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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
1997-99 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
REQUEST FOR STATUTORY LANGUAGE CHANGE

TITLE: Milwaukee Private School Choice Accountability
DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT LAW AND PROBLEM:

Section 119.23, Wis. statues., permit parents of (children in low-income families in Milwaukee to elect to send their
children to private schools participating in the Millwaukee parental choice program. Private schools which
participate ih this program are paid an amount equal to Milwaukee’s state equalization aid per member for each
eiirolled pupil. This amount Is then deducted from Milwaukee's equalization aid.

There Is minimal accountability required of private schools participating in the Milwaukee program. While the
absence of regulation is often cited as an advantage to private school choice, it became a problem in the first.year
of the parental choice program when the absence of a formal governance structure or sound fiscal management
practices resulted In one school closing its doors mid-year. About 63 students attended the school which was, in
the words of the evaluator, “in turmoil from the beginning of the year," and then were required to transfer to other
schools when It elosed. Sixty-three Milwaukee children experienced a school year which was largely wasted. In
the 1995-96 school year, two more schools closed, displacing 172 students. In the summer prior to the 1996-97
school year, one more school closed where 39 students had enrolled for the upcoming school year.

In November, 1991, the first-year report on the Milwaukee parental choice program was published. The report,
along with four subsequent reports by John F. Witte, argued that “very simple regulations requiring a formal
governance structure, financial reporting, and further accountability In terms of outcomes would greatly reduce the
likelihood that schools would close mid-year...” The report included the following recommendations, some of
which address the specific problem of the closing of the Juanita Virgil academy, Exito education center,
Milwaukee preparatory school, and the Waldoff school of Milwaukee:

Governance. All Schools participating in the parental choice program should have a formal governance
structure Including a board of directors (school board). The board can be structured by the schools as
they see fit, but must Include a specified and formal process for selection and terms of members. |t
should also Include at least some members who have no proprietary interest in the school. It should also
include parents. We also recommend that the school have formal bylaws. The board should have the
authority to promulgate and amend the bylaws and establish whatever additional governing structure is
seen as appropriate. Board meetings should be held in accordance with state open meeting laws.

Added Accountability. Schools should be required to meet all current and future state outcome
requirements, Including state wide tests, (dropout reporting, and a school report card when it Is required.

Review Accountability Standards. We recommend that the legislature review the current standards of
dccountability as specified In the statute. At present, schools may meet any one of four standards
(attendance, echievenient, grade advancement, or parental ihvolvement). We suggest That The schools
meet more than one of these standards. We also suggest flexibility in the standards based on the level of
the school . . .

In addition to proposing the Witte recommendations, the department proposes to improve administration of the
program by changing payment dates to coincide with equalization aid payments. This will allow ti:e department
sufficient time to audit membership data prior to making payments.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Add provisions that will require increased accountability on the part of private schools participating in the
program. Require that each school have a formal governance structure, allow the state superintendent to
conduct on-site financial audits at his or her discretion, and require that choice private school pupils be
involved in the same state wide pupil assessment activities as public school pupils by requiring that private
schools participate in all of the following:

° The educational assessment program developed under s.115.28(10).

¢ The pupil assessment examinations required under s. 118.30.

¢ The third grade reading test requiired under s. 121.02(1) (r).






'd

2. Change payment dates to coincide with equalization aid payments and to allow the department sufficient time
to audit membership data prior to making payments.

[ oRAFTING INSTRUGTIONS]

Amends. 115.28 (10) as follows

115.28 (10) Develop an e
efficiency of educational programs offered
Milwaukee parental choice program under s. 119.
achievement in reading, mathematics, writi
offered by public schools will be ob ely measured each year.
grade levels on a unlfoml,/stal wide basis.

