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CHAPTER 342
VEHICLE TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT LA W

CERTIFICATEOF TITLE 342.18 When department to issue a new certificate.
342.01 Words and phrases defined. 342.19 Perfection of security interests.
342.02 Excepted liens and security interests. 342.195 Notification of person who has perfected security interest.
342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. 342.20 Duties on creation of security interest.
342.05 When certificate of title required. 342.21 Assignment of security interest.
342.06 Application for certificate of title. 342.22 Release of security interest.
342.065 Title for salvage vehicle. 342.23 Secured partg' and owneés duties.
342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. 342.24 Method of perfecting exclusive.
342.08 Department to examine records. 342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.
342.09 When department to issue certificate and to whom; maintenance 8#2.255 Cancellation of title or registration.
records. 342.26 Hearings and appeal.
342.10 Contentsof certificate of title. 342.281 Previously certificated vehicle.
342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of title. 342.282 Deferred application to previously certificated vehicle.
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. 342.283 Distinctive certificate.
342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. 342.284 New security interest in a previously certificated vehicle.
342.14 Fees. 342.285 Unsatisfied security interest in previously certificated vehicle.
TRANSFER OF TITLE ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS
342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. 342.30 Identification numbers.
342.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of transferors and transferees. 342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor vehicles.
342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. 342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of certificate of title.
342.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction companies to maintain recor@2.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab.
342.16 Transfer to or from dealer 342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or junking of vehicle.
342.17 Involuntary transfers. 342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal; disposal.
CERTIFICATEOF TITLE (b) If the owner applies for registration of a vehicle without

holding a valid certificate of title previously issued to tbatner
342.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and by the departmgnt for the vehicle, tieshe shall at the same time
phrasegefined in s340.01are used in the same sense in thigpplyfor a certificate of title.

chapterunless a dferent definition is specifically provided. (2) Exceptas provided in suli3), an applican eligibility for
(2) In this chapter: acertificate oftitle is a prerequisite to registration of the vehicle.
(ag) “Deliver” includes electronic transmission. If the applicant for registration holds a valid certificate of title pre

(am) “Leasingcompany” means any lessor who, within th&iously issued to the applicant by the department for the vehicle,
precedingl2 months, has leas&dor more vehicles for a periodthat's prima facie evidencef ownership of the vehicle and the

of at least 4 months. applicantneed not apply for a new certificate of title @pplica
(b) “Mileage” means the actual distance that a vehicle has 4N for re.glstrat.lon. ) L
eledin miles. (3) This section does not apply in a situatiwhere the law

%presslyauthorizes registration of a vehicle in the name of a per

(c) "Transfer” means to change ownership by purchase, glftson other than the owner or where the law expressly authorizes

any other means.

History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 27 registrationwithout a certificate of title.
(4) Any owner who operates or consents to the operation of a

342.02 Excepted liens and security interests.  This vehiclefor which a certificate of title is required without such-cer
chapterdoes not apply to or fafct: tificate having been issued or applied for or atlyer person who

(1) Alien given by statute or rule of law to a supplier of seioperates vehicle for which a certificate of title is requirdpw-
vices or materials for the vehicle. ing that the certificate of title has not been issued or apfidied

(2) A lien given by statute to the United States, this state or aiyy be required to forfeit not more than $200céktificate is con
political subdivision of this state. sideredto havebeen applied for when the application accompa

(3) A security interest in a vehicle created by a manufactur@ied by the required fee has been delivered to the department or
or dealer who holds the vehicle for sale, which shall be goverr@@Positedn the mail properly addressed and with postage pre
by the applicable provisions of ch09. paid.

(5) Unlessotherwise authorized hyile of the department, a
342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases.  Not-  nonresidenbwner of a vehicle that is not subjectrégistration
withstandings.401.201 (37)or ch.409, a transaction involving in this state may not apply for a certificate of title under this-chap
amotorvehicle, trailer or semitrailer does not create a condition@lr unless the vehicle is subject to a security intesesikcept as
saleor a security interest merely because it includes a provisiprovidedin s.342.16 (1) (a) Notwithstanding any other provision
that permits or requires the rental prieebe adjusted under theof this section, a nonresident mpyrchase temporary operation
agreemenby reference to the amount realized upon the salegiatesunder s341.09 (4) Any temporary operation permit or
otherdisposition of the motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer  plateissued under 841.09shallnot be considered registration of

History: 1991 a. 148 the vehicle for purposes of this subsection.

. . . History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 2731981 c. 1501987
342.05 When certificate of title required. (1) The owner a,lg')%g%’; 1993 a(,:1598 ¢ 0 @ c. 273 ¢ 150

of a vehicle subject to registration in this state, whether or not such
vehicle is operated on any highway of this state, shadke 342.06 Application for certificate of title. (1) An applica
applicationfor certificate of title fothe vehicle under the follow tion for a certificate of title shall be made to the department upon

ing circumstances: a form or in an automated format prescribed by it and shall be
(a) If the owner has newly acquired the vehicle, he or she stedtompaniedby the required fee. Each application for certificate
makeapplication under 8£42.15 of title shall include the following information:
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(&) The name and address of the owner (i) A place for an applicant who is a natysafson to designate
(b) A description of the vehicle, including make, model, iderthatthe applicans name, street address, postieefbox number
tification number and any othénformation or documentation and9-digit extended zip code mawt be disclosed as provided

thatthe department may reasonably reqireproper identifica in s.341.17 (9) a statement indicating thefedt of making such

tion of the vehicle or for determination of the mileage of thadesignation and a place for an appliaahb has made a designa
vehicleas disclosed by prior transferors. tion under this paragraph to reverse the designation. The depart

(c) The date of purchase by tgplicant, the name and addres§'€nt may provide for these designations and statement on an
of the person from whorthe vehicle was acquired and the namedltérnativeform or in an automated format.
andaddresses of any secured parties in the order of their priority () For a motor vehicle of a model year less than 10 years old,
(d) If the vehicle is a new vehicle being registered for the firfj€ certificate of title of the person transferring the title to the
time, the signature of a deaathorizedto sell that new vehicle, aPplicantor, if applicable, the manufactuterdocument of origin;
the total of the number dfres normally used on the vehicle durind"® mf”eag? dlbslcloshure statemfent required Undgﬂgﬁ£5 (Slé):
its operation on the highways plus the number of any spare tif 8| appllca fe’ht 3 power of attorney required urtiei)
with which the vehicle is normally equipped and h@nufactur or rules of the department.

er'sdocument of origin. The document of origin shall contain the (k) If the vehicle is arautomobile, station wagon or motor
information specified by the department. truck haVIng a reglstered Welght of 8,000 pOUndS or less and-a tem

(e) Any further evidence of ownership which may reasonabggrl"’.‘%?;neq;?g?q'pg?gfzhat‘ﬁebﬁfgri's'tfiggg ?‘huem\g:'g]?t#g?:rgsb

berequired by the department to enabl®itletermine whether !

the owner is entitled to a certificate of title and the existence B3y operation plate. o

nonexistencef security interests in the vehicle. (1m) On the formor in the automated format for application
(eg) If the applicant is amdividual, the social security numberfor a certificate of title, thelepartment may show the fee under s.

of the applicant. The department of transportation may net d%42.14(3m)separately from t_he fee undei3g2.14 (1)or (3). .
closea socialsecurity number obtained under this paragraph to (2) Any person who knowingly makes a false statement in an

any person except to the departme‘hWorkforce development applicationfor a certificate of title may be fined not more than
for the sole purpose of administeringt§.22 $5,0000r imprisoned not more than 5 years or both.

. . . NOTE: Sub. (2) is amended eff. 12-31-99 197 Wis. Act 283to read:
(em) Any further evidence which may reasonably be required (2) Any person whoknowingly makes a false statement in an application for

_by the d_Epartme_m to enable it to determine whether any of H\&ktificate of title may be fined not moe than $5,000 or imprisoned not maz

informationspecified in s342.10 (3) (c}o(g) may be applicable than 7 years and 6 months or both.

to the vehicle. (3) Any person intending to use a vehicle as a taxicab or for
(f) If the identification number of the vehicle has beepublic transportation who fails to state such intent in the applica

removed obliterated or altered, or if the original casting has bedion for certificate of title or any person who faits furnish any

replacedpr if the vehicle has ndteen numbered by the manufacotherinformation required by sull) (h) may be required to for

turer, the application for certificate of title shall so state. If théeit not more than $1,000.

identification number of the vehicleas originally based on an _ History: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1987 a. 10,

enginenumber and the engine number is no longer pertingheto 33 199 2 39263 898,318 1993 a 63153 105 490 1997 a. 27191 283 -

X . ub. (2) is not limited to false statements made by applicant, but may include
vehicle because of subsequeengine changes and no othegealer. State vWilliams, 156 W (2d) 296, 456 NW (2d) 864 (Ct. App. 1990).
manufacturer’sdentification numberchassisnumber or serial
numberexists, the department shall assign a new identificati@42.065 Title for salvage vehicle. (1) (a) A purchaser of
numberfor the vehicle under 842.30 (1m) a salvage vehicle that is not currentitfed as a salvage vehicle

(g) If the vehicle is a used motor vehicle which was last prahall, promptly after delivery to him or her of the salvage vehicle,
viously registered in another jurisdiction, the applicant shisll  apply for asalvage vehicle certificate of title by submitting to the
nishany certificate of ownership issued by the ofbesdiction ~departmentthe properly assigned certificate of title under s.
anda statement pertaining to the title history and ownership 3#2.15(1) (c) or other evidence of ownership, the applicant’
suchmotor vehicle, such statementbe in the form the depart statementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for
mentprescribes. a salvage certificate of title and the required fee.

