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A woodland winter of discontent

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel February 23, 1997

Crandon Mine proposal
sparks new battles in north

By Don Bsx_m
of the fournal Sentinel staff

Crandon — This city of

fewer than 2,000 peopie —

. picturesque and snow-cov- -
ered ~— has’one main street,
several blocks long. The For-

est County Courthogse looms

in the town square above the '

. squat taverns, one restaurant,

- a bank, federal agricultutal

office and smattering of refail
stores.
This is the setting for the

more. than decade-long
squabble .over a  proposed
high-tech hole in the ground
just south of the small county
séat the Crandon Mine.

‘Crandon Mining Co., 2.

Wisconsin - partnership | '
formed by Exxon Coal and |
. Minerals Co. of Houston and
- Rio Algom Ltd. of Toronts,
last:week took one more step
ftoward its: goal of opening an '}

underground zinc mine in
Wisconsin’s North Woods
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Cindy Emmons, & mine consul-
tant from Salt Lake City, said
Wisconsin has the most ;
hensive mine review process in the
country. The engineering behind
the proposed Crandon Mine, she
said, is unlike anything that has
gone before it

“We used the latest technologies,
including technologies that are not
normally used in mines,” she said,

Mine opponents have challeng. legal

ed the mine company 1o point to
one hardrock sulfide mine that has
ggyhﬁwoﬁaﬁé;mgg o :f.;g

i - ‘a mine offi
Gl e o i e
which ’wm:sd put the mine on hold
o, 0 H 1 S e be exam:

gseitasa :

avoiding environmental catastro-

“What is 20 years in the millen-
nium of time?* ssked Robert
Reenes of the Federation of
o it o
would have to lie with our mis-
takes, as we have Hved with the mis-
takes of ions before us.”
commissioned by the mine compa-
1y, that cites six examples of exem-
Shibilski -asked
they fear the momtorium if there
are examples of mines that would
meet the bill's requirements and
ab;h,e moratonng;{m unreason-
its standards~as in requiring the
mode] mine to be in "a similar sul-
fide ore body™ ~ are 00 vague and
ingless, an open invitation to

S OF generations us,
- Mi .ofﬁﬁaispmducq;%.as_mdy.__

.,,‘, m. .

“You have some of the
toughest environmental
laws, if not
the toughest, in
the country.”

DALE ALBERTS,
Crandon Mine Co,

Hmvirdsbmckesamﬂla. adminis-
trator of the DNR division of land,

ining Co.—3a part-
igom Ltd. of Toronto - is seeking
deral, state and local permits to
remove 55 tons of ote rich in zinc
and ¢ from -a 550acre site
five miles south of Crandon and
two miles east of the Mole Lake

years of research, cosf

‘of the way
s feders

Alberts said Monday that the
people of Wisconsin ‘should have
faith in that permitting process.

“You have some of the
Tonghent in e ot o e
in the country,” i
fied. “We ::ﬂ, # our gyropgsat‘is
allowed to] judged ... by obiective
scientists ... be successful in the per-
mitting process.” .
But opponents of the mine
made it clear Monday that they
don't have faith in the process.

Gav%fmnmy %%:mpmn son's elimi-
to Gov. on’s elimi
Intervernor in . Stte Jostis
ervernor in the
1 @ statefunded DNR
watchdog, and to the governors

successful bid two ve 0 1o
mhmcmwm&na

Ty cabinet officer Who sorves At the

This is a politicized agency,
said Carl Zichella of the Sierra
Club. “The  public ' intervenors
office has been abolished.”
fomesm::l;i:somy 'biiedheat?i;i;
I { public
the senate will hold on the bill. .

%mkieﬁ.kmkyao ski
¢ cler manski,
estimated that testmony was run-
ning five or six to one in favor of
the moratorivm,
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"Popu‘lation falls
at boys’ lockups

State plans to convert
2 other juvenile facilities
into prisons for men

By SaM MarTING
AND RICHARD P. JoNEs
of the jml Sentinel staff -

There has been r dramatu:

drop in the number of residents -

at the state’s two lockups for

boys as the state tries to tum two -

facilities planned for juveniles
into prisons for men, officials
said Monday.

A change in state law requir-
ing 17-year-olds to be tried as
adults is the reason for the de-
cline, according to Silvia }ackson,
assistant administrator of juve-
nile institutions for the Depart.

-said Mon

ment of Corrections.

The change, which took eﬁect

in january 1995, resulted iw a
drop of more than 150 admis-
sions to Ethan Allen School in
the Town of Delafield and Lin-
coln Hills School near Wausau in
1996, -
Elg’hteen -months ago, the
poptdahon at Ethan Aflen had
climbed to 525 ;uvenxles But:Su-
permtendant Jean Schneider
-that since the new
law took e “the population
there had dropped to 389 resi-
dents,

At Lincoln Hills, the resident
population was 422 a year ago.
Now the population in 399 resi-
dents, said Jerry Westerhouse,
business administrator at the fa-

‘ 5 "Ii has been lower consistent-
" iy through this year,” he added.

Gov. Tommy Thompson has
using the former Mar-
ther tprt:;:n school at Prairie
has a!so adult inmates, ge
proposed converting the
:800-bed juvenile institution in
Racine to an adult prison to help
-relieve
A 'ﬁwmpm aide said Mon-
day that if Racine and Prairie du
Chien accepted the ‘E:oposais,
the state would use
only for offenders aged 17 to 23,
' At a‘cost of $13 mﬁhon, the
state converted the former prep
school:into a secure 138-bed ju-
institution due to open ju-

?l mwastorehm

$25 million Racine facili-

due ﬁc openm January wonld

t institution

inmates aged 17 to 23. The

Prairie du. Chien institution,

however, would be used for

mg adult criminals only for
year 1998,

.. "The gov s arpmach to

-nny commnmty is based on that

being supportive of
% on” sp?:hxef of

*bh&. }o&m
Jom: ling is, the governor won't
.jnme a:tytlung on these commu-

~ "We’re in discussions with
both communities, and the lead-
“ers of Prairie du Chien and Ra-
tine have been goud partners.
Wehweahalehme, and we're
Famgmworhtuut”

Corrections meh? Michael
witivan is scheduled to meet

y evening with Racine
lesz&entsﬂ‘who are against the

+ Racine commumty leaders
and activists said Monday that
giae state was breaking two
it made initially in sell-

Racine on the inner-city proj-

' mthahtwouldserwauly;uve-

niles aged 15 to 17, and that 25%
ofth:ewbswou!d to n
80 to nearby

Opponents recently enlisted
activist Elizabeth Erven, who last
"year led the succesefirl campaign

: (R

“H it were up to me, I would
ask the attorney general if it's
ossible to sue the state for a
ait-and-switch,” Erven said.
Sen. Kim Plache {D-Racine)

*The bot-

..Cont. next page
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Benefits of mining touted inside
whiie piotesters march outside

By Don Beuwm
of the Journal Sentine! statf

Flambeau Mining Co.’s
open pit copper mine in Rusk
County became “the most sig-
nificant event for Ladysmith in
the 20th century,” Don Rubow,
a retired Ladysmith High
School principal, told mining :
industry representatives Tues-

of an “Environmentally Re-

sponsible Mining” conference,

sponsored by the Wisconsin®
Mining Association and its in~
dustry members, including
Crandon Mining Co. and Wis-
consin Manufacturers & Com-
merce. The meeting was held
,ati-the Grand Milwaukee Ho-
tel. . B . : '
" Rubow said the mine,

er industrial employers, while

tax pay.oents bronght needed

revenues to county coffers,
“For the residents, the real

-{ impact of this mine is just be- |

ginning to surface,” he said,
citing an estimate of $10 mil-
lion in various taxes the coun-
ty and other municipalities
will recefve from the verdure,

In conirast to Rubow's

day at a conference in Milwau- | which started .excavation in glowing description of Lady-
kee, .0 U ' 1993, helped turn around more | smith’s experience, a few doz-
Rubow, a County Board | than two decades of high un-
member, spoke at the final day | employment and losses of oth-
remove 55 million tons of ore Milwaukee during the state Leg-
from its deposit two miles east of | islature’s eurrent floor session.
en mining op nts walkeda | the Mole Lake Chippewa Reser- One goal of meeting organizers
peaceful picket line outside | vation. ‘ was to reduce public support for
the hotel, Asked why he walked in pro- | a metal mining moratorium bill
Most of the protesters were | test of the pro Dan Trem- | proposed by Democrats in the
teenage students from 5 pala, 16, said: “Mining is killing | Assembly and Senate

e High School, 3134 W. State
gt-as'lfhesdml,onﬂm campus of

the Indian Community School, is

operated by the Forest County |

Potawatomi tribe, an opponent | ing a different message from Pat

of Crandon Mining Co’s pro- | Magee, a resident of Wenatchee,

posed underground zinc and | Wash., and a neighbor of the

copper mine south of Crandon | now-closed Cannon gold mine.

in Forest County, . S Magee described the mine as

.. “Get Out of Town, Crandon *urban,” - use it ‘sits on the | 'O 10

Mining Co,” vead the. sign held | south boundary of Wenatchee, | O

by Dmy }ohnfzs‘.. " l'.',:‘.; :‘ oy pALILLI M H & .‘ izt

member of :the. Oneida.wibe, | { A0 sesidents known.as “the |- k)

with more than a dozen | apple capital of the world.”

other classmates on a hotel side- The mine operated down the

walk facing southbound motor- | street from Magee’s home for

ists on Howell Ave. | nine years. Today, there is no
Crandon Mining Co. is a Wis- | trace of its production facilitie

consin partnership formed by | he said. Schools have converted

Exxon Coal and Minerals Co. of | other corporate buiidings into

Houston and Rio Algom Lid. of offices and an equipment main-

Torento. The is seeking | tenance shop.

federal, state and-loafpemmsto The conference was held in

“Inside the hotel, however,

Tommy. Thompson, wou pm-
hibit the state from permitting
an{ new metallic mineral mine

i

1535051 FALRL- T,

; d ‘such a niin
that had been closed for 10 years
without contaminating water re-

More than 275 le - most
of them _ the Cran-
don Mine -~ attended a state
Senate heéaring Monday  in
Green Bay on the proposed mor-
atorium.

. The ‘Bill, if adopted by the
conference participants from | and signed by Gov.
throughout the US. were hear-
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Hearing gives a vmce to both

Opponents of the proposed mme
outnumber supporters six to one

mng:nbuﬂdaBSSmtmlmgsheidms
pond, filled with what ‘he called: to:nc
wastes.ﬂaatwenidbe

ByEd cumane
Pcﬁ&mﬂmﬁm

GREB;L&AY hgarethanm
packed a state senate hearing room
admcnws and” en:ts of ha

tonnmonhaxﬂrockmuung
theméustrycanshowmp!w :

@monmemaﬁy safe ‘way,”. smd'
Dale Alberts, public affairs man-
amfozmecmhﬁmws
They argued ate isa
unreasonable, ‘emotionally based b;gg:;,
mmmg,aamdustrywhwhmakes
g possible.

TP W A

thc
matcmmsmdmeb;ﬂmnm .
He said the state should under-
takc analysis of risks and ben-
eﬁﬁsbefmaaliwmgmmhardmckuunm_
0 in northern Wisconsin, -
ménlzmthcmhwoods,hasadonm
region’s clean-water lakes and streams, gen-
erates more than $5 billion in wummic

activity each yeasr, Shibilski said, and'is a
industry

sustainable based on a renewable  discreti
resource. .
He said the Crandon Mining Co. is pro-

s1des of Cra,ndon mmmg debate

] mm mrs

lThehardmdcmmepmposad
by Crandon Mining Co. would
rermove 58 million tons of sul-
fide ore from an-

underground
upos:tmrhagitswyearﬁe

lﬂmmbodyisabmton
'abmgz,aeofasmeap ItMQms '

i E'IMcreﬂ'taaniobswould'be' |

created by the mine. Stale and
iocal taxes during its lifetims
mﬂdappm&bﬂmm

"'lmwastetasmgseonm
- ing-sulfur and heavy metals
- would be segregated from the

snvironment in a landfill with a
liner composad in part from lay-
ers of clay and a heavy-duty
plastic membrane. The waste
sitswwldbemaiamestinma
slata, covering an area of 350
amstoaéapmofeafeat

I-Tmatsd wastewater from the
mine would be discharged into
the Wisconsin River through a
35-mile pipeline,

-.CONt. next page
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ht back with,
Ig success’ examples

Advocates fi

By RonSeely mentally Responsible Mining,” put  final decision is still more than &
Environment reporter on by the Wisconsin Mining Asso- year away. :5

MILWAUKEE — Consultants clation, the National Mining Asso-
hired by Crandon Mining Co. re- ¢iation, Wisconsin Manufacturers hea%tgd f%feefmﬁﬁigiﬁf‘
leased a report here Monday that & Commerce and several other po'Conid pornid Tmining in el
detalled several “mining success Pro-mining groups. - . state until a mining company hagt
stories” in response to efforts by “Environmentally responsible cited a hard rock mine that oper<
mining opponents to impose a leg- mining is the norm across the ated safely for 10 years, then wag]
islative moratorium on mines C B : shut down and reclaimed ow

nn%mey cgn%?:nmved safe.- - — - - a 10-year psaé‘zi‘gg-wavsri*thmr_stA po!iut:
e consultants - mining wommmmmm . ing surroun waters, A hearg
environmental experts Jeffrey Is the norm across m e - ing on that proposed bill wag
Todd and Debra Struhsacker B norm across the country. held Monday inGreen Bay.  «
- cm;ducted._n(llare % i?g Debra Struhsacker , Desgite_ the 1L=.txtemh ésfe dna&

nterviews and  visite ini ironmental expert tionwide search, the Crando:
mines o put together a list of mfmng anvTon ing consultants were un«
hard rock mines with good en- : ) able to find a mine in the counw
vironmental records. country,” Struhsacker said. “It's try that meets both requirements)
' not an aberration.” of the proposed law. 4

ﬁmw ;;;:Iude 'ini_nis in Che;}e- S ” " !
rado, Californip, Washington, Mis- Crandon Mining Co. is 2 part- trubsacker, who has worked 2
souri and Montana. Also on the Jist pership formed bi;gm andp;rtm years as a geologist and has also!
is the Flambeau Mipe, aa-opeé: Pt Algom. The companies want to con%tlx}ted for Noranda Mineriais,;
copper mine near Ladysmith in  pune o s Y another mining company  explor. .
northwestern Wisconsin that 15 Jind b eonmer o 1o e 1ag In. Wiscomsin Lot cameony
* Struhsacker presented the re- ters of the WoIf River. The state
sults of the survey at a twoday Departmeni of Natural Resources

[ meeting here cailed “Environ- is studying the permit request and

and Mill ear Denver, which has

mine be- ily reciaimed companies responsi-
for 10 years before being offered b for cleanup far into the fg-
asps:ginfm Mchmlwaag

are trary, meaningless techne!
irrelevant” e e aad tectmologies o
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Critics: New techniques
for safe mmmg untested

reportsr
Mlning opponents Monday
said & proposed mining morato-
rium is necessary in Wistonsin to
protect against environmental
disaster,

Almam:gontlmpmpesed
moratoriunm, which would
quuemmngmpameshgive
- an example-of :a -mine that has
-been safely. closed for 10 years, =

msm;ﬁmmmm

ing Dwsdﬁlnmn,wxﬂ:tbeﬂm-
mpact

Exmn ‘as a ﬁ-
But opponents on Monday million pg;zttwe damages

can't afford to risk our state’s riv-
ers, Iakes, and drinking water

OUR

VIEW

‘Tough’ minihg stance
difficult to believe

id Gov. Tommy Thomp-

son “get religion™ on
the: envmment ~=and spe-
cifically on the proposed
Crandon mine in northeast
Wisconsin?

We're skeptical.

Yes, the: governor did in-
sert proposals in his 1997-99
state budget that he says
“get tough' on mining com-
panies. But they fail to fully
addrens the problem, fail to
undo the grave harm done
to environmenta) protection
by his 198567 budget, and
fall far. sb,onzaof comprehen-
sive mining iaws proposed
1ast 'year by state Rep.
Spencer Black, D-Madison.