Amend s. -418.30 (fm) (a), (am) and (b) as follows: 1689~ Lo

118.30 (Im) (a) Beginning In the 19/98=9’7 school year, administer the 4th grade examination to all pupils
enrolled In the school distrfct, including pupils enrolled In charter schools located In the school district and pupils
articipating in The Milwaukee Parental Choice Program under s. 119.23, In the 4Th grade.

onal assessment program to mea jectively the adequacy and
blic schools in e and private schools participating in the
program shatl include methods by which pupil

jence and other areas of instruction commonly
ent shall be undertaken at several

(am) Administer the 8th grade examination to all pupils enrolled in the school district, Including pupils
enrolled In charter schools located In the school district and pupils participating In the Mifwaukee parental choice

program under s. 119.23; In the 8Th grade.

| (b) Administer the 10th grade examination to all pupils enrolled in the school district, including pupils
enrolled In charter schools located In the school district and pupils partlclpatina In the Milwaukee oarental choice

program under s. 119.23, In the 10th grade.
Create s. 119.23 (2) (a) 6 as follows:

119.23 (2) (a) 8 The private school shall have a formal governance structure, including a board of
directors The boand must Include a speclfied and fon'nal process for selectlon and terms of members, {b¥usaiso
al e £ ; : SE 2=poaremts. The school must have formal

bylaws whlch may be promulgated and amended by the board Board meetlngs must be held in accordance with

k state open meeting laws. 20 ROAEQ < \c\ S

PP UTIN B ’":z."—v.‘ TR £ THMEEE S s | e e e

Amend 5. 448,23 (#) as follows: " © - — -

]

! 119.23 (4) Upon réceipt-fromi the pupll s parent’ or guardlan of proof of the pll's\ql?lég)en n the private

5choo| the state supérintendent shall g?y rivate school, from the appropriation under$=20.255 (2) ((fu), an
amount equal to the total amount to-which the schoo is entitled under s. 121 08-dfvided by The Scheol
district membership, or an pam’é'“/ t equal to the private school's operating and debt service cost per pupil that is ,

felated to educationalf programmlng, as determined by the department hi"ﬁver Is less. The state /

{supeﬁntendemfﬁali pay 25% of the tota,!,emounun-September* % I Nevember December; 25% in-February o

-June:——

i( Amend s. 121.02(1) (r) as follows:

121.02 (1) (r) Annually administer a standardized reading test developed by the department to all pupils
enrolled in the school district In grade 3, including pupils enrolled in charter schools located In the school district
and private schools participating in the Milwaukee parental choice program under s. 119.23.

~ EFFECTIVE DATE: 1997-98 school year
CONTACT PERSON(S): Lori Slauson, Policy and Budget (808) 287-9127
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1999  Dutetimar <

BILL

L%@

AN ACT.. . [generate catalog] to repeal. . . ; to renumber . . . ; to consolidate and

Use the appropriate components and routine8 developed for bills.

renumber. .. ; to renumber and amend. . . ; to consolidate, renumber and

amend . ..;toamend. .. ;torepeal and recreate. . .;and tocreate. .. of the
statutes; relating to: ... 0. .. /h (WU\ L& . anT‘/( . ..‘f./?‘{.‘?“. .......

g“ ........ w&m&é% ..... @H...W(%pﬂf‘.\.ﬁ@.’\!....

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

[NOTE: See section 4.02 (2) (br), Drafting Manual, for specific order of
standard phrases.]

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
. ______________________________________________________________|

For the 3 titles used in an analysis, in the component bar:

For the main heading [old =M], execute: . ...... create — anal: - title: & head
For the subheading [old =S], execute: . ......... create —» anal: = title: = sub
For the sub-subheading [old =P}, execute: ..... . create — amal: - title: = sub-sub

ﬂmw/

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

SECTION #.

[rev: 6/2/98 1999DF02(fm)]






Section #. 19.82 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

19.82 (1) “Governmental body” means a state or local agency, board, commission, committee,
council, department or public body corporate and politic created by constitution, statute, ordinance,
rule or order; a governmental or quasi-governmental corporation except for the Bradley center

sports and entertainment corporation; alocal exposition district under subch. 11 of ch. 229; a non-

profit corporation operating the Olympic ice training center under s. 42.11 (3);/or a formally consti-

tuted subunit of any of the foregoing, but excludes any such body or committee or subunit of such
body which is formed for or meeting for the purpose of collective bargaining under subch. I, IV or
V of ch. 111.

