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 April 9, 1999 – Introduced by Representatives LA FAVE, MUSSER, SINICKI, F. LASEE,
NASS and MONTGOMERY, cosponsored by Senators PLACHE, HUELSMAN, DARLING
and ROSENZWEIG, by request of Wisconsin Troopers Association. Referred to
Committee on Highway Safety.

AN ACT to amend 346.02 (6); and to create 346.05 (1g) of the statutes; relating

to: impeding the flow of traffic by continuously operating a motor vehicle in the

left–most lane of a controlled–access highway.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Current law generally requires that all vehicles be driven in the right half of

the roadway and in the right–hand lane of a three–lane highway, except when
making an approach for a left turn, when overtaking and passing or when
circumstances permit or require driving on the left half of the roadway.  Current law
also requires, with exceptions, that any vehicle traveling at less than the speed of
surrounding traffic be driven in the right–hand lane then available for traffic, or as
close as practicable to the right–hand edge or curb of the roadway.

This bill prohibits a person from impeding the flow of traffic by continuously
operating a motor vehicle in the left–most lane of a controlled–access highway. A
person who violates this prohibition may be required to forfeit not less than $30 nor
more than $300, the same penalty that applies to violations of the requirement of
traveling in the right–hand lane of the roadway.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  346.02 (6) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 1 ASSEMBLY BILL 274

346.02 (6)  APPLICABILITY TO PERSONS WORKING ON HIGHWAYS.  This chapter

applies to persons, teams, motor vehicles and road machinery while traveling to or

from highway construction or maintenance work but the provisions of ss. 346.05 (1g)

and (3), 346.06 to 346.17, 346.28, 346.29 (2), 346.31 to 346.36, 346.52 to 346.56 and

346.59 do not apply to persons, teams, motor vehicles or road machinery when

actually engaged in maintenance or construction work upon a highway.

SECTION 2.  346.05 (1g) of the statutes is created to read:

346.05 (1g)  No person may impede the flow of traffic by continuously operating

a motor vehicle in the left–most lane of a controlled–access highway.

SECTION 3.0Initial applicability.

(1)  This act first applies to the operation of motor vehicles on the effective date

of this subsection.

(END)
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