(h) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehicle (b) The owner of a salvage vehicle that is not currently titled
intendsto utilize that vehicle as a taxicab or for public transport@sa salvage vehicle shall promptly apply for a salvage vehicle cer
tion, the applicant shall state that fact in the application. If ttiicate of title by submitting to the department the certificate of
applicantknows that thevehicle has previously been used as ttle for the vehicle or other evidence of ownership, the applgant’
taxicabor for public transportation and that fact is not noted on taéatementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for
old certificate of title, the applicamshall state in the application @ salvage certificate of title and the required fee. Phismgraph
thatthe vehicle has previously been so used. doesnot apply to a salvage vehicle that is purchased by a salvage

(hm) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehicle/€hiclepurchaser subject to the requirements of(ar
intendsto utilize that vehicle aa police vehicle by a law enforce  (c) If the interest of an owner avehicle that is titled in this
mentagencythe applicant shall state that facthe application. Stateis not transferred upon paymesitan insurance claim that,

If the applicant knows that the vehicle has previously bsed includingany deductible amounts, exceeds 70% of the fair market
asa police vehicle by a law enforcement agency and that facvgjue of the vehicle, any insurer of the vehicle shall, within 30
notnoted on theld certificate of title, the applicant shall state irflaysof payment of the insurance claim, notify the department in
the application that the vehicle has previously been so used. writing of the claim payment and thitie vehicle meets the statu

(hr) If the vehicle is less than 7 years old, is damagebtiy tory definition of a salvage vehicle, in the manner and form pre
sionor other occurrence the extent that the estimated or actugic'iPed by the department. _
cost,whichever is greateof repairing the vehicle exceeds 30% (2) Upon notification from an insurer under suf) (c), the
of its fair market value and was transferred to an insurer upen pégpartmenshall promptly notify the owner of the salvage vehicle
mentof an insurance claim, the insurer shall state that fact in tH@the or she is required to apply for a salvage vehicle certificate
application. If the applicant knows that the vehicle had been-rarff title under sub(1) (b)
ferredto an insurer upon payment of an insurance claim and that(3) Upon compliance with the requirements of s(b), the
factis not noted on the old certificate of title, the applicant shadkepartmenshall issue a salvage vehicle certificate of title for the
statein the application that the vehicle has previously been gehicle. Thecertificate shall include the words “This is a salvage
transferred. This paragraph does not apply to salvage vehiclesehicle”.
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(4) (a) Except as provided in péb), any person who violates  (b) The names of any secured patrties in the order of prawity
sub.(1) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. shownon the application oif the application is based on another
(b) Any person who violates sufl) with intent to defraud certificateof title, as shown on such certificate.
may be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more (bm) Notwithstanding s342.02 (2) if the applicant is named
than5 years or both. in a statewide support lien docket providetler s49.854 (2) (b)
NOTE: Par. (b) is amended eff. 12-31-99 3997 Ws. Act 283to read: a notation stating “Per section 49.854 (2) of thesénsin Stat

(b) Any person whoviolates sub. (1) with intent to defraud may be fined not  utes, the state of Mtonsinhasa lien on this vehicle for unpaid
more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not moe than 7 years and 6 months or both. support.”

History: 1993 a. 63.5, 6, 11; 1997 a. 283 ) ) )
(c) The title number assigned to the vehicle.
342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. (1) Applica- (d) A description of the vehicle, including make, model and
tion for registration of and a new certificaiétitle for a repaired identificationnumber
salvagevehicle must be accompanied by the required fees, a prop (dm) The mileagedisclosure statement required under s.
erly assigned salvage certificate of title for the vehicle and agy2.155 and any notations or qualifying statemeexplaining
othertransfer document requirdy law and by the certificate of the odometer reading specified by the department by rule.
inspectionunder sub(4). (e) Any other data which the department deems pertinent and
(2) A repaired salvage vehicle may not be registered or Besirable.
issueda new certificate of title until an inspector authorized by the 2y (a) The certificatef title shall contain spaces for all of the
departmenexamines it for the following, as specified in rules Pr%llowing:
mulgatedby the department:
(a) To determine whether the vehidgtethe same vehicle for
which the salvage title in sul) was issued;
(b) To verify the source and ownership of the major parts an
componentaised to recondition the vehicle; and S
(c) To determine whether the vehicleiiscompliance with
safetyequipment requirements.

: ool.
for(t3h)e (g;amﬁz?tf)opr:ui:r? r;tuf()g‘;l.” payfee of $80 to the departmentp (b) The certificate of title may contain spaces for application

for a certificateof title by a transferee and for the naming of a
by a city, village, town of county75% of the fee paid undpat g curecpartygnd t.he assignment or.release qf.a securiFy interest.
@) shalllbe creoiited to the appropriation undexs395 (5)ch) 3) Beformssumg a new or duplicate certificate of title for
andthe city village, town or county employing the inspectball Motorvehicle, the department shall permanently record any of the
be reimbursed this amount from that appropriation. following information, if applicable, on such certificate:

(4) If the vehicle passes the examinationsitb. (2), the (a) That the vehicle was previously licensed and used as-a taxi

inspectorshall provide the applicant with an inspection certificat§?20r for public transportation.

showingthat the vehicle satisfies the inspection standards. (b) That the vehiclavas previously licensed and used as a
History: 1975 c. 385421; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1987 a. 3491993 a. 16437, police vehicle by a law enforcement agency
(c) That the vehicle was not manufactured in compliance with
342.08 Department to examine records. The department all federal emission and safety standards applicable at the time of
shall check the application for a certificate of title against th@anufacturewhether or not the vehicle was subsequently modi
recordsof stolen vehicles in the department of justice: fied to meet such standards, and that the vehicle is “non-USA
(1) Beforeissuing a certificate of title for a vehicle last prestandard”.
viously registered in another jurisdiction. (d) That the vehicle was a flood damaged vehicle.
(2) Upon receipt of an application for a certificate of title (e) That the vehicle was a manufacturers buyback vehicle.
showinga transfer of ownership of a vehicle. (f) That the vehicle was previously a salvage vehicle.
History: 1973 c. 1691977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1987 a. 349 . .
(g) That the vehiclevas transferred to an insurer upon-{ay
342.09 When department to issue certificate and to mentof an insurance claim. This paragraph does not apply-to sal
whom: maintenance of records. (1) The department shall Vagevehicles. _ _ _
maintain a record of each application for certificate of title (4) Unlessthe applicant fulfillshe requirements of 842.12
receivedby it and, when satisfied as to its genuinenessegud  (3), a distinctive certificatef title shall be issued for a vehicle last
larity and that the applicant is entitled to the issuance of a eertfireviouslyregistered in another jurisdiction the laws of which do
cateof title, shall issue and deliver a certificétethe owner of the notrequire that secured parties be named on a certificate of title

1. Assignment and warranty of title by the owner

2. The mileage disclosure statement required B¢2.155
d 3. Reassignment andarrantyof title by a dealer or whole
aler.

4. Any information required by the department when a motor
vehicle is soldat a motor vehicle auction or motor vehicle salvage

vehicle. to perfect their security interests. The certificsitall contain the
(2) Thedepartment shall maintain a record of all applicatio§§9end This vehiclemay be subject to an undisclosed security

anaall certficates of fitle issued by it brescribes.If o notice ofa. Securiy nterest i the vehicle is
(2) Accord!ng to tltle.numbz.ar L Peceivedby the department within 4¥nonths from the issuarfce
(b) According to engine or identification number the distinctive certificate ofitle, it shall, upon application and sur
(c) Alphabeticallyaccording to name of owner renderof the distinctive certificate, issue a certificate of title in
(d) In any other manner which the department determinesaslinaryform.

be desirable. (5) A certificate of title issued by the department is prima facie
(3) Thedepartment shall chge a fee ohot less than $2 for evidenceof the facts appearing on it.

conductinga file search of vehicle title records. (6) A certificate of title may be issued by the departmeahin

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (8;)1979 C. 2211989 a. 31 automatedormat_

- ) - History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 791987 a. 3491993 a. 63159, 491;
342.10 Contents of certificate of title. (1) Eachcertifi- 1997a. 27191

cateof title issued by the department shall contain: Certificateof title is not conclusive evidence of ownership; purpose of (5) is-to fur
nish convenient evidence of vehicle ownership. Nat. Exchange Bank of Fond du Lac
(&) The name and address of the owner v. Mann, 81 W (2d) 352, 260 NW (2d) 716.
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342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of is surrendered to the department, unless the department has been
titte. The department shall refuse issuance of a certificate of titletified of the pendency of an action to recover on the bond.
if any required fee has not been paid or for any of the following (4) (a) The district attorneghall notify the department when
reasons. _ heor she files a criminal complaint against a person who has been

(1) Thedepartment has reasonable grounds to believe thatirrestedor violating $.346.63 (1)or(2), 940.09 (1)or940.25and

(a) The person alleged to be the owner of the vehicle ithaot Wwho has 2 or more@rior convictions, suspensions or revocations,
owner. ascounted under 843.307 (1) Except as provided under ga,

(b) The application contains a false or fraudulent statemeri1€ department may not issue a certificatéittf transferring own

(2) The applicant has failed to furnish any of the following: "SNiPOf any motor vehicle owned by the person upon receipt of

If applicable. the power of attornev required UrdelSC a notice under t'hls.subsectlon until the court assigned to hear the
19éa8) Fl’p o d P ot yreq criminal complaint issues an order permitting the department to
or rules or the department. issuea certificate of title.