The budget Thompson
presented Wadnnm wouzd

But as & result of its ef-
fective jobbying effor:s, the

state's mining industry Is
subjeetmlessrestﬂcﬁve

199597 budget interfered
with the state's ability to
protect the environment
from the effects of mining.

That budget biil politi-
cized the state Department
of Natural Resources by
making the agency’s secre-
tary an appointes of the .
governor. It aiso emascu-
1ated the publc intervenor's
office, an environmental
watchdug agency that had
enjoyed bipartisan support
since the 19608, by moving
it to-the DNR from the De-
partment of Justice and
eliminating ity power to sue
the state on behalf of the
public, ‘

The Crandon mine threat-
ens twp of our largest riv-
ers, the Wolf and the Wis-
consin.

The Crandon Mining Co.
proposes to extract 55 mil-
Hon tons of zinc and copper
from a metallic-sulfide.
mine. The waste from the

‘operation, which can form

sulfuric acid in the pres-
ence of water, would be
stored in what would be.
come the state's largest
landfill, near the Wolf's
headwaters,

The mine wastewater can-
not be released into the
Wolf, 8 National Wild and
Scenje River, so the com-
pany would pump it 38
mifles and dump it in the
Wiscongin River.,

Last yeur, DNRmmch
ers found that all 20,000 me-
ﬂHio-aulﬁdaminesinNm"

Immdcfaﬁcwmgthe
Crandon Mining Co. to use
Wisconsin as a test for new
technolagy it thinks would
protect resources, the state
sbouldappmveamimng
moratorium. -

ample of a metallic-sulfide
mine that operated for 10
years without polluting sur.
rounding waters,

We would hbave more faith
in the governor's “tough”
stance on mines if e would
support Black’s proposal to
lift all mining company ex-
emptions from state
groundwater laws, ban min.
ing in stute parks, and bar
from operating in this state
mining companies that have
violated environmental
1aws.
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dustry is communicating the
message,” said James Chavis, re-
gna] manager of public affairs
Placer Dome U.S. Inc,, 'a min-
ing interest in: Elko, Nev. “And
Wisconsin is a very difcult en-
vironment economiically and po-
litically to get the message out.”
- Tom Myatt, gemni managa
u Mining Co.

.Ladyamzth said mining. nppoa
nents tend to: “aggravate, in-
flame and canse emotional reac-
tzon as opposed to looking at

Cart Zichella, Sierra Ciub:

“There is no such thing as2 safe

o :sﬂiﬁdé moe"
facts.” Crmdon Mimn has ad-
vertised extensively on televi-

sion, with messages about its at-
tention to environmental :mpact

Norquist: A ‘Net Negatnre’

Norquist criticized both the
:unfemnee and . the Crandon
mining :

"mmmmmumﬂdbe
done without damaging water-
sheds,wsldﬁfe,fomandw

wastes 1o our rivers seem
like a good idea to someone on
Wall. Stxeet, but not ué%:\o sle
who mnoemg an
on merg isconsin and Wolf riv.
ers,” he said.
He said he was concerned
whether the conference in Mil-

intended “to ‘explore the issue or
to continue the pro-mining pub-
lic relations camlpa:gn already
under way on felevision across
the state.”

“Flushing :nd Mng me
wastes to our rivers migh
like a good idea to aom:eone on
Wali: Sfxeet, but not to people
who ‘canoeing and fishing
on the Wisconsin and Wolf riv-
ers,” he said.

‘He said ‘he was concemed
whether ‘the conference ﬂ\i: %ﬂ-

waukee, sponsored 5~

consin Mining b? tmn, was
intended “to ﬂqﬂore the issue or
to continue the pro-
lic refations cam :ﬁ-eady
under way on televxsion across
the state.” .

Imhans, Compmu 'mepﬁ
‘At the: press conference at

... Spotted Eagle High School, 3134
-_-W State SE! Mguomzwe fribal

tives who su ithe new mine.
Hec‘a!i o ing the mine
a ta;:e .of Mother " He

*These pnhhcians have
prosﬂtuhd our mother. .. These
co:porahom are no' mor: than

P'“'P&

‘about the companies
ba :the Crandon- mine, he
sald. money these people
gavesﬁa n 1 h

ought po ahcians, “they" ve

vironmental up, also spoke, .
contrasting what he described as
the realities of the Crandon mine
with what he called the
"Lasme Come Home version”
in‘television ads. -
‘Opponents of the mine an-
nounced they would conduct in-
formational pi outside the
mdnstry conference at The
Milwaukee Hotel at 12:30
p-m. today.
This
mmmwmwm of ﬂm
Journsl Sentinel staff.

hasopemedteraueas: wm
. W’W\GW
sufacewater

ale ',ammpﬁtufﬂse:_'
: 'Mﬁmukeemcraens,men-'

*DNR determines a mmm
hasbemdumﬁima%!aastﬂ' -

' surfaemau:

L Key arguiments

mm bedmckm:gf‘f
msmwwwmg‘;
wlfmmmwdfomandmmﬁ

mmmm
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: "rymeasuxgsatmewmﬂylevelﬁ

Jackson County official seeks
zoning rule to regulate mining

He countywide policy
n%ad because

_ Br}nmwmon :
Mhh}amdm

_ Black Rwer Falis —_— Peopie
sxgmng exploratory mineral |
lease ‘agreements in' Jackson

-Cou.my:_mymfmeastzimf let other.

setof n :
IacksonCmtyBoardChair-
mﬁmmﬁnmmpmgw-
mgazonmgordinance p
- late future: :

*It’s in the works now,” he
said. “Right now the _county
doesn't have any authority over
those agreements. The town-
ships are the ones with the real
power to enact environmental

ons, but 1 feel . there'.

: ;-3m!ébewmehndof

—a8 well”

ﬁ;owmin

‘concern to us.-
‘towns that aren’t zoned," he §

" | minerai. ex?lorahm, D:chnsen

says a4 coun de poli
mzdedbecaugm pg

: Towns that aren’t zoned have :
NO mining regu]aﬁons, hesaid.
~*I-have some real conicerns'] -
about mining safety. Once you
mining eompamu _
: ._m here, and they im Lo :

‘in this, it makes it that
more difficult down the road to
say 1o to it,” he said,
Terry Schmidt, Jackson Coun-
z" zoning administrator, said he
orsamunty ordinance regu-
hﬁngmuung. potential en-
~from min-

mg:soitenbyyassedmfavorof.
‘economic benefits, he said.

"'I‘!nsissomethmgthatisof

| said. “We would have to be care-

Mﬂ? ﬂ‘%'{ oY ,
from’ Trempeaieau Comly as a
--modei

‘ration, prosj

-in me_jgsedmdmmwﬂtﬂwa

fultowordth:ssothatﬂwttmns
gr;zcned would be cm:ered by

Dickinsen said the County

Board may adopt an ordinance

dn Iune, the C!eveland Town

-Board adopted an. ordinance

The proposed ordinance in

‘Trempealeau County places a
b;; of mstmhmg

mining,
The Jackson Coun{y Zoning
Commission is working on a

ﬁroposed ordinance” and will

‘hold a public hearing on the

matter in coming months. Apg
the County Board, perhaps '
bysummer,mchnsen
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Capitol Headlines

Thursday, February 20, 1997

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel February 18, 1997

-..CONL. from prev. page

on the moratorium plan and
askez;l the ag@jethme to withhold
applause and other signs of sup-
' But several mining opponents
received loud ovations early in
edly stopped the procesaiig to
dly sto e eding to
.-a;skythe zpuiience to respect all
. ‘Among the many northeast-
ern Wisconsin residents critical
of state mining: regulations was
“Robert Schmitz,” resident of
White Lake in Langlade County.
-and president of the Wolf River
Watershed, an organization of
. lake associations, wribal groups
¢ 'and fishing clubs, He thanked
.~ the committee for “coming up
- somewhere near the scene of the
- «crime,” referring to the proposed
Crandonmine, .0 0

" Crandon Mining Co, a Wis-

‘congin partnership formed by
Exxon Coal and Minerals Co. of
" Hotiston and Rio Algom Lid. of
- Toronto, has proposed excavat-
ing 55 million tons of zinc and

QT an
e o o A yndergm

‘County. The mitie avd a 220-aiére”

waste rock disposal area, the big-
‘gest landfill ‘ever built in Wis-
- ‘the Town of Lincoln,

" Ctandon: Mining proposes

filling the landfill with nearly

205 million cubic yards of tail-

.. ings, the fine, sand-like particles
- of crushed rock that remain after

the oreis processed. .

.- Schmitz claimed mine wastes

. would degrade water quality in
-~ the entire river basin because

state laws and regulations gov-

erning metal mining are too lax,

. Schmitz and several other

geakm voiced their su; for
e moratorium for just rea-
son.

uid bein -+

“There is no such thing as a

safe sulfide mine,” said Carl Zi-
chella, Midwest regional director
for the Sierra Club, . .

Crandon Mining Co. invited
several environmental consul-
tants to defend the company's
project. Cindy Emmons, a pri-
vate consultant with Emmons &
Associates in Salt Lake City, had
helped the Flambeau Mining Co.
receive state permits for its open
pit copper mine near Ladysmith
in Rusk County.

Metal mining opponents say

mines of the kind planned in’

Crandon, sulfide ore mines; al-
ways damage the environment.

~When that type of bedrock is ex-

_posed to air and water, sulfuric

. acid could form .and seep into

- .ground water or nearby lakes
‘and streams, they say,  ~. -

But Crandon Mining Co. offi-
cials and their -consu_fta_nts_sa
waste % would be xmxeg wi
lime, a buffering compound, so it
does not become acidic.

A series of other poliution
controls, including landfill liners
and caps, also would be installed
to prevent acids from ‘leaking
from the landfill and accumulat-

ing to'high levels in ground wa-
- ter, the company hassaid. .~
“prehensive project review of any

state,” Emmons said.

Emmons and Dale Alberts,
manager of government rela-
tions for Crandon Mining, re-
peated.a plea common to indus-
try supporters who spoke at the
hearing: Allow objective scien~
tists to: gec:de the merits of the

0 o e

P "p?)s:r Jaws would not allow
an environmentally unsafe
mine,” Alberts said.

However, state Sen. Kevin
Shibilski (D-Amherst), a co-
sponsor of the proposed morato-
rium, described the proposed

ban as a “common sense” step.
“The North Woods tourism in-
dustry generates $5 billion to $6
billion in revenues each year,”
Shibilski said. “Those are renew-
able jobs, but we're asked to risk
all of this for short-term econom-
jc gain

gain,

One of the few non-industry
voices of support for the mine
was Kenneth Dantoin Sr, of
Green Bay. Dantoin, who owns
property ‘in Forest County, re-
minded the audience of society’s
dependence on metals,

“There has to be a mine
somewhere, someplace,” he said.
“We can’t have the civilization
we have today without mining,”
Dantoin said. “It's time to get on
with this project.”
Milwaukee: Tough Audience

Two consultants hired by
Crandon Mining Co. presented
their study of the environmental
aspects -of 14 mines nationwide
at the ind ~oriented confer-
ence at The Grand Milwaukee

Hetel, near Mitchell Inteination-
al Airport.

The consultants, Debra
Struhsacker, an environmental
and government relations con-
sultant, and Jeff Todd, senior
project manager for SM. Stoller
Corp,, concluded that each mine
e:_cam_ing;l} was environmentally

. e. .

They said new mines cannot
be judged by evaluating old
mines where there were envi-
ronmental problems and added
that mines of the type planned
for Forest County have been in
operation for more than 10 years
without causing surface or
ground water pollution.

Speakers on a panel chaired
by former Wisconsin Gov. Ton
Earl said Wisconsin is a tougz
place to argue the positive side
of mining’s environmental im-
pact. “A real problem in the in-

- COnt. next page




BY JuL1AN EMERSON
¢ Sgecial to the Journal Sentinet

C e iy
-l ith — A proposed
gwﬁﬁa on minin % Eﬁﬂﬁ?
consin'{s unnecessary in light of
o¥isting state and federal min-
laws, a Department of Natu-
Mw Resources official said Mon-

y.

£iptal Druckenmiller, executive
ng to the state DNR secre-
ary, told more than 300 people
fit a state Assembly public hear-
ﬁﬁ Monday that the mining
oratorium” bill of state mnw
pend¥ Black (D-Madison) Is
ed-on oid mining “horror

#tori d not current mining
m%.. Yol .

J¥Welghink that his proposal
ids ng to the environmen-

tal probection in this state,”

Druckenmiller said. “There are
regulations currently in place to
make sure mining companies
act responsibly.”

In 2 he 8% “exchange, Black
responded to Druckenmiiler by
accusing the DNR of violating
ngn ~trust on. mining. The

NR has become too political
and no longer bases its deci-
sions solely on the environment,
Black insisted,

“DNR has violated the sense
of fair play,” the legislator said.
“I don’t think the DNR should
use Wisconsin as an experi-
ment.” S

The Assembly Environment
Committee held the hearing on
the Senate-passed bill, which
would require mining compa-
nies to prove that no similar sul-
fide Swup. in the world had
caused - wom:mg.non a 10-year
period after it closed.

One committee member, Rep.
Lorraine " Seratti (R-Florence),
reprimanded Druckenmiller for
not making the DNR’s position

‘on the bill clearer before the

rmnms,mrn”mnmamrc.iwmgmwa
anmnw. at the position taken by
the department.

Mining supporters listed state
and federal Jaws they said safe-
guard the environment, Several
metallic ‘sulfide mines in the
country -have been safely re-
claimed after their closure, said
Joan Hansen of Wisconsin Man-
ufacturers & Commerce, the
state’s largest business mg;mw

Wisconsin -has some of the
most strict mining laws in the
country, and efforts to discredit
mining are based on falsehoods,
she added,

“You. can really capitalize on
people’s fears,” she said. “But
most of what is said against
mining isn’t true. It's abso, utely
a bunch of rhetoric and misin-
formation.” -

Menomonie Indian Tribal
Chairman . Apesanahkwat ex-
mﬁwﬁa “alarm and fear” at

ruckenmiller’s statements and
said he is saddened to see a lack
of impartiality on the mining is-

R official criticizes mi ng bill

sue,
DNR officials are ignoring a
number of potential problems
assoclated with dumping proc-
essed sulfide waste in the Wolf
River near the Crandon mine,
Apesanahkwat said.

ose problems, inciuding
the potential lowering of the wa-
ter table surrounding the river
area and a high level of mercury
present in the. ground, may lead
to serious environmental prob-
lems, he said.

Some in the audience carried
anti-mining signs and booed
pro-mining speakers, while oth-
ers said mining provides eco-
nomic benefits too good to ig-
nore,

“A lot of %ﬂwﬂmg tell me %mm,.

ing is on the way out,” La ys-
mww Mayor wa..v.gaﬂd said.
“We have to have something to
replace that with,”

An open-pit mine south of La-

dysmith, which Moore said has

caused an economic boom in the

area, is being closed by the
Flambeau Mining Co.
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fight over recall drive

Group must abide by rules
on campaign finance

By Kevin Muresy
Special to the journal Sentinel

Monday - refused. to stop: the
gﬁ‘» Elections Board from en-
forcing 'state campaign-finance

roup that wants.to help in the
m;:ehtmn drive agaigst'%
" vonsin’s tivo 1.5, senators.

U.S. District Judge Barbara
Crabb dismissed the argument
of Wisconsin - Right to Life,
which called illegally broad or
unconstitutional a requirement
that any group that spends more

than $25 must register with the

hconsin gt Lite b

registered political action com-
mittee, bﬁtpagi;ed Crabb to issue
an injunction that would tell the
state to not regulate other activi-
ties of the 52,000-member or-
Demaocratic Sens. Russ Feingold
and HerbKohl. .~ -~ .

Wisconsin Right to Life acted
because of a letter from the
Elections Board and three deci-
sions by state judges pmhibiz_:ixtg
organizations running “ex-
press advocacy” ads that urge
the support or defeat of a partic-
ular candidate. ganizations
they ‘only sdvoested meaer s

ey issues, a
position or philosophy, and not
a particular candidate.

