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DuWayne Johnsrud

State Representative

Problem:
The bag limit on bluegill, pumpkinseed (sunfish), and crappie is 25 on all Wisconsin waters except
Wisconsin/lowa boundary waters. Having a bag limit that is so drastically different and for such a
small area places undo stress on the fishery on WI/IO boundary waters,

Solution:

Draft a bill that requires bag limits for bluegiil, pumkinseed (sunfish), and crappie to be the same
as the bag limit for those species on inland waters.
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AN ACT ..; relating to: bag limits for bluegill, sunfish and crappie.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the department of natural resources (DNR) may establish
bag limits for different types of fish, and the bag limits may vary throughout the
state. Under this bill, any bag limit for bluegill, sunfish or crappie, or a combined
bag limit that includes one or more of these types of fish, must be the same
throughout the state.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 29.014 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
29.014 (1) The department shall establish and maintain open and closed

seasons for fish and game and. The department‘ghall also establish and maintain

v
any bag limits, subject to sub. glml\/, size limits, rest days and other conditions

governing the taking of fish and game that will conserve the fish and game supply
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© oo 1999 — 2000 Legislature -2- LRB-1776/?

SECTION 1

1 and ensure the citizens of this state continued opportunities for good fishing, hunting

and trapping.
History: 1997 a. 248 ss. 77 to 79, 383, 397, 399.
SECTION 2. 29.014 (1m) of the statutes is created to read:
cheth A v
29.014 (1Im) Any"bag limit for bluegill, sunfish or crappie established by the

v
department under sub. (1) shall be the same throughout the state. Any combined bag

limit established by the department under sub. (1) that includes one or more of these

types of ﬁsh,/tﬂe,c@n.bfl‘eﬂba’ém shall be the same throughout the state.

SEcTION 3. Effective date.

© m@m ot = W [N}

(1) This act takes effect on the first day of the 10t month beginning after
10 publication.

11 (END)
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March 8, 1999

I created a delayed effective date to allow DNR to change their rules to comply with
this new provision.

Mary Gibson—Glass
Senior Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 267-3215






SUBMITTAL LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU
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FORM Legal Section Telephone: 266-3561
Sth Floor, 100 N. Hamilton Street

The attached draft is submitted for your inspection. Please check each part carefully, proofread each word, and
sign on the appropriate line(s) below.

Date: 3/8/99 To: Representative Johnsrud

Relating to LRB drafting number: LRB-1776

Topic
Bag limits for certain fish

Subject(s)

Nat. Res. - fish and game

1. JACKET the draft for introduction

in the Senate or the Assembly (check only one). Only the requester under whose name the

drafting request is entered in the LRB’s drafting records may authorize the draft to be submitted. Please

allow one day for the preparation of the required copies.

2. REDRAFT. See the changes indicated or attached LS S eg{t ?gn—nw M

A revised draft will be submitted for your approval with changes incorporated.

3. Obtain FISCAL ESTIMATE NOW, prior to introduction

If the analysis indicates that a fiscal estimate is required because the proposal makes an appropriation or
increases or decreases existing appropriations or state or general local government fiscal liability or
revenues, you have the option to request the fiscal estimate prior to introduction. If you choose to
introduce the proposal without the fiscal estimate, the fiscal estimate will be requested automatically upon
introduction. It takes about 10 days to obtain a fiscal estimate. Requesting the fiscal estimate prior to
introduction retains your flexibility for possible redrafting of the proposal.

If you have any questions regarding the above procedures, please call 266-3561. If you have any questions

relating to the attached draft, please feel free to call me.

Mary Gibson-Glass, Senior Legislative Attorney
Telephone: (608) 267-3215



State Representative
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On occasion, the DNR will set a bag limit for panfish on individual waters that is

different than on most other waters. DuWayne does not want to prohibit that from
being done for biological or social/fishery related reasons. In the case that we are

concerned about, DNR is just not paying attention to IO/WI boundary waters, there
are no social or biological reasons for the lack of a bag limit in this area.

I think it would be best to say specifically that panfish bag limits on IO/WI
boundary waters must be the same as the normal statewide bag limit for panfish.
That way, we wouldn’t prohibit those local cases where DNR decides to set a
different bag limit for a fisheries related purpose.

Office: Post Office Box 8952 « Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8952 * (608) 266-3534 * Toll-Free: (888) 534-0096
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Analysis by the Legislative Reference
Under current law, the department of natural resoufces (DNR) may establish
bag}limits for different types of fish, and thebag-bmitsimay vary throughout the
state. Ufiderthis bill;any-baglimitferblregill;-sunfish-or-crappie, or a combjned-
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For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

3 SECTION 1. 29.014 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
4 29.014 (1) The department shall establish and maintain open and closed
5 seasons for fish and game and, The department shall also lish and main

, possunenw umito g .
6 any bag limits, subject to sub. (1m), [\size limits, rest days and other conditions
7

governing the taking of fish and game that will conserve the fish and game supply

(Z

&



W 00 3 O Ot W W N =

10
11

1999 — 2000 Legislature -2- LRB-1776/1
MGG:jlg:ijs
BILL SECTION 1
and ensure the citizens of this state continued opportunities for good fishing, hunting

and trapping.

