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Thank you for Chairman Ott, Honorable
Committee Members, and special guests for
this opportunity to testify before the
Assembly Agriculture Committee regarding
Assembly Bill 267. AB 267 designates
Colby Cheese as the official state chees)e.‘of

Wisconsin.



The only cheese native to the United
States originated during the 19" Century in
a small city in Northern Wisconsin called
Colby. Colby is located on the Marathon

and Clark Couty line.

This location is significant, as Clark
County and Marathon County are number 1
and number 2 in milk production in the

state, respectively.



In 1‘885, Joseph Steinwand developed a
new variety of dairy product which would
eventually bear the name “Colby Cheese”
derived from its city of origin.  This
significant event has made the city of Colby,

Wisconsin a historical landmark.

Since that time, Colby cheese has
flourished and today is recognized as one of
the premiere cheese varieties throughout the

world.



Colby Cheese is unique to Wisconsin,
and the United States. Most other cheese
- varieties are of European descent. I believe
it 1s time that we begin rénewing our
confidence in and celebrating the pride we
hold in our state and country by honoring

Colby Cheese as an historic commodity.



We all know our dairy industry is the
backbone of our economy here in

Wisconsin.

Given the problems our dairy industry is
experiencing today, we must do all w can to
actively ~promote ~ Wisconsin’s  cheese
industry. Recognizing Colby cheese as the
official cheese of Wisconsin would go a
long way towafd promoting our dairy
industry as well as bring in much-needed

tourism dollars to Colby, Wisconsin.



It 1s important to note that every 1 pound
of Wisconsin cheese sold, means a farmer
has sold another 10 pounds of milk to

produce that cheese.

Thus, not only is it critical that we
acknowledge the very things which have

made our state so successful, we must

actively promote them in order to keep our

economy alive for our family farmers.



As Wisconsinites, we take great pride in
our special heritage. Likewise, the unique
story of colby cheese, named after the great
city of Colby, deserves to be recognized for

its contribution to our state’s history.

Unquestionably, Colby cheese is a
success story which the residents of
Northern Wisconsin take great pride in

sharing.



On behalf of Colby cheese producers,
the City of Colby, Wisconsin, and our entire
agricultural community, I strongly
encourage you to support AB 267 and make
colby cheese the official cheese of

Wisconsin.

- Thank you again for this opportunity to
testify before the Assembly Agriculture
Comnljttee today. I would be happy to
answer any questibns that members of the

committee may have at this time.
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RESOLUTION NO. 4-1897
RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT

WHEREAS, Colby Cheese was crested by Joseph Steinwand in
1885 in hie Cheese Factory located southwest of the City of
Colby, Wisconsin: and

WHEREAS, Colby Cheese is the only dairy product to be native
to Wisconein; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Steinwand used the name of the C;ty/Townshlp
for his new produet

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the Common
Council of the City of Colby support the recognition of Colby
Cheese 2= the State Chessze for the State of Wisconsin.

(ppist? 0 3 prmasld

ﬁmzs W Sehmidt, Mayor

ATTEST:

Connia Gurtnar, Clerk