James Bopp, the anti-abortion
group’s attorney, said the letter
and court mlﬁzc_hﬂﬁdhave unconsti-
tutionally “chilled” the group’s
free-speech rights in the recall
attempt.

If required to register with the

state, the non-profit o:;%amza-
tion would be subject to the cor-
porate ban on contributions fo
candidates or political parties to
fund ~express advocacy, said

-Although ' qualifying. non-
Profit groups can contribate less
than 20% of their gross expendi-
tures for express advocacy, Wis-
consin Right to Life, which has a
budget of more than $1 million,
will not spend that much on the
recall, Bopp said.

“This i§ a classic situation in
which their activities have been
chilled, so they have refused 1o
do any issue. advocacy,” Bopp
said. ; _

But, after Assistant A

‘there was no reason to issue an
“order against the Elections

Board, Crabb ruled that any
such order would be premature,
properly resolve the question.

Crabb also said Bopp had
failed to show the board would
violate the group’s constitution-
al rights.

Wisconsin Right to Life was
afraid that what it wants to do in
o e

“wrongly interpreted by
state officials as express advoca-
Lyons,

Another group, First Breath
Alliance, has said it will spend
up to $150,000 on petition drives
to recall Koh! and Feingold for
their votes on whether to ban a
method of late-term abortion.

The group has until June 6 to
gather 390,959 signatures to
force a recall election, -




night in 8 public hearing
County Courthoumm RAY
About 150 persons f;rcwcfeﬁ i
floor rotirtroom to aif their qui tions
grievances about . - the' . project.” :
eriticized everything from: water

remaining before environm
statements are ‘completed
ments are necessary befor
can be granted.:: . L Hhe e DY

The state Departiient of Natural Re:
sources conducted the hearings as part of
- James P, 1, idwig of Iron River, Mich,, a
biologist who ‘works with mine companies,
opened the public testimony. by blasting
Exxon for abandoning a plan to test mine
thearen, - . .

Exxon suspended plans to take a.10,000-
ton bulk sample from the site betause. of

.- cost and suspected attempts by environ.
- mentalists to postpone the test drilling, -

- “This means there is a higher chanpe of
costly mistakes,” Ludwig zaid, ¢
He said there was no detailed informa-
“tion on the volume of water in the site of
the future mine and the DNR cannot write
& Comprehénsive’ environmental’ impact
statement without that information, .
The biggest"potential _health  hazard
from the mine would be wagte ‘tailings of
fron pyrite. When mixed  with #ir and
water, the pyrites form solphuric acid, =
Exxon has pledged to

ings from getting into area waterways, but
some groups have their doubts. =~

Joseph
.for the Menominee Indians, urged the
- DNR not to allow Exxon to mine the de-

; posit “without ahsolute guarantees” that -
the -

Some tribal members live in the Cran.

.  Wa éh}éi-ged that Exxon was -
a eons:dmz::gﬁreqp'Bay ak the !o«:atiq::;}_fgr a.

! wastes from

the site will not pollute
area. B o

don area, T
A Wausau man

the process for eventually granting the per-

prevent the ;aﬂ: .

Reed, director of mﬁalglanmng :

g Al ‘Gedicks, director of the: G
. - ‘Alternative Mining Development

§Madison, asked the DNR to study. the im.
“pact on northern Wisconsiny of a gu ,
: i mining operatio‘ns_,'%.gtﬁ er than

< possy bIe
3 just.one. : B ‘
.- The present process is to-obtain envi- -

L

« official as
i Bay was a possible site;

opper, zinc
der attack

-refinery of the ore taken from ‘the mi;xe.
Mitchell Gordon Bent quoted a company

saying two years gga_th?ﬂreen

uis Blair, an Exxon senior’ environ-

1s under considération for arefinery,

“The problems have
magnified by .the num
mines In operation,”

- Mining agency director

‘d

" ronmental impact information on each in.

dividual mine. Gedicks said the effects of

" all the mines would combine to devastate

the northern half of the state, B

t . mental engineer, denied that he made that
. statement. He said that no Wistonsin site

umber of ..

I

i

ter for -

- .. The problems have to be magnified by-
R tl_;e'n-um‘beribf'-mﬁwein-'opemtion;’-’ T

‘Nearly 20 mining companies are explor-
ing for various ores i the state, ’

. He also said that Exxon may be conceal-
ing the discovery of other marketable
minerals in the mine. “There may be ura-
nium deposits in that ére body;” he said.

Gedicks said no separate Environmental
Impact Statement wolild be needed if ura-

- mium was mined as 4 hy-product of the

main minerals, To back ‘up his claim that
uranium is present at. the Craridon site, Ge-
dicks sajd that Equgi:@s signed a second
iease on the property.with the Chicago. &
North Western Transportation Company.
-'The second lease spells out royaltjes due
the railroad if uranium is mined there.
Although Crandon residents. were in the

, minority at the hearing; a few did air their .
mm. ’;:a."_:gj'i BEA . L A :- L

= TR Ay

7

C23,¢

A
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4 Pubhcaccess to mining firm.
- files sought by state official

RHINELANDER (AP) ~ The pub-
lic’s” access to’ mine company files
Wwas a major topic Tuesday during the

Second day of a forum on mining,‘with _

Peter Peshek, a state-public interven.

. 0, pointing especially to Exxop USA,
- which is considering sinking z? ‘mine
‘into a Forrest Cgy

" The operation’s enviifoﬁumgniéé and '

PR

w zm:.:-az;ﬂlcq ‘ _f mine laws which are designed to help

Y
~

g
mining impact statements may not beff:%’
ready for public hearings before 1985,
but municipalities which would be af-
fected by the operation deserve, to be
given..all: preliminary -data, Peshek

P e

“IYAN 141981 -

Industrialists are challenging state

predict a mine’s influence on water

tables, wells and water supplies.

Kevin Lyons, an attorney for the
lown in which Exxon's mine could be.
opened, made & similar apen-records
plez to the forum Monday,

Lyons said mining corporations
should not be allowed to withhold in-,
formation under the guise of its being
data they should not have to share
with competitors. .

The subject is being influenced by.a
ruling a few weeks ago by a Circuit
Court judge who decided that 2 com.
pany with a copper discovery near
Rhinelander has right to keep trade
secrets locked up, W i




T T

|" at its Crandoan
.threat of environmental damage.

. DNR

Exxon mining plan under fire

| oan 15 0SSR SEN

Crandon — A mining specialist said the decision
by Exxon USA
copper-zine deposit increases the

James Ludwig, president of Ecoiagic&i-Research
Services Inc., Iron River, Mich., a mining consult-

. ing firm, spoke at a Department of Natural Re-

sources hearing held to gather comments about the
I -monitoring and erification program at ‘the
site, - S e e T '
Ludwig said the prospecting program, which
called for sinking. a test shaft and collecting about
10,000 tons of ore,
‘environmental data
‘mine.
» “Without the program, he said, ‘Exxon cannot
provide DNR with vital information about tailings
composition, water volume and water movement.

He said there also is a higher probability of envi-
ronimentai damage because of mistakes in the mine
design. ;

“There are more arguments for a test mine than

and helped in the design of the

. Againstit,” he said. “This particular team of highly:
qualified personnel has never actually developed a

‘new.mine” . -

_ Robert Russell, Exxon project manager at Cran-
don, said there was little chance the company
would change its decision to cancel prospecting
unless the project timetgbie were delayed.

When he announced cancellation of the program

to cancel the prospecting program

would have provided important

in September, Russell said local staff engineers had
argued against the decision. However, he said; &if-
ficient environmental data was collected ' during
the company’s 6-inch drilling (exploration) project.

Robert Poppe, a mining consultant who has -|

studied the Exxon project for local fowns and envi-
ronmental groups, said much of the data could -be -
collected elsewhere. ;. . - W

Barry Hansén, Exxon technical services

~ .J___"

manag- "

than 50 studied for tailings’ ponds. He gzaid the
Exxon. environmental impact. report- ghou]
completed by the spring of 1982, -almost
months later than hiad been expected, - "

Hansen denied:at the Tuesday dight ‘meeting -
of uranjum were presenit |

that above normat levels
in the deposit and said Exxon has no interest in |
uranium exploration in Wis'cqnsin.‘ c :

Much of the te‘stirhony

the tailings ponds. -
“Every possible precaution has to be taken so
that the Wolf River is not ruined by this mine,”
said Lee Dinsmore,
from  Post Lake, “When push comes to shove in

this part . of . Wisconsin, the people love the lam‘i 1

more than jobs.”

Joe Reed, chief planner for the Menomines Ihdi-
an Reservation, said the Wolf River is the “‘most
prized natural asset of the Indian tribe” and he
demanded that no permits be issued unless Exxon
and the DNR “absolutely guarantee the river
would not be polluted.” .

'ér_, ‘Said three sites have heen 'chcsen‘frbm*;moxfe

involved the possibility |
of seepage of acid and heavy metal pollutants from {*

a Langlade County supervisor |




. RHINELANDER — Judging -« b
- last week’s conference on the impact. of
+mining in Wisconsin, there are many
-more questions than sohé 1SWErs. on
" the issué, B

The two-diMee%mg brought shout -

100 experts and symen concerned
‘about the growth of mining in Wiscon.
sin to Nicolet College in Rhinelander
to share their ideas.
Although only one metalli¢ ore mine
now operates in the state, supporters
“and opponents of mining in Wisconsin
i have already drawn the battle lines for

;.what may prove to be a long struggle ‘mi

“between envtronmentai and economic
- CONCErns.
f}' Representatives of Exxon and Ken-
: necott, two corporations involved in
,potentlai mining operations in north-
wem Wisconsin, spoke of hundreds of
“new jobs and millions of dollars of in-
come generated by mining. operations.

Meariwhile, environmentalists pain:

ted a gloomy picture of polluted rivers,
spmied forests and boom towns.
At a pro open pit iron and zine
“mine in the town of Grant in Rusk
.County, Kennecatt plans & 1,000-ton-

-Ers,

‘a-day zinc and copper mine w1th1n two

years. The highly-mechanized complex
will require only about 100 workers.
' Farther in the future is mining from
the Crandon deposit in Forest County:
Opponents say that iron pyrite
waste rock from both mines could pol-
lute the water supplies around the
mines. = @REEN BAY PR GAZ
The mine companies say the waste
will be isolated from streams and riv-

Environmentalists charge that wil-
derness areas will be ruined by the
mining.
Company officials say that state
conservation laws require reclamation

of all mined lands and point to the suc- .

cess at an iron mine in Jackson
County.

. The Black River Falls mine, the
only operating mine in the state, has
had 10 years of experience and has
shown progress .in reclaiming areas
around the mine.

Opponents of mining use the ghost
towns of the Upper Peninsuls and the
west to show the effects of zmnmg on
the environment.

"Mine questions outnumber answers

Exxon says that up to 750 new 3obs
many .of them for local residents,. wili
result from the Crandon proj ect. That
does not include the “ripple” effect to
the economy from increased: sales to
local businesses caused by & rapid in-
flux‘of money into the region.

Information. published by the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Extension Geolog-
ical and Natural History Survéy ‘shows
that much of northern Wisconsin from
Marinette to Rusk counties have the
proper geological conditions to produce
zinc and copper,

To escalate the war over ore, mine
companies are eexploring - for poss:hle
deposits of uranium in Wisconsin,. .

Although no marketable ummum
ore }:;s been found, er}mo&men e ts
say that prospectmg or the nuclear
fuel could have harmful effects, The
Department of Natural Resourcés”
heen monitoring expioratlon sites and
says ‘that no harmful- radiation has
been found at test drill sites. 7/
But .o uranium . ‘has . hee
either. et
So the fight gm on w1th no cense-
fire in sight.

Aress of Potential Copper-Zinc Occurrences

Speciu! tothe Press- Gazemr

Thss. map from thé University of Wisconsin-Ex-
tensjon?eeoiog:cal and Natural History Survey -

shows 'a wide area of northern

Wisconsin

wh?h rnay contain zinc and copper deposais




cloa;ad as
126-foot
lies about

By TIMEUPRISIN
N ODEMN:WAY PR GAZ.
CR’%QON ~= It has
YOVEvears since Exxon
sdistovered 8 “sizable”
{epodftof zinc, copper and
eadyif ihe gently rolling
ouptryiide five miles south

t ";“ _.,»H I;orseﬁ’tggignty

y ‘ore ever pulled
e ground at the.
eposit came from
i test drillings at
etween 1975 and

ton de

and 0.4 percent lead,

metal
America?

mine the deposit,

havedmultiplied. as plans. for
e
Fear of wastes from the mine
ravishing the wilderness of
Forest County has led to
protests against the project.
Even the tompany ex-
Presses reservations ahout
the underground ming be-
cause it says the state's min-
ing tax is foo high to justify
the mul t-million dofar proj-
Despite  the
XXOn i§ continuin
planning. At same
vironmentalists are

problems,
g with its
time, en.
stepping

y000-foot. long by
wide deposit that
2,330 feet beneath
the surface, The 83-million
posit is about 5 per-
cent zine, 1.1 percent copper

Environmental concerns

eposit have advanced '

How much closer is the
day when the Crandon, site -
will live up to its billing as
one of the largest sulfide
deposits in. North

At this point, it is uncer-
tain whether Exxon will ever

~up the fight. to' have the,
" state deny g ntining permit
to Exxon, o -

The most - optimistic
Exxon officials predict that
" mining will not he under
way until nearly the end of
the 1980s even if no new
roadblocks are thrown in
front of the project.

During a Tuesday night
hearing on the project in the
Forest County Courthouse
‘in Crandon, Barry Hansen,
the project's technicaj direc-
tor, said it would be 2%

years at the very least before

a8 permit is granted to detailing the'dangersits dres:

Exxon, Co waterways from the min
Before the permit is  Thg iggest dan

granted, the state Depart-/, .gglfi metal nine:

ment of Natura] Resources PyTite: waste ‘left ',

must issue an environmentaj : [

impact statement based on
information from Exxon.
hat information must ‘be
verified hy the DNR to
make sure that it is accurate. i
A preliminary description .-y
of the Crandon Project was o
submitted to the DNR ilast
fall. That report, though
lengthy, has heen criticized |
by environmentalists as not




als: and  reduce fugitive
dust.” ; o

“The.. prdjieé; "~ description
- estimates that ghoye 1,500 - g

ailings. will

 tons of sulfide -

be' produced’ every: duy ™

About 10,000 tons of ore 'will
be mined daily, )

But some people are poe
satisfied with Exxon's pro-
posed handling of the wast,,

“This report tells the
public that perhaps there is
going to be some danger in
mining,” said 8. Stephen

Chapman, director of the -
Clear Air, Clear Watey Ine, -
a Minnesota environmental - .
group. “But it doesn’t tel] ug .

a thing: about how te avoid

vould not' pollute the Wolf
River. o F0 Ut

‘the tribe to support the proj-

.by the mine are the social

Reed, planning di.

streamsitwas impossible for p

hance of of miscalculations 7

Ex¥on canceled the test
g because of cost and
Sition  from: - environ- -

 Just'as important as envi-
roniental problems “caused

and - economic . impacts,
Upper  Peninsula: ghost-
towns are examples-of what
Some - Wisconsin': residents
want to avoid for the Cran- ;
don area when the'vompany
completes the 30.year min-

the Menominee: at Mol
s who live in the ares, .
_that “without absolute
antees” 'that the mine.

or s tribitary  ma .

" "Another '_enﬁrbnfnentai3':
problem is waste water from  nee

the mine, - - A
« . The ‘project . description
.said that trested processing
water and sanitary sewsage

treatment water could be . ect escri
ischarged. - The " regort - 7The
claims -'tha't"“aﬁ""'l_'é'guiatbi‘yi” Vith the' 'm
residents the

Alimitations” will be'met.