~(b) Unless exempted by rule of the department, the mileage(b) Except as providednder par(c), the department may not
ﬂIc?r?tlict)lseléirg\/rv?l?rtshngi?eStvree;i?:Inet titled owner aoichll subsequent jsq 10 4 certificate of title transferring ownershgs any motor
. - : . vehicle owned by a person upon receipt of a notice of intent
(c) Any other information or documents required by law or bysyokethe persors operating privilege under 343.305 (9) (a)
the department pursuant to authority of law if the person has 2 or more prior convictions, suspensions er revo
(3) Theapplicant is a motor vehicle dealer and is prohibiteghtions,as counted under 343.307 (1) until the court assigned
from applying for a certificate of title under3#2.16 (1) (apr(c). to the hearing under 843.305 (9)ssues an order permitting the
(4) Exceptas provided in s842.05 (5)and342.16 (1) (afor departmento issue a certificate of title.
a certificate of title and registration for a vehicle owned by a non (c) 1. The department shall issue a certificate of title transfer
_resident,t_he applicants a non(esident and the i_ssuance ofa eertifmg ownership of a motor vehicle that was ownedlIperson who
icate of title has not otherwise been authorizedrble of the hasreceived a notice of intent to revoke the persoperating
department. Any temporaryoperation permit or plate issuedpyrivilege under s343.305 (9) (apr has been arrested for violating
unders.341.09shall not be considered registration of the vehiclg 346 63(1) or (2), 940.09 (1)or 940.25and who has 2 or more

for purposes of this subsection. prior convictions suspensions or revocations, as counted under s.
History: 1977 c. 285.1654 (7) (a)1993 a. 159 343.307(1), if all of the following conditions are met:
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. (1) No a. Theperson requesting the issuance of the certificate of title

certificateof title shall bessued by the department until the-outPUrchased the motor vehicle in good faith and without knowledge

standingevidence of ownership is surrendered todepartment. ©f the criminal complaint described in pga) or of the notice of
(2) If the department is not satisfied as to the ownersttipeof intent to revok.e.a perscspbperatmg pr|V|Iege under pgb). .
vehicleor that there are no undisclosed security interests in it, the 2 The certificate of titiéo the motor vehicle does not contain
departmentsubject to sub(3), shall either: the notation stamped on the certificate of title by the clerk ef cir
(a) Withhold issuance of a certificate of title until the applicamqu't court under s346.65 (,6) @ z,m' - .
presentsdocuments reasonably iafent to satisfy the depart c. Theperson requesting the issuance of the certificate of title
mentas to the applicar'ownership of the vehicend that there files an afidavit with the department attesting that the conditions

areno undisclosed security interests in it; or undersubd.1. a.andb. are met. o 3
(b) Issue a distinctive certificate tifle pursuant to $342.10 d. The department has no valid reason for not issuing a-certifi
(4) or342.283 cateof title other than the prohibitions under .[aj or (b).

(3) Notwithstandingsub(2), the department may issue anon 2. Any person providing false dfdavit under subdl. c.

distinctive certificate of titleif the applicant fulfills either of the shallforfeit not more than $1,000.
i i . History: 1973 c. 165.6;1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1991 a. 39277, 1993 a. 317
following requw_emer_lts. _ 450 o o Towa () (@
(a) The applicant is a dealer licensed und2d8.010r218.11

and is financially responsible as substantiated bjesiténancial 342 13 |ost, stolen or mutilated certificates. (1) If a
statemenbn file with the licensora finance companicensed ;e ificateof title is lost, stolenmutilated or destroyed or becomes
unders.138.090r218.0} a bank aganizedunder the laws of this jjiegiple, the owner or legal representative of dvener named in
state,or a national bank located in this state; or . the certificate,as shown by the records of the department, shall
(b) The applicant has filed with the departmebbad in the promptly make application foend may obtain a replacement
form prescribed by the department and executed by the applicgflonfurnishing information satisfactory to tidepartment. The
andeither accompanied by the deposit of cash with the departmeifilacement certificate of title shall contain the legend “Thés is
or also executed by a person authorized to conduct a surety bighlacementertificate and may be subjectthe rights of a person
nessin this state. The bond shall be inaanount equal to one andynderthe original certificate”. If applicable under3zi6.65 (6)
one-halftimes the value of the vehicle as determinedtt® he replacement certificate of title shall include the notation “Per
departmentnd conditioned to indemnify any prior owner andection346.65 (6) of the ¥consin statutes, ownership of this

securecparty and any subsequent purchaser of the vehicle-or aggior vehicle may not be transferred without prior court
sonacquiring any security interest in it, and their respective S%;Pi)roval".

cessorsn interest, against any expense, loss or damage, includi
reasonablattorney fees, by reason of the issuance of éntifi-
cateof title of the vehicle or on account aifly defect in or undis
closedsecurity interest upothe right, title and interest of the
applicantin and to the vehicle. Anguch interested person has a
right of action to recovenn the bond for any breach of its condi . .
tions, but the aggregate liability of the surety to all persons shgﬁlz'l4 Fggs. The department shall be_ paid tht.e.followieg's.

not exceedthe amount of the bond. The bond, and any deposit(1) For filing an application for the first certificate of title,
accompanyingt, shall be returned at the end of 5 years or pri¥8-50,by the owner of the vehicle.

theretoif, apart from this section, a nondistinctive certificate of (1r) Uponfiling an application under suf) or (3), an enwvi

title could then be issued for the vehicle, or if the vehicle is ro loonmentalimpact fee of $5, by the person filing the application.
gerregistered in this stand the currently valid certificate of title All moneys collected under this subsection shall be credited to the

3) A person recovering an original certificate of title for
which a replacement has been issued shall promptly surréheder
original certificate to the department.

History: 1975 c. 2971977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1991 a. 2391993 a. 475

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/15%20USC%201988
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/15%20USC%201988
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.16(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.16(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.05(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.16(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/341.09
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/159
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.10(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.10(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.283
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/218.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/218.11
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/138.09
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/218.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/346.63(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/346.63(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/940.09(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/940.25
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/343.307(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(4)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(4)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/343.305(9)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/343.307(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/343.305(9)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/343.305(9)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/346.63(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/346.63(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/940.09(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/940.25
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/343.307(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(4)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(4)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/346.65(6)(a)2m.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(4)(c)1.a.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(4)(c)1.b.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(4)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(4)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.12(4)(c)1.c.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/116
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/116,%20s.%206
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/39
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/277
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/317
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/490
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/199
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/237
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/346.65(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/297
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/239
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/475
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.14(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/342.14(3)

5 Updated 97-98Wis. Stats. Database VEHICLE TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT LAW 342.155

environmentalfund for environmental managementhis sub  anew certificate of title in the space provided therefor orcére

sectiondoes not apply after June 30, 2001. tificate or as the department prescribes, and cause the certificate
(2) For the original notatiorand subsequent release of eacAndapplication to be mailed or delivered to the department. A

securityinterest noted upon a certificate of title, a sifgkeof $4 salvagevehicle purchaser shall comply with312.065 (1) (b)

by the owner of the vehicle. (3) Exceptas provided in s342.16with respect to a vehicle
(3) Fora certificate of title after a transf&8.50, by the owner Whichis not a salvage vehicle and as betweeipénges, a transfer
of the vehicle. by an owner is noeffective until the provisions of this section

" et havebeen complied with. An owner who has delivered pesses

3m) Uponfiling an applicatiorunder sub(1) or (3), a su b . . A

ple(mer)naltiFt)Ie fee ogf 5{57.50p E}fne owner of the \(/e%niclé, )exceptpthaﬁ!o.n of the vehicle to the transferee and has complied with the pro
visionsof this section requiring action by him or her is not liable

this fee shall be waived with respect toagplication under sub. : d h ft m ; :
(3) for transfer of a decedesiinterest in a vehicle to his or her-surﬁ}seo\‘/"é?]?éleor any damages thereafter resultrogn operation o

viving spouse. The fee specified unttés subsection is in addi ) ) )
tion to any other fee specified in this section. (4) (a) If the vehicle being transferrésla motorcycle or an