History: 1975 c. 426; 1977 c. 364,447, 1985 a. 26, 29, 332; 1987 a. 305; 1993 a. 215, 263, 456, 491; 1995 a. 27, 185;;

1997 a. 79.
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Section #. 118.30 (Im) (@) of the statutes is amended to read:

L\W »\(US/

m) () 1. Except as provided in sub. (6), adnums7 the 4th grade examination adopted

118.30 (

or approvged by the state superintendent under sub. (1) (a) to all pupils enrolled in the school district,

includin% pupils enrolled in charter schools located in the school district, i—ﬂ—%he—4—ﬂa—gfaé;/Beginning
/ \
on July 1, 2002, if the school board has not developed and adopted its own 4th grade examination,

the school board shall provide a pupil with at |east 2 opportunities to achieve a score on the examina-

tion administered under this subdivision that is sufficient for promotion under sub. (5) (a) 1.

2. Beginning on July 1, 2002, if the school board has developed or adopted its own 4th grade
UM ey Yh i
examination, administer that examination to all@upxls 'béﬁrolled in the school district, includg@i a

pupils enrolled in charter schools located in the school district, & ~"The school board

shall provide a pupil with at least 2 opportunities to pass the examination administered under this

subdivision.

History: 1991 & 269; 1993 a. 16,367; 1995 a. 27 ss. 3971b to 3971yd, 9145 (1); 1997 a. 27, 164, 23

(/ Lt m&?ﬁ-
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Section #. 118.30 (Im) (am) of the statutes is amended to read:

g

118.30 (Im) (am) 1. Except as provided in sub. (6), adminis{er the 8th grade examination adopted

or approved by t&e state superintendent under sub. (1) (a) to al/ipuplls enrolled in the school district,

3th %__
including pupils enrolled in charter schools located in the school district, Wmn —\

on July 1, 2002, if the school board has not developed and adopted its own 8th grade examination
the school board shall provide a pupil with at |east 2 opportunities to achieve a score on the examina-

tion administered under this subdivision that is sufficient for promotion under sub. (5) (b) 1.

2. Beginning on July 1, 2002, if the school board has developed or adopted its own 8th grade

PN
examination, administer that examination to all puplls gnrolled in the school district, including

pupils enrolled in charter schools located in the school district, 4 /"The school board
shall provide a pupil with at least 2 opportunities to pass the examination administered under this
subdivision.

History: 1991 a. 269; 1993 a. 16, 367; 1995 a. 27 ss. 3971b to 3971yd, 9145 (1); 1997 a. 27, 164, 237,

~
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Section #. 118.30 (Im) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

fo th (-

118.30 (1m) (bLAdminister the 10th grade examination to auﬂgupﬂs enrolled in the school district,

joth fg; “ . N
including)‘pup s enrolled in charter schools located in the school district, &W \
\

paragraph does not apply after the 2000-01 school year.

History: 1991 a. 269; 1993 a. 16, 367; 1995 a. 27 ss. 3971b to 3971yd, 9145 (1); 1997 a. 27, 164, 237.
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Section #. 119.23 (2) (a) 1., 2. and 3. of the statutes are amended to read:

119.23 (2) (a) 1. The pupil isamember of afamily that has atotal family income that does not
exceed an amount equal toH%im = e poverty level determined in accordance with criteria estab-
lished by the director of the federal office of management and budget.

History: 1989 a. 336; 1993 a. 16; 1995 a. 27 ss. 4002 to 4009, 9145 (1); 1995 a. 216; 1997 a. 27, 113.

2. In the previous school year the pupil was enrolled in the school district operating under this

chapter, was attending a private school +ader#

sin-a~private-schoot located in the city otherthan-under-this-seetron or was not enrolled in school.
History: 1989 a. 336; 1993 a. 16; 1995 a. 27 ss. 4002 to 4009, 9145 (1); 1995 a. 216; 1997 a. 27,113.
3. The private school notified the state superintendent of its intent to participate in the program
under this section by 1 of the previous school year. The notice shall specify the number of pupils
participating in the program under this section for which the school has space.

