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1997 WISCONSIN ACT 264

AN ACT to renumber and amend 93.51;to amend 20.115 (4) (d), 93.50 (1) (d), 93.50 (2) (a), 93.50 (2) (am) and
93.50(3) (f); to repeal and recreate 93.51 (1), (2) (title) and (c) and (3); atactreate 93.52 and 904.15 of the statutes;
relating to: the farm mediation and arbitration program, the farmer assistance program, exit from and entry into the
dairy industry and granting rule—making autharity

shallensure that each mediator receivefigaht train

ing in mediation processes, resolving conflicts, farn fi
nanceand-management-and-the farm-credit-system and
practicego-enable the mediatoredit and other subjects

to develop or maintain the skills necessarperform his
or her functions under this section.
SecTioN 4. 93.50 (2) (ampf the statutes, asfatted
by 1997 Wisconsin Act 27is amended to read:
93.50(2) (am) Selection of arbitrators. The depart
mentshall select aarbitrators-who-areesidents-of this
93.50(1) (d) “Farmer” meana farmeyas defined in  state personsvho have the character and ability to serve
s.102.04 (3), who owns or leases-a-total-of 60-asres asarbitrators and who have knowledgefinancial-or
moreof land that is agricultural property and whose gross agriculturalmatters-oof arbitration or other conflict res

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SectioN 1. 20.115 (4) (d) of the statutes, areated
by 1997 Wisconsin Act 27is amended to read:

20.115(4) (d) Farmer tuition assistance grants.
Biennially, the amounts in the schedule for farmétion
assistancgrants under s. 93.51 (2) (b)

SecTIoN 2. 93.50(1) (d) of the statutes is amended
to read:

salesof farm products for the preceding yesgualed
$20.0000r-moreor exceeded the product of 2,088 multi
plied by the federal minimum hourly wage un@8&rUsC
206 (a) 1., except that the department may waive the

olution processesThe departmentshall-ensure that each
arbitratorreceives-siiicient may providetraining in ar
bitration processeggsolving conflicts;-farm-finance-and

managemenand-the farm-credit system-and-practices to

grosssales requirement if the department determines thatenrable-the-arbitrat@r agricultural issues as partmb-

extraordinarypersonal circumstances warrant waiver

SecTion 3. 93.50 (2) (a) of the statutes, afeafed
by 1997 Wisconsin Act 27is amended to read:

93.50(2) (a) Sdection of mediators. The department
shall select asnediators-who-are residents-of this-state,
personsvho have the character and ability to serve as me
diatorsand who have knowledge of financial or agricul

cessof selecting arbitratorsr to arbitrators selected by
thedepartment to enab&bitrators to maintain the skills
necessaryo perform-his-ohertheir functions under this
section.

SecTioN 5. 93.50 (3) (f) of the statutes is amended to
read:

93.50(3) () Mediation. The function of thenediator

tural matters or of mediation processes. The departmentis to encourage a voluntary settlement among the parties.
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The mediator may not compel a settlement. The mediator
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(c) Advisors shall be compensated for travel and oth

shallschedule meetings of the parties, direct the partieser necessary expensesamounts approved by the-de
to prepare for the meetings, attempt to achieve a mediategpartment.

resolutionto the issueamong the parties and, if the par
tiesrequest, assigie parties in preparing a written agree
ment. All mediation meetings shall be held in this state
and be conducted under the laws of this state.

SecTIioN 6. 93.51 ofthe statutes is renumbered 93.51
(2) (a) and amended to read:

93.51(2) () The department may provide consulta
tion andassistance to distressed farmers, which may in
cludebut isnot limited to providing employment and re
training counseling forfarmers needing employment
otherthan farming, operating program in which volun
teersadvise_or counsdhrmers about financiahatters
and other concerns and operating a crisis hotfioe
farmers. In-addition,-the

(b) Thedepartment may make grants to low—income
farmersfor thepurpose of paying all or part of the tuition
for a farmer who enrolls in a course on farm bodiness
managemertechniques déred by a technical college.

SecTioN 7. 93.51 (1), (2) (title) and (c) and (3) of the
statutesare created:

93.51(1) DeriNITIONS. In this section:

() “Farmer” has the meanimgjven in s. 93.50 (1)
(d).

(b) “Farming” has the meanirgjven in s. 102.04 (3).

(2) (title) AssISTANCEPROGRAM. (C) The department
may promulgate rules necessaryingplement this sec
tion.

(3) Abvisors. (a) The department may select velun
teersto provide advice and counseliggrvices to dis
tressedarmers. Advisors shall haexpertise and expe
riencein relevant areas of knowledge.

(b) The department shall provide any necessary-train
ing to advisors.

(d) Advisors and the department shall keep confiden
tial all information obtained in the process of providing
adviceor counseling. Any such information contained in
arecord is not subject to the right of public inspection and
copyingunder s. 19.35 (1). This paragraph does not ap
ply to information relating t@ossible criminal miscen
duct.

SecTioN 8. 93.52 of the statutes is created to read:
93.52 Dairy farmer exit—entry pr ogram. Thede-
partmentshall administer a program to assist in the trans

fer of farm operations from persons exiting the dairy
dustryto persons wishintp enter the industryncluding
assistancén negotiatingthe financial and legal aspects
of farm transfers. The department shall keep confidential
informationobtained under the program. Any such in
formationcontained in a record is not subject to the right
of public inspection and copying under s. 19.35 (1).

SecTion 9. 904.15 of the statutes éseated to read:

904.15 Communication in farmer assistance po-
grams. (1) Except as provided under sub. (2), no oral or
written communication made in the course of providing
or receiving advice or counseling under s. 93.51 or in pro
viding or receiving assistance under s. 93.41 or 93.52 is
admissiblan evidence osubject to discovery or compul
soryprocess in any judicial or administrative proceeding.

(2) (a) Subsection (1) does not apply to information
relatingto possible criminal conduct.

(b) Subsection (1) does not apply if the person receiv
ing advice or counseling under s. 93.51 or assistance un
ders. 93.41 or 93.52onsents to admission or discovery
of the communication.

(c) A court may admit evidence otherwise barogd
this section if necessary to prevent a manifest injustice.