(4) Foreach assignment of a security interest noted upon a %;tomobileor station wagon registered unde341.27or a motor
tificate of title, $1 by the assignee. omeor a motor truck, dual purposeotor home or dual purpose

e . farm truck which has a gross weight of not more tig&®00
" () hl_:cira replacement certificate of title, $8, the owner of - qsor 4 farm truck which has a gross weight of not more than
evenicle. , o B , _ 12,000pounds, the owner shall remove tkgistration plates and
(7) For processing applications for certificates of title whichetainand preserve them for use on any other vehicle of the same
havea special handling request for fast service, a fee to be esighe and gross weight which may subsequently be registered in his
lishedby rule which shall approximate the cost to the departmefither name.
for providing this special handling servicefersons so request 1y |t the vehicle being transferrésia vehicle registered under

ing. ) - ) . s.341.26at a special fee and the new owner will not be entitled
(8) Forthe reinstatement of a certificate of title previously sugy register the vehicle at such fee, the transfshail remove and

pendedor revoked, $25, except that if the certificate of title angestroythe plates.

registrationof a vehicle are suspended or revoked as a result of the(c) In all other cases the transferor shall permit the ptates

sameoccurrence, payment of the fee unde41.36 (1)shall o ainattached to the vehicle being transferred, except that if the

applyto the reinstatement of both the registration and certific : ;
of title. The fee under this subsection is in addition to any ot%}ﬂ%ﬁ;gs_s beequnked the transferor shall remove and destroy

fee specified in this sectlgn. . . . . (5) Any owner of a vehicle for which a certificate of title has
(9) Fortransfer of registration aredits for registration o a yeanissyed, who upon transfef the vehicle fails to execute and
vehicle currently titled in the name of the applicant, $4, by th&elivertheassignment and warranty of title required by €.

ownerof the vehicle. : -
History: 1975 c. 39297,422 1977 c. 2%s.1452 1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 4181979 may be required to forfeit not more than $500.

c.221,1981 c. 201983 a. 271987 a. 10; 1989 a. 31137, 359, 1991 a. 3091993 (5m) (a) Except as provided in pdb), any person who vio
a.159 1995 a. 271997 a. 27 latessub(1) (bm)may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
(b) Any person whoviolates sub(1) (bm) with intent to
TRANSFEROF TITLE defraudmay be fined not more than $5,000.

(6) (@) Except as provided in 842.16 with respect to a

342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. (1) (a) If an vehiclewhich is not a salvage vehicle, any transfereevaftécle
ownertransfers an interest in a vehicle, other than by the creatigho fails to make application for a new certificate of title immedi
of a security interest, the owner shall comply with the requirately upon transfer to him or her of a vehicle may be required to
mentsof s.342.155and, at the time of the delivery of the vehicleforfeit not more than $200. Aertificate is considered to have
executean assignment and warranty of title to the transferee in theen applied for whenthe application accompanied by the
spaceprovided therefoon the certificate, and cause the certificateequiredfee has been deliveredttee department or deposited in
to be mailed or delivered to the transferee, except that if the mail properly addressed with postage prepaid.
vehiclebeing transferred is a junk vehicle or has been junked, the(b) Except as provided in 842.16with respect to a vehicle
ownershall return the certificate to the department in accordanggich is not a salvage vehicle, any transferea ofhicle who
with s.342.34 with intent to defraud fails to make application for a new certifi

(bm) No person may transfer a motor vehicle withtigtlos cate of title immediately upotmansferto him or her of a vehicle
ing in writing to the transfereahether any of the information may be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more
specifiedin s.342.10 (3)is applicable to the vehicleNo transferor than 30 days or both. A certificate is considered to have been
shallknowingly give a false statement to a transferee in makia@pliedfor when the application accompaniedtbg required fee
the disclosure. The department shall prescribe the mannemesbeen delivered to ttdepartment or deposited in the mail prop
which the written disclosure shall be made and retained. erly addressed with postage prepaid.

(c) If an ownerttransfers his or her interest in a salvage vehicle, (7) Any owner of a vehicle currently registered in this state
the owner shall at the time of the delivery of the vehielegcute who fails to comply with the requirements of sy#) may be
an assignment and warranty of title to the transfenetbe space requiredto forfeit not more than $200.

providedtherefor on the certificate, and cause the certificate to beiistory: 1971 c. 2781975 c. 121199, 1977 c. 29%s.1453 1654 (7) (a)1977

X - 349 1993 a. 63159 1995 a. 4211997 a. 27
(d) Notwithstanding s340.01 (42) any person who holds

legaltitle of a vehicle with one amore other persons magfter 342,155 Mileage disclosure requirements of  transfer -

Junel, 1997, transfer ownership of the vehicle under this subsggs and transferees. (1) (a) Unless exempted by rule of the

tion if Iegal title to the vehicle is held in the names of such perSQﬂﬁpartment,no transferor mayransfer ownership of a motor

in the alternative, including vehicle held in a form designatingvehiclewithout disclosing the vehicke'mileage in writing to the

the holder by the words “(name of one person) or (name of othgdinsfereeby specifying the odometer reading. The disclosure

person)”. shall state either thahe reading is known to be actual mileage, or
(2) Exceptas provided in $342.16with respect to a vehicle thatthe reading is not the actual mileage and should not be relied

which is not asalvage vehicle, the transferee shall, promptly aftepon, or thatthe reading reflects the mileage in excess of the

deliveryto him or her of the vehicle, execute application for designednechanical limit.
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(b) The mileage disclosure statement requirader par(a) (a) Specify the information to be included in the lessegle-
shallbe made in the spaces provided on the certificate of titleayedisclosure to the lessor
ona form or in an automated format authoribgdhe department.  (b) Establish the manner in which and the pedbtime for
Thetransferee shafrint his or her name on the mileage disclowhich mileage disclosure recordsder this section shall be
surestatement, sign the statement and return a copy of the staéainedand made available for inspection.
mentto the transferorExcept as authorized by rule of the depart 6) (a) Except as provided in pgb), any person who violates
ment,no person may sign a mileage disclosure statement as B section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
thetransferor and transferee in the same transaction. . . . s

(b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraud

(c) The department shall promulgate rules that do all dbthe ay he fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more
lowing: _ _ _ than5 years or both.

1. Establish the form and manner of the mileage discloSureNoTE: Par. (b) is amended eff. 12-31-99 K997 Wis. Act 283to read:

2. Identify which vehicles are exempt from the mileage dis (b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraud may be fined
closure requirements under this subsection not more than $5,000 or imprisoned fomot more than 7 years and 6 months or

both.
3. Prescribe the mileage disclosure requirements applicablgistory: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 283
to leasing companies and their lessees. ) _
4. Establish requirementslating to the creation, retention342.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction ~ com-
and inspection of mileage disclosure records of persons wR@hies to maintain records. ~ For each motovehicle sold by
acquireor consign motor vehicles for resale or lease, includigmotor vehicle salvage pool or auctiempany the motor
motor vehicle salvage pools and auction dealers. vehiclesalvage pool or auction company shall establishmasic
5. Establish the form content and format and procedures t3|n a record of each sale, including the mileage disclosure of the
anypower of attorney disclosing a vehiglenileage fopurposes tansferounder s342.155 Thedepartment shall specify by rule
of this section the information that shall be included in such records and the man
o ' . . . nerin which and the period diime for which the records shall be
6. Identify and define terms relatingttee mileage disclosure maintained.
requirement. ' History: 1993 a. 159
(2) No transferor may knowingly make a false statement,
including providing an odometer reading that idetiént from the 342.16 Transfer to or from dealer . (1) (a) Except as pro
actualreading on the odometén disclosing the vehicle’'mileage videdin par (c), if a dealer acquires a new or used vehicle that is
to a transferee under this section. nota salvage vehicle and holds it for resale or accepts a vehicle for
(3) No transferee, nor any other person, may atiease or Saleon consignment, the dealer may not submit to the department
obliterateany information, inciuding the mileage disclosure,-corthe certificate of title or application for certificate of title naming
tainedon any mileage disclosure statement. the dealer as owner of the vehicle. Upon transferring the vehicle
(4) (a) Except as provided in pb), any person who violates to another persorthe dealer shallimmediately give the transferee
this section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. On & form prescribed by thiepartment a receipt for all title, regis
) . - L tration, security interest and sales tax moneys paid to the dealer for
(b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraL{pQ

may be fined not more than $5.000 or imprisoned for not mo nsmittalto the department when required. The dealer shall
y ' P f)‘?omptly execute the assignment and warranty of title, showing
than5 years or both.

