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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

1997 Wisconsin Act 283 (truth in sentencing act) changed felony penalties and created a new structure for
sentences for felony offenses. This act also created a criminal penalties study committee, which was
directed to study various issues related to the implementation of the act, make recommendations based on
its study and submit a report concerning its study and recommendations. The report was required to include
any proposed legislation that was necessary to implement the recommendations made by the committee in
its report. This bill is the proposed legislation necessary to implement the recommendations made by the

committee.

Under 1997 Wisconsin Act 283, if a court chooses to sentence a felony offender to a term of imprisonment in
state prison for a felony committed on or after December 31, 1999, the court must do so by imposing a
bifurcated sentence that includes a term of confinement in prison followed by a term of community
supervision called extended supervision. AB 465 expands the number of felony classes from six to nine and
creates new maximum terms of imprisonment and new maximum fines. The bill also places felony offenses
that are classified under current law into new felony classes and establishes a maximum amount of extended
supervision that a court can impose for classified felonies.

Current law requires a court to impose a minimum sentence of imprisonment in certain cases. In other cases
current law specifies a minimum sentence of imprisonment but allows a court, in the exercise of its
discretion, to impose a lesser sentence of imprisonment or no imprisonment at all. AB 465 eliminates both
mandatory and presumptive minimum prison sentences for felony offenses except for Class A felonies and
other limited circumstances. Because the length of sentences in most cases will be based on judicial
discretion, it is not possible to predict whether new sentences will be more or less lengthy than under current
law. Therefore, it is also not possible to predict the impact of AB 465 on Department of Corrections’ costs.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
Indeterminable.
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