SECTION 2. 29.014 (1m) of the statutes is created to read:

types of fish shall be the same throughout the state.

SEcTION 3. Effective date.

(1) This act takes effect on the first day of the 10th month beginning after
publication.

(END)
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icated,-amend the-bill-as-fo1Tows:

ine4: delete the material on lines X to-Zand-substitute:
I (b) ML)
)

v
®29.0l4 (Im /(\The department may not é}&& abag limit or possesswn limit for panfish

in the boundary waters between this state and Iowa that differs from e statew1de bag limit
Istobptunhadt qov the cleg

and possession limit for panfisliunless the department makes written findings, supported by

substantial evidence, to justify the different limit§. gl o O (.)w&rlMe'k) “hat o
c steip s
(§) If the department has in effect a rule th; tm&/(a bag limit or possession limit for

panfish in the boundary waters between this state/ and Iowa that is subject to the requirement
b 4 LAPULD

of written findings under par. (R), /\m rul m}\on March 1 of any year unless the

department, between January 1 and March 1 of that year, reviews the written findings and

determines that the written findings continue to be supported by substantial evidcnce.®

o
(end \os 2-3)
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-1776/2dn
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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

March 31, 1999

1. Idefined “panfish” because I do not think the term, without definition, is precise
enough. I expect that you will want to make changes to the definition, but I think one
is necessary.

2. Do you want to limit the types of evidence, such as biological or environment
evidence, that DNR may use?

Mary Gibson—Glass
Senior Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 267-3215
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AN ACT to amend 29.014 (1); and fo create 29.014 (1m) of the statutes; relating

to: bag and possession limits for panfish in the boundary waters between Iowa

and this state.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the department of natural resources (DNR) may establish
bag and possession limits for different types of fish, and these limits may vary
throughout the state. Under this bill, DNR may not set a bag or possession limit for
panfish for the boundary waters between Iowa and this state that is different from
a statewide limit unless DNR makes written findings to justify the difference.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 29.014 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
29.014 (1) The department shall establish and maintain open and closed

seasons for fish and game and, The department shall also establish and maintain
any bag limits, subject to sub. (1m), possession limits, size limits, rest days and other
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conditions governing the taking of fish and game that will conserve the fish and game

supply and ensure the citizens of this state continued opportunities for good fishing, .

hunting and trapping.

SECTION 2. 29.014 (1m) of the statutes j

created to read;

\ 29.014 (1m) (a) In this s’ubsectlon, panﬁsh” : «u‘

[o%‘a ha a,upcuhw ’ o

(b) The department may not establish a bag limit or possession limit for panfish

in the boundary waters between this state and Iowa that differs from a statewide bag

limit and possession limit for panfish established for the department unless the

department makes written findings, supported by substantial evidence, tojustify the
different limit.

(¢) If the department has in effect a rule that establishes a bag limit or
possession limit for panfish in the boundary waters between this state and Iowa that
is subject to the requirement of written findings under par. (b), the rule shall contain
a provision that it expires on March 1 of any year unless the department, between

January 1 and March 1 of that year, reviews the written findings and determines

that the written findings continue to be supported by substantial evidence.

SECTION 3. Effective date.
(1) This act takes effect on the first day of the 10th month beginning after
publication.

(END)
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The attached draft is submitted for your inspection. Please check each part carefully, proofread each word, and
sign on the appropriate line(s) below.

Date: 4/6/99 To: Representative Johnsrud
Relating to LRB drafting number: LRB-1776

Topic
Bag limits for certain fish

Subject(s)
Nat. Res. - fish and game

1. JACKET the draft for introduction

in the Senate or the Assembly K{eheck only one). Only the requester under whose name the

drafting request is entered in the LRB’s drafting records may authorize the draft to be submitted. Please
allow one day for the preparation of the required copies.

2. REDRAFT. See the changes indicated or attached

A revised draft will be submitted for your approval with changes incorporated.

3. Obtain FISCAL ESTIMATE NOW, prior to introduction

If the analysis indicates that a fiscal estimate is required because the proposal makes an appropriation or
increases or decreases existing appropriations or state or general local government fiscal liability or
revenues, you have the option to request the fiscal estimate prior to introduction. If you choose to
introduce the proposal without the fiscal estimate, the fiscal estimate will be requested automatically upon
introduction. It takes about 10 days to obtain a fiscal estimate. Requesting the fiscal estimate prior to
introduction retains your flexibility for possible redrafting of the proposal.

If you have any questions regarding the above procedures, please call 266-3561. If you have any questions

relating to the attached draft, please feel free to call me.

Mary Gibson-Glass, Senior Legislative Attorney
Telephone: (608) 267-3215