NOTE: Par. (b) is amended eff. 12-31-99 h}997 Ws. Act 283to read: the name and z_add_resstbia transferee and of any Sec“fed party
(b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraud may be fined h0|dmg a security Inte.reSt Crea.ted or reserved at. the time of the
not more than $5,000 or imprisoned fomot more than 7 years and 6 months or  [€Saleor sale on consignment, in the spaces provided therefor on
both. the certificate or as the department prescribe#hiWw?7 business
History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 27283 daysfollowing the sale or transfethe dealer shall mail or deliver
. ) the certificate or application for certificate to the department with
342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. (1) Priorto the transferees application for a new certificate. A nonresident
transferringownership of any leased moteehicle, the lessor who purchases a motor vehicle from a deiiehis state may not,
shall notify in writing the lessee of the vehicle that the lessee ifessotherwise authorized by rule of the department, apply for
requiredto provide the lessor with a written disclosure specifying certificate of title issued for the vehicle in this state unless the
the leased vehicle’ mileage. The written notification shallgealerdetermines that a title is necessary to protect the interests
includethemileage disclosure requirements applicable to the leg 3 secured party The dealer is responsible for determining
seeunder49 CFR 580.and rules of the department andpie@al  whethera title and perfection of security interest is required. The
tiesfor failure to comply with those requirements. dealeris liable for anydamages incurred by the department or any
(2) Upon termination of the lease after writtgwtification securedparty for the dealés failure to perfect a security interest
from the lessor under sulfl), the lessee shall disclose thewhichthe dealer had knowledge of at the time of sale.

vehicle’smileage in writing to the lessoiThe mileage disclosure (b) A dealer who assists a transferee inrégistration of a
recordunder this section shall be signed bylgesee and include vehicleas provided in pafa) and s341.25 (3)shall not be liable
the information required undesub.(1) and rules of the depart for damages caused by operatininthe vehicle at a weight in
ment. excesof the manufacturés maximum gross weight rating.
(3) Thelessor shall retain and make available for inspection (c) Except when all available spaces for a désimrwholesal
any mileage disclosure record requitedoe made by a lessee wither's reassignment on a certificate of title have been completed or
respecto a leased motor vehicle. asotherwise authorized by rules of the department, a dealer or
(4) If a lessor transfers ownership of a leased motor vehielolesalemho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvage
without obtaining possession of the vehicle from the lessee, thehicleand holds it for resale or accepts a vehicle for saon
lessormay in making the mileage disclosure statement requirstgnment may not apply for a certificate of title namtingdealer
unders.342.155 indicate on the certificate of title or on a suppleor wholesaler as owner of the vehicle. The rules may regulate the
mentalmileage disclosure statement approbgdhe department, frequencyof application by a deal@r wholesaler for transfer of
the mileage disclosed by the lessee under this section uhkessregistrationor credits for registration from a previously registered
lessorhas reason to believe that tleesees mileage disclosure vehicleto another vehicle that the dealer or wholesaler intends to

doesnot reflect the actual mileage of the vehicle. registerin his or her own name.
(5) Thedepartment shall promulgate rules to do all offtthe (d) Unless exempted brule of the department, a dealer or
lowing: wholesalemho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvage
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vehicleand holdst for resale shall make application for a certifi ~ 3. The evidence concerning payment of sales or use taxes
cate of title naming the dealer or wholesaler as ownethef requiredby s.77.61 (1)or evidence that the transfer is exempt
vehiclewhen all of the available spaces for a désler wholesal from such taxes.

er's reassignment on the certificatetitfe for such vehicle have  (b) 1. The department shall transfer the deceslémterest in

been completed. anyvehicle to his or her surviving spousgon receipt of the title
(1g) No transferee who, for the purpose of resale, acceptexecutedoy the surviving spouse and a statement by the spouse

motor vehicle on consignment aicquires ownership of a motorwhich shall state:

vehicle may accept any mileage disclosuagjuired under s. a. The date of death of the decedent;

342.1550r rules of the department if the mileage disclosure has |, The approximate value and description of the vehéid;

beenaltered or is incomplete. c. That the spouse is personally liabletfoe deceders’debts

(1r) No motor vehicle dealer or motor vehicle salespersqfhdchages to the extent of the value of the vehicle, subjest to
may transfer a motor vehicle withodtsclosing in writing to the ggg 25

transfereavhether any of thnformation specified in $342.10 2. The transfer shall notfatt any liens upon the vehicle.
(3) is applicable to the vehicle. No motor vehicle dealer or motor . . . o
3. Except as provided in subdl, this paragraph is limited to

vehicle salesperson maknowingly give a false statement to a

transfereein making the disclosure. The department shall prQO more than 5 vehicles titled in this state that are less than 20
scribethe manner in which the written disclosure shalhizale Yearsold at the time of the transfer under this paragraph. There
andretained is no limit on transfer under this paragraph of vehicles titled in this
) N . statethat are 20 or more years old at the timearfisfer under this
(2) Everydealer shaI_I maintain f& years a record in the form paragraph.
the department prescribes of every vehicle bought, sold or 4. The limit in subd3. does not apply if the surviving spouse

ex_change_dor received for salt_a @xchange, which shall be ppenﬁ proceeding under 867.03 (1gjand the total value of the dece
::%:’ndslﬁ’?r::tl?'g gg O?] ;%ﬁ)éebsuesni;aégs r?cfntjrrlg department or a péace %ent'ssolely owned property in the state, including the vehicles
9 ) transferredunder this paragraph, does not exceed $10,000.

3) Exceptas provided in sul§4), any dealer who fails to com . . . . .
ply(w)ith this Fs)ectign may be reqblﬁed tg forfeit not more than $2 (¢) Uponcompliance with this su_bs&_e_ctlon neither t_hg secretary
orthe department shall bear any liability or responsibilityttier

(4) (a) Exceptas provided in pafb), any dealer who violates transferof such vehicles in accordance with this section.
sub.(1r) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. (d) This subsection does not apply to transfer of interest in a
(b) Any dealer who violates sulir) with intent todefraud yehicleunder s342.15 (1) (d)

may be fined not more than $5,000. History: 1971 c. 164.82 1973 c. 40243 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a) (c); 1977
History: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286, 351, 421; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1977  c.273 1985 a. 1411991 a. 125239, 1995 a. 338421; 1997 a. 27
c.273 418 1981 c. 150151, 391 1985 a. 29202, 332 1987 a. 100349, 1989a.

31,1991 a. 2391993 a. 63159 342.18 When department to issue a new certificate.

(1) Thedepartment, upon receipt of a properly assigned certifi
cate of title, with an application for a new certificate of title, the
requiredfee and any other transfdocuments required by lato

342.17 Involuntary transfers. (1) If the interest of an
ownerin a vehicle passes to another oth(_ar tbpmoluntary trans
fer, the transferee shall, except as providesub.(2), promptly - g,50qrtthe transfershall issue a new certificate of title in the
mail or deliverto the department the last certificate of title, 'Eameof the transferee as owner

available, and the documents required by the department to

Iegal[y efiect such transfeand an appllgatlon for a new certifi certificateof title by a transferee other than by voluntary transfer
cate in the form the department prescribes. - .
. . : .. with proof of the transferthe required fee and any other docu

(2) If the interest of the ownes terminated or the vehicle is mentsrequired by lawshall issue a new certificate of title in the
sold under a security agreemdsyt a secured party named in the,ameof the transferee as ownef the transfer constituted a ter
certificateof title, the transferee shall promptly mail or delit@r pinationof the owne's interest or a sale under a security agree
thedepartment the last certificate of title, an application for a N&Wentby a secured party named in the certificateler s342.17
certificatein theform the department prescribes, and a statemghy the new certificate shall be issued free of the names and
madeby or on behalf of the secured party that the vehicle wagqressesf the secured party who terminated the ovenietterest
repossesseand that thénterest of the owner was lawfully termi ang of all secured parties subordinate unde842.19to such
natedor sold pursuant to the terms of the security agreement.securecparty If the outstanding certificate of title is not delivered

(3) A person holding a certificate of title whose interest in the it, the department shall make demand therefor from the holder
vehiclehas been extinguished tansferred other than by volun of such certificate.

tary transfer shall mail or deliver the certi_ficate to the dep_a_rtment (3) Thedepartment shall retain for 5 years a record of every
uponrequest of thelepartment. The delivery of the certificatesyrrendered certificate of titléhe record to be maintained so as

pursuanto the request of the department does rfetafhe rights to permit the tracing of title of the vehicle designated therein.
of the person surrendering the certificate, and the action of the

L2 o X : ~(4) Under each of the following circumstances antpe
departmentn issuing a new certificate of title as provided hereigenarimenshall issue a certificate of title for a transferred vehicle

is not conclusive upon the rights of an owner or secured pajfithout requiring registration of the vehicle:
hamedin the old certificate. i (@) Whenever application therefaiccompanied by the
(4) (a) Inall cases dhe transfer of a vehicle owned by a decgequiredfee is made by a finance company licensed under s.
dent,except under pafb), ward, trustee or bankrupt, the depart; 38 0gor218.01 a bank aganized under the laws tfis state, or
ment shall accept as $isfent evidence of the transfer of owner g national bank located in this state, and the vehicle in question is
shipthe following: aused vehicldor which the department had issued a certificate of
1. Evidence satisfactory to tlepartment of the issuance oftitle to the previous owner or a vehicle previously registered in
theletters of administration, letters testamenthatyers of guard anotherjurisdiction or is a mobile home.

ianship, letters of trust or appointment of the trustee in bank (h) Whenever application therefor accompanied by the

(2) The department, upon receipt of an applicat@ma new

ruptey; requiredfee is made by any other person andvigtgicle in ques
2. The title executed by such administratecutorguard tion is a vehicle for which the department had issuegttificate
ian or trustee; and of title to the previous owner or is a vehicle previously registered
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in another jurisdiction or is a mobile home and the departmentisautomatedormat prescribed by the department, an application
satisfiedthat the present owner has not operated or consentetbtname the secured party on the certificate, shothiegame and
the operation of the vehicle since it was transferred todhater addresf the secured partgnd cause the certificate, application
andthat he or she understands that the certificate of title meralydthe required fee to be delivered to the secured.party
is evidence of ownershipf the vehicle and does not authorize (2) Thesecured party shall immediately cause the certificate,
operationof the vehicle on the highways of this state. applicationand the required fee to be maileddetivered to the

(c) Whenever application therefariccompanied by the department.

requiredfee is made by a dealer or wholesaleramply with the (8) Uponreceipt of the certificate of title, application and the

requirementsf s.342.16 (1) (d) requiredfee, the department shall issue to the owner a new certifi
History: 1973 ¢. 1656, 1977 c. 281654 (7) (1977 c. 27919892, 311993 cave containing the name and addreshe new secured party
a.

