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CHAPTER 950
RIGHTS OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES OF CRIME

950.01 Legislativeintent. 950.05 Servicedor victims and witnesses.

950.02 Definitions. 950.055 Child victims and witnesses; rights and services.

950.03 Eligibility of victims. 950.06 Responsibility for rights and services.

950.04 Basic bill of rights for victims and witnesses. 950.07 Intergovernmental cooperation.

950.045 Victims; application for parole or pardon; releases; escapes; correctid®0.08 Hotline, information and mediation services.
programs.

950.01 Legislative intent. In recognition of the civic and  (3) To receive protection from harm and threathiarm aris
moralduty of victims and witnesses of crimeftitly and voluntar  ing out of their cooperation with law enforcement and prosecution
ily cooperate with law enforcement and prosecutorial agenciefprts, and to be provided with information as to the level of
andin furtherrecognition of the continuing importance of suclprotectionavailable.

citizencooperation to state and local law enforcementtsfand (4) To be informed of financial assistance and other seeal

the general dkctiveness andvell-being of the criminal justice vicesavailable as a result of being a witness or a victim of a crime,
systemof this state, the legislature declares its intierthis chap includinginformation on how to apply for the assistance and ser
ter, to ensure that all victims and witnesses of crime are treatédes.

with dignity, respect, courtesy and sensitivity; and that the rights (5) To be informed of the procedurelte followed in order to
extendedn this chapter to victims and witnesses of crime are hogipply for and receive any witness fee to which they are entitled.
oredand protected blaw enforcement agencies, prosecutors and (6) To be provided, whenever possiblesecure waiting area
judgesin a manner no less vigorous than the protectidosd®#d  during court proceedings that doest require them to be in close

criminal defendants. proximity to defendants and families and friends of defendants.
History: 1979 c. 219 (7) To haveany stolen or other personal property expedi
950.02 Definitions. In this chapter: tiously returned by law enforcement agencies when no longer

(1) “Child” means a person who is less than 18 years of adleededs evidence. |f feasible, all such propeeicept weap
e~ . S ) fis,currency contraband, property subjectevidentiary anaky

(Im) “Crime” means an act committed in this state which, s and property the ownership afhich is disputed, shall be

committedby a competent adult, would constitute a crime, as,rnedto the person within 10 days of being taken.

definedin s.939.12 or which, if committed by a responsible child, (8) To be provided with appropriate employer intercession

would Eonstltute a oylyellnquent act under 888 A servicesto ensure that employers of victims and witnesgés
(2) “Department” means the department of justice. cooperatavith the criminal justice process and the juvenile justice
(3) “Family member” meanspouse, child, sibling, parent orprocessn order to minimize an employeloss of pay and other
legal guardian. _ _ benefitsresulting from court appearances.
(4) “Victim” means a person against whom a crime has been(9) To be entitled to a speedy disposition of tiase in which
committed. theyare involved as a victim or witness in ord@minimize the
(4m) “Victim and witnesoffice” means an ganization or lengthof time they must endure the stress of their responsibilities
programthat provides services for whidhe county receives in connection with the matter
reimbursementnder this chapter (10) To have the family members of all homicidéetims
(5) “Wwitness” means any person who has been exjzected affordedall of the rights undesubs.(1) to (4) and(6) to (9) and
to be summoned to testify for the prosecution, or whoeagon analogous services unde950.05 whether or not they are wit
of having relevant information is subject to calllizely to be nessesn any criminal proceedings.
calledas a witness for the prosecution, whether or not any acti?,olﬁistory: 1979 ¢.219 1983 a. 102364, 1985 a. 31; 1987 a. 33%.64; 1989 a.
OFHFiJSft?):;?eg %gc.hzalzl)gg; E?I%nggg‘amg‘ir‘fgig w7310 Ap%?ei*g%tgﬁo 973.013, citing StateJohnson, 158 W (2d) 458, 463 NW (2d) 352 (Ct.

P _— . . . Requiremenin (1) of notice to victim of defendasttelease from custody applies
950.03 Eligibility of victims. A victim has the rights and is 1o all felonies chayed under ch. 948. Notide to be given to victims of all crimes

