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State of Wisconsin

1999 - 2000 LEGISLATURE LRB-3162/1
PIKjlg;f

1999 ASSEMBLY BILL 524

October 12, 1999 - Introduced by Representatives STASKUNAS, LADWIG, BLACK,
MUSSER, SYKORA, KREUSER, GOETSCH, PLOUFF, NASS, PLALE, COLON, WASSERMAN
and MILLER, cosponsored by Senators DARLING and BAUMGART. Referred to
Committee on Family Law.

AN ACT to renumber and amend 767.115 (2); to amend 767.07 (1), 767.115 (1)

(a) and 767.115 (1m); and o create 767.115 (1) (am) and 767.115 (2) (b) of the
statutes; relating to: requiring parties to a divorce or legal separation to

attend parenting classes.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a judge or family court commissioner may order the parties
to an action affecting the family (which includes such actions as divorces, paternity
actions and actions related to child support or legal custody) that involves a minor
child to attend a program on the effects of a dissolution of marriage on children if the
judge or family court commissioner determines that it is appropriate and in the best
interest of the child. A judge or family court commissioner may order one or both
parties to a paternity action to attend a program that provides training in parenting
or coparenting skills if the judge or family court commissioner determines that it is
appropriate and in the best interest of the child. Any program that parties are
ordered to attend must be educational rather than therapeutic and may not exceed
four hours in length. The parties are responsible for the cost of any program
attended. The judge or family court commissioner may condition the granting of a
final judgment or order in the action on attendance at the program.

This bill provides that, if the action affecting the family is a divorce or legal
separation and a minor child is involved, the court or family court commissioner
must order the parties to attend a program that includes instruction on the effects
of divorce on a child and on how working together is in the best interest of the child.
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The bill includes exceptions: the court or family court commissioner is not required
to order the parties to attend a program if the court or family court commissioner
finds that attendance would cause undue hardship or finds, because of evidence of
child or spousal abuse or a significant problem with alcohol or other drug abuse, that
attendance would endanger the health or safety of one of the parties. Any program
that the parties are ordered to attend must be at least two hours long. The court or
family court commissioner is required to condition the granting of the divorce or legal
separation on attendance at the program, unless the parties were not ordered to
attend because of the exception for undue hardship or endangerment of the health
or safety of one of the parties.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 767.07 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

767.07 (1) The requirements of this chapter as to residence and mazrriage
assessment-eounseling the educational program unders. 767.115 (1) (am) have been
complied with;

SECTION 2. 767.115 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

767.115 (1) (a) At Except as provided in par. (am), at any time during the
pendency of an action affecting the family in which a minor child is involved and in
which the court or family court commissioner determines that it is appropriate and
in the best interest of the child, the court or family court commissioner, on its own
motion, may order the parties to attend a program specified by the court or family
court commissioner concerning the effects on a child of a dissolution of the marriage.

SECTION 3. 767.115 (1) (am) of the statutes is created to read:

767.115 (1) (am) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2., in a divorce or legal
separation in which a minor child is involved, the court or family court commissioner
shall order the parties to attend a program specified by the court or family court
commissioner that includes instruction on the effects on a child of divorce and on how

working together is in the best interest of the child.
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2. In the discretion of the court or family court commissioner, the parties shall
not be required to attend a program under subd. 1. if the court or family court
commissioner finds that attending such a program would cause undue hardship or
endanger the health or safety of one of the parties. In making a determination of
whether attending a program under subd. 1. would endanger the health or safety of
one of the parties, the court or family court commissioner shall consider the
following:

a. Evidence that a party engaged in abuse, as defined in s. 813.122 (1) (a), of
the child, as defined in s. 48.02 (2).

b. Evidence of interspousal battery, as described unders. 940.19 or 940.20 (1m),
or domestic abuse, as defined in s. 813.12 (1) (a).

c. Evidence that either party has a significant problem with alcohol or other
drug abuse.

d. Any other evidence indicating that a party’s health or safety will be
endangered by attending a program.

SECTION 4. 767.115 (1m) of the statutes is amended to read:

767.115 (Im) A program under sub. (1) shall be educational rather than
therapeutic in nature and may not exceed a total of 4 hours in length, but a program
under sub. (1) (am) shall be at least 2 hours long. The parties shall be responsible
for the cost, if any, of attendance at the program. The court or family court
commissioner may specifically assign responsibility for payment of any cost. No facts
or information obtained in the course of the program, and no report resulting from
the program, is admissible in any action or proceeding.