History: 1989 a. 336; 1993 a. 16; 1995 a. 27 ss. 4002 to 4009, 9145 (1); 1995 a. 216; 1997 a. 27, 113.
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Section #. 119.23 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

119.23 (4) Upon receipt from the pupil’s parent or{guardian of proof of the pypil’s enrollment
in the private school, the state superintendent shall pay|to the parent or guardia Nfrom the appropri-
ation under s. 20.255 (2) (fu), an amount equal to the total amount to which the school district is
entitled under s. 121.08 divided by the school district membership, or an amount equal to the private
school’ s operating and debt service cost per pupil that is related to educational programming, as
determined by the department, whichever is less. The state superintendent shall pay 25% of the total
amount in September, 25% in November, 25% in February and 25% in May. The department shall
send the check to the private sc\fool. $he%' parent or guardian shall restrictively endorse the check
for the use of the private school.

History: 1989 a. 336; 1993 & 16; 1995 a. 27 ss. 4002 t0 4009, 9145 (1); 1995 a. 216;1997 a. 27, 113.
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Section #. 121.02 (1) (r) of the statutes is amended to read:. é

B 2

124.02 (1) (r) Annually administer a standardized reading st developed by the department to
all jpupils enrolled in the school district #r-grade-3, includin pupils enrolled in charter schools

located in the school distric

History: 1973 <. 90, 115, 243, 333; 1975/c. 39, 198; 1977 . 29, 178, 206, 418, 429, 447; 1979 c. 34,221; 1985 a. 29,

228, 1987 . 27, 399; 1989 a. 31, 285:/4991 a. 48,269: 1993 3. 16, 339, 430, 450; 1995 a. 27 ss. 4036 to 4038, 9145

(1); 1997 a. 27, 113,
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Nonstat File Sequence:

$$$ CHANGE

1. In the component bar:

For the action phrase, execute: ........... create — action: - *NS: - $change
...... create — action: — *N8S: — 92XX

.................... create — text: = *NS: — $change

Nonstatutory subunits are numbered automatically if “( #1 )7, “(#2)”, etc., is filled in.. Below, for the

budget, fill in the 9200 department code; and fill in "or“ ) only if a “frozen” number
is needed.

SECTION # W Appropriation changes; . . . .

.......... %L)Vvé(t,g WV ia A1 St

For the text, execute:
2.

VAV IS N harte, e KVW\ o

............................................... In the schedule under section

20.005;%) of the statutes for the appropriation to the %ﬁo\«ﬂwwﬂ‘ .......
\ 7/ 1
........... QMQD qrS WhS)W wcjﬂ &%

_~
under section 20. 2¥3. . ( [ ) ( G- ) of the statutes, as affected by the acts of
1999, the dollar amount is | N .creased by $ ... .. L. 3D 00D, . for fis-
cal year 1999-00

for the -pose}Hpurposes
L COmMPAIS. bne . sechoy
./T&ij\es) cs . Cle cles L’f {/Y\b WA . o

* Use the 2nd alternative if the purpose of the increase or decrease is more lim-

ited than the purpose or purposes of the appropriation as currently shown
in the text of ch. 20, stats.

[rev: 6/2/98 1999$change(fm))
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Nonstat File Sequence:

¢ INITIAL APPLI CABI LI TY

1. In the component bar:

For the action phrase, execute: ............... create = action: - *NS: - inappl
For the budget action phrase, execute: . ........ create — action: — *NS: — 93XX
For the text, execute: .................... ..., create — text: = *NS: — inappl

2. Nonstatutory subunits arc numbered automatically if “( #1 ), “(#2)”, etc., is filled in. Below, for the
budget, fill in the 9399 department code; and fill in "or“ )" only if a“frozen” number

is needed.
SECTION # m /\U/\J\ M. nitial applicability/(Q.....
CHL ) A e e N
o)

e g g o ). . ‘/Thetreatmentofsections L
g ,h ..[.6.‘.2{?’..(/.,2...%:.3.?. [/.'h).[.:’)@...C.é.)..../..f.tﬁ.r.m.../g)..f@).t...@ 3.
Ve KLY ey S0 ) ()

of the statuteg

.............................................................

first applies to . V(V?“Gr‘/“*db@/'tap"pléﬂ“’\/ﬁ@l[)‘vﬂ’\'
(?\,0)  wpoo fon yw@& fheice Pt

cotn e M W s DAl d 6 R CIUWE L prdSam
. A LL
Ldee Mo B Lol achod| peana D
-
Ewa /v
e
1. In the component bar:
For the action phrase, execute: ............... create — action: - *NS: - inappl
For the text, execute: ........................ create — text: - *NS: — inapplA

2. Nonstatutory subunits are numbered automatically if “( #1 ), “(#2)”, etc., is filled in. Below, fill in
“__"or“ ) onlyifa*“frozen” number is needed.