; environmenta} expert
- eriticized Exxon at the hear-
ing for lacking comprehen-
" sive data on the potential for
-water in the mine, James
. Ludwig, . president = of
- Ecological Resear, rch Sérvices

said’ plans by the company
-0 cancel test-mining 10,600
jtons of ore increased the

c. of Iron River, Mich,, *

- “The jobs th  alor
with the ‘mine “imake “area:
_ i1£s ¢ biggest.suppcr-

ters of the projeet. =

for bringing needed job,

“Wisconsin’s. smallest. and®,

poorest county.. " .t 4
. “We need the jobs up |
here. We don’t want to be |

your poor country cousin.” W




HINELANDER (AP) e :The woomg of Oneida

“ounty by pmspectmg carperatmns resumes this
“week, and officials show’'no: special enthusiasm
aior the latest on a iong. list of suitors. .

- Rick- Rollman, assistant coumy forest adminis-

tra:or. says the county's reluctance to sign away
mineral riglits is based on the uncertainty over
what ‘the rights may be worth.

Kerr-McGee Corp. is to meet Tuesday with the
Forestry Committee of the. county s Board of Su-
pervisors to review the county's lease policies.

Roliman said eight mineral exploration compa-

we requested leases in the last 10 years,

begmnmg wuh Humhie oil & Refin

Then came Getty, Noranda, Na
American Copper & Nickel, Great La
tion, Exxon and KerrchGee »!AP :

Tony Lorbetske, cha:rman of the’
said the county is not entirely certain
the mineral rights on county property

There have been attorney general opinions that
a county owns subterranean mineral rights in pro-,
pcranan to surface rights. That includes transfer-
ring mineral rights to the county when Eand m:ac-
quired thmugh tax delinquency. AN




It’s the year 2014 and the
zne and copper mine south
of the Forest County city of
Crandon has just closed
dowri after providing 85 mil-

lion tons of ‘ore during 25 do 1 _
years of operationSHBGN,  py, ture without the mine must

- 'What is the area Tike now. be predicted using computer
that :that Exxon has pulled - mode

up stakes and gone? .
- That’s what the company
would like to find out. )

Before the Crandon De-
posit even begins producing
ore, the area surrounding it
will become oné of the most
intengively studied in the
nation.

As part of its operation in
Crandon, the Exxon Miner-
als Co. is conducting a de-
tailed sociclogical study of
the area that will be affected

by 'the ‘mine when it gets-

into full swing — and after it
closes,

The study began as an at-
tempt to comply with state
regulations -ordering mining

companies to provide details .

on the effects of their opera-
tions. - .

It has grown into an in-
tensive look at the aress of
Forest, Langlade and Oneida
counties considered to be in
the affected aress. Eco-
nomic, geographic, geologi-
cal, trafisportation” and edy-

icational data are all being
collected for the report.

The monumental task of
supervising this project has

been given to Dan Derfus, a -

Jjack-of-all-trades for Exxon,
who has been involved in
everything from employee

,relations  to  community
 planning, e .
\‘ ~ He describes the study as

xXxon studying
ects of mining

M&ngt‘%ﬁ for both
the company and the sur-
rounding communities to .
plan for the by-products,
good and bad, of the mine.

- To do that, the area’s fu.

models. Then predictions are

made based on the sssump- |
tion that the mine is in oper. -
ation, L
The difference between
what the future will look like..
in 25 years with and without
the mine show the effects of
the development on the area.
Before  making any
predictions, however, an in- |
tensive study of the area is |
necessary. Area residents |
will be polled on various to-

_bigs to create a detailed look

attheares -~ . -
_-Another part of the study
is an examipation of two
rural communities that have
experienced a similarly rapid
growth like that result from
the Exyon mine,

“We can discover the re-
spenses of industry and local
government to rural indus-
trialization as it hes oc-
curred in other places,” Der-
fus said. o

“In other words, we can
learn by other people’s mis.
takes dnd their successes.”

The only major road-
block has been refusal by of.
ficials of the Forest County
Potowstomi and Male Lake
Chippewa Indian tribes .to

cooperate with the study,
But Derfus said that.in.

dividual members of those

tribes will be able to to pro-

formation.

H

vide them with necessary fn—/f
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St By ESLEY WHITE

A'RECENT ARTICLE in The Jour-
nal dealt with the failure to find any
valuable minerais during mining ex-
ploration In Wisconsin. I write be-
cause that information, by itself, was
misleading. _

The article, while basically cor-
rect, leads away from some, to my
mind, larger facts. In order:

) Mining companies, by virtue of
Wisconsin Statutes 107.15 (4) (¢c) and
(f), are not required to teil all ahout
their exploratory drillings, This for

-Journal Sketch
Wesley White

the' reason: that - their - competitors -

might find out what minerals have
beeri found where and horn in. So
while the State Geological and Naty-
ral History Survey may report that
there have been no valuable minerals,
found, their information is complete-

ly dependent on whether they have

been told the whole truth by compa-
nies  whose best interests is not
served if they devulge all the infor-
mation of their explorations. The
best that can be said is that the com-
panies did not report finding valuabie
minerals. *

7 2) With no required reporting sys-
tem, 98 drill holes is a rather mean-
ingless figure. How is it, in the face
of such a large expenditure with no
positive results, that over the last
three years, according to a UW Ex-
tension report, nearly 150,000 zcres
in Wisconsin have been leased by
mining concerns? There must be
something more than 98 non-valua-
bie drillings to justify mining compa-
nies’ increasing their leases in north-
ern Wisconsin. Perhaps there is
something in the unreported data

ot . p ining st
, "Sarfac% &r_z{ozrﬁgfzon doesn’t tell mining story

from those 98 holes that intrigues

them AL JOUR

Could contaminate water

3) Exploratory “holes as much as
5,000 feet below ground’s surface”
not only represents a great deal of
investment, but undoubtedly also

means that various levels of ground’
water are being infersected and in.

terconnected. Considering this in a
reasonable manner, there is room for
legitimate concern about possible
contamination’ of these aquifers. In

fact, there is aiready concern about |
-possible radioactive contamination of

aquifers because of exploratory drill-
ing. If & drill hole goes through urani-

um ‘and continues on 1o & source of |

someone’s well water, the figure of
5,000 feet s not just a source of tech-
nological pride but a potential prob-
lem.

No required monitoring

4) While Kerr-McGee Corporation 5

did agree to have two of their urani-

um exploratory drillings monitored, |
they have since stopped that volun- |

tary practice. There is proposed leg-

- iglation to require a2 minimum

amount of monitoring of every ex.

- ploratory drilling for uranium or oth-

o1 ‘minerals, However,: at-present, it
remains up to the company whether
it will be monitored and, except for
the two Kerr-McGee drillings in the

past, no more monitoring is occuring. |

An article that reports what has hap-
pened but leaves out what is recently

happening tells only one part. of the :

story. ,
A year ago, in appreciation of the

authority in the title of State Geolog- i

ical and Natural History Survey and

the technology of 98 holes, 5,000 feet -}
and monitoring, all this would have |
slipped past me. In the past year, |
though, the Rusk County Citizens {

Action Group has helped me see that
there are facts behind “mining” facts
that need to be taken into considera-
tion. . )

! hope The Journal will become
more sensitive about getting the facts
behind the apparent facts straight.
Otherwise mining company informa.
tion will be at the expense of local
commuiities. A

Wesley White lives in Ladysmith,




r;hg quality of groundwater near
Tmines, Mg
' Roger Chur%;irfio? fgdysm said
authors of the Natural Resources De-
partment rules should avoid yieiding
to attorneys and lobbyists represent-
ing special interests, )
The DNR is considering regulations
“to safeguard streams, lakes and
, waler iables against contamination
| from waste speepage from mine
} shafts, open-pit mines and piles of tail-
fings.
b Methods of surveillance include
/. drilling wells at the perimeter of a
; mining activity. One of the big ques-
E tions facing the writers of the rules is:
- How far from the mine should the
_ perimeter be drawn? ,
, CEAUC 27 1081
Churchill told a board meeting that
' quality standards should apply to a
. mine’s entire area, not to just the
- areas of the tailing and siudge ponds. .
Carroll Besadny, DNR secretary, .
. observed that the issue of tailings is to
t be ‘discussed at hearings Sept. 14.in
i Ladysmith and Sept. 15 in Crandon.

Churchill said the DNR should {ry
"to find a commercial use for pyrite, a
mining waste known as “fool's gold”
-and a source of sulphuric acid, It
would be better to market the golden
metal than to leave it as a source of -
| pollution, Churchill said. -
» Sandy Barrus of Springbrook, rep-
¢ resenting the Northern Alliance, said
her environmental group favors |

_.wj protection of groundwater rather
%" During (he Wednesany session, e . simply setling standardsﬂ_jfhat

¥ Board was cautioned against prema-
ﬁi&‘&nactmem of rules for protecting ¢

iﬁ&p?i)' af the perimeter.

ey
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rater rules argued

“Sandy Barrus can get 800 feet, bul

By Richard Eggleston ers and Commerce, said he has been drinking water is going 1o’ remain
Associated Press involved in negotiations on every drinkable and no use of it that existsis she has got to show up and provide
. going to be impaired by a mining fa- some evidence, not just emotional

major environmental issue in Wiscon- i
cility,” Derouin said. “I don't know rhetoric,” Derouin said

Rules to protect ground waler sin since 1973,

from the effects of mining in Wiscon- “Never have I given up more inthe how. much more you can ask.” The thing that mining companies

sin are generating unprecedented dis- pegotiating. process than in the min- - Peter Peshek, a public intervenor gain from the proposed rule is not the

sension among environmentalists on. ing-related issues,” Derouin said. for the Justice Department who is sel- right to pollute but the ability to design
ning rules and dom accused of being a patsy on envi- & mining operation 1o meet specific

_the eve of public hearings around the “Negotiations over mi om . _
state. _— legislation began in 1977, and included ronmental protection, agrees withthat standards, even if that adds millions of

Opponents of the rules not only say representatives of mining companies, assessment. dollars to their cost, Derouin said.
they don't go far enough to protect communities and Indian tribes poten- . MS. Barrus, however, contends that Kathleen Falk,attorney for the En-
rural drinking water supplies from tially affected by mining, the publicin- the rules could mean “no. muskies, no vironmental Decade and a participant .
nearby mining operations, but they tervenor’s office and Wisconsin's En- tourism" for northern Wisconsin if in the consensus process, sajd she be-

. ground water contamination spread to  lieves the dissension over the ground

are attacking the consensus process vironmental Decade.
water rules is being overemphasized

that produced them. * Other groups have been welcome surface waters.
. Churchill and Ms. Barrus, who say because the process has been so open.

1 don't think it’s a democratic pro- 1o participate, but have not choser fo, .-
- ‘théy have read {he rules, object to the “We agree o those sets of stand-

cess,” Sandy Barrus of Spring Brook, s - Derouin said. -~
member of the Northern Alliance, “There’s been a lol more input .use ~of minimum federal drinking ards because they are the best scien-
‘water standards as the level of per- tifically and politically that we are

said. “These are the loosest environ- " from the mining companies than from
migsible ground water- confamination able to get for the state” she said.

mental standards in the world.” the rest of us,” Roscoe Churchilt of )
Backers say the rules would effec- rural Ladysmith, an early supporter of 1200 feet from a mining operation. “1¢’s easy {o sit back and say some-
tively protect everyone's water sup- . the consensus process, said. “Pm not Y1 #'s any worse than that, you thing is awful” Ms. Falk said. “It's a
plies, that they were developed in an- going to. support the consensus any- -can't drink it," Churchilk said. whole lot harder to work to get some-
open, public process, and would be the _more, and I'm not alone in this. The »'Ms. Barrus said there should be no thing better in place.”

toughest in the country, much tougher whole northwest is upset.” effect on ground water at all outside a DNR hearings on the ground water

than rules on mining in any other state “Detouin said the sudden criticism §00foot line around a mining opera- rule, and other changes in state min-
or those on any other Wisconsin indus- makes him feel like thé character in - ton:. T ~ ing rules, are scheduled for Monday in
iry. : - «Byteh Cassidy and the Sundance Kid” - Derouin said the federal standards Ladywmith, Tuesday in Crandon and
Opponents, the backers say, either . who is relentlessly pursued across a areset atl percent ‘of the level at next Thursday in Madison. .
don't know what they are lalking “desert by a mysterious posse, and = which fhe health of the most sensitive
about or are seizing on the emotional asks, “Who are these guys, anyway?” . individuals in society 'would be affect-
issue of ground water because they op- - “Out in the bushes, there are all “ed, and if there was a hazard Lo any-
pose mining no matter what the envi- - these people who haven't even read - one's water near the 1,200-foot line, the.
ronmental safeguards. what we have done, and they say, ‘By: " Department. of Natural Resources
James G. Derouin of Madison, at-- God, it is bad because these people are '~ could make. the requirement stricter
torney for Exxon Minerals Co. and the- talking fo each other,” he said. - after holding a hearing on a permit for
nsin;Association : «We have assured people that their - a. specific mine. o

»

St
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By RICHARD EGGLESTON _

The Associated GAPTI MES

Gov. Lee Dreyfus signed into law
today a bill cutting Wisconsin's min-
ing tax and establishing greater envi-
ronmental safeguards far mining
development.

‘Dreyfus- -said the new, Iaw wnH foster’
new jobs in niorthern Wisconsin while
protecting groundwater supplies on
which many, peo;ale depend for drink-
ing water. ~ "~ ’

The bill both reduces the rates of
the net proceeds tax enacted in 1977
and creates new deductions for such
mining costs as are handi;ng, process
ing and smelting.

The top tax rate under the law will
fali from 20 percent to 15 percent. The
total taxeson a mine similar in size to
the one Exxon Minerals Co. is consid-
ering developing near, Crandon will
fall. from: ahont 30 mﬁlmn a year to

PR | mﬂliﬂﬁ

Exxon and other mzmng eompames
complained that the old tax was too
high, and precluded any mining devel-
opment in the state.

S0 far not a penny has been col-
lected under the existing lax law, al-
though a taconite mine owned by In-
land Steel Co. has been operating near
Black River Falls.

Under the new law, as under pre-
sent law, 60 percent of mining tax
revenue will be distributed to local
comrnunities by the Mining Invest-
ment and Local Impact Fund Board
Forty percent-will go to the state.

The new law, however, estab}ishes
a Badger Fund to hold the state’s
share of the money in trust for the
citizens of Wisconsin. ‘Half the inter-
est on the state's portion will be spent
on schools and half on recreation proj-
ects.

The new law aisa holds mining com-
panies responsible for waste disposal
ites for 30 years after a mine cls?

Other solid waste site operators have -

the .option tc care for a site for 20
years rather than 30,

The law also increases possible
damage payments to private well
owners for mining pollution from
$25.000 to $75,000; eliminates - the
rights of mxmng {irms; to condemn
praperty.‘ and ' strengthens Depart.

ment of Natural Resources enforce-

ment powers over mining companies.
The DNR will be allowed to issue spe-
cial rules for radioactive wastes and

regulations to encourage depositing-:

mining wastes underground or mar-
keting of waste material. :

“I think we can mine the elements
we need from the earth, and I think
we can do it withoul adverse effecis
on the environment,” Dreyfus said.

The gove_rnor made several techni-’
cal'itemn vetoes to the hill. In one veto.
with potential political ramifications,
he eliminated a “sunset” date for the,
deduction for royalties paid to 1and- '
OwWners. '

The bill's drafters set an expiration,
date on the deduction, in an effort to.
get the Legislature to enaet a spectal’
tax on royalties received by individu-:,
alk and corporations. The tax would
have compensated for the revenue
the state will lose when mining comy’
panies deduct their royalties.' - - ’

Pohtleaay influential forest prod— :
uets firms and railroads hoid large
blocks of mineral rights, and could be’
subject to a tax on royallies recew
by landowners.




iﬁ’perceﬁt. “Totaltaxeson a
_‘ne ‘Exxon Minerals

“the oid tax rate prevented
velepment in the state. -

e ..-,;:* ot

(22

4 ‘-h.....__--‘

ties by the Mining Investment and
Local Impact Fund Board and 40 per-
cent will go to the state.

The new law establishes a Badger
Fund to hold the state's share of the
money in trust for the citizens of Wis-
consin, with half the interest going to

the school fund and half to récreation
pm}l‘?’a%tsnew law 330 rsaIesJang

‘companies responsible for the care of
“waste disposal sites for 30 years after
i a mine closes. Other solid waste site
{ operators have the option to care for a
: site for 20 years rather than 30.