SECTION 5. 767.115 (2) of the statutes is renumbered 767.115 (2) (a) and

amended to read:
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767.115 (2) (a) Notwithstanding 76707 Except as provided in par. (b), the

court or family court commissioner may require the parties to attend a program
under sub. (1) as a condition to the granting of a final judgment or order in the action
affecting the family that is pending before the court or family court commissioner.

SECTION 6. 767.115 (2) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

767.115 (2) (b) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2., the court or family court
commissioner shall require the parties to a divorce or legal separation in which a
minor child is involved to attend a program under sub. (1) (am) 1. as a condition to
the granting of the judgment of divorce or legal separation.

2. If the parties to a divorce or legal separation were not ordered to attend a
program under sub. (1) (am) 1. because the court or family court commissioner found
under sub. (1) (am) 2. that attending would cause undue hardship or endanger the
health or safety of one of the parties, the court or family court commissioner may not
condition the granting of the judgment of divorce or legal separation on attending a
program.

SECTION 7. Initial applicability.

(1) REQUIREMENT TO ATTEND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM. This act first applies to
divorce or legal separation actions commenced on the effective date of this
subsection.

(END)
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physical placement. If the parties return to mediation, the
county shall collect any applicable fee under s. 814.615.

SECTION 3054ce. 767.115 (title) of the statutes is
amended to read:

767.115 (title) Educational pregram-inaction pro-
grams and classes in actions affecting the family.

SECTION 3054c¢f. 767.115 (4) of the statutes is created
to read:

767.115 (4) (a) At any time during the pendency of
a divorce or patemity action, the court or family court
commissioner may order the parties to attend a class that
is approved by the court or family court commissioner
and that addresses suchissues as child development, fam-
ily dynamics, how parental separation affects a child’s
development and what parents can do to make raising a
child in a separated situation less stressful for the child.

(b) The court or family court commissioner may not
require the parties to attend a class under this subsection
as a condition to the granting of the final judgment or
order in the divorce or paternity action, however, the
court or family court commissioner may refuse to hear a
custody or physical placement motion of a party who
refuses to attend a class ordered under this subsection.

(c) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2., the parties shall
be responsible for any cost of attending the class.

2. If the court or family court commissioner finds that
a party is indigent, any costs that would be the responsi-
bility of that party shall be paid by the county.

SECTION 3054cg. 767.23 (1) (a) of the statutes is
amended to read:

767.23 (1) (a) Ypeh Su
request of one party, granting legal custody of the minor
children to the parties jointly, to one party solely or to a
relative or agency specified under s. 767.24 (3)—The, in
a manner consistent with s. 767.24, except that the court
or family court commissioner may order joint sole legal
custody without the agreement of the other party and
without the findings required under s. 767.24 (2) (b) 2.
This order may not have a binding effect on a final cus-
tody determination.

SECTION 3054ch.
amended to read:

767.23 (1) (am) Upsa Subjecti6 5. 767.477;
request of a party, granting periods of physical placement
to a party in a manner consistent with s. 767.24. The court
or family court commissioner shall make a determination
under this paragraph within 30 days after the request for
a temporary order regarding periods of physical place-
ment is filed.

SECTION 3054ci.
amended to read:

767.23 (1) (c) Requiring Subject to s. 767.477,
requiring either party or both parties to make payments
for the support of minor children, which payment
amounts may be expressed as a percentage of parental
income or as a fixed sum, or as a combination of both in

767.23 (1) (am) of the statutes is

767.23 (1) (c) of the statutes is

-628 -

1999 Assembly Bill 133

the alternative by requiring payment of the greater or
lesser of either a percentage of parental income or a fixed
sum.

SeEcTION 3054¢j. 767.23 (1) (k) of the statutes is
amended to read:

767.23 (1) (k) Requiring Subject to s. 767.477,
requiring either party or both parties to maintain minor
children as beneficiaries on a health insurance policy or
plan.