The department shall deliver to such new secured party ahe to
342.19 Perfection of security interests. (1) Unless registerof deeds of the counif the owne's residence, memo
exceptedy s.342.02 a security interest in a vehicle of a type fofanda,in such form aghe department prescribes, evidencing the
which a certificate of title is required is not valid against creditof¥otation of the security interest upon the certificate; and thereaf

of the owner or subsequent transferees or secured parties of@helPon any assignment, termination or release of the security
vehicleunless perfected as provided in this Chapter interest,additional memoranda eVIdenCIng such action.

(2) Exceptas provided irsub.(2m), a security interest is per ~ (4) Theregisters_of deeds may record, and maintain a file of,
fectedby the delivery to the department of the existing certificagdl memoranda received from the department unde(3ubSuch
of title, if any; an application for a certificate of title containing théecording, however is not required for perfection, release or
nameand address of the secured paatyd the required fee. It is assignmenbf security interests, which shall beegtive upon
perfectedas of the time of its creation if such delivery is completegbmpliancewith ss.342.19 (2) 342.21and342.22 (1)and(2).
within 10 days thereafteand without regard to the limitations History: 1975 c. 2861977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1981 c. 201985 a. 202.37,1993
expressedh s.409.301 (2)otherwise, as of the time of such deliy & 30% 1995 a. 3381997 a. 27

ery. 42.21 Assignment of security interest. (1) A secured

. 3
(2m) If a secured party whose name and address is contalﬁg ; ; ;
2 X . ) e y may assign, absolutely or otherwise, the parggcurity
on the certificate of title for a vehiclecquires a new or addltlonali terestin thevehicle to a person other than the owner without

securityinterest inthe vehicle, such security interest is perfecte, ectingthe interest of the owner or the validity of the security

atthe time of its attachment u_nd§m9.9.203_ . interest,but any person without notice of the assignment is pro
_ (3) An unperfected security interest is subordinate to thgctedin dealing with the secured partyths holder of the seeu
rights of persons described in409.301 rity interest and the secured party remains liable foroftiga:
(4) Therules of priority stated in 409.312 and the othesee  tions as a secured party until the assignee is named as secured
tionstherein referred to, shall, to the extent appropriate, applygarty on the certificate.
conflicting securityinterests in a vehicle of a type for which acer 2 The assignee may but need not, to perfect the assignment,
tificate of title is required, dn a “previously certificated vehicle” h4yethe certificate of title endorsest issued with the assignee
asdefined in $342.281 A security interest perfected under thiyymedas secured partypon deliveringo the department the eer
sectionor und_er ss342.284_a_nd342.285|s a security interefer  tificate and an assignment by the secured party named dettie
fectedotherwise than by filing for purposes of4€9.312 icatein the form the department prescribes.
(5) Therules stated in s409.501to 409.507governing the  History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1991 a. 316
rights and duties asecured parties and debtors and the require
mentsfor, and eflect of, disposition of a vehicle by a secured partg42.22 Release of security interest. (1) Within one
upondefault shall, to the extent appropriate, govern the rights@bnthor within 10 days following written demarhy the debtor
securedparties and owners with respectstecurity interests in after there isno outstanding obligation and no commitment to
vehiclesperfected under this chapter makeadvancesincur obligations or otherwise give value, secured
(6) If a vehicle issubject to a security interest when broughty the security interest in a vehicle under any secagtgement
into this state, 9109.103 (1)(2) and(3) state the rules which apply betweenthe owner and the secured pathe secured parshall
to determine the validity and perfection of the security interest é@xecute and deliver to the ownas the department prescribes, a
this state. releaseof the security interest in the form and manner prescribed
History: 1973 c. 336.79; 1975 c. 286422 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a) by the department and a notice to the owner stating in no less than

Ch. 342, not ch. 409, governs perfection of security interest in motor vehicles, —nNOi i i
creationof interest is governed by ch. 409. Milwaukee Mack SalBsst Ws. Nat. 20 pointboldfacetype the ownes obligation under suig2). If

Bank,93 W (2d) 589, 287 NW (2d) 708 (1980). the secured party fails to execute and deliver the release and notice
of the ownels obligation as required by this subsection, the
342.195 Notification of person who has perfected securedarty is liable to the owner for $2fd for any loss caused

security interest. Upon request of a person who has perfectdd the owner by the failure.

a security interest under342.19 as showrby the records of the  (2) The owner other than a dealer holding the vehicle for
departmentin a vehicle titled in this state, whenever the departesale,upon receipt of the release and notice of obligation shall
mentreceives information from another state that the veliclepromptly cause the certificate and release to be mailetblr-
beingtitled in the other state and the information does not sh@tedto the department, which shall release the secured party’
that thesecurityinterest has been satisfied, the department shaljhts on the certificate and issue a new certificate.

notify the person. The persshall pay the department a $2 fee (3) The department mayemove information pertaining to a

for{etach ;1908ti3fica1t;olng.85 202 securityinterest perfected under32.19from its computerized
story: a. 1551985 2. recordswhen the following applicablperiod of time after the

342.20 Duties on creation of security interest. If an original perfection has elapsed unless gexurity interest is

ownercreates a security interest in a vehicle, unless the name _weo:n the sa.rpe.rr:ann?r as provided i842.19 (2)or per
addresf the secured party alreaycontained on the certificate '©CtON OF & Security interest.
of title for the vehicle: (a) For a mobile home, 20 years.
(1) The owner shall immediatelgxecute, in the space pro  (b) For a truck tractoB years.
videdtherefor on the certificate of title or anseparate formorin  (c) For any other vehicle, 10 years.
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(4) Removalof information pertaining to a securityterest certificate of title to the department isonsidered necessary to
from the records of the department under $Bpdoes not déct makea notation of that information on the certificate.
any security agreement between the owner of a vehicle and thiistory: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1993 a. 159
holderof security interest in the vehicle.

History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (@) 1977 c. 217447 1985 a. 2021997 a. 27~ 342:26 Hearings and appeal. Any person aggrieved by an

actor omission of the department under this chapter is entitled,
342.23 Secured party’s and owner ’s duties. (1) A uponrequest, to &earing and judicial review thereof in accord
securedparty named in a certificate of title shall, upon writteRnNCeWith ch.227. Contested cases shall be heand decided by

requesbf the owner or of another secuyaatty named on the cer thedivision of hearings and appeals.
tificate, disclose anyertinent information as to the pagysecu History: 1977 c. 2%s5.1454 1654 (7) (2)1981 c. 34%.80 (2} 1993 a. 16

rity agreement and the indebtedness secured by it. 342.281 Previously certificated vehicle. A previously

(2) (@) An owner shall promptly deliver the owrgecertifi-  certificatedvehicle is a vehicle for which a certificate of titlas
cateof title to any secured party who is named on it or who hadkeenissued by the department prior to June 1, 1966.
security interest in the vehicle described inuibtder any other  History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)

applicableprior law of this state, upon receipt of a notice fronéél2282 Deferred application to previously certifi -

suchsecured party that the security interest is to be aSSIgncatfed vehicle. Sections342.19to 342.24shall not apply to a

extendedbr perfected. reviouslycertificated vehicle until:
(b) No secured party may take possession of any certificateoo‘:f‘l Thyr is a transfer of own r hio of the vehicle: or
title except as provided in pg&a). Any person who violates this (1) There is a transfer of ownership of the vehicle; o

paragraphmay be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. (2) The department issues certificate of title of the vehicle
(3) Any secured party who fails to disclose information- purunH(?sg:hlslgc%acptg 1654 (7) (a)

suantto sub.(1) shall be liable for any loss caused to owner Y T

thereby. 342.283 Distinctive certificate. If the department is not sat
(4) Any owner who fails to deliver theertificate of title to a isfied that there areno undisclosed security interests, created

secured party requesting it pursutmsub.(2) (a)shall be liable beforeJune 1, 1966, in_ a previous_ly certificated vehicle_, it shall,

to such secured party for any loss caused to the secured pafigssthe applicant fulfills the requirements 0842.12 (3) issue

therebyand may be required to forfeit not more than $200.  adistinctive certificate of title of the vehicle containing the legend
History: 1971 c. 2781991 a. 3161993 a. 159 “This vehicle may be subject to an undisclosed secinigrest”

andany other information the department prescribes.