SECTION # . Initidhapgplicability, ..............

ooooooooooooooo eevseccnsrss C\® ® 2000000000000 sCPIOIROIOIOIOIORSIOROCERGSEES

(#1) «( A DY S - A [r ........... This act first ap-
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-0015/1dn
FROM THE PG:kmg:jf
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

December 1, 1998

1. This bill first applies to private schools and pupils participating in the Milwaukee
parental choice program in the 2000-01 school year. OK?

2. If this bill is enacted before the enactment of the 1999-2001 biennial budget act,
the appropriation increase may not be effective. You may wish to delay the effective
date of this bill until the day after the budget act’s effective date; that would guarantee
that the appropriation increase takes effect.

Peter R. Grant
Assistant Chief Counsel

267- 3362






w

7~

1999 - 2000 LEGISLATURE LRB-0015/3/ -

PG:kmg:jf

1999 BILL

AN ACT to amend 19.82 , 118.30 (1m) (a), 118.30 (1m) (am), 118.30 (Im) (b),
119.23(2)(a) 1.,2,4And 3., 119.23 (4) and 121.02 (1) (r); and to create 119.23 (2)
(a) 6. and 119.23 (10) of the statutes; relating to: the Milwaukee parental

choice program and making an appropriation.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill makes a number of changes to the statutes governing the Milwaukee
parental choice program (MPCP), which allows certain pupils to attend participating
private schools in Milwaukee at state expense. The changes include the following:

1. Currently, the pupil must be a member of a family with a total family income

of no more than 1.75 times the federal poverty level in order to participate in the .

MPCP. This bill raises that limit to 2.2 times the federal poverty level.

2. Currently, in order to participate in the MPCP, in the previous school year
the pupil had to be enrolled in the Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS); attending a
private school under the MPCP; enrolled in grades kindergarten to three in a private
school located in Milwaukee other than under the MPCP; or not enrolled in school.
This bill allows all pupils who, in the previous school year, were enrolled in MPS or
who were attending a private school located in Milwaukee to participate.

3. Currently, a private school must notify the department of public instruction
(DPI) of its intent to participate in the MPCP by May 1 of the previous school year.
This bill changes the date to February 1.

4. This bill requires that, in order to participate in the MPCP, a private school
must have a formal governance structure, including a board of directors, and bylaws






1999 - 2000 Legislature -2 - LRB-0015/I
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pabcies fiog v
that specify the selection process and the terms of board members. The bill also
subjects the meetings of each private school's board jof directors to the state’s open
meetings law.
5. State payment for a pupil attending a private school under the MPCP is an
amount equal to the per pupil aid amount received by MPS or an amount equal to
the private school’s operating and debt service cost per pupil, whichever is less. DPI
sends the check, which is made out to the pupil’s pareht or guardian, to the private
school. The parent or guardian must endorse the check for the use of the private
school.
This bill retains this payment procedure for pupils attending sectarian private
schools. For pupils attending nonsectarian private schoals, the bill provides for the
payment to be made directly to the school.
6. Currently, a school board must administer the fourth, eighth and tenth grade
pupil assessments and the third grade reading test to alk pupils enrolled in the
appropriate grades in the school district, including pupils ennplled in charter schools
located in the school district. This bill requires M8 to administer these
—.—examinations to pupils who are enrolled in the appropriate grades in‘[private school§}
K articipating in the MPCP aswgh.
¢ 7. This bill directs DPI, in cooperation with the pupil assignment council (which
N consists of one representative from each private school participating in the MPCP),
to establish a public information campaign to inform the parents of all pupils who
are eligible to participate in the MPCP, and the eligible pupils, about the MPCP.
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

¢
He mgcp

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. 19.82 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

2 19.82 (1) “Governmental body” means a state or local agency, board,
3 commission, committee, council, department or public body corporate and politic
4 created by constitution, statute, ordinance, rule or order; a governmental or
5 guasi-governmental corporation except for the Bradley center sports and
6 entertainment corporation; a local exposition district under subch. Il of ch. 229; a
7 nonprofit corporation operating the Olympic ice training center under s. 42.11 (3);
8 a board of directors of a private school that is participating in the program under s.