SECTION 3054ck. 767.23 (In) of the statutes is
amended to read:

767.23 (1n) Before making any temporary order
under sub. (1), the court or family court commissioner
shall consider those factors which that the court is
required by this chapter to consider before entering a
final judgment on the same subject matter. In making a
determination under sub. (1) (a) or (am), the court or fam-
ily court commissioner shall consider the factors under s.
767.24 (5). If the court or family court commissioner
makes a temporary child support order that deviates from
the amount of support that would be required by using the
percentage standard established by the department under
s.49.22 (9), the court or family court commissioner shall
comply with the requirements of s. 767.25 (In). A tem-
porary order under sub. (1) may be based upon the written
stipulation of the parties, subject to the approval of the
court or the family court commissioner. Temporary
orders made by the family court commissioner may be
reviewed by the court as provided in s. 767.13 (6).

SECTION 3054cL. 767.24 (1) of the statutes is
amended to read:

767.24 (1) GENERAL PROVISIONS. Inrendering a judg-
ment of annulment, divorce o, legal separation or pater-
nity, or in rendering a judgment in an action under s.
767.02 (1) (e) or 767.62 (3}, the court shall make such
provisions as it deems just and reasonable concemning the
legal custody and physical placement of any minor child
of the parties, as provided in this section.

SECTION 3054cm. - 767.24 (1m) of the statutes is
created to read:

767.24 (1m) PARENTING PLAN. In an action for annul-
ment, divorce or legal separation, an action to determine
paternity or an action unders. 767.02 (1) (e) or 767.62 (3)
in which legal custody or physical placement is con-
tested, a party seeking sole or joint legal custody or peri-
ods of physical placement shall file a parenting plan with
the court before any pretrial conference. Except for cause
shown, a party required to file a parenting plan under this
subsection who does not timely file a parenting plan
waives the right to object to the other party’s parenting
plan. A parenting plan shall provide information about
the following questions:

(a) What legal custody or physical placement the par-
ent is seeking.

(b) Where the parent lives currently and where the
parent intends to live during the next 2 years. If there is
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AN AcT. ﬁ\; relating to: requiring parties to a divorce or legal separation to attend

parenting classes.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 767.07 (i)/of the statutes is amended to read:

767.07 (1) The requirements of this chapter as to residence and marriage
assessment-counseling the educational program under s. 767.115 (1) S::u/n! have been
complied with;

SECTION 2. 767.115 (title) of the statutes, as affected by 1999 Wisconsin Act 9,
is amended to read:

767.115 (title) Educational programs and-classes in actions affecting

the family.

History: 1993 a. 225; 1997 a. 45; 1999 a. 9.

i1
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SECTION 3

SECTION 3. 767.115 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

767.115 (1) (a) At Except as provided in par. (am), at any time during the
pendency of an action affecting the family in which a minor child is involved and in
which the court or family court commissioner determines that it is appropriate and
in the best interest of the child, the court or family court commissioner, on its own
motion, may order the parties to attend a program specified by the court or family
court commissioner concerning the effects on a child of a dissolution of the marriage.

SECTION 4. 767.115 (1) (am) of the statutes is created to read:

767.115 (1) (am) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2., in a divorce or legal
separation in which a minor child is involved, f‘,he court or family court commissioner
shall order the parties to attend a program specified by the court or family court
commissioner that includes instruction on such issues as child development; family
dynamics; the effects on a child of divorce, including how parental separation affects
a child’s development; how working together is in the best interest of the child; and
what parents can do to make raising a child in a separated situation less stressful
for the child.

2. In the discretion of the court or family court commissioner, the parties shall
not be required to attend a program under subd. 1. if the court or family court
commissioner finds that attending such a program would cause undue hardship or
endanger the health or safety of one of the parties. In making a determination of
whether attending a program under subd. 1. would endanger the health or safety of
one of the partieé, the court or family court commissioner shall consider the
following: ‘ /

a. Evidence that a party en\g}aged in abuse, as defined in s. 813.122 (1) (a), of

vV
the child, as defined in s. 48.02 (2).
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b. Evidence of interspousal battery, as described under s. 940.19 or 940.20 (1m),
or domestic abuse, as defined in s. 813.12 (1) (a‘{.

c. Evidence that either party has a significant problem with alcohol or other
drug abuse.

d. Any other evidence indicating that a party’s health or safety will be
endangered by attending a program.

SECTION 5. 767.115 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

767.115 (1) (b) At any time during the pendency of an action to determine the
paternity of a child, or an action affecting the family for which the underlying action
was an action to determine the paternity of a child, if the court or family court
commissioner determines that it is appropriate and in the best interest of the child,
the court or family court commissioner, on its own motion, may order either or both

of the parties to attend a program specified by the court or family court commissioner

providing that provides training in parenting or coparenting skills, or both, and that

includes instruction on such issues as child development: family dvnamics; how

arental separation affects a child’s development: how working togetherisin the best

nterest of the child; and what parents can do to make raising a child in a separated

situation less stressful for the child. h * .