342.24 Method of perfecting exclusive.  The methogro- History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)

vided in this chapter of perfecting and giving notice of securi I . . -

interestssubject to this chapter is exclusive. Security interegélz'284 New security interest in a previously — certfi -

subjectto this chapter are hereby exempted from the provis'rbns\(i%ﬁgl Vceehrlt(i:fliié ‘ Qjﬂ\%ﬁlilélr;e 551%26&2 ;&Z(éurlty #Qé?égsérw al;pre
law which otherwise require or relate to the filingimtruments Y Yy et y by

creatingor evidencing security interests. compliancewith ss.342.19and342.24

o L ebile e provisons rlaing o secury dommly 0 aieble home. 342285 Unsatisfied  security interest in_previously
certificated vehicle. (1) If a security interest in a previously
certificatedvehicle is perfected under any other applicable law of
lt||gis state at the time this section takefeef (June 1, 1966), the
security interest continues perfected until its perfectiapses
o . underthe law under which it was perfected (or wolalgse in the
(@) The certificate of title was fraudulently procured, eFoNg,sencent 4 further filing or renewal of filing) and thereaftisy
ously issued or prohibited by law _ beforesuch lapse, there is delivered to the department the existing
(b) The vehicle has been scrapped, dismantled or destroyggktificateof title together with the application and fee required by
(c) Atransfer of title is set aside by a court of record by ordes342.20 (1) In such case the department shall issue a new-certifi
or judgment. catepursuant to s342.20 (3)
(d) The vehicles odometer has been subjected to tampering (2) If a security interest in a previously certificated vehicle
andreturn of the certificate of title to the departmertdssidered wascreated, but was unperfected, under atiyer applicable law
necessaryo make a notation @hat information on the certificate. of this stateat the time this section takedesft (June 1, 1966), it

(2) Suspensiorr revocation of a certificate of title does notmay be perfected under sufl), but such perfection dates only
in itself, afect the validity of a security interest noted on it. ~ from the date of the divisios'receipt of the certificate.
(3) Whenthedepartment suspends or revokes a certificate of S©0%: 1977 ¢. 21654 (7) (@)

title, the owner or person in possession of it shall, immediately  ANTI=THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS
upon receiving notice of the suspension or revocation, il

342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.
(1) Thedepartment shall suspend or revoke a certificate of ti
if it finds any of the following:

deliverthe certificate to the department. _342.30 Identificaton numbers.  (1c) In this section,
_ (4) Thedepartment may seize and impound any certificate @fwner” includes the lessee of a vehicle if the vehicle is registered,
title which has been suspended or revoked. or required to be registered, by the lessee unde34h.

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1993 a. 159 (1g) No person may remove, alter or obliteratérgention

. . o ally make it impossible to read, as required under(@)ypan ider
342.255 Cancellation of fitle or registration. ~ Thedepar fication number This subsection doemt apply to the oblitera
mentshall cancel a t_|tle_or reglstratlon whenever: . tion of an identificatiomumber which occurs in the process of
(1) A transfer of title is set aside by the court by order or-judgryshinga vehicle or vehicle part for scrap.
mentor . (1m) Whenthe department is satisfie to the ownership of
(2) Fraudon the department is discovered by the departmegtyehicle subject to registration whitias not been numbered by
or the manufacturer or on which the original humber has been
(3) It is subsequently discovered that the issuang@®sses removed,obliterated or altered or on which the original casting
sionof a title or registration is prohibited by law or that the odoméasbeen replaced or on which a new identification nunmiber
ter of a vehicle fowhich a certificate of title has been issued byequiredunder s342.06 (1)), the department shall assign a new
the department has been subjectethtopering and return of the identificationnumber for each such vehicle.
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(2) An identification number assigned by the department toadterthe seizure, theourt shall award the owner the costs and rea
mobile home, trailer or semitrailer shall be stamped upon tlsenableattorney fees incurred in the replevin action.
frame in a readily visible location. Aientification number  History: 1971 c. 2781975 c. 1211977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1985 a. 2021987
aSSigned to a motor vehicle manufactured prior to Januarya' ﬁztilngw’glli;itg:i;r?igg;’Sad?g21?95;11glsiac:?a?)ieztl:;%r?;ﬁjrzeiaofvehicles seized under
1969, shall be permanently fafed to the left front pillar The  ipissection. Sub. (4) (b) controls. - Statliot, 208 W (2d)95. 551 NW (2d) 850
vehicle identification number for motor vehicles manufacture(ct. App. 1996).

afterJanuary 1, 1969, shall permanently difiked upon either a .
partof the vehicle that is not designed to be removed except f42-31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor  vehicles.
repair, or a separatplate which is permanentlyfafed to such (1) Each sherffand police department in the state shall immedi
part. The vehicle identification number shall be located inside tifé€ly report to the department of justice each motor vehicle
passengecompartment and shall be readable, without movirf§Portedstolen or recovered within its jurisdiction.
any part of the vehicle, through the vehicle glazing under daylight (2) An owner of a garage or trailer park or of any type of stor
lighting conditions by an observer having 20/20 vision (Snellefgeor parking lot for motor vehicles shall report to the local law
whose eyepoint ifocatedoutside the vehicle adjacent to the lefenforcemenagency the make, motor number and serial or identi
windshieldpillar. Identification numbers assignéat cycles shall fication number ofany vehicle stored, parked or left in the ovisier
be stamped on the left side, near the top of the engine casting figfiage park or lot for gperiod of more than 30 consecutive days
belowthe cylinder barrel. Such stamping dixitfig shall be done Unlessarrangements have been madeHgyowner of the vehicle
underthe supervision of a dealelistributor or manufacturer reg for its continuous storage or parking or unlessaweer of the
isteredunder s341.510r under the supervision of a peadicef. ~ vehicleis personally knowto the owner of the garage, park or lot.
The person supervising the stamping ofixifig shall make a Any person who fails to submit such report may be required-to for
reportthereof to the department. feit not more than $25.

(2m) (a) A trafic officer or person authorized to enforce non Histery: 1971 c. 2781973 . 1691991 a. 316
movingtrafiic violations may use reasonable means to gain acces® 3>  Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of cer -
to a vehicle if that vehiclg’identification number cannot be reagificate of title. (1) No person may counterfeit, possessi),

asrequired under sulf2). offer for sale or supply a fged, fictitious, counterfeit, stolen or
(b) Any person acting under p&a) is immune from civil and fraudulentlyor unlawfully obtained certificate of title or registra
criminal liability for good faith actions taken withiie scope of tion, manufacturés document obrigin, instrument or other dec
thatpersons oficial duties. umentthatis or may be used as evidence of ownership, the transfer
(3) (@) Any person who violates sufl.g) may be fined not of ownership or the mileage disclosure of a motor vehicle.
morethan $5,000 or imprisoned for not more than 5 years or both.(2) Unlessauthorized by theepartment, no person may pos
NOTE: Par. (a) is amended eff. 12-31-99 14997 Wis. Act 283to read: sesssell, ofer for sale or supply any blank certificates of tite
(2) Any person who violates sub. (1g) mae fined not more than $5,000 or - regjistration,manufacturers’ documents ofigin, instruments or

imprisoned for not more than 7 years and 6 months or both. ¥ .
. . otherdocuments that may be used as evidence of ownesshi
(b) 1. Any owner of a vehicle for which the department h%gistrationof a motor veh)i/cle. P

issueda new identification number who fails to have snamber 3) Wh iolat b(1 5 be fined not
attached or stamped as requirecsby(2) may be required to fer ( %5 OO(())eve_rwo ates Z”f (1) or(2) ?:ay : € Tine n% ”;lozce
feit not more than $200. an$5,000 or imprisoned for natore than 5 years, or both, for
. . . é,-achwolatlon.

2. Any owner of a vehicle forhich the department has issued NoTe. sub. (3) is amended eff. 12-31-99 1997 Wis. Act 283to read:
a new identification number who with intent to defraud fails to (3) whoever violates sub. (1) or (2) may be fined not metthan $5,000 or
havesuch number attached stamped as required by s{®) may imprisoned for not more than 7 years and 6 months, or both, for each violation.
be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 283