9 119.23; or a formally constituted subunit of any of the foregoing, but excludes any
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BILL SECTION 1

such body or committee or subunit of such body which is formed for or meeting for
the purpose of collective bargaining under subch. I, IV or V of ch. 111.
\\
118.30 (Im) (a) 1. Except as provided in sub. (6), administer the 4th gradg\
amination adopted or approved by the state superintendent under sub. (}4) (a) to
ade pupils enrolled in the school district, including 4th grade pugrﬂémenrolled

in charte

ya
r?ls located in the school district, in-the-4th-grade and t6 all 4th grade
pupils enrollechin private schools that are participating in thesprogram under s.
119.23 and are loédin the school district. Beginning on J %1, 2002, if the school

board has not developed™and adopted its own 4th grade examination, the school

board shall provide a pupil with at least 2 opportu {1;:5 to achieve a score on the
examination administered under thig subd1v1s1on that is sufficient for promotion
under sub. (5) (a) 1.
2. Beginning on July 1, 2002, ifthe cho lboard has developed or adopted its
own 4th grade examination, administer that exam\itlon to all 4th grade pupils
1

enrolled in the school district, incldding 4th grade pupilg enrolled in charter schools

located in the school distﬁctW n

vate schools that are parficipating in

in the school district. /The school board shall provide a pupil ZWith at least 2

opportunities to pas$ the examination administered under this subdivigi
SECTION 3,/118.30 (1m) (am) of the statutes is amended to read:
118.3})( m) (am) 1. Except as provided in sub. (6), administer the 8th grade
examination adopted or approved by the state superintendent under sub. (1) (a) to,

all 8th/grade pupils enrolled in the school district, including 8th grade pupils enrolled

in charter schools located in the school district, inthe8th-grade and to all 8th qrade)
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board h *ot developed and adopted its own 8th grade examinatipri, the school
board shall provide a pupil with at least 2 opportunities to achiéve a score on the
examination admjnistered under this subdivision that is gdfficient for promotion

under sub. (5) (b) 1.

2. Beginning on July 1, 2002, if the school bedrd has developed or adopted its
own 8th grade examination,administer t;g/ex;amination to all 8th grade pupils

enrolled in the school district, including 8tH grade pupils enrolled in charter schools

located in the school district, inthe-8thgrade and to all 8th grade pupils enrolled in

private schools that are partici o; in thelprogram under s. 119.23 and are located
in the school district. Th échool board shal provide a pupil with at least 2
opportunities to pass the gxamination administered ander this subdivision.

SECTION 4. 118,30 (1m) (b) of the statutes is amendéd, to read:

118.30 (1m) /b) Administer the 10th grade examination to &l 10th grade pupils
enrolled in the/school district, including 10th grade pupils enrolled in¢harter schools
located in the school district, in-the10th-grade and to all 10th grade pupils enrolled
in _privéate schools that are participating in the program under s. 119.23 3nd are

locgted in the school district. This paragraph does not apply after the 2000-01 schopl

ear. L _

SECTION 5. 119.23 (2) (a) I., 2. and 3. of the statutes are amended to read:

119.23 (2) (@) 1. The pupil is a member of a family that has a total family income
that does not exceed an amount equal to 345 2.2 times the poverty level determined
in accordance with criteria established by the director of the federal office of

management and budget.
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2. In the previous school year the pupil was enrolled in the school district

operating under this chapter, was attending a private school undesthissectianmras

enrolledingradeskindergartento 3inaprivateschool located in the city etherthan
under-this-seetion or was not enrolled in school.

3. The private school notified the state superintendent of its intent to
participate in the program under this section by May Eebruarv 1 of the previous
school year. The notice shall specify the number of pupils participating in the
program under this section for which the school has space.

