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State of Wisconsin 73

1999 - 2000 LEGISLATURE LRBa0156/1
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| ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT,
{@ TO 1999 ASSEMBLY BILL 83

At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:

1. Page 1,line 4: aftei' f‘marria{ge” insert “, requiring prgmarital couqseling to
obtain a marriage license”. ) | o

2. Page 3, line1: befox?e that line insert:

“SECTION 1c¢. 765.09 (tg,i'tle) of the statutes is amended to read: |

765.09 (title) Identification of parties; statement of qu;xlit;ications;
proof of premarital counseling.”.

3. Page 3, line 1: delete “SECTION 1” and substitute “SECTION 1g”.

4. Page 4, ]ine 3: after that line insert:

“SEcTION 1m. 765.09 (3m) of the statutes is created to read:

765.09 (3m) Subject to s. 765.26 (1) (bm), the clerk may not issue a marriage

license unless the parties have received at least 2 hours of premarital counseling and

present to the clerk a notarized attestation, signed by the person who provided the
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i the'counseling required under s. 765.09 (83m), the parties may submit to the clerk for

Qbﬁnéeling provided to the paijt,_ies {gatisﬁes.bpth requirements.”.
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counseling, confirming that the parties received the counseling required under this
subsection. The counseling may be provided by a marriage and family therapist, a
professional counselor, a member of the clergy or a person designated by a member
ofthe clergy and shéll include at least one hour of instruction related to the parenting
of children and at least one hour of instruction related to marriage issues. Ifthe clerk
issues a marriage license to the parties under s. 765.12, the cierk shall attach the

attestation to the marriage license.”.

8. Page 7, line 13: after that line insert:

“(bm) If the person who provided the counseling under par. (b) 2. also provided

. 'attachment to the marriage license one notarized attestation that confirms that the. . - .

6. Page 13, line 13: after that line insert:

“SECTION 16m. Initial applicabiiity.

(1) PREMIT& COUNSELING REQUIREMENT. The treatment of section 765.09
(title) and (3m) of the statutes first applies to marriage licenses applied for on the
effective date of this subsection.”.

(END)
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1. Rather than change the premarital counseling requirement for covenant
marriages in the bill, I required persons entering into a covenant marriage to comply

with both requirements: the one that applies to all persons applying for a marriage .

license; and the one that applies to covenant marriages. Chances are the covenant
marriage premarital counseling would include most of the same issues.that:are

required for the premarital counseling for all couples anyway. The covenant marriage
premarital counseling would include the additional issues related to-covenant
marriage specifically, such as the grounds for divorce if there is a.minor child. .- .

2. “Marriage issues” in s. 765.09 (3m) might be a bit vague. Do you wanttobeany - .
more specific? The specifics could be the same as for the covenant marnage counsehng S

the nature, purposes and responsibilities of marriage. .- i

R

3. Because this amendment substantially expands the scope. of 1999 Assembly Blll
83, it may be considered nongermane under assembly rule 54 (3)(f). ..

Pamela J. Kahler

Senior Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266—2682

E-mail: Pam.Kahler@legis.state.wi.us
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1. Rather than change the premarital counseling requirement for covenant
marriages in the bill, I required persons entering into a covenant marriage to comply
with both requirements: the one that applies to all persons applying for a marriage
license; and the one that applies to covenant marriages. Chances are the covenant
marriage premarital counseling would include most of the same issues that are
required for the premarital counseling for all couples anyway. The covenant marriage
premarital counseling would include the additional issues related to covenant
marriage specifically, such as the grounds for divorce if there is a minor child.

2. “Marriage issues” in s. 765.09 (3m) might be a bit vague. Do you want to be any
more specific? The specifics could be the same as for the covenant marriage counseling:
the nature, purposes and responsibilities of marriage.

3. Because this amendment substantially expands the scope of 1999 Assembly Bill
83, it may be considered nongermane under assembly rule 54 (3) (f).

Pamela J. Kahler

Senior Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-2682

E—mail: Pam.Kahler@legis.state.wi.us