eligible for the services under this chapter only if the crime hakaged under ch. 940, whether misdemeanors or felonies. Notice requirements of
beenreported to law enforcement authorities. sGtg%utleapply to individual persons, not business enterprises or corporai$oAsty.
History: 1979 c. 2191991 a. 159
L . . . 950.045 Victims; application for parole or  pardon;
?/5?:04 Bé"s"?t bill of rlgfhts_ for vtzctlms%han;j l\fwtn_esse_s.ht _ releases; escapes; corrections programs.  Victims of
Icims and with€sses of crimes have the Tollowing Ngnts. = crimeshave the right to provideritten statements concerning
_ (1) To be informed by locdaw enforcement agencies and thearoleapplications under 804.06 (1) (€)to have direct input in
district attorney of the .flnal dI.SPOSI.tIOH of the case. If the crimgye parole decision-making process und&0g.06 (1) (emand
chaged is a felony or is specified in &40, the victim shall be 5 provide written statements concerning pardon applications
notified whenever the defendant or perpetrator is released frofgers.304.10 (2) Victims of crimes have the right to be notified
the governor under £04.09 (3) _ _ releasesinder s971.17 Victims of crimes have the right to be
(2) To be notified that a court proceeding to which they havgtified by the department of health and family services under s.
beensubpoenaed will not go on as scheduled, in order totkave971.17(6m) regarding terminations or discgasunder s971.17
personan unnecessary trip to court. Victims of crimes have the right to be notifiegl the department
(2m) To have the court provided with informatipertaining of corrections under 801.046 (4yegarding community residen
to the economic, physical and psychologicédéetf of the crime tial confinements, under 801.048 (4mYyegarding participation
uponthe victim of a felony and have the information considerad the intensive sanctions program, undeB@&1.38 regarding
by the court. escape$rom a pe 1 prison, under 802.115regarding thexpk
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ration of sentences and undeB84.063regarding parole releases.unders.908.080r967.04 (7)and(8) and the duty to expedifgo-
Victims of acts of sexual violence have the right to be notified lyeedingsunder s971.105

the department of health and family services unde®&f.11 (c) Advice to the district attornegoncerning the ability of a
regardingsupervised releases under980.06 and dischages child witness to cooperate with the prosecution angtitential
unders.980.090r 980.10 Victims have the right to be notified effectsof the proceedings on the child.

of the registration of a persaand the update of information (d) Information about and referrals to appropriate social ser
regardingthat person under 801.46 vicesprograms to assist thuild and the child family in coping

NOTE: This section is shown asapealed and ecreated eff. 6-1-97 by.995 i i i i _
WIS AGL440 P S o with the emotional impaaif the crime and the subsequent-pro

950.045 Victims; application for parole or pardon; releases; ceedingsn which the child is involved.
escapes; corrections programs. Victims of crimes have the right to povide (3) PROGRAM RESPONSIBILITY. In each countythe county
‘c’j".”“et”. saements CO”ICQC;”"‘.Q pavle aEP“Cé‘"O”S ””dfjf s. 303‘2')-2%%)5 t(° h";“’e ; boardis responsible for the enforcement of rights and the provi
irect input in the parole decision-making pocess under s. . em)and _. . . - -
to provits’e writtenpstatements concerninéJ Sardon applications under s. 304.10 sionof serwc_es under_thls section. _A county may S_eek reimburse
(2). Victims of crimes have the right to be notified bydistrict attorneys under ~ mentfor services provided under this sectaspart of its program
s.971.17 (4m) egarding conditional releases under s. 971.17.icéms of crimes  plan submitted to the department unde®50.06 To theextent

have the right to be notified by the department of health and family services i i i ot ;
under s. 971.17 (6m)egarding terminations or discharges under s. 971.17.i¢/ possible, counties shall utilize volunteers and existing public

tims of crimes have the right to be notified by the department of comctions res_ourceﬁor the provision of these services.

under s. 301.046(4) regarding community residential confinements, under s. History: 1983 a. 1971985 a. 263.8; 1985 a. 31.

301.048(4m) regarding participation in the intensive sanctions pogram, under o X .

5.301.38 egarding escapes tim aType 1 prison, under s. 30215 regarding the  950.06 Responsibility for rights and services. (1) In

e;(P"{’ﬂ'Of“ of Se?ﬂ?nlces af';d U“?ﬁf s. ﬁ?ﬁ-obeegaﬁ!ng Eafg,'et(e'tei?es- Wmih eachcounty the county board is responsible for the enforcement

of acts of sexual violence have the right to be notified by district attorneys or the : I :

department of justice under s. 980.1 regarding supervised eleases undes. of rlghts under $950.04and the_pI‘OVISIC_)n of .serVICes un.der S.

980.06and discharges under s. 980.09 or 980.10. 950.05 A countyboard may decide to discontinue enforcing the
History: 1987 a. 2441989 a. 311991 a. 2691993 a. 971995 a. 74440, rights under s.950.04 and the provision oervices under s.

. - . 950.05and the only penalty shall be the loss of reimbursement
950.05 Services for victims and witnesses. (1) Coun- undersub.(2).

tiesare encouraged to provide victims and witnesses the following (2) Thecosts of enforcing rights undera§0.04and provid

services: e . ) . ing services under 850.05shall be paid for by the countyut the
_(a) Court appearance notification services, includiageella  coyntyis eligible to receive reimbursement from the state for the
tion of appearances. , , . costsincurred in providing services under960.05 For costs
_(b) Victim compensation and social services referia8ud-  jncurred on or after Januarg, 1982, the county is eligible to
ing witness feecollection, case-by-case referrals and publigceivefunding from the state for not more than 90% of the costs
information. . ] incurredin providing services under 850.05 The department
_ (c) Escort and other transportation services related to tgall determineghe level of services for which a county may be
investigationor prosecution of the case, if necessargdwisable. reimbursed. The county board shall file a claim fgimburse
(d) Case progress notification services which may be-comentwith the department. The department shall reimburse the
binedwith services under paa). countiesfrom the appropriations under29.455(5) (c)and(g) on
(dm) Assistance in providing the court with information-pera semiannual basis for services providéfia county has a pro
tainingto theeconomic, physical and psychologicdkef of the gramplan approved after July 2, 1983, the department may reim