(4) (a) If a law enforcement agency finds a vehicle or part af> 33 gaje of vehicle used as taxicab. No person shall
avehicle on which the identification _number has been removes%” or exchange, authorize or direct thale or exchange of, or

mentagency may seize the vehicle or part of a vehiclthe iden
tification number cannot be identified, the seized vehicle o
vehiclepart is presumed to be contraband. Exaspirovided in
par.(d), if theidentification number can be identified, the agen
may return the vehicle to the ownedexceptas provided in pafb),

knows hasbeen used as a taxicab or for public transportation
linlessthe certificate of title for such vehicle has been stamped by
the department with the words “This motor vehicle has previously
HYeenused as a taxicab or for public transportation” and unless
o - . ; suchcertificate of title is exhibited by the vendor to the vendee
the district attorney shalhstitute forfeiture proceedings under Syyofoethe sale of such vehicle is consummated. Any person who
973.076regardingany vehicle or vehicle part that is seized undgfig|ates this section may be required to forfeit not more than
this paragraph and not returned to the owner $1.000.
(b) If the district attorney brings a criminattion arising out I—iistory: 1973 c. 2181977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (@)1977 c. 273
of the seizureinder par(a), the district attorney shall not institute -~ )
forfeiture proceedings under 873.076before there is a final 342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or
determinatiorin the criminal action. junking of vehicle. (1) Any person owning or possessing a
(c) Paragrapka) does not apply to the obliteration of an identiUnk vehicle shall, within 10 days after determining thiag
fication number that occurs in the process of crushing a vehicle/ghicleis a junk vehicle do all of the following:

vehiclepart for scrap. (a) Notify the department of the junk condition of the vehicle.
(d) If the identification number of a motorcycle or part of a (b) Return the certificate of title to the department.
motorcycleseized under p&@a) can badentified and if no forfei (c) If the vehicle is a motorcycle or automobile or station

ture proceeding is commenced unde®83.076within 30 days wagonregistered under 841.27or amotor home or a motor
afterthe seizure of thproperty the custodian of the seized proptruck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck which
erty shall immediately return thseized property to the ownerhasa grossveight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck
namedin the certificate of title or registration. If a motorcycle owhich has a gross weight of not more than 12,000 pounds, the
partof a motorcycle is not returned to the owner named ioghe ownershall remove the registration plates and retain and preserve
tificate of title or registratioras required in this paragraph, and ithemfor use on any other vehicle of the same type which may sub
the ownerof the property commences a replevin action to recov&equentlybe registered in his or her name. If the vehicle isanot
possessionf the propertyand if the judge finds that tleeistodian  motorcycleor an automobile or station wagon registered under s.
of the propertyunreasonably retained the property after 30 dag€1.27 or a motor home or a motor truck, dual purpose motor
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homeor dual purpose farm truck which has a gross weightbf  (b) The owner of any abandoned vehielrcept a stolen

morethan 8,000 pounds or a farm truck which has a gross weigkhicle is responsible for the abandonment and all costs of

of not more than 12,000 pounds, he or she shall remove amgoundingand disposing of the vehicle. Costs not recovered

destroythe plates. from the sale of the vehicle may be recovered in a civil action by
(2) Any person Owning or possessing a vehicle whieals themunicipality against the owneWhether or not thmunicipal

beenjunked or destroyeshall, within 10 days after the destrucity recovers the cost of towing and enforcement, the municipality
tion or junking occurred do all of the following: shallbe responsible to the towing service for requisitional towing

(a) Notify the department of the destruction or junking. serviceand rea_sonablg C@S for impoundment.
(b) Return the certificate of title to the department. (c) Any vehicle which is deemed abandoned by a duly autho

(c) Remove aneither retain or destroy the registration Iaterized municipal or county_repr_esentative and not disposec_i of
for the vehicle as provided in S8) (0) y g Plat€gnder sub.(2) shall be retained in storage for a minimum period

€ ) , ] ) of 10 days after certified mail notice has been sent towrer
(3) No certificate of title may be issued for a junk vehicle oandlienholders of record to permit reclamation of the vehicle after
for a vehicle which has been junked or destroyed. paymentof accrued chages. Such notice shakt forth the year
(3m) In determining whether a vehicle meets the definitibn make,model, and serial number of the abandoned motor vehicle,
ajunk vehicle for purposes of this section 0842.15 (1) (a)the the place where the vehicle ieing held, and shall inform the
departmentay promulgate rules specifyitige conditions under ownerandany lienholders of their right to reclaim the vehicle.
which a vehicle shall be considered incapable of operatiais®r The notice shall state that the failure of the owner or lienholders

upona highway to exercise their rights to reclaim the vehicle under this section
(4) (a) Any person violating sulfl) or (2) may be required shall be deemed a waiver of all right, title, and interest in the
to forfeit not more than $200. vehicle and a conserb the sale of the vehicle. Each retained

(b) Any person who with intent to defraud violates gapor vehiclenot reclaimed by its owner or lienholder maysbiel. The

(2) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. municipality or county may dispose of the vehicle by sedled
History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2955.1455 1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 129418 1983  OF auction sale as provided by ordinangée:such sale the highest

a. 126227, 270,538 1987 a. 3491993 a. 631997 a. 27 bid for any such motor vehicle shall be accepted unless the same
is deemed inadequate by a duly authorized municipal or county

342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal;  representativen which event all bids may be rejected. If all bids
disposal. (1c) In this section, “owner” includes the lessee of are rejected or no bid is received, the municipality or connaty
vehicleif the vehicle is registered, or required to be registered, bitherreadvertise theale, adjourn the sale to a definite date, sell
thelessee under cB41 the motor vehicle at a private sale or juthie vehicle. Any inter

(Im) No person shall leave unattended any motor vehicl@Stedperson may éér bids on each abandomeehicle to be sold.
trailer, semitrailer or mobile home on any public highway or prilf municipal or county ordinances do not state the procedure to be
vate or public propertyfor such time and under such circumfollowed in advertising or providingublic notice of the sale, a
stancesas to cause the vehicle to reasonably appear to have bighjic notice shall be posted at théicé of the municipapolice
abandoned Except as otherwiserovided in this section, when departmenor the ofice of the county shefif The posting of the
everany vehicle has been left unattendethout the permission Noticeat the police or shefi department shall be in the same
of the propertyowner for more than 48 hours in cities of the 14prm as the certified maitotice sent to the owner or lienholders
classand, in other cities, villages and towns, a period set by tAgrecord. Uporsale of an abandoned vehicle, the municipality
governingbody thereof, the vehicle is deemed abandoned a@county shall ‘supply the purchaser with a complétth
constitutesa public nuisance. A motor vehicle shall not be censid€Signedy the department enabling the purchaser to obtain a reg
eredan abandoned motor vehicle when it is out of ordinary pubH’(l,ar certificate of title for the vehicle. The purchaser shall have
view, or when designated as not abandoned byly authorized 10 days to removéhe vehicle from the storage area, but shall pay

municipalor county diicial pursuant to municipal or county ordi & reasonable storage fee established by the municipality or county
nance. for each day the vehicle remains in storage after the 2nd business

S . . . ay subsequent to the sale dateenTays after the sale, thar
unt(ilz?a\f\vfnlﬁlVi?é?ﬁ;gvgﬁl?jﬁlgnozmlirﬁggtrl?sﬁg(g?liegﬁénﬁﬁ;?ﬂ‘e hasershall forfeit all interest in the vehicle and the vehicle shall
y P P ’ﬁ% deemed to be abandoned and magdid again. Any listing

it is deemed by a duly authorized municipal or county represe : PR
: . . vehicles to be sold by any municipality or county shall be made
tive that the cost ofowing and starage clges for the impound ailableto any interested person oganization which makes a

) . V.
mentwould exceed the value of the vehicle, the vehicle may fe o request for such list. The municipality or county may
junkedor sold by the municipality or county prior to expiration o hargea fee for the list

theimpoundment period upon determination by the chigiotite ) . .
or sherif havingjurisdiction that the vehicle is not stolen or other . (€) Within 5 days after the sale or disposal of a vehicle as pro
wisewanted for evidence or othezason. All substantially com Videdin this subsection or suf2), the municipalityor county
plete vehicles in excess of 19 model years of age shall be dispos@ll advise the department of the sale or disposition on a form
of in accordance with sukB) (c). suppliedby the department.

(3) Any municipality or county may enact ordinances govern . (4) (&) In this subsection, "state agency” has the meaning
ing the removal and disposal of abandoned vehiclesearibpt 9ivenfor “agency”ins227.01 (1) _ _
for abandoned vehicles that have been stolen, provide a forfeiturdb) Notwithstanding any other provision of this sectiostate
in addition to providing for the recovery by the municipality oRgencyresponsible for the landn which a vehicle is left unat
countyof the cost of impounding and disposing of the vehicletendedand a duly authorized representative of that agency may
() Any municipal or university police fiter, police oficer exerciseall of the powers and duties under this section of a munic
appointedunder s.16.84 (2) sherif’s deputy county trafic ipality anq a duly agthorlzed municipal representative, subject to
patrolman,state trafic officer or conservation warden who dis thefollowing COﬂdItIOI’lSZ. _
coversany motor vehicle, trailesemitrailey or mobile home on 1. Whenever a vehicle haen left unattended without the
any public highway or private or public property which has beepermissionof the state agendgr more than 72 hours, the vehicle
abandonedshall cause the vehicle to be removed ®uiiable IS deemed abandoned and constitutes a public nuisance.

placeof impoundment. Upon removal of thehicle the dfcer 2. The state agency may promulgate rules governing the
or warden shall notify the sherir chief of police of the abandon removaland disposal of abandoned vehicles and, except for aban
mentand of the location of the impounded vehicle. donedvehicles that have been stolen, providergeiture in addi
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tion to providing for the recovery by the state agencthetost
of impounding and disposing of the vehicle.

(c) This subsection applies to any vehicle deemed abandoned
beforeApril 30, 1996, except that no forfeiture may be assessed
againstthe owner of such a vehicle.

History: 1971 c. 1311973 c. 2131977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 68203 447,
1989a. 1341995 a. 2161997 a. 27
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