SECTION 6. 119.23 (2) (a) 6. of the statutes is created to read:

119.23 (2) (a) 6. The private school has a formal governance structure,
including a board of directors, and bylaws that specify the selection process for and
the terms of board members.

SECTION 7. 119.23 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

119.23 (4) Upon receipt from the pupil’s parent or guardian of proof of the
pupil’'s enrollment in the private school, the state superintendent shall pay to the

private school if the nrivate school is nonsectarian? or to the parent or guardian if the

private school is sectarian, from the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (fu), an amount

equal to the total amount to which the school district is entitled under s. 121.08
divided by the school district membership, or an amount equal to the private school’s
operating and debt service cost per pupil that is related to educational programming,
as determined by the department, whichever is less. The state superintendent shall
pay 25% of the total amount in September, 25% in November, 25% in February and

25% in May. The department shall send the check to the private school. The If the

check is paid to the narent or guardian, the parent or guardian shall restrictively

endorse the check for the use of the private school.
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SECTION 8. 119.23 (10) of the statutes is created to read:

119.23 (10) The department, in cooperation with the pupil assignment council
under sub. (8), shall establish a public information campaign to inform the parents
of all pupils who are eligible to attend a private school under this section, and the
eligible pupils, about the program under this section.

\ —

SECTION 9. 121.02 (1) (r) of the statutes is amended to read:

\\21;02 (1) (r) Annually administer a standardized reading test developed by

the depar:c:;??‘t’o*&l& grade pupils enrolled in the"§chool district ingrade-3,

: puT i are participating
fider s. 119.23 and are located in the school distr\ic:.\\

SECTION 10. Appropriation changes; public instruction.

(1) MILWAUKEE PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM. In the schedule under section
20.005 (3) of the statutes for the appropriation to the department of public
instruction under section 20.255 (1) (a) of the statutes, as affected by the acts of 1999,
the dollar amount is increased by $30,000 for fiscal year 1999-00 for the public
information campaign under section 119.23 (10) of the statutes, as created by this
act.

SECTION 11. Initial applicability. y e

(1) The treatment of sections 19.82 (I)MMHXWMA%IQ.ZB (2)

ooV v (1) cd)v
(@ 1., 2., 3. and 6.aﬁp} (4) and 2202-@ L) (0f the statutes first applies to private
schools and pupils participating in the Milwaukee parental choice program in the
2000-01 school year.

(END)
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1999 BILL

AN ACT to amend 19.82 (1), 119,287(2) (a) 1., 2. and 3. and 119.23 (4); and to

create 119.23 (2) (a) 6., 11923 (7) (d) and 119.23 (10) of the statutes; relating

to: the Milwaukee parental choice program and making an appropriation.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill makes a number of changes to the statutes governing the Milwaukee
parental choice program (MPCP), which allows certain pupils to attend participating
private schools in Milwaukee at state expense. The changes include the following:

1. Currently, the pupil must be a member of a family with a total family income
of no more than 1.75 times the federal poverty level in order to participate in the
MPCP. This bill raises that limit to 2.2 times the federal poverty level.

2. Currently, in order to participate in the MPCP, in the previous school year
the pupil had to be enrolled in the Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS); attending a
private school under the MPCP; enrolled in grades kindergarten to three in a private
school located in Milwaukee other than under the MPCP; or not enrolled in school.
This bill allows all pupils who, in the previous school year, were enrolled in MPS or
who were attending a private school located in Milwaukee to participate.

3. Currently, a private school must notify the department of public instruction
(DPI) of its intent to participate in the MPCP by May 1 of the previous school year.
This bill changes the date to February 1.

i duires that, in order to partici

in the MPCP, a private, school
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ubi:rctns/t@‘f W board of dlreWWL .
gs law. i

" 4{%. State payment for a pupil attendmg a prlvate school under the MPCP is an
amount equal to the per pupil aid amount received by MPS or an amount equal to
the private school’s operating and debt service cost per pupil, whichever is less. DPI
sends the check, which is made out to the pupil’s parent or guardian, to the private
school. The parent or guardian must endorse the check for the use of the private
school.