It increnses possible damage pay-
ments to private well owners. {rom
mining pollution - from < §25,000 to
$75,000, eliminates rights of ‘mining
: firms {o-condemn property, strength-
ens Department of Natural Resources
enforcement powers over mining
companies, and allows the DNR to
issue special rules for regulating
radioactive wastes, for encouraging
deposit of mining wastes underground
and for controlling the marketing of

L waste material.
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-In myopinion*

: Ri‘g‘htgﬁ@?mdébﬂedm k& 'i" order
T BYWALTER BRESETTE d&iryiﬁ.atgt;'m ¢ @Mﬂﬁ?w
S &n unhealthy economic.condition,
HERE MUST BE some things that it e ook
are beyond manipulation: sacgr:é, “ shouldn’t we first seek to upgrade

ell C 4 our present Industries, such és agri-
you will Nuclear power and wastes, o “rathi : :
d rain, uranlum mining, a4 culture, rather than create new ones

; . ! . that “threaten arable land? It's time
other enronmenial emessee o 78 SOUEh out and supportd Tndus
erable except to seemingly small ;;m:,;?t me} compatible "with -our
vocal groups. And now they're talk- -'i‘oai_tiw-_-ac:?%fszs argue that min-
ing:about p,ipeﬁg_iqg i_wgtar out of the ing, and especlally q-mmgm;m_m;ng,
Gm'fgi:hi:::;tpipedream . prédictabie Is totally uﬂ”"ﬁ%ﬁ b‘-”-};’gﬂs ‘;ﬁ"“}’b'
LIS IRLest eakam, prediq utes to a statewide polarity that fo-
s ks By 3 e ol [
U discussion, Neo-water shelks fike- L. O the resl ssue of economic
Gwms Dt?ym ﬂssess m-“;?lgg' ﬁfeﬁﬁ. mgw-m*mg;thugmizg;-'esp?éiﬁy
probably so. that damage-control oat-onfg-mnmc?ﬁucle‘;:iyci? s’u‘{‘-’g;v’f
strategles can be developed once they  on ' ype choice of nat working or
”-3.‘%1;"*:‘3"”-. this suggest] wi!l . working - at -8 mine,’ P'd" probably
'f.‘be:"argum' oy te:ly edted 19'-§;§ent?:nche¢ 2 ﬂc‘%m m"’";ﬁi : '?:ﬁd'“gt tm._s.ider
' fdke: Unlortunately, such debates, - nomic tion fobons or Lut 41 60
| ke eavironmental impact state: ol paving o choton Tor point is
' metits, become one more obstacle 10 Lopuryer _people have ‘the right to
 avercome rather than an opportunity choose how they make thelr living. I
4 to'i@v_ie_'w_;gnd:a#sess';hb_ merits of a (s o they make | pidn g

i d- assess th think the cholces offered by Exxon,
Eivé project or propogal, by .
Recent' debates over. mining Wisconsin’s-elected officials, and the

especlally the Crandon deposit, min- o0 min‘iag fobby ase {ar tog.l_lmited.
Ing taxes and groundwater regula- Ask right questions
- tiong foreshadow other debates that i ) .
lie abead. But it seems that ali sides  The present debate regarding min-
may be more interested in‘their-ego- ing and other environmental lssues
systems than in the ecosystems af-  will resurface’ when we are in. the
fected. i L shadows of f{:ipel-ines. To be fruitful,
it L - discussion- Aeeds 'to -be consistent
Accept one solution with goals set by Wisconsin citizens,
Ex%on and others have pointed to  To set goals, all sides need to-ask se-
the Economic boom that mining oper- _rious questions, suchss:. .
~ations bring 10 an area. The feds, - What kind of ‘economy do. we
. Under the stewardship of James want? What standard of living do we
- Watt, religiously defend and support ~ Want and-for whom? What types of
. energy . developers. Wisconsin gov- industries are compatible ‘with our
emaga t, baving failed for years to peopie and resources? What responsi-
;, address Northern Wisconsin econom- _ bilities do elected officials haye? And
;e Instability, has breathed a sigh of ~ Whiat responsibilities do citizens have
“irefief as it turns the future of Nerth-. -in determining the future of the state |
;. ¢ Wisconsln over to the multina- ~#s. well a5 the ecosystem ‘within. its
., tpnals,  And ‘political activists have borders? .~ - S
i nbroghted their responsibility by not - In the ‘end we see that it i neither
. offering aiternative solutions 1o our = 2 “hot” Issue like mining nor & com-
;- economic problems.: . - . . e faeue ol oconauiies oF idontiee
tr_ What should have happened (and 'discussing. Tt is an issue of iden ty
- still can) is for Wisconsin's citizens, and allegisnce to that identity.
;- publiczand private, to thank Exxon By allowing multinationals who
- for Abing an economic needs assess-  pledge allegm_zce to profit and
ment and, armed with statistics that growth,, regardless of national or
sty economic plight of this  state borders, to control solutions, ail
. Tegion; gone on to explore solutions.  of us sbrogate our rights &8 citizens.
. Understandably, mining could be And we can expect continued .envi-
“opart-of stabilizing the economy. ronmental degradation, political mis-
;.- Whatigre some other solutions? representation, PR -packets, and
© Wisconsin's second Jargest indus- - maybe short term economiz prosperi.
v+ 4y iy tourism. Are we willing to ig-  ty — followed by cultural, ecological
- nore that fact? Shouldn’t we upgrade &nd spiritual poverty. , ‘
3 ‘and support the tourist industry? Are Walter Bresette of Ashland is &
S we wiiling to change bumper stick- free-lance writer, artist and photog-
) ers tolread “Escape from Wisconsin,” rapher. He is & lake Superor Ojib-
weseek natutal and pristine areas  way {Chippewa} from the Red (hiff
~in which to spend our mining and Reservation and former information
swater dollars?. o officer of the Great Lakes later-
. Shalf we change the theme from Tribal Council. i
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By David Stoeffler W

Proposed rules affecti
water protection around m:;gngr :;rsag
siles have apparently Split the Depart-
- ment of ‘Natural Resources staff -al-
most as much as the public, who
* turned out in force to tdstify on the
rules Wednesday.

" Although the official staff position,r

supports the rules to be voted on toda
by the DNR board, water quality exs,:
perts al the DNR say the regulationg
may establish a precedent o allow
ollution -of state groundwater.

Secretary C.D. Besadny, said the rules

Environmen —
. tal reporter s A (f 7 4re “a very effective and comprehen-

sive product.” Although some impact
on groundwater is allowed, she said
the rules do “not allow unrestricted
tegradation” In most cases, stand-

_ ards sef are likely to be lower than es-

tablished state or national drinkin g
wa;{er standards, she said.

However, Carl Blabaum, director
of the DNR bureauy of wastewater
management, and Kevin Kessler,
chief of the private water supply sec-
Lion, expressed concern that the Tules
will lead other industries in the state
itt'; sgzgku gg sa_mbee {ypes of water-qual-

y Tegulations being propoged for the
mining industry. § Proposed for the

taff split over
mining-water rule

. Kessler and Blabaum said thejr ob-
jections had been expressed io-the
board and that it was the beard’s ang’
Besadny's role to make palicy and
their duty to carry il out.

The rules, if approved by the board .
and eventually the Legistature, will’
regulate location, design, operation::
and clgsmg of sites to store and’ dis- -
pose of metallic mining and prospect. -
ing wastes, ‘ prospect

Protection of groundwater hasg
been the key point of controversy,

After reviewing a company’s Te. -
quest for a permit Lo gpen ap:znhyaé, the
DNR will propose groundwater qual .

/gite. Outside of the boundary, quality
;standards must nol be exceeded.

Standards and boundaries will be -

sel after public hearings.

. The standards will follow the estab-
“jished state or national drinking water

~standards for about 20 substances -

“chemiclls, pesticides, bacleria and

‘radioactivily — believed Lo be harmful
to the environment. = .

‘5 The: DNR may sel more stringent
¥ Jevels; but those levels must be achiev-
{sible by the company and must aliow
treom for error in calculations.

2. Of 34 people testifying during more
‘than four hours of hearings Wednes-
iday, about 20 opposed the groundwa-

s

Linda Bochert, assistant. to DNR

_a burden on the DNR to prove strict

[

.ter protection provisions. .

Kessler and Blabaurn did not testi-
fy. However, iheir concerns were
similar {o those expressed by the pub-
li¢, many of whom came from-north-
ern Wisconsin (where most new min-
ing is expected to ceeur) for a chance
fo speak just five minutes to the
seven-member board,

Blabaum said the drinking water
standards were not: designed 1o be
used in connection with groundwater.
He said groundwaler in many areas of
the state was purer than almost any-
where else in the nation.

Both said the rules place ioo heavy

ity standards and a boundary for the

water quality standards should be set’
“The state's fiscal resources are not as

readily available” as those of industry
in hiring experts for couri hearings,

Kessler said. -

Mining interests suppori the rules,
touling them as the most environmen-
tally striet rules in the world. Also sup-
porting the regulations are Public In:
tervenor Peier Peshek and Wiscon- '
sin's Environmenial Decade.  Each
played a role in'drafting the proposals.” -

(ther environmental groups, alo
with water weil drillers, spoke agai
the rules. Represeniatives of ¢
governments expected to be ho;
mines generally spoke in fa




s ) gl g £

\ « SIILE ISAYY ] Sajoy
oot Luew o0} Keas aae 319y L,, Nsod

" -3p11029UURY 31 Jo JoquSiau € ‘Ypws

-ApRr] (203 JO [IOIMUD 90080y pies
« USHOISIM 30 TREMpUN0IS ayy 1097 .

-01d 03 a1enbape. [{e 18 24e $[AAI] JueU
IHBIEO) WNXE NUIY) J0U O |,

‘yoroxdde (PO 9a0]

THRIIE 10D WINew 9y jo 9wy
-UBADE 9YE] O} AIl PInOM SILISIpU
12130 JBY} POUIEM SO ‘astidiolua

.. onbpn g sem Sumig pres sa[nl oy jo

N ﬁwﬁo&ﬁ nm:aﬁﬁ *S3DIN0SIT Jatem
oM Jo Jeaa0sTEYM Honnod Fo 19A9]

_ -MOJUIOOUTL 3J0M SISSAUIIM . IOYI0 .

BuIS10pUR 10U aIem A3Y) JEBLY 1 SpBW
STRIDYIO0 UMO] PUB SUMO]. 3U} J0f SAau
Joj1e’ ySnoyye: ‘Soper ayy pattoddns
0SiE *In300 pnos. uopesado . uoxxy
O} aJouM AJUmoD 18810 HI U0
U] PUE S[FAYSEN JO SUMOJ, Ol[} pue
poIBoo] ST Yisodap S11003UUDY BIoUM
- AJunog WSTY up BRI JO umo, YL

fug “Bundeoow ayels oy jnoge: mﬁw..
DIUS JOLINS INOYIM JIasT mEEE -

(pouodised so

e ao:_m&\
- dlqsuodsal  fpeswiuonaue ue ul

aufur 0] STUBM 1t 9SNEJAq Way) sp10d

-dns woxx - je) J0q ‘AUmo) 1S8I0,d

u aun Jadded puw oup pesodosd
S,ULIE} 94 JO 1500 A} G} SIE[OP JO SHOY
T JO SU) PP Pom SOI ay) pIes
‘1oaloid vopuray suoxxsy jo Jadeuva
S3VIAISS TEOMM[09] . ‘Uasupl Aley
11071093014 BIUAUIIOAND E ﬂmam
1ot 01 AIUssaoou sy ugyy c 03
3o adowt aambaz £y, 0 sfesauly

Rodauusy &cﬁzmmm.aﬁ ‘Ko aver

HES JO MG PIRIY) PIBS ,‘BAISSD

. 3 0...-& m&mn.m 8y}, uﬁﬂm AT M,

o DIIOM BTV 93U}
u mzmnmnﬁaﬁau S0 pue saySnoy,
Y] odoMm. mBﬁ pasodoad sy pres ‘ape
-39 ISET 841 UT UISHOOSIM U POjoRUD

'SME[ [PIUAWUONIAUS ol Jo jsow

yeap padpy oym Lauioye Lnsnp
-UI UB “UOSIPRW. JO UIMOId(Q SWIB[
<AqesuLpun Suag
I2IeMpunods up JNSal JIIM 184} S19AI]
18 PIZLIOHINE B JIAU [IM SaUBIS

»

pey 34 JeuM 07 asopd £I9A ST S,
: ‘frddns sat1em punoesd
-~I3PUN 3y} Ul IDUBISANS B JO S[P@AD

 Bmumopo  AfeImieu ay) 01 194208

-tegs Sumidue ppe o} jou paxnbas
9 DINOD AB1] ‘SISED BULOS U PUR ‘101
-nfred joasl JweBuLys atowr Alge
-J9pISU0D. ¥, 109w 0) paambai ag am
" pinoo m&mmmﬁoo Burana pres ayg
‘Au
-pesag .mcﬁmo AIR18I00S $90.IM0S8Y
eIniey jo jusuriedaq 0} jueisisse

35&5&1 o:. auy se ysed ayy uf pasn.

BAINDAXY 'LIOYDOY BPUY] pres ‘alej

-Tom Jo K19es wmireey anand ayg 10
-0ad 01 Lressenau j1 sotuweduwios Sumumwu
uo pasoduii ag 0} SpaEpURIS WwaSuyris
3I0TL .su %Sc.a pinom sana oy,
“BYS DISEM JUILL B
woay 189 go7'1 vonnyrod Iajempunocss
Jo sieas-apgmsuLIad Afreuttou ayy se
SpIEpUR}S J97em BUD{ULID [eUOrRY pUR
9IRS U POUTHIUOD SIOUEISQNS SNOLIeA
|10} S[RAD] JHEUIUIEINOD UUMLHXBUL,,
8yl YSIOEIS?- pinom jeyl uostaoxd

_ B ST ASIBA0LU0D 3Y] JO JAIUOD 9] 1V

‘suonerouad aannj 0y spaezey
uieay asod pue wsimo) szipiodeaf

uo :o\-m:oo g

-+ periioisereyy’ Emaaumrs ﬁmnﬁog h
o Bunmw Jo syueuoddop

-USUIUOTATS JLU08 ,E.Sa auy ur juss
-ULIIS (80 Y} §¢ SII Y] POqLIDSeD
Ansnput 1o} uewsoyods ySnoyny
“seate yesod
-SIpP 2ISBM JUIW WIOT} JJOURT WOJ) uor
-BUTWIBIUC) WI0g] Jetem punotd jos
-oxd bﬁﬁ&mua pmom Asyy Jayiaum
uo Kpsow ‘sema eyy uo suondo
uadrealp ssaxdxe suazmo (g uewy
IO PIBY PIBOG Ay} ‘Aepsoupom
‘Bugaa AHuour 1X9U §) (R JeRw
Y3 21qe) 03 ¢ pAjoA paroq Iyl
‘speow Aapay £g sond
-dns ao1em [rom jo uonnged agissod
aly Pue 'sama au jo Lyredat ayy noge
PAUIBOUCD SBM 3Y PIES (U0 SUaASIS
Jo Jaurel], feue) Joquiow! plmog
"$30IN08AL JOTeM pUnoIBISpUn 8,
-UOISEM U0 1oayye aqissod suonemdas
A U0 Aepsoupap Auowinise) Bunieay
Ia1Je saina SUTHUE 9188 Mot pasodoad
U0 uOf0R Yiuow v Joj pakep Aepol

pIgoyg Saauanosay eanye Sﬁm SUL
zc._.m B:ﬁui Ag -
S u%ﬁ




M""‘"W Page 6, Part 1

MILWAUKEE SENTINEL

- Monday, March 8, 1982

- Battle looms over controls |

MH'._s_g&?ﬂfivefstaf_f.smt_éﬁff%?*-"18 982  Background

Madison — A: major environmental battle is
shaping up over new preposals for how mining
and its impact on ground water will be coritrolied
in Wisconsin. . )

New. Department of Natural -Resourees rules
covering mining permits and waste disposal were
sent last September to public hearings by the State
Natural Resources Roard.

