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John Aiﬁsworth

State Representative * 6th Assembly District

Chair: Assembly Committee on Rural Affairs

MEMORANDUM

To: Paul Nilsen, Attorney

From: Representative John Ainsworth

Date: January 20, 1999

Re: Substitute Amendment Draft to A.B. 35

o
/700‘7

/
I would like to request a draft of a substitute amendment to A.B. 35, making the following
changes:

Page 2 - line 5:
snowplow that is engaged in the activities described in sub. (1) and is using lamps described in s.
347.26(7) closer than 200 feet. . . . ..

Page 2 - line 6:
than 35 miles per hour. This subsection does not apply when a snowplow has stopped on the

highway or when overtaking and passing. . . ..

Thank you in advance for your attention to this request. If you have any additional

guestions, please do not hesitate to contact either myself or Ktistina Boardman at 266-3097.

District: Office:
W6382 Waukechon Road Toll-Free: (888) 529-0006 P.0. Box 8952, State Capitol
Shawano, Wisconsin 54166 E-mail: Rep.Ainsworth @legis.state.wi.us Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8952
(715) 526-3810 & Printed on recycled paper (608) 266-3097 « Fax: (608) 282-3606
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1 AN ACT 6 ereate 346.915 of the statutes; relating to: following snowplows.
T-\\\, oo T R ncomrn,

\\ Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau ’

Under current law, with certain exceptions, no person may driye- motorvehlcle
closer than 500 feet behmd lan authorized emergency veh1cle,anﬂy ding a police car,
fire truck or ambulance, that 1s~re4>ond1ng to a call or.alatm. A person violating this
prohibition may be required to forfeitnot 1ess,théf§20 nor more than $40 for a first
conviction, and not less than $50 nor more-than $100 for a second or subsequent
conviction within one year of the £iFst conviction~There is no similar prohibition
applicable to following be}l;;pd snowplows

This bill prohibits.a”person from driving a motor vehiele closer than 200 feet
behind an official snoWwplow that is engaged in the removal or tréatment of snow or
ice upon a high :a"j'r/having a posted speed limit of more than 35 miles
bill contains.ah exception to allow a person to pass a snowplow that is re

Ltreating show or ice. The penalty for a violation is identical to the penal for

following an emergency vehicle too closely.

. g gency i — |
W A

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

2 SECTION 1. 346.915 of the statutes is created to read:
3 346.915 Following snowplow. (1) In this section, “snowplow” means a
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4" vehicle that is\{r’operated by a person employed by or on behalf of an authority in charge
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,ASSEMBLY BILL 35 SECTION 1

;

of the maintenance of the highway to perform highway winter maintenance snow

and ice removal, including plowing,jsalting and sanding, durlrjg either a storm or v
an /er 13 (Sing e S5, 3u.26 7)

cleanup following a storm/[ v 'j “p2 E’Scrrfu»z " (

(2) The operator of any vehicle that is not a snowplow may not follow a

snowplow closer than 200 feet upon any highway having a posted speed limit of more
than 35 miles per hour. 'This subsection does not apply when overtaking and passing
a snowplow, but the fact that the operator of any vehicle upon a highway having a
posted speed limit of fnore than 35 miles per hour follows the snowplow more closely
than 200 feet for one mile or more or follows more closely than 200 feet when the

snowplow is moving at the maximum speed limit is prima facie evidence that the

——
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operator of such following vehicle is violating this subsection\z

(END)
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State af Wisconsin
1999 - 2000 LEGISLATURE LRBs0003/

TO 1999 ASSEMBLY BILL 35

1 AN ACT to create 346.915 of the statutes; relating to: following snowplows.

The people of the state of Wiscohsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

2 SECTION 1. 346.915 of the statutes is created to read:

@ 346.915 Following snowplov{(§l) In this section, “snowplow” means a
4 vehicle that is operated by a person employed by or on behalf of an authority in charge
5 of the maintenance of the highway to perform highway winter maintenance snow
6 and ice removal, including plowing, salting and sanding, during either a storm or
7 cleanup follggyigg a storm and that is using lamps described in s. 347.26 (7).

8 (2) The operator of anv yehicle that is not a snowplow may not follow a
9 snowplow/i}f4t(is én‘éage}e ?niﬁf'g'ﬁaﬁf winter maintenance snow and ice removal, as
10 described in sub. (1), and gt is using lamps described in s. 347.26 (7) floser than

200 feet upon any highway having a posted speed limit of more than 35 miles per

houy This subsection does not apply when overtaking and passing a snowplow, but
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SEcTION 1

the fact that the operator of any vehicle upon a highway having a posted speed limit
of more than 35 miles per hour follows the snowplow more closely than 200 feet for
one mile or more or follows more closely than 200 feet when the snowplow is moving
at the maximum speed limit is prima facie evidence that the operator of such
following vehicle is violating this subsection. This subsection does not apply to a
snowplow that is stopped or standing in the highway.

(END)
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