This bill retains this payment procedure for pupils attending sectarian private
schools. For pupils attending nonsectarian, prlvate schools, the bill provides for the

payment to be made d1rect1y to the school l

hbh-aRa-tentrgrade
-

pu 'rl-assessments and the th1rd grade readmg test to all pupils-enrolled in the
appropriate grades ifi tirersehoal district, including-pupilSenrolled in charter schools
located in the school district his-bril Tequires-each private school participating in
the MPCP aderimister these examinatipns to pupils who-are_enrolled in the
appiG te rades in the priva hool and are participating in the MPCR~

5°¥. Thisbill directs DPI, in cooperation with the pupil assignment council (which
consists of one representative from each prqvate school participating in the MPCP),
to establish a public information campaign to inform the parents of all pupils who
are eligible to participate in the MPCP, and the eligible pupils, about the MPCP.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be

printed as an appendix to this bill.

]
!

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

[

SEcTION 1. 19.82 (1) of the statutes 1% amended to read:

82 (1) “Governmental body” dleans a state or local/age{cy, board,

commissiohmmittee, council, department or public body corporate and politic

created by constitutia 6 or order; a governmental or

, Statute, ordinance,

excludes any

™~

|
i} -
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SECTI ON. % 119.23 (2) (a) I., 2. and 3. of the statutes are amended to read:

119.23 (2) (a) 1. The pupil is a member of a family that has a total family income
that does not exceed an amount equal to 36 2.2 times the poverty level determined
in accordance with criteria established by the director of the federal office of
management and budget.

2. In the previous school year the pupil was enrolled in the school district
operating under this chapter, was attending a private school under-this-section;, was
located in the city etherthan

under-this-seetion or was not enrolled in school.

3. The private school notified the state superintendent of its intent to
participate in the program under this section by May February 1 of the previous
school year. The notice shall specify the number of pupils participating in the
program under this section for which the school has space.

e

SECTION 3. 119.

.

) (a) 6. of the statutes is created to.read:

(a) 6. The private school ha ormal governance str/ug:tzuf‘é

s that specify the sele/ctiouzpﬁ)gs/for an

Section 4. 119.23 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

ing a board of directors, and b

he terms of board members(,

119.23 (4) Upon receipt from the pupil’s parent or guardian of proof of the

pupil’s enrollment in the private school, the state superintendent shall pay ta the

private school if the private school is nonsectarian, or to the parent or guardian if the

private school is sectarian, from the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (fu), an amount

equal to the total amount to which the school district is entitled under s. 121.08
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divided by the school district membership, or an amount equal to the private school’s .
|

operating and debt service cost per pupil that is related to educational programming,

as determined by the department, whichever is less. The state superintendent shall

|
pay 25% of the total amount in September, 25% in November, 25% in February and

25% in May. The department shall send thL: check to the private school. The lf the

|
, ] : .
rent or rdi he parent or guardian shall restrictively

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

endorse the check for the use of the privatéf school.

|
/7~ SECTION 5. 119.23 (7) (d) of the statut

rd

l

state superintendent under s. 118.30 (1) (a,l:) or the
< - !

. i
developed or adopted by the board under §

is created to read:

119.23 (7) (d) Each private schtol r>}artic;ipating in the program under t

o

SECTION 6. 119.23 (10) of the statutes is created to read:

119.23 (10) The department, in cooperation with the pupil assignment council

under sub. (8), shall establish a public information campaign to inform the parents

of all pupils who are eligible to attend a ﬁrivate school under this section, and the

eligible pupils, about the program under ﬁhis section.
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SECTION 7. Appropriation changes; public instruction.

(1) MiILWAUKEE PARENTAL CHolce PrRoGraM. In the schedule under section
20.005 (3) of the statutes for the appropriation to the department of public
instruction under section 20.255 (1) (a) of the statutes, as affected by the acts of 1999,
the dollar amount is increased by $30,000 for fiscal year 1999-00 for the public
information campaign under section 119.23 (10) of the statutes, as created by this

act.

SECTION 8. Initihl applicability. L /’é@ s

(1) The treatment of sectionf}91BpA0AAd 119.23 (2) (a) I, 2.‘&?{ zﬁ%&)‘éﬂ
£dNof the statutes first applies to private schools and pupils participating in the
Milwaukee parental choice program in the 2000-01 school year.

(END)
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