Revisions based on the hearings were tabled
last month by the board after Daniel T rainer, a
member from Stevens Point, said he needed more
time before he could accept or reject the proposal,

Most of the controversy centers on & proposal
that would set a “compliance boundary™ around
mining waste disposal sites that environmentalists
seeas @ way, to allow “just alittle contamination”
of underground water. L

Both sides view the generally unpolluted ground
water that underlies most of Wisconsin as one of
the state’s greatest assets. But they have differ-

_ences about how best to protect ground water.

The DNR has not had a specific policy on
ground-water protection, but has relied on an
unwritten "“no detrimental effect” standard
against which it measures development proposals,
In effect, the rule forbids developments that
would degrade ground-water quality.

However, ground-water pollution has turned up
in the Wausau area, where a waste dump led to
the destruction of some weils. The area includes
the intensively farmed Central Sands area, whera
pesticides and nitrates have been found in under-
ground water supplies. Also, waste whey from a
cheese factory has damaged householders’ water
supplies in the Brownsville area.

Mining poses special problems in any plan tq
protect ground-water quality. The desireqd mineral
forms only a small part - often less thap 19, —

- of the news

of an ore body. What remains after the mineral is
extracted from the ore is waste.

Recent discoveries of copper and zinc ore in

Wisconsin have revealed wanted metals — cop-
per, zinc, gold, silver and vanadium — tied up in
rock formed primarily of iron sulfide. .

Since mining is the process of digging the ore

and concentrating the metal, in this case the resi-

_ due wouid be a huge pile.of iron sulfide. .-

The proposed rules - nearly 200 pagesof typed
. material’ . — arg: scheduled 'to’ come “:before the
*board again later this month, - o0 DT

A problem here is that in processing this ore,
:'the material ‘would be ‘ground 1o’ the textire 'of

fine sand, allowing water 10 penetrate. The water
would dissolve the iron sulfide, combine with the
suifur and form dilute sulfuric acid, a pollutant,

which could be expected to seep through the

waste. :

- The proposed rules handle that situation by

forcing mine operators to make their waste piles .
as waterproof as possible, building them atop.clay,
which should prevent seepage. But leaks could

develop and the “complanece boundary,” an imagi-
nary line drawn on a map around a mining waste
disposal site, Is intended to mark a limit beyond

which seepage would not be permitted in the

ground water,

Critics say the proposed rules are too weak be-
cause DNR budgets do not provide enough funds
to hire the water scientists needed to keep track of

- mining; there’s too Jittle Known about how ground

water travels and no one knows which chemicals -

now considered benign might someday be found
to be a hazard to health or wildiife. {

Behind much of the dispute is the fact that Wis-
consin’s tourist Industry — now dominant in the
aréa where mining is likely — is dependent on
clean water. Critics of the proposals say mining
has a limited life in northern Wisconsin, while the
area’s outdoor attractions can be expected to goon,
forever, . i

iy
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Mining and the Care of Oﬁ.ZoSmh Earth

By DIANNE BADY
and DR. RICHARD BADY

Northern Wisconsin is a sparsely popu-
lated area .of forests, tivers, lakes and
marshes. While there is some farming, the
primary incustries are tourism and logging,
Qur pristine national environment draws

fishermen, hunters, and nature-seekers -

from all over the country. Our forests and

marshes are home to many species of wild.-
life rarely seen elsewhere. Many a visitor 1o
our beautiful Northwoods leaves with food -

for the spirit as well as food for the body,

Northern Wisconsin’s days as a refatively

pure wilderness area appear toa be num-
bered, “'Wisconsin has world.class mining
potential ™ staied James Klauser, attorney

for the Wisconsin Manufacturers and Com.
merce Association. Klauser has claimed that

it “would be aslarge as any in the world. it's
reaily hard toappreciate the *mammothness’
and the potential impact of this industry.””

While industry and state officials look

with optimism at northern Wisconsin's pa-

tential for twenty-five or more mines, local -
officials from northwestern Wisconsin
point to the economic benefits of what we

alteady have, and of what we stand to lose,
Bill Simpson of Barron County argues that

renewable forests are a tremendous eco- B

nomic asset, as they can be increasingly
managed to produce wood products. Oﬁ

v

forests would be more of a benefit to society :
in this way than if ripped down to produce.. .
minerals such as copper apd uranium,

- Reinemann, town of Round Lake super-

2visor, points out. that Sawyer County’s

-which currently face a glutted market. Al

AFRIL 1982

™

many lakes draw sports fishermen from all
over the country. Reinemann fears that

continued on page 2




More News ‘Qf Northland Mining

After a public hearing on the matrer on
February 24, the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources Board decided 10 put off

&

action until the Board’s March 24 meeting -

on proposed new state mining rules. Con-
cern was expressed by environmenialists
thar implementation of the praposed new
rules would result in heavy-metal poliution
of ground water.

The dispute over mining rules arose in

1976 when Kennecott Copper Company,
having discovered significant deposits df
copper and zinc near Ladysmith, and Ex.
xon, which located similar mineral deposis
near Crandon in Forest County, ap-
proached the DNR for mining permits,

As a result of heightened environmental
awareness during the 70s, groups of environ-
menialists, notably Wisconsin’s Environ-
mental Decade and Peter Peschek, the Pub-
lic Intervenor, interrupted the permit pro-
cess, maintaining that DNR and industry
analyses of the mining operations did not
sufficiently consider the issue and that ex-
isting laws and regulations were inadequate
for regulating large-scale mining opera-
tions. Environmental impact statements
were requested and public hearings were
held on the mining operations.

Since 1976, a number of important con-
cepts have been accepted by the mining in-
dustry. Among these were rules 1o require

- monitoring of sites before, during and after
mining; 1o require ‘operators 10 be. finan-

* clally respensible for closure and care of
mining sites for 30 vears after mining ceases;
to require the operator to plan for retu rming
theland to its original state: 1o supulate that
the effects of any mine on wetlands be
studied and that DNR have authority w
SLOp Mining prospecting or operations it the
activity threatens the environment or public
heaith and safety. Some environmentalists
have not been impressed with these pro-
nouncermnents and the issue of ground water
remained unresolved,

At the February 24 public hearing, ap-

proximately 30 citizens expressed concerns, -

largely on whether the rules would ades
quately protect ground water, which is now
very nearly pure, from comamination by
runoff from mine wasie operations,

A provision of the proposed nuies estab-
lishes permissable levels of contaminants in
ground water 1,200 feet from the mine
waste sites. The levels are within parameters

»set by state and national water standards.
fahespersons in DNR maimain tha: mare

ST G R =

stringert standards could be set and that .

mining companies could be required to not
add anything whatsoever to the naturally-
occurring levels of substances in the under-
ground ‘water supply. DNR experts ex-
pressed concern that the new rules would set
a precedent 1o allow pollution of the state’s
ground water,

Industry representatives stated that the
proposed new rules are among the most
stringent in the wotld and “‘excessive, ré-
quir{ing) more effort .. . than is necessary
to meet goals of environmental protec-
tion.”

Oine witness at the hearing stated that I
do not think maximum contaminant levels
are a1 all adequate to protect the ground

water ‘of Wisconsin, There are way too’

many loopholes in these rules.””

Meanwhile, in another part of the for-
est ...,

In a news release dated March 3, 1982,
DNR-Rhineglander reported that Exxon was
seeking a permit to drill core samples
through the bed of Little Sand Lake nearits
Crandon mining site. The news release re-
quested that comments from the public be
made to DNR-Rhinelander by March 17.
Archie Wilson, a mine specialist with DNR,
commented that the drilling could begin as
early as:March 18, depending on the'out-

come of the cornment peripd, S

Wilson reported that the purpose of the
driliing will be to deicoinine how well the
lake can retain its water if mine shafis were
to penetrate water tables in the area. Wilson
explains that the lake sits above the level of
the local water 1ables and it & not under-
stood why. In an effort to determine the
nature of the soilsin the lake bed, a rwo-inch
diameter sampler will be drilled through the
ice and to a depth of about 30 feet into the
Iake bed in six locations.

Local residents are concerned that the
drilling is intended to determine if there are
ore deposits under the lake.
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Reserve case

- Duluth, Minn, —AP— After 12 years of contro-
“Versial, six-court maneuvering in seven cities, one
_of the nation's foremost environmental cases end-
“ed'ldst week with & whimper. :
*~fn a quiet, 20-minute hearing attended by seve
Attorneys and a few clerks, United States of
- America vs. Reserve Mining Company was closed
“in St. Paul by Federal Judge Donald Alsop.

v In its heyday, when colorful Judge Miles Lord
"'was running the show, the courtroom was packed
, with spectators and dozens of reporters.

;.- The defendants were Reserve and its parent

ompanies, Armco and Republic Steel Corpora-
stions of Ohio, aligned with 11 local governments
= aird business groups in northeastern Minnesota.

.Plaintiffs were the federal government,. the

States of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan and

the Minnesota Poliution Control Agency, aligned

ith the cities of Duluth, Superior, Wis., and sev-

1 énvironmental groups,

. Payment approved
;. - An agreement requiring Reserve to pay nearly
- $2-million in reimbursements for water filtration
* ¢osts to four North Shore communities was ap-
“proved by Alsop.
I+ In 1955, Reserve began dumping 67,000 tons of
- 3and-like ore wastes daily into Lake Superior from
its taconite processing plant in Silver Bay, Minn.,
60 miles up the shore of Lake Superior from Du-
Juth.
- Duluth and other communities along the North
‘Shore continved to draw unfiltered drinking wa-
ter from Lake Superior. In 1969, the battle began
When the Sierra Club sued the State of Minnesota
to.compel it to conduct hearings on permits issued
“to Reserve in 1947,
. The Sierra Club contended that Reserve was
violating permit requirements that the wastes not
harm aquatic life or water supplies.
. Lord ruled that the asbestos fibers in Resrve's
“ore wastes were contaminating drinking water
‘along the North Shore and four communities built
‘new filtration plants.
.. On April 20, 1974, Lord shut down Reserve.
.. But three federal appellate court judges put the
‘case on their dinner menu 48 hours later at a Mis-
-souri motel. The trio, attending a conference in
Springfield, heard arguments at a dinner tabie and
‘threw over Lord's order shutting down Reserve.

Douglas dissented

" The US Supreme Court iater denied Minnesota’s
request to reinstate Lord's shutdown order, with
Justice William O. Douglas dissenting vigorously.
-~ *0ur guiding principle should be Mr. Justice
Holmes” dictumn that our waterways, great and
small, are treasures, not garbage dumps or cess-
‘pools,” he fumed.

.~ More than three dozen jurists heard portions of
‘the case, including William Webster, now director
of the FBL

.- Lord was removed from case when an appeals
.court found he was biased against Reserve. Anoth-
-&r federal judge, Edward Devitt, removed himself

M’L JGU el

c!ioséé' qﬁiétly

from the case when his daughter was appointed to
head & state agency that was suing Reserve.

Minnesota will receive $1.1 million in reim-

bursement for nearly $3 million in grants to the

four communities for filtration costs. Duluth will
net & reimbursement of $740,000. The federal
government did not seek reimbursement from
Reserve for the $4 million tab it paid for the Du-
lath plant, . =

$1 million In fines .

Reserve has paid about $1 million in fines and |

penalties for violating anti-pollution laws, and its.
inland disposal system near Silver Bay cost more
than $370 million.

More than 25,000 pages of testimony in the case
are headed for the federal archives, and 1,200 ex-
hibits in a storage room in the federal courthouse
will be cleared out.

Meanwhile, all is quiet on the Nerth Shore.
Taconite pellets are not in demand this year from
the steel industry, and Reserve shut down for two
months on March 7.
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- Special to The Sentinel
and United Press International

: Madison — Environmentalists and
- miding community leaders, upset
. with Public Intervenor Peter Peshek,
asked Tuesday to meet with Atty,
Gen. Bronson La Follette to discuss
Peshek's role in drafting mining

Fules JUN 161982 -
The leaders of northern environ-

“mental groups and three mining Im-

' pact committees charged Peshek no

longer Is representing the environ-
mental concerns of northern citizens.

o “Peter Peshek has become our
own James Watt,” said Dianne Bady,
comparing Peshek with President
Reagan's secretary of interior.

Bady is president of the Rusk
‘County Citizens Action Group.

Peshek- was not in Médison. but

sought in mine rules rift

Thomas Dawson, who with Peshek
acts as public intervenor, rejected the
complaints as unfounded.

“Peter Peshek bas done as much
for the northern Wisconsin environ-
ment and for ground water protec-
tion this.year as his accusers have
dqtée in the last five years,” Dawson
saia., $L

“They have chosen to sccuse Peter
of seiling out. Don’t they realize that
the  (public intervenors) Advisory
Committee has been responsible for
setting the policy that Peter and I fol-
low? They should also come after me
and the committee, for we've been
part and parcel of what's heen done.

“We would not have a ground
water poliution (control) policy in
the state were It not for the hard
work and tenacity of Peter Peshek.”

Other officials disagreed with
those statements.

DNRreview earny swi o0,

“For the past three years, it séems
to me that he's been more interested
in helping the mining industry get
started than in protecting the ground
water here in the north,” said Roscoe
Churchill, chalrmar of the Impact
Committee in Rusk County, where
Kennecott Corp. controls three min-
ergl deposits. '

Al Reinemann, chairman of the
Round Lake Committee, said dozens
of firms interested in mining urani-
um were either holding leases or ex-
ploring northern Wisconsin, yet
Peshek never acknowledged the pos-
sibitity of a major uranium complex.

Paul Prevanas, a Badger Safe Ener+
gy Alllance and Wisconsin Environ-
mental Agenda director, said a reduc-
tion in the mining tax and adoption
of inadequate ground water protec-
tion rules had Peshek's approval.

Other groups contacting La Fol-
lette were the Town of Doyle Mining
Committee, Chippewz Valley Friends
of the Earth, Northwoods Alliance,
Northern Thunder, League Against
Nuclear Danger and Citizens for
Tomorrow.

Dawson said nefther he nor Arlyn
Christenson, University of Wisconsin
Law School professor who heads the
Advisory Committee, had seen the
letter that the envirpnmentatists said

they had written to La Follette., o




: By gealogic fortune, northern Wisconsin

{. overiiies some very promising deposils of
“metallic minerals, a fact that has not gone
_overlooked by many mining and explora- -
: tion firms. Two companjes, Kennecot!

§ - Copper Co. and Exxon, USA, have made
significant discoveries of metallic ore and
are proceeding 1o plan for production,
Although not definitely certain, mining at
Kennecott's site near Ladysmith and at
Exxon's site near Crandon will probably
begin before the end of this century.

Wisconisin is no stranger 1o metaliic min-
ing. Production of lead, and later zinc,
began in southwestern Wisconsin in 1827,
Wnen the last mine in the area closed in

“the United States. Iron ore was also pro-
duced in Dodge and Sauk Counties during
the mid-nineteenth century and in the
Gogebic Range near Hurley from 1885 to
1963. In 1969, the Jackson County iron

i Co. began extracting taconite, a low-grade
- iron ore, from its mine near Black River

Fails, Taconite production continues to-

day, with the company employing 300

workers at an annual average wage of

$23,060 (1980).

it was not untif 1966, however, when
fenewed exploration for minerals began in
earnest, that state government officials
began to respond to the potential for min.
ing development in Wisconsin. Since then,
the Legislature has developed new poli-
Cles for environmental protection, taxa-
tion, damage hability of mining firms, ang
assisting local communities in preparing
for the economic and social impacis of
mining.