crime upon the victim of a felony burse the county only for services provided on or after January 1,
(e) Employer intercession services. 1984.
() Expedited return of property services. (2m) Notwithstandingsubs.(1) and (2), the county is not
(g) Protection services. responsiblefor providing or paying for theotification of pardon
(h) Family support services, including chddd other depen @pplicationdescribed under 850.04 (1) _ )
dentcare services. (3) Thecounty board shall provide for the implementation of
(i) Waiting facilities. the countys plan under sul§4). Two or more counties may sub
(2) Countiesare encouraged to assist victimsenforcing Mit & joint plan under sulgd).
their rights under s950.045 (4) If the county seeks reimbursement under (@), the
History: 1979 c. 2191983 a. 1021987 a. 244 countyboard shall submit a program pl@anthe department for its
) o ) ) approval. The county is eligible for reimbursement under(&yib.
950.055 Child victims and witnesses; rights and ser - only if the department has approved the plan. The program plan

vices. (1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT. The legislature finds that it is shall describe the level of services to victims and witnesses that
necessaryo provide child victims and witnesses with additionahe county intends to provide; the personoehgencies responsi
consideratiorand diferent treatment than that usualljoafledto  ble for relatedadministrative programs and individual services;
adults. The legislature intends, in this section, to prothiese proposedstafing for the programproposed education, training
children with additional rights and protections durineir and experience requirements for program fstafd the stdfof
involvementwith the criminal justice or juvenile justice systemagenciegrovidingrelated administrative programs and individ
Thelegislature ues the news media to use restraint in revealingl services; the county’budget for implementing thogram
theidentity of child victims or witnesses, especially in sensitivendother information the department determiteebe necessary
cases. for its review The plan shalprovide that the district attorney
(2) ApbDITIONAL SERVICES. In addition to all rights &brded to local law enforcement agencies and the cosinsll make avail
victims and witnesses under250.04andservices provided under ableto the person or agency responsible for administering the pro
$.950.05 counties are encouraged to provide the following-addjramall reports or files, except repodsfiles which are required
tional services on behalf of children who are involved in crimindly statute to be kept confidential, if the reports or files are required

or delinquency proceedings as victims or witnesses: by the person or agency to carry out prognasponsibilities.
(a) Explanations, in language understood by the child, of &lchyear the county board shall submit a report to the department
legal proceedings in which the child will be involved. on the operation ofhe plan, including the enforcement of rights

(b) Advice to the judge, when appropriate and as a friend of teder s950.04and the provision of services unde®50.05
court,regarding the child’ ability to understand proceedings and (5) Thedepartment shatkview and approve the implementa
questions. The services may includeroviding assistance in tion and operation of programs and the annual reports under this
determinationoncerning the takingf videotaped depositions section. The department may suspend or terminate reimburse

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/304.063
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/980.11
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/980.06
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/980.09
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/980.10
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/301.46
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/440
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/440
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/244
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/269
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/97
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/74
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/440
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.05(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.045
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/219
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/102
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/244
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/908.08
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/967.04(7)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/967.04(8)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/971.105
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.06
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/197
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/262
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/262,%20s.%208
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/311
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.06(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/20.455(5)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/20.455(5)(g)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.06(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.06(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.04(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.06(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.06(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.06(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.06(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/950.05

3 Updated 95-96Wis. Stats. Database RIGHTS OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES OF CRIME 950.08

mentunder s20.455 (5) (cland(g) if the county fails to comply to provide crime victims and witnesses with all of the following
with its duties under this section. THepartment shall promul services:
gate rules under ch.227 for implementing and administering (a) Information and referral to available services.
countyprograms approved under this section. (b) Crisis counseling and emotional support.

History: 1979 c. 2191981 c. 201983 a. 27364 1987 a. 2441991 a. 159 (c) Assistance in securing resources and protection.

(2) Thedepartment shall provide an informational progtam

950.07 Intergovernmental cooperation.  The county inform crime victims, the general public, criminal justicéaidls
board, district attorney local law enforcement agencies, locahndrelated professionals about crime victim rights sadiices.
socialservice agencies, victim and witnesioets and courts shall  (3) The department may receive complaints, seek to mediate
all cooperate with each other to ensure that victims and withessesiplaintsand, with the consent of the involved partastually
of crimes receive the rightsd services to which they are entitlednediatecomplaints regarding the treatment of crime victims and

underthis chapter witnessedy public oficials, employes or agencies or undeme
History: 1979 c. 2191995 a. 310 victim and witnessssistance programs. The department may act
. . ) o . asaliaison between crime victims or witnesses and others when
950.08 Hotline, information and mediation services. seeking to mediate these complaints.

(1) Thedepartment shall maintain a toll-free telephone numbemistory: 1991 a. 39
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