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ACT{

8rs\
to amend 347.46 (2) (intro.), 347.46 (2) (a) and 347.46 (2) (b); and to

create 347.46 (2) (d) ofthe statutes; relating to: mudguards on road

tractors, truck tractors, trailers, semitrailers and farm trailers an

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law requires every privately owned motor truck and most semitrailers
operated on a highway between cities to be equipped with fenders or mudguards to
minimize the amount of water, mud and debris thrown by the rear wheels. This
requirement does not apply to motor trucks and semitrailers that have dump bodies.

This bill requires every motor truck, road tractor, truck tractor trailer,
semitrailer and farm trailer, except farm trucks equipped with dump bodies,
whether owned publicly or privately, operated upon a highway to be equipped with
fenders or mudguards. The bill reduces the maximum ground clearance of
acceptable fenders or mudguards from one-third of the horizontal distance from the
center of the rearmost axle to the fender or mudguard to one-fifth of that distance.
The bill also establishes a maximum ground clearance inches for fenders or
mudguards on vehicles equipped with dump bodies transporting sand,
gravel or similar material.
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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 347.46 (2) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.46 (2) (intro.) No person &al-l allay operate on a highway inAn&&+

 anv motor truck T\p* road tractor,

trailer, farm trailer, semitrailerw or truck tractor, except U farm’

. .
trucks equipped with dump bodies, unless m

. .
semr&uLr  the vehicle is equipped with rear fenders or mudguards of such material

and so constructed and placed as to restrict to a minimum the splashing of water,

mud or other material which may be thrown by the rear wheels. Such The rear

fenders or mudguards shall meet all of the following minimum specifications:

SECTION 2. 347.46 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.46 (2) (a) The fenders or mudguards shall cover the tire or multiple tires

they are protecting starting at the top from a line drawn vertically through the center

of the axle and extending rearward and downward so that the fender or mudguard

under any condition of operation or loading of the vehicle has a ground clearance of

not more than oneAlGA one-fifth of the horizontal distance from the center of the

rearmost axle to the fender or mudguardiz

SECTION 3. 347.46 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.46 (2) (b) The fenders or mudguards shall be at least as wide as the tire or

multiple tires they are protecting+Z

SECTION 4. 347.46 (2) (d) of the statutes is created to read:
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SECTION 4

347.46 (2) (d) Notwithstanding any other requirement of this subsection, a

motor truck or semitrailer equipped with a dump body that dumps through the floor

of the cargo body and that is transporting sand, gravel, dirt, rock or similar material

shall be equipped with mudguards that are mounted to the rear of the axles, cover

the entire width of the vehicle and have a ground clearance of not more than 6 inches

when the vehicle is loaded.

8

9

10

(1) This act t ka es effect on the first day of the 4th month beginning after

publication.

(END)
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““*-\‘.--.~1997 ASSEMBLY BILL 94-_ .-e
\L.

BOCK, BOYLE, CARPENTER, CUL

POTTER, ROBSON, SPRINGER,
cosponsored by Senators
and WIRCH. Referred t

G, GROBSCHMIDT,

renumber and amend 348.10 (2); and to create 3

the statutes; relating to: transporting bulk materials on a hi

-

&&?I~~ d

Arz&lvsis bg the Legislative Referencd weau I-
nder current law, no person is permitted to operate a vehicle on a highway

L unless the vehicle is so constructed and loaded as- to prevent its contents from
dropping, sifting, leaking or otherwise escaping from the vehicle. A forfeiture of not
less than $10 nor more than $200 may be imposed for violating this provision.

This bill specifies that a load of bulk material, such as sand, gravel or dirt, that
-1 k&-J

is not in containers must be covered when being transported on a highway to prevent A
the load from dropping or sifting from the vehicle. Failure to comply with this
provision also may result in aprfeiture of not less than $10 nor more than $200.

The bill specifies that both of these provisions do not apply to bulk material
being applied to a highway for highway construction or maintenance.

nt&%%Znate  and assembly, do

3

4

SECTION 1. 348.10 (2) of the statutes is renumbered 348.10 (2) (a) and amended
-1 Ll

to read: 3-6 J%
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SECTION 1

348.10 (2) (a) No person s&-H may operate a vehicle on a highway unless such

vehicle is so constructed and loaded as to prevent its contents from dropping, sifting,

leaking or otherwise escaping therefrom.

SECTION 2. 348.10 (2) (b) and (c) of the statutes are created to read:

348.10 (2) (b) Notwithstanding par. (a), no person may operate on a highway

a vehicle loaded with bulk material, such as sand, gravel or dirt, that is not in

containers unless the vehicle is so loaded and covered as to prevent the load from

dropping or sifting from the vehicle.

(c) This subsection does not apply to the application of a bulk material to a

highway for the purpose of maintenance or construction of the highway.
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modeled on Minnesota law. See Minn. Stat. § 169.733 (1996).

Paul E. Nilsen
Legislative Attorney
261-6926
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November 24,1998

The provisions of this bill relating to covering bulk materials are identical to 1997
Assembly Bill 94.

The provisions of this bill relating to mudguards are modeled on Minnesota law. See
Minn. Stat. 5 169.733 (1996).

Paul E. Nilsen
Legislative Attorney
261-6926
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The attached draft is submitted for your inspection. Please check each part carefully, proofread each word, and
sign on the appropriate line(s) below.

Date: 11124198 To: Representative Schneider

Relating to LRB drafting number: LIB-03 11

Topic
transporting bulk materials; covers and mudflaps

Suhiecth)
Transportation - traffic laws

1. JACKET the draft for introduction

in the Senate- o r  t he  Assembly (check only one). Only the requester under whose name the

drafting request is entered in the LRB’s drafting records may authorize the draft to be submitted. Please

allow one day for the preparation of the required copies.

2. REDRAFT. See the changes indicated or attached

A revised draft will be submitted for your approval with changes incorporated.

3. Obtain FISCAL ESTIMATE NOW, prior to introduction

If the analysis indicates that a fiscal estimate is required because the proposal makes an appropriation or

increases or decreases existing appropriations or state or general local government fiscal liability or

revenues, you have the option to request the fiscal estimate prior to introduction. If you choose to

introduce the proposal without the fiscal estimate, the fiscal estimate will be requested automatically upon

introduction. It takes about 10 days to obtain a fiscal estimate. Requesting the fiscal estimate prior to

introduction retains your flexibility for possible redrafting of the proposal.

If you have any questions regarding the above procedures, please call 266-3561. If you have any questions

relating to the attached draft, please feel free to call me.

Paul E. Nilsen, Legislative Attorney
Telephone: (608) 26 l-6926