In this report, Harkin reviews the events

-that have unfolded since 1966 on Wiscon-
- &in's metallic mining scene. in terms of

both governmenital policies and the pro-
spectsfor mine;’af-deyei@pmenrf
Exploration: 1966 o Present

A band of volcanic rock, siretching,
roughly, from Ladysmith in Busk County to
Crandon in Forest County and resembling
the geology of the Ontario, Canada, min-
ing dislrict, has altracted most of the
mineral exploration in Wisconsin. Explo-

ration tor copper, zing, lead, gold, sitver,
molybdenum and uranium might have

S € e viowed i1 . begun eartier had it notbeentor the
1979, this mining district had the fongest -
record of conlinuous production ofanyin

100-foot-thick cover of glacial 1ill on top of
the bedrock. It was not until advances in
aetial analysis gunng the 1950s that
geologists were able 1o “'see through' the
glacial overburden and identify anomalies
in gravitational magnetic fieids thai sug-
gest promising areas for ground-level
evaluations,

Since exploration began in earnest during
the mid-1960s, four mineral discoveries
have been reporied, but only two appear
to be economically significant. The firgt
discovery—by a subsidiary of the Kenne-
cott Copper Co.—was a small but high-
grade copper depostt, just south of the
Flambeau River near Ladysmith. Ken-
necotthas reported another discovery, on
the Thornapple River six miles north of
Ladysmith, but has not disclosed the size
and grade of the deposit. According to
Kennecol!l's plans, ore, graded at 4.5 per-
cent copper with traces of goid and silver,
al the Flambpeau site will be extracted
through open-pit mining during the firgt 11
years of prodguction. Then, if costs ang

iy T e
— _. A/ g D AR ] e gy, l\i‘{zurnngz::3 gg
Department of Agricuitursl Zconomics I -
Coilege of Agricuitural and Life Sciences . o
University of Wisconsin-Madison YITL R n e
Metallic-Mining Prospects and Policy =
in WiSCOﬂSiI’I Duncan A. Harkin*

copper prices are favorable, the company
plans another 1 1.years of production
through underground mining. The antici-
pated payroH at the Flambeau site is 78
employees, :

The other significant discovery of metallic
Ore occurred in 1976, just a few miles
south of Crandon. Exxon, USA, the dis-
covering firm, has reported that the

deposit containg an impressive 83 mition
tons of average-grade ore. The ore grades
5 percent zing, 1.1 percent copper, 0.4
percent lead, and undisclosed. but

smaller, amaunts of uranium, gold and
siver. Exxon has proceeded with site
planning and collecting information for.the
environmental impact statement, butit =
has not made a decision ta mine the site.
There is littie doubt, However, that the site
will be developsd, but probably not for a
few years, given the current economic
recession and depressed metal prices.

At present, Exxon intends to develop the
site as an underground mine allowing it to
dispose of rnuch, but not all, of the tailings
from the miiling process in the worked-out
mine shafts. About 1,200 acres of the site
will be used for surface disposat of tail-
ings, Production of 10,000 tons of ore per
day over 30 years or more is anticipated,
requiring 850 workers. Construction at the
site witi require an additional 750 workers,
If the company decides to locate a zinc
retinery near the mine, more jobs would
be created, but Exxon is considering a
miuiti-slale region for the location of the
refingry.

If the amount of fand leased or purchased
by mining companies is any indication,
northern Wisconsin remains a “'hot spot”

N

"Duncan A, Harkin is a professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison.




for mineral exploration. Since April 1978,
terms of leases and sales of mineral rights
- have been recorded it a minerals register

separale from the record of deeds. as re-

quired by slate faw. Table 1, which i

‘based on informaticn in the minerals reg-
isler, indicates inferest in minerals explo

ratior: has increased belween April 1878

and Feb. 1881 The number of “larget”

. acres purchased of leased by mining
companies increased in each successive
one-year period. As a malier of conve-
nience and economy, mining companies
olten contract more acreage than merits

" exploration because i is easier 10 acquire
large tracis in a single transaction. The
“targe!” acreage total generally does not

_include tracts that are 1, (}{}G acres of

: -largef ) '

The Pollcy Response

. Env:mnmentat Reguiatmns, Staie gov-

- ernment first turned its attertion to the
environmental effects of mining during the
early 1960s, bul officials were concerned
mainly with the impacts of mining sand,
gravel and stone—slill the stale’'s most
important mineral industry as measured in
terms of land area affected, gross value of
product or volume of production. Afler a
lengthy period of deliberalion, the Legisia-
ure passed the Mine Reclamation Act of

1872, with the siandarcﬁs established ap

ysng cn y o the mmmg oi meiall;c m;zz
erals.

Biscoveries of ore ceposits by Kennscolt
and, later, by Exxon, raised concerns over
the adequacy of the Mine Reclamation
Act of 1872 1o address the broad range of
environmental inpacts thal can regult
from mining—trom the exploration stage
through reciamation of a closed mine,
Consequently, the Legisiaiure greally
revised the 1972 act, giving rise 1o a four-
year period of rule-making that is now
nearing completion. H the rules are
adopled into the slale administrative
code, they may well comprise the most
stringent mining reguiations of any state
it the nation. Nonelheiess, the rules, the
product of the efforts of a commitiee of
reprsenatives from the mining industry,
locai communities and stale agencies,
have drawn opposition, especially in
regard 1¢ groundwaler protection.

Oppongnis beliavae the rules do not pro-
vigde adequale protacton agams! ground-
water degradation. in addiion, there are
fears about the fong-term toxic effects of
e wastes, the subject of very litlle
research. Further, the proposed rules do

Table 1. Acreage Taken Under Contract by Mining Firms

Feb.'79 to Feb.'80 Fet. 80 to Feb.'81

Time Period Aprid "78 to Feb. 79
Tolal Acres 81,506 16,417 51.211
“Targe!” Acres 7.631 11,237 22,180

not address the potential ragiation haz-
ards of uranium mining. Federat stan-
dards do exist {or uranium mining, but
ihey may or may not be adequale tor con-
ditions in Wisconsin. Additional research
is needed 10 determineg if the federal rules
should be modiied 1o insure the salety of
yranium mining within the state, shouid
such mining be undertaken.

Mine Taxation. As with regulations con-
cerning the environmental impacis of min-

- ing, Wisconsin had no comprehensive

rules governing the taxation of all metallic
minerals that couid be extracted within
the state, having taxes specified for.zing
and iron but notior copper. in 1977, the
Legislature responded with a mining pro-
ceeds tax, which was based upon a sim-
plified measure ¢f net income . and pro-
gressive tax rate. Mines earning less than
$100,G00 per year in net income were ex-
empt from laxes. Above this minimum,
there were five net income brackets, each
with a progressively higher lax rale. At the
highest bracket—mines with an annyal

_net mcome of $30 million.or more——~lhe _
1ax raie was 20 percerﬁ 8

in 198{) ¥i’1€3 fzndmgs ofa sludy sponsered
by the Wisconsin Association of Manufac-
furers ang Commerce (WAMC) prompted
tawmakers Lo reconsider he minng {ax
established in 1977. The sludy found the
Wiscansin mining tax 10 be substantially
higher than the taxes of 12 other states
used lor comparison. 1t also found that the
Wisconsin tax would take a grealer per-
centage of net profils from small mines
{3,000 tons per day} than it would from
large rmnes (10,000 tons per day).

Foliowing a major fobbying effort by the
WAMC, the legisialure reduced the tax
rates for all nelincome brackets. Al-
though it refained a progressive lax rate,
the rate for the top income bracket wasg
reguced from 20 percent 10 15 percent.
Further, deductions allowabile for com-
puting net proceeds were increased, and
new slowable deductions were estab-
Ii@__hed.

To measure the impac! of changes in the
tax law, the State Depariment 0f Revenue
created a financiat mode! of a mine that
closely resembled (he polential Exxon
mung at Crandon. According 1o the model,

the revisions would reduce the annual lax
on such a mine from $19.3 million 10 $8.3
milhon. Perhaps this $10 million conces-
sion will prove 10 be a major incentive for
Exxon to begin mining operations al Cran-
don, bui i is unlikely that we will ever
know whether the griginal 1ax law would
have delerred mining this deposit.

Liability of Mining Companies, In 1980,
the Legisiature established conditions for
Bability for damages that apply directly to
melaflic mining firms, Under the law, the
patent.company of the mining firmis
liable for mine-related damages, and this
responsibility does not shiftin the event of
reorganization or liquidation of the mining
firm, 1, for example, a congiomerate
bought out a mining firm, the conglom-
erate must also assume responsibifity for
damages resulting from the mining firm's
activities. If, however, an individual, such
as a farmer of recreationat landowner,
buys land containing mining wastes, the
mining firm, regardiess of its subsequent
organization, relains responsibility for
mine- re aied damages

" The 1980 law also estabhshed a siatute of

imitations which recognizes that mine-
related damages may not become ap-
parent for some years after mining has
ceased. The time limit for filing for dam-
ages is within three years after the dam-
ages have been discovered, or should
have been discovered. This liabitity ap-
plies only to metailic mining, including
uranium, and pertains to ail phases of the
mining operation—1from exploration
through mining, concentrating, and in-
cludes smelting and retining.

Community Impacts. Without doubt, min-
ing will be a stimulus 1o the economies of
nearby communities. Probably less ap-
parenl are the potential economic and
social side effects that can accompany
this developmeni. For example, mining
operations may creale new, high-paying
jobs for local workers, but existing busi-
negses may find themselves unable 1o
comgpete tor workers in the local labor
market. An influx of new workers could
creale a housing shortage H not antick
pated well in advance of their grrival. Simi-
larly, a swelling locat populalion could
sirain the capacity of public services, and
a communly may be forced 10 expand




exisling services and, perhaps, introduce
New ones. Further, a substantial number
of newcomers couid after the social ¢l
mate withint a community.

There is aiso the question of what mining
development—and the property §pecula-
tion that precedes #-—wili have on
properly-tax rates. A recent study, using
the anticipated Exxon mine at Crandon as
@ moded. estimated that mining devetop-
mert would resultina hikeof 1.1102.8
mills in the Crandon property-tax rale. an
increase of 30 1o 75 percent. This esti-
mate is based on {wo projections of the
humber of newcomers—303 and 605 per-
sons-—that the mine might attract o the
communily, a number thal is unknown and
that could be influenced by zoning and
other policies. According to the mode,
praperty-lax rates peak during the con-

o -struction phase and then decline some-

- what when production begins. The study

found that mining development would
have little effect on tocal school faxes
because of compensation through the
state school aids formula,

To help communities adjust 1o these
potential economic and social changes,
the State Legistature established the Mine
Impact Fund in the mine lax law of 1977
Through the impact fund, the state pro-
vides formuia payments to counties,
towns, villages and cities in which ore is

- mined, and 1o any Native American com.

S munitywithin a.municipality in 'whieh ore

is mined. At its discretion, the state can
also make payments to communities that
can show they have incurred increased
€osts due to mining or the potential for
mining. In addition, communities are par-
tially reimbursed for lawyer fees resulting
from their involvement in mine-related
issues. Finally, the fund is also being used
for pianning for local facilities and fand
use.

Mineral Rights. in general, the whole
area of mineral righis is in considerabile
disarray. Mineral rights on many public
and private tracts of land have been
separated from surface ownarship.
Although information on severed mineral
rights is fragmented, surveys indicate, for
@xarmngle, mineral rights for 70 percent of
the land in lowa County, 30 percent in
Vilag County, 22 percent in Rusk County
and 44 percent in the state’s two national
forests have been severed from surface
ownership. Because the owners of min-
eral rights are often difficult to iccate, it
would seem a gystem requiting periodic
Te-registration of mineral rights wouid

clarify ownership and reduce the costs of
mneral exploration. In siluations in which
the owner or all of the Co-Owners cannot
be found, if may be advisable for the state
1o set up an escrow system which woid
allow development to proceed and pay-
ments {0 be made on the owners’ behalf.

Wisconsin did have a law fequiring reqgis-
Iration of severed minerat rights, but the
1972 law was ruled unconstitutional in
Pederson v. CNw {Chicago and North.
western Transportation Co.) In Minnesota,
a similar law has been upheid by the
courts. ‘

Although there have been four opinipns of
altorneys general that seem to suggest
the opposite, the ruting in Pederson v,
CNW has been interpreted to mean that
county ownership of tax-delinquent lands
does not necessarily reunite surface ang
mineral rights that were onge separated.
Florence County has circumvented this
nebuious legal area by specilying in a
lease that if it is found that the county
does not own the mineral tights, then half
the royalty is for rights of access to the
surface, which the county clearly owns.

A 1980 opinion of the altorney general has
made the issue of mineral-rights cwner-
ship even more complicated, having rais-
ed serious questions abou! the legality of
railroad-company claims of mineral .

- ownership,

" Several Wisconsin legislators have ex.

pressed interest in enacting 2 law mod-
eled after Iadiana's Dormant Mineral in-
terest Act, which the U . Supreme Court
ruled as constitutional earlier this year,
Under the indiana law, mineral tights on
lands that have not been mined for 20
years elapse and revert to the current sur-
face owner unless the holder of the se-
vered rights files a new statement of claim
in the county records office before the
20-year period expires {or, for older
claims, within two years of the effective
date of the law).

Public Lands. in northern Wisconsin,
one-fourth of the tand is publicly cwned.
Becaused minerat deposits probably
underiie at least some of these fands,
there are questions about whether these
lands should be mined and. if 50, under
what conditions.

Most of the public lands in the region are
held by counties, and since the 1960s,
quite a few counties have leased land to
mining firms. In contrast o sales of timber
that are valued at $1.000 or more, coun-
lies are rot reguired to lpase mineral

fights according to a competitive process,
with virtually alf apling for negotations
with a single firm. Limited experignce
under Minnesota's competitive system of
leasing state ang county lands suqgests
Wisconsin counties are shorichanging
themselves in these two-parly negotia-
tions. In Minnesola, the compelitive pro-
Cess has increased the royalty rate by at
ieast one hall, and on some tracts the rate
has atmost tripled.

Similar poticy questions surround the leas-
ing of state jands for mining development,
although counties own most of the public
fands in the exploration area. Thus far, no
state fands have been leased, but the
Board of Commissioners of Public Lands,
which administers trust lands, has had o
several offers from mining firms, and it
clearly has the legal authority to enterf into
such agreements. The other major holder
of state lands, the Depariment of Naturat
Resources, can lease mineral rights under
navigable waters. and it can lsase state
torestlands for exploration but not for mie-
ing, according to legal interpretations.

- Because langs underlying navigabie

walters are dilficull to explore and -
because they are environmentaily fragile,
such lands have received little considera-
tion for mining development. State forest-
kands are aisc nol very atlractive 1o min-

- ing firms because they are not Jikely 1o ex-
plore an area without being assured of the

rightto mine. .- =+

An interagency committee, at the request
of the Board of Commissioners of Public
Lands and the Wisconsin County Minerals
Resource Asscciation, devised a competi-
tive system for feasing minera rights on
state and county lands. Under the pro-
posed system, the lease would go to the
bidder offering the highest royality rate.
The commitige aiso suggested levels of
rent to e paid on land under exploration
and drew up a modei iease 1o inplement
the concepts of the proposals.

The Board of Commissioners has made
no etfort to adopt the competitive leasing
System. Rather, the board, comprised of
elected officials, seems wary of the public
criticism that might greet leasing of the
trust fands for mineral developmen!. One
county, Langlade County, has moved cau-
tiously toward adopfing a competitive
leasing system, but public criticiem and
misunderstanding of the proposal has
sialled adoption.
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~Summary o

In general, Wisconsin has developed'a
rather comprehensive set of pubhic poi-
cies 10 guide mining of metailic minerals
within its boundaries, particularly with
regard 16 environmental regulations, taxa-
tion and hability for mining-reiated dam-
ages. Yet, severai grey areas remain. One
grey area is the adequacy of proposed
rules 1o protect groundwater from degra-
dation from mine wastes. Ancther is the
uncertainty over the Iong-term toxic ef-
fects of mine wastes.

