(1) A circuit court maysubject to thapproval of the chief judge wisconsin,the state law library and thefiok of the director of

of the judicialadministrative district, adopt and amend rules-gostatecourts. A person may submit to the chief judge of the judicial
erning practice ithatcourt that are consistent with rules adoptegldministrativedistrict written comments on a rule for the chief
unders.751.12and statutes relating to pleading, practice and pridge’sconsideration in determining whether revision ofrille
cedure. The court shall file each adoptedamended rule with the is needed. The clerks of circaiburt in the judicial administrative
clerk of circuit court. Except for a rule adopted or amended as afistrict shall print and make available to the public, at cost, all
emergencyule, the court shall file an adopted or amended rujglesadopted undeBCR 70.34

prior to the rules efective date. The clerk of circuit court shall (3) The state bar of \iéconsin, the state law library and the
senda copy of the filed adopted or amended rule to the secretgfyrysof court to whom copies of rules are sent under this section

of thelocal bar association in that circuit, the court administratgha|serve as repositories of the rules sent to them under(&lbs.
for that judicial administrative district, the state bar aéttinsin, and(2).

[and] the state law library and thefiok of the director of state  hisiory: Sup. Ct. Order N®3-14 185 W (2d) xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Order No.
courts. A person may submit to the court written comments orea-09 187 W (2d) xix (1994)1995 a. 225

rule for the court consideration in determining whether revision _ . . .

of the rule is needed. The clerk of circuit court shall print anfp3-40 Contributions to crime prevention organiza -

makeavailable to the public, at cost, all rules adopted or amendﬁ?ﬁs- A circuit court may require a person violating an ordinance
underthis section. thatprohibits conduct that is the same as or similar to conduct pro

NOTE: 1995 Ws. Act 225inserted the bracketed “and” without showingit hibited by statestatute punishable by fine or imprisonment to
asunderscored and deleted the peceding comma without showing it as stricken. makea contribution not to exceed the maximum amount of the
No change was intended. Cowctive legislation is pending. forfeiture which may be levied to a crime preventiogamization

(2) The chief judge of the judicial administrative district shalf the court determines that the violator has the financial ability to
file a local rule of trial court administration adopted or amendegakethe contribution.
under SCR 70.34with the court administrator for the judicial History: 1995 a. 28
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