History: 1993 a. 225; 1997 a. 45; 1999 a. 9.

+xNOTE: I included all relevant issues tHat were included ‘91 8. 767.115 (1) (am)
1. so that the absence of any would not be i that that issue should not be

—/\—> taught in the program under this paragraph. ov

19
20
)21
22
23

SECTION 6. 767.115 (1m) of the statutes is renumbered 767.115 (1m) (a) and

amended to read:

v

767.115 (1m) (a) A program under sub. (1) shall be educational rather than
v

therapeutic in nature and may not exceed a total of 4 hours in length—The, but a

v’
rogram under sub. (1) (am) shall be at least 2 hours long. Except as provided in par.
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SECTION 6

(b), the parties shall be responsible for the cost, if any, of attendance at the program.
The court or family court commissioner may specifically assign responsibility for
payment of any cost, subject to par. (b). No facts or information obtained in the course
of the program, and no report resulting from the program, is admissible in any action

or proceeding.

History: 1993 a. 225; 1997 a. 45;1999a. 9.

SECTION 7. 767.115 (1m) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

767.115 (1m) (b) If the court or family court commissioner finds that a party
is indigent, any costs that would be the responsibility of that party shall be paid by
the county.

SECTION 8. 767.115 (2) of the statutes is renumbered 767.115 (2) (a) and
amended to read:

767.115 (2) (a) Netwithstandings-—767-07 Except as provided in par. (b), the
court or family court commissioner may require the parties to attend a program
under sub. (1) as a condition to the granting of a final judgment or order in the action
affecting the family that is pending before the court or family court commissioner.

SECTION 9. 767.115 (2) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

767.115 (2) (b) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2., the court or family court
commissioner shall require the parties to a divorce or legal separation in which a
rﬂinor child is involved to attend a program under sub. (1) (am) 1. as a condition to
the granting of the judgment of divorce or legal separation.

2. If the parties tov a divorce or legal separation were not ordered to attend a
program under sub. (1) (am) 1. because the court or family court commissioner found
under sub. (1) (am) 2. that attending would cause undue hardship or endanger the

health or safety of one of the parties, the court or family court commissioner may not
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condition the granting of the judgment of divorce or legal separation on attending a
program.

SEcTION 10. 767.115 (2) (c) of the statutes is created to read:

767.115 (2) (¢) The court or family court commissioner may refuse to hear a
custody or physical placement motion of a party who refuses to attend a program

ordered under sub, (1). AL

SECTION 11. (4) of the statutes, as created by 1999 Wisconsin Act 9, is

repealed.

subsection.
SECTION 13. Effective dates. This act takes effect on the day after publication,
except as follows: ‘/UTHQ) ov.\/\A
(1) The treatment of section 767.115 (4)lé‘the statutes takes effect on May 1,
2000, or on the day after publication, whichever is later.

(END)
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AN ACT to repeal 767.115 (4);/to/renumber and amend 767.115 (1m) and
767.115 (2); to amend 767.07/(1), 767.115 (title), 767.115(1) (a) and767.115 (1)
(b); and to create 767.71) (am), 767.115 (1m) (b), 767.115 (2) (b) and 767.115
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@ (2) (c) of the statutes;/relating to: requiringv parties to el dveEd®
@ ,

thené(f)arenting graggﬁ’*) PAW

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do

Abé enact as follows: Q&
6 SEcCTION 1. 767.07 (1) of the statutes is amended to read: C’%
%_* A 767.07 (1) The requirements of this chapter as to residen\c;e and ;gapmge &g’ '
mth‘ ucational pro unders. 1151 have been E
9 complied with;
10 SECTION 2. 767.115 (title) of the statutes, as affected by 1999 Wisconsin Act 9, -

‘ 11 is amended to read:
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Al |
@ 767.115 (title) Educational pmpam&md—de;% in actions affecting

2 the family.

SEcTION 3. 767.115 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

767.115 (1) (a) At Exc S provi in par. (am), at any time during the

pendency of an action affecting the family in which a minor child is invpl¥ed and in

which the court or family court commissioner determines that it i§ appropriate and

in the interest of the child, the court or family courf{.commissioner, on its own

motion, may order~twties to attend a progr pecified by the court or family

court commissioner conceriring the effects on.4'child of a dissolution of the marriage.

