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Subject

Inquests into deaths caused by law enforcement officers

Fiscal Effect
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Affected Ch. 20 Appropriations
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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill would increase the workload of district attorneys’ office by mandating that a district attorney must call an
inquest whenever he or she becomes aware of a death as a result of an act of a law enforcement officer. In
Milwaukee, it is anticipated that this would resuit in an increase in inquests of up to six per year. Data on death by
action of law enforcement and subsequent inquests is not available. Outside of Milwaukee, the number of new
inquests is assumed to be randomly distributed among the 70 other DA offices. The frequency of cases when an
inquest would not have resulted but now would is unknown, but assumed to be a very small positive number.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

In a small county this may have a significant impact. However, the actual occurrence of such a situation is very rare,
so permanent staff would not be needed. In Milwaukee this may ultimately lead to the need for additional

prosecutorial staff.
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