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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate
Present law allows first time OWI offenders who are scheduled to
appear in municipal court to request a jury trial.
then transferred to circuit court for disposition.

violations in municipal court are not allowed to make

a jury trial request or appeal to the circuit court until after
the municipal court handles the violation.

"allow first time OWI offenders to make a jury trial prior to the

municipal court handling this case.

The case is
All other

This bill would not

In 1998, approximately 13,600 OWI cases were handled by
municipal courts of which nearly 400 requested a jury trial and
were transferred to circuit court.
this 400 actually resulted in a jury trial in circuit court.
Under this bill it is possible that the number of jury requests
would decrease if the municipal court first handles the case and
the defendant does not subsequently appeal the case to the

circuit court and ask for a jury trial.
court and juror time are impossible to predict with the data
The additional workload for the municipal courts is

not expected to be significant.

It is not know how many of

The savings in circuit

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
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