10 SECTION 4. 767.115 (1) (am) & statutes is created to read:
! 11 767.115 (1) (am) 1. Except/as;)%i ed in subd. 2., in a divorce or legal
12 separation in which a minef child is involvedjibco-m or family court commissioner
© \ 13 shall order the partiés to attend a program specified by the court or family court
Tl 14 commissionerthat includes instruction on such issues as child development; family
N % 15 dynamics; the effects on a child of divorce, including how parental separation affects
| 16 a chld’s development; how working together is in the best interest of the child; and
K what parents can do to make raising a child in a separated situation less stressful

for the child. /,—,74;,_ ng S(Q[S\ ( bm)

In the discretion of the court or family court commissioner, the parties shall
por . ()

not be required to attend a program under ﬁ%{he court or family court

I =

21 commissioner finds that attending such a program would cause undue hardship or
22 endanger the health or safety of one of the parties. In making a determination of
@ whether attending a program under Wmumﬁ;nggr\the health or safety of
24 one of the parties, the court or family court commissioner shall consider the

25 following:
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. @ ( } Evidence that a party engaged in abuse, as defined in s. 813.122 (1) (a), of
2 the child, as defined in s. 48.02 (2).

@ > &% Evidence of interspousal battery, as described under s. 940.19 or 940.20 (1m),
4 or domestic abuse, as defined in s. 813.12 (1) (a).

@ 3 3 Evidence that either party has a significant problem with alcohol or other
6 drug abuse.

@ L( . 4‘% Any other evidence indicating that a party’s health or safety will be

endangered by attending a program.

(9//' SECTION 5. 767.115 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
767.115 (1) (b) At any time during the pendency of an action to determine the

11 aternity of a child, or an action affecting the family for which the underlying action

l 12 was an action to determine the paternity of a child, if the court or fy’éf)urt

’ 13 commissioner deterinines that it is appropriate and in the best intepest of the child,
14 the court or family court commissioner, on its own motion, mdy order either or both
15 of the parties to attend a program spevified by the courtor family court commissioner

16 providing that provides trainingin parentinper oparenting skills, or both, and that

17 includes instruction on h_issues asthild devdlopment; family dynamics; ho
18 parental separation affects a child oo pment; how working togetherisin the best

\ 19 interest of the child; and what parents can do to make raising a ¢hild in a separated g
20 stressful for the child.

oTE: Iincluded all relevant issues that were included in s. 767.115 (1) tam)
t the absence of any would not be interpreted as implying that that issue should
t be taught in the program under this paragraph.

21 SECTION 6. 767.115 (1m) of the statutes is renumbered 767.115 (1m) (a) and

. 22 " amended to read:
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767.115 (1m) (a) A program under sub. (1) shall be educational rather than .

[y

therapéutic in nature and may not exceed a total of 4 hours in length—Fhe, b Ut s
program under sub:{1) (am) shall be at least 2 hours long. Except as-pfo .. in par.
(b), the parties shall be respofisible for the cost, if any, of a# éndance at the program.
The court or family court commissiongranay spécifically assign responsibility for

payment of any cost, subject to par. (b). NG facts orinformation obtained in the course

of the program, and no report restilting from the program;isadmissible in any action

or proceeding.

SECTION 7,767.115 (1m) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

ek
(o=

767.x15 (1m) (b) If the court or family court commissioner finds that a party
is indigent, any costs that wduld be the responsibility of that party shall be paid by

thecounty. ~ __——
SECTION 8. 767.115 (2) of the statutes is renumbered 767.115 (2) (a) and .

e
Pt

14 amended to read:

15 767.115 (2) (a) Neotwithstanding s 767.07 Except as provided in par. Sb) the

court or family court commissioner may require the partiesfto attend a program

a) ¢
under sub. (lﬁa condition to the granting of a final judgment or order in the action

18 affecting the family thet-

@@Q

SECTION 9. 767.115 (2) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

the granting of the judgment of divorce or legal separatioi)\‘
Ck)ea If the parties #44 tiixbter pyitgal depatagsat

Cé’v G115
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. @ under sub. (1)@. that attending would cause undue hardship or endanger the

2 health or safety of one of the parties, the court or family court commissioner may not

@ condition the granting of thﬁdgmgent et Orledat on attending a

4 program. ; ’

A 5 SECTION 10. 767.115 (2) (c) of the statutes is created to read: 8
@® 6 767.115 (2) (¢) The court or family court commissioner may refuse to hear a

Llﬂ 7 custody or physical placement motion of a party who refuses to attend a program )

I
@ ordered under sub. (1/).(7 (a}

_M

< ot s

++NOTE: I made this appl)}n_gg\ possible cases under sub. (1). In s,..767:115 (4)
in W@Myﬁvome and\pgpermﬁ" actions.\Let meKniow if you want |
ang

SECTION 11. 767.115 (4) of the statutes, as created by 1999 Wisconsin Act 9, is

10 repealed.