The very tangled issue of minerakrights
ownership is aiso a grey area and, per-
haps, the most politically sensitive one.
Any law enacted lo straighten out this
contusing situation is bound {6 have some
delractors because it touches upon the
right 1o property, one of the most basic
righis in this nation, Simifarty, mineral
deveioprment on stals and county lands is
likely 1o galvanize groups within the slate,
with some holding that public lands should
be preserved from development ang
Others arguing that these fands should be
accessible to mining companies,

A pumber of Wisconsin counties have en-
tered intoJeasing agreements with mining
firms, but virtually nong of these agree-
ments have been transacted on the basis
of competitive bidding. These bilateratly
negotiated leases will probably cost the
counlies a joss of revenue because they
have agreed to terms tha! are lower than
could be oblained through competitive
bidding. In Minnasota, where a compeli
tive bidding system has peen established
for leasing mineral rights on county and
slale lands, the royalty rate has increased
by at least one-half. Recognizing that the
potential royalty income from the mine ex-
pecied to be developett at Crandon lies in
the range of $200 million 1o $500 million, it
appears worthwhile 1o develop policies to
guide leasing of public tands.
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By Bonnie StoweéYs

Special to The SRRl _mnz_

Town of Nashville — Some property
owners in the Forest County Town of
Nashville bave asked town officials to
-adopt a moratorium on metal mining, it
was learned Stinday. . . o

" Exxon Minerals Co. applied in Decem-
ber 1982 to the State Department of Nat-
-ural Resources for a permit to develop &

77-million:ton * copper-zinc oie " deposit
near Crandon, Company officials estimat-

‘ed the cost of development. at about $1
billion. -

._-Company ofticials have said the project
“Would ereate 700 to 1,000 new jobs.

© The moratorium was requested in Jet-

- ters from 291 residents and cottage own-
efs to town officials and members of

‘Concerned Nashville Taxpayers, organiz-

‘etg of the letter-writing drive, sald

“George Rock of Green Bay, a spokesman

_for the taxpayer group.
. “We do not feel that present state law

protects local taxpayers from the costs of

possible. long-term environmental prob-.
lems that could occur” because of min-

& Rock said. .

andowners se

)

Rock, who owns a cottage in the Town
of Nashville, sald 119 letters had been
sent to the town treasurer with property

tax payments, and 172 had been sent to .

hir. e

“It is not clear whether a moratorium
would be legally binding on:the town,

even if we were to pass one,” said Super-
_visor Al Schafer of Pickeral. The town. -~

has about 450 voters, Schafer said.
* Schafer said he believed the morato-

-rium is being sought “because of.the
-many misunderstandings floating arcund.
about state mining laws. and what-their

impact on the town would be.”

The Town Mining oo%&#ﬂnm met
Sunday to “clear up those. misunderstan-

" dings,” Schafer said.

Town taxpayers are especially con-

cerned about a. provision in state laws.
that Rock said “would allow mine firms .
-to abandon tailing piles after a 10-year.
_period, leaving the most of the long-term
" care to the taxpayers.,” 0

State waste cleanup funds:"are proba-
bly inadequate,” and Northern Wisconsin
taxpayers “might not fare toop well if we
have to compete with Wiote popuious

ek mining ban

- Legislative Councll,

. bility for care and maintenance, Patn

areas for the money,” Rock said.

Under - present law, mine companies
may apply-to the DNR for permission to -
end their. long-term -responsibilities 10
years after & mine is closed if they can:
show that more care is not needed to pro-
tect human health or the. environmen
according to & report from Mark Patro-
sky, staff attorneyfor the:'W

. If early termination s approved by the
DNR, the agency must asseme responsis
skysaid.

Cleariop costs arising™1ro
mental - incidents .after a mine
would bé paid from state funds
present law, T

However, if early termination is not

- ble for care and maintenance for 30 years "

after a mine is closed.

" Rock said 85 town boards in the state
have adopted moratoriums on uranium
and metal mining.

. A moratorium on uranium mining “hyfs
been in effect for some time,” Schfer
sald.

N
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Town of Nashville — There will be no mining -
morsatorium in the Forest County Town of Nash- = - i
ville until town officlals feel there is no other way a
to solve the problems connected with mining, said. i
Neal Schallock, of the town's Mining Committee, = .’

Schallock said a majority of town residents it &
meeting Sunday were undecided about mining. He
said town officials will siay neutral on miping un-
til ail the evidence is in.

Taxpayers are concerned about an Exxon Min-
ing Co. proposal to mine a 77-million ton copper-
zince deposit near Crandon. Company officials esti- -
mate it will cost $1 billion to set up the mining -
operation.

Town Clerk Carol Marquartt, of Pickerel, said
24 residents were undecided, 12 opposed to min-
ing and three were for mining on a show-of-hands
vote at the meeting.

Marquartt said 30 to 40 people had left the
meeting when the vote was tak:n.

A citizens group, Concerned Nashville Taxpay-
ers, had organized a letter-writing drive to get
town officials to adopt a moratorivm on mining of
uranium and other metals.

George Rock, of Green Bay, a spokesman for .-
the group, said & majority of property owners :
want & moratorium. Rock said taxpayers fear they ™
will have to pay for any. eavimmenzal problem' o
the mining causes. :

Rock-said 291 partand full-time town resideuﬁ:
wrote - letters  to town officlals supporting the
moratorium. @éf
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DNR experts queried |
on Exxon's mine plans

- ' - ‘“M ] N “Is this just & subterfuge for building a radioac-
APR -7 R%Qumc-y Dadis'm Rl u‘ 7%15% was;gd_l}mp?” one -_:gg;mem asked. - .

" Sentinel statf writer

Crandon — Residents of ‘this:area questioned
State Department . of. Natural Resources experts
here Wednesday about thé proposed Exxon Miner-
als Co. Zinc-copper mine planned for five miles
south of town.

Robert Rambarter, who Jeads the team that will
write the environmental impact statement on the
project for the DNR, said the meeting had been
i called:

®To fearn what issues concerned area residents
so that the team could be sure the issues were
emphasized in the statement.

®To give residents a chance to satisfy them-
selves that DNR employes studying Exxon’s per-
- mitapplication:knew what they weredoing.

" ®To help residents understand the mass of tech-

nical data in the envirommental impact report
_Exxou filed last December with its permit applica-
. tion. '

The mine is one of the largest industrial projects
ever proposed in. Wisconsin, Barry Hanson, Exx-
on’s manager of technical services for the project,
said the mine was expected to cost $887 million by
the time it closed in 2022.

Residents also had a chance to guestion experts
individually.

“No,"” sald Gordon Reinke, DNR mining impact
chief. “The geology that makes this a good spot to
mine would -make it a poor place to dispose of ra-
dicactive waste.”

Reinke said & solid granite formation was need-
ed for the dump, but the ore body that Exxon
hopes 10 ming was an intrusion of sulfide ore into
a crack in the granite.

Archie Wilson, a DNR hydrologist, said the

“answers aren't all in yet’' on what would happen
to area lakes as water was pumped {from the mine.

Little Sand Lake, which is nearest the ore body,
is a "perched lake,” its bottom 10 feet above the
top of the ground water, he said. Other nearby
lakes depend on ground water and may dr op.”

" Wilson said more information would be neéded
before hydrologistd could predict what would
happen to any of the lakes.

The environmental impact statement is due in
about 15 months. At that time, Ramharter said, it
would go to a formal public hearing. o

After the hearing, the DNR must be satisfied

the environment will not be harmed or the permit
will not be issued.

Exxon hopes to start building the mine in Sep-
tember 1985 and ship the first ore in 1989,
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““While calling an Exxon Minerals
Ca. report on a proposed zinc and cop-

per mine near Crandon “a major step

forward,” the state issued a criticism

of, the report's. shorfcomings and.

asked for answers to hundreds of
additional complex questions. -
-The Department of Natural Re-
sources, in ‘a 4page letter and a
5Zpage point-by-point analysis, told
Exxon what it already knew: The
process of getting all the necessary -
censes and approvais for an $800-mil-
lon mine in Forest County was not
going fo be easy.

The Exxon filing “does not yet
contain ail the information necessary
to,support many of the important con-
clusions containgd in the report nor to

Jgllow. an independent analysis of the
“Sgpiect,” the:DNR said,: adding that

wisconsin State Journal, Friday, May 13, 1933

tate ,Criﬁé\ilzes Exxon report
ing more answers

n_)'ilch of the Information apparentiyg@ “dress needs for a solid-waste langfill.

.was in the hands of Exxon

The sulfide-ore deposit, discovered
in 1974, is estimated to be one of the
10 }a_rg&‘it In the world. -

Concerny about ground-water.qual-
ity were dominant in the DNR criti:
cism, as weye questions about. general
and specific environmental, social and
economic impacts of the project.

- The department, which expects to
take aboui two years to study the re-
port and Exxon responses before is-

suing an environmental-imparet state- -

ment, said Exxon:

¥ Misidentified a variety of state
regulations, requirements and charac-
teristics, including calling a five-lined
skink a turtle. (It is a lizard),

v Sometimes based information
on old studies and data.

+ Did not include permit applica-

tions for wuste-water discharge or ad-

v Falled to discuss the ecologi-
cal relationships in the area.

“The discussion should cMaracter-
ize the area as a remote, low-popula-
tion-gensity region possessing intrinsic
vahies: for human use and ecological
relationships” the DNR wrote, “These
values-enable the area to supiport spe-
cies preferring solitary habitats and
the tourism industry, an essential ele-
ment of the area’s economy,” =

“The impact on ground-water qual-
ity and resulting availability of water

- for private uses was singled out.

To mine the bedrock, the water
table must be drawn down by pumping
water out. That will introduce oxygen
to rocks and possibly add undesirable
chernicals {o the ground water.

The DNR denied a company claim
that ground -water in the rocks is
“highly ‘mineralized ‘and unsiitable

without treatment for many. domes-

tic, industrial or agricultural uses”
This siatement, the DNR said, should
be substantiated or removed. -
Another area of concern, the DNR
said, was the possibility that the
Crandon mine might be expanded to
service other ore bodies in the area.
‘The technical and economic feasibil-
ity of such an expansion should be de-
bed, the DNR said
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Sentina! Madison Bureau
Madison — A resolution 1o post-
pone further activities in connection
_'with Crandon zinc or cOpper mining
unti! Sokacgon Chippewa {ndian
tand- ownership claims are settied
will be presented to Exxon Corp.
stockholders at their annuz! meeting
Thursday. )

* A tribal delegation and & repre-

lsentative of the Dominican Sisters in

"Wisconsin will present the resolution

'at the stockholders meeting in Orlan- .
. ;da.-.{-‘_l_a.,_ “according to a spokesman
'‘trom the Madison-based Center for

;Alternative Mining Development Pol-

N
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_ Proponents: of the resolution say
that Exxon is obliged 10 respect the
right of the Chippewas to settle their
claims of land ownership before min-
ing plans are further developed.

The company says it hes clear title
to the lands and the right to develop
the Crandon deposit.

Proponents also cite a “global cop-
per depression” and claim it is un-
wise economically and soctally to
invest in Crandon mining at this
_ﬁmﬁ_. 3 .::. . ) 3 .. _

. The company’s board of. directors
is recommending that stockholders
vote against the resolution.
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Tougher mining laws urged

MADISON (AP) — Wisconsin is
“‘ahead of the pack” in drafting
tough mining regulations, but laws
are still not strict enough to com-
pletely protect the public from poilu-
tion, an outspoken Environmental

Protection Agency employee said
Monday,

Hugh Kaufman, an EPA hazardous
waste expert, said the state should
develop its own technicat information
on proposed mines instead of taking a
mining company’s word for it and un-
dertake its own regional study of the
economic and environmental effects
of mining in northern Wisconsin.

“What you have is the fox develop-
ing the technical base for running the
chicken coop,” he said. . :

- Kaufman - also. criticized what he
called:the limited financial liabilit
of mining cmntpanies to clean up poiy
lution years after 2 mine closes and
what he suggested was an inadequate
supply of preliminary environmental
reports on Exxon’s proposed Crandon
mine.

It was Kaufman's testimony to Con-
gress on the handling of the federal
Superfund toxic waste clean-up pro-
gram that led to the resignation of

.

Anne Gorsuch as head of the agency
and the departure of other top EPA
officials. :

Kaufman stressed that he was in
Wisconsin in a personal rather than
‘official capacity. His trip, sponsored
by a private group, included meet-
ings in Ladysmith and Pickerel as
well as a news conference in Madi-
son.

In response to a question, Kaufman
said he knows of no state with stricter
environmental regulation of mining
than Wisconsin, but that did not
mean the state’s regulations were
strict enough.

“I'don’t think there's any question
you're moving in the right direction.
I just-don’t think you're there yet,”
he said, "0 o T e

.:On the surface there is strong lia-
bility...but the fine print doesn’t af-
ford me the same confidence that the
bold ietters do," he said of long-term
liability laws designed to protect
neighbors from pollution after a mine
is worked out and closed.

“It's the fine print that determines
whether a project is going to be an
economic or environmental catas-
tropfie,” he added.

o,

Gordon Reinke, chief of the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources’ mine
reclamation section, chatlenged
some of Kaufman's conclusions about
Wisconsin mining laws.

Reinke said the state requires min-
in F companies to gather environmen-
tal information before they start to
mine, and verifies the information so
it can later be learned whether a
mine is causing pollution.

He said a regional study of mining
would be a step backward because
the ore deposits in Wisconsin are lo-
calized sulfide ¢ its, not wide
spread copper-nickel deposits like
those in northern Minnesota.

The state has created a $15 million
fund to handle pollution caused ‘by
mining: wastes, and the DNR could
order the owners of polluted wells to
be reimbursed by the fund or the
mining company at fault long after a
mine closed, Reinke said,

The process of deciding whether or
not to 1ssue a permit to Exxon has in-
volved the public from an earlier
point in the process than any similar
project ever has, and the stage of de-

tailed public hearings has not even
begun, he said.




"Mine opposition growing |
MADISON, Wis. — George Rock of Green Bay worries
that an Exxon zinc and copper mine near Crandon could
pollute well water under his Eemmer cottage near Pickerel
Lake and the untimed watéfs of the River, beside
which he also owns some land. 8
“I think in the long term, there is a possxbﬁity of pollu-
tion over a wide area,” Rock, a ciyil engineer, said.
Robert Russell, head of Exxon's Crandon project and a:
veteran mining engineer, said -his company is prepared to
use 21st Century technclog to make sure polution doesn’t

occ}\;lgnetﬁeless the W;sqorén ggu%é 5@&5&@@-

¢il, a group of more-or-less avowed mining oppenents, has
drawn more than 300 members in its first year of exist-
ence, Al Gedicks of Madison, its secretary, says. '

The group's fastest growing chapter, Gedicks said, is in '
the Town of Nashville, which mclucfes part of the Exxon
ore deposit in Forest County.

Gedicks said opposition to mining in Wisconsin may be a |
slumbering giant that is showing increasing signs of stir- .
ring as Exxon prepares to mine what geologists have said
is one of the world’s biggest desposits of zinc and copper.

Russell said Gedicks’ group has misled persons about
that state’s mining laws, which were rewritten primarily m
response to Exxon’s discovery.

It will be at least two years yet before public hearmgs
begin on Exxon's request for mining permits that would”
allow the company to chip and blast, crush and cajole 75,
million tons of ore from nature’s grasp in an undertaking
that could take more than 30 years, create 800 jobs and in-

i
! volve an investment of § billion.
L--w x ]
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¢ ' Leaders of a coalition of 35 state
environmental groups criticized Gov.
Earl’s stand on mining in Wisconsin
and have asked for & meeting with

him, a spokesman said Friday.

/

Jim Wick, president of the Wis-
consin Environmental Network, sald
he was concerned about a recent Earl
announcement that the state would
help Exxon “clear the paper work as
guickly as possible” to deveiop a
mining project in Crandon.

Wick said he was less concerned
aMyut any specifics of Exxon’s min-

ing plans and more concerned about
the governor's apparent haste.

41 think it is very important to
consider the effects of mining on
tourism, a major industry in northern
Wisconsin,” Wick said.

“Why are we now expediting the
process to begin mining in Wiscon-
sin? Has the quest to enhance Wis-
consin’s ‘business clirate’ taken pre-
cedence over protection of the state’s
environment?” he asked.

“We still do not have a non-degra-
dation ground-water poiicy, and no

Earl's stand on mining criticized:

new mining regulations have been.
promuigated,” he said. L s

Wick sald he sent Earl a letter
Thursday asking for a meeting to
discuss his concernM

“The petwork had‘altég,god ;

rapport with the governor. He was at
our founding convention two gyegrs

ago,” Wick said. SEP 10 1983

Wick said his group was not anti- -
business, just concerned that proper.
safeguards were taken to protect
land, air and water quality.
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