11 SEcTION 12. Initial applicability.

® (-

12 (1) REQUIREMENT TO ATTEND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM. This act first applies to

13 actions commenced on the effective date of this subsection. \
14 SEcTION 13. Effective dates. This act takes effect on the day after publication,

15 except as follows:

16 (1) The treatment of section 767.115 (title) and (4) of the statutes takes effect

17 on May 1, 2000, or on the day after publication, whichever is later.

18 (END)
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SECTION 1. 767.115 (1) (a) of the statutes is renumbered 767.115 (1) (a) (intro.)

and amended to read:

767.115 (1) (a) (intro.) At-anytime-during During the pendency of an action
affecting the family in which a minor child is involved and-in-which the-court-or

of the-child, the court or family court commissioner;-en-its-own-metion,—may shall

order the parties to attend a program specified by the court or family court

c

ommissioner eoncerni

provides instruction on or training in any of the following that the court or family

c

ourt commissioner determines is appropriate in the particular case:

/’I’?N\(y'!i: Section 767.115 (title) is shown as amende + 5-1-00 by S. T Ryior to 5 eads:NOTE:
11 ﬁ67.1 5 (title)Educational prograny in.action\affetting the fardily.

History: 1993 a. 225; 1997 a. 45; 1999 a. 9.

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

SECTION 2. 767.115 (1) (a) 1. of the statutes is created to read:
767.115 (1) (a) 1. The effects on a child of divorce.

SECTION 3. 767.115 (1) (a) 2. of the statutes is created to read:

767.115 (1) (a) 2. Working together in the best interest of the child.

SECTION 4. 767.115 (1) (a) 3. of the statutes is created to read:
767.115 (1) (a) 3. Parenting or coparenting skills‘,/or both.
SECTION 5. 767.115 (1) (b) of the statutes is repealed.
SECTION 6. 767.115 (1) (bm) of the statutes is created to read:

(END OF INSERT 2-18)

SECTION 7. 767.115 (1m) of the statutes is amended to read:
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767.115 (1m) A program under sub. (1) (_;._)/ shall be educational rather than
therapeutic in nature and maynet-exceed-atotalof shall include at least 4 hours in
length of instruction or training. The parties shall be responsible for the cost, if any,
of attendance at the program. The court or family court commissioner may
speciﬁcaily assign responsibility for payment of any cost. No facts or information
obtained in the course of the program, and no report resulting from the program, is

admissible in any action or proceeding.

History: 1993 a. 225; 1997 a. 45; 1999 a. 9.
(END OF INSERT 4-12)

SECTION 8. 767.115 (3) of the statutes is amended to read:
e
767.115 (3) A party who fails to attend a program ordered under sub. (1) (a) or

to pay costs specifically ordered under sub. (1m) may be proceeded against under ch.

785 for contempt of court.

History: 1993 a. 225; 1997 a. 45; 1999 a. 9.
(END OF INSERT 5-8)
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It is possible that a party might refuse to attgd the educational program just so that
a final divorce is not granted. For that reason,you may want to make conditioning the
final judgment generally discretionary, as in current law, or discretionary if the court
or family court commissioner determines that a party is refusing to attend for the
purpose of delaying or preventing the final judgment.

Pamela J. Kahler

Senior Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-2682

E—mail: Pam.Kahler@legis.state.wi.us
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRBs0392/1dn
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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

March 13, 2000

It is possible that a party might refuse to attend the educational program just so that
a final divorce is not granted. For that reason, you may want to make conditioning the
final judgment generally discretionary, as in current law, or discretionary if the court
or family court commissioner determines that a party is refusing to attend for the
purpose of delaying or preventing the final judgment.

Pamela J. Kahler

Senior Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266—2682

E-mail: Pam.Kahler@legis.state.wi.us



