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to: $onmoving traffic violations involving rented or leased

Analysis by the LegisZative  Reference Bureau
Under current law, an authority that issues citations for nonmoving traffic

violations (parking tickets) may notify the department of transportation?DOT)  if a
person fails to pay a parking ticket or appear in court in response to a parking ticket,
and may require DOT to suspend the registration of the offending vehicle, or to refuse
registration of any vehicle owned by the violator, or to do both. The suspension or
refusal ofvehicle registration continues until the person appears in court in response
to the parking ticket or pays the amount of the parking ticket and costs, if any, of
suspending or refusing vehicle registration.

When a parking ticket is issued to a motor vehicle that is rented or leased to
another, the process of resolving the parking ticket is more complex. A person
engaged in the business of renting or leasing vehicles (lessor) generally is responsible
for the parking tickets issued to its vehicles. However, an authority may not provide
notice to DOT to suspend registration or refuse registration if the vehicle involved
in the parking ticket is owned by a lessor; the vehicle was rented or leased to another
when the parking ticket was issued; the lessor timely identifies the renter or lessee
to the authority; and if the renter or lessee, after receiving notice from the authority,
timely pays the forfeiture or appears in court in response to the parking ticket. If the
renter or lessee fails to pay or appear as required, the authority may require DOT
to r$fuse to register any vehicle owned by the renter or lessee, and the lessor must
pay 50% of the forfeiture and costs applicable to the parking ticket. If the lessor fails
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to pay 50% of the forfeiture and costs, the authority may require DOT to suspend the
registration of the vehicle involved in the parking ticket. If the lessor pays 50% of the
forfeiture and costs of a parking ticket, and that ticket is later paid in full by the
renter or lessee, the lessor is refunded the 50% payment.

This bill relieves a lessor from liability for a parking ticket if the lessor identifies
the renter or lessee to the authroity. The bill eliminates the requirement that the
lessor pay any part of a parking ticket issued to the rented or leasedvehicle. As under
current law, the lessor generally is liable for the parking ticket unless the lessor
identifies the renter or lessee. The bill retains the required reimbursement of a
lessor who pays any part of a forfeiture or costs of a parking ticket that is later paid
by a renter or lessee.

This bill does not affect the Alternative Traffic Violation and Re ‘stration Pilot
PProgram, under which DOT may authorize the city of Milwaukee to suspend the

registration of any vehicle for unpaid parking tickets, including vehicles owned by
a lessor.

For further information see the state and ZocaZ fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The peopb of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as foZZows:

SECTION 1. 345.28 (4) (e) of the statutes is amended to read:

345.28 (4) (e) If the person subsequently pays the amount of the forfeiture and

the costs, if any, under par. (d) or appears in court in response to the citation or a

notice by the authority who issued the citation or the department, thetuthoritv  shall

m aimmediately notify the department in the form and

manner prescribed by the department. If the vehicle involved in the nonmoving

traffic violation is owned by a person engaged in the business of renting or leasing

motor vehicles and the owner pays the costs, if any, under par. (d) and 5Q%$ome  nart

of the forfeiture, the authority shall immediately notify the department in the form

and manner prescribed by the department.

History: 1981 c. 165; 1983 a. 103, 169;1983 a 189 s. 329(32);1 #K
11

a 330.1983 a 538ss.219,269(1),(2);1989a.31,105;1991a.67;1993a.399,437;1997  a.237.
SECTION 2. 345.28 (4) (h) of the statutes is amended to read:
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1 345.28 (4) (h) If an authority receives payment of!5&% some partcf a forfeiture

2 from the owner of a leased or rented vehicle involved in a nonmoving traffic violation

3 and receives payment of the forfeiture from the lessee or renter of the vehicle charged

4 with the violation, the authority shall refund to the owner the SW&C/amount  of the

5 payment received from the owner.

History: 1981 c. 165; 1983 a. 103,169; 1983 a. 189 s. 329 (32); 1983 a. a.applicablhty  33.0;  !983 538 ss. 219,269 (l), (2); 1989 a. 31,105; 1991 a. 67; 1993 a. 399.437; 1997 a. 237.6 SECTION 3. Initial

7 (1) This act first applies to nonmoving violations committed on the effective

8 ddate of this subsection.

9

10

SECTION 4. Effective date.

(1) This act t k
J

a es effect on the first day of the 4th month beginning after

11 publication.

12 (EN-D)
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Representative Duff

You requested language that I think only restates current law. I did not include that
part of your request in this bill. If you believe the following language is needed, please
let me know what you are attempting to accomplish with it, so that I may include it in
a later version of this draft:

SECTION 1. 345.28 (5m) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

345.28 (5m) (b) If the renter or lessee does not pay the forfeiture or appear

in court in response to the citation for a nonmoving traffic violation, the authority

may notify the department under sub. (4) (a) 1. that a citation has been issued to

the person and the citation remains unpaid. The action which the authority shall

specify that the department take under sub. (4) (a) 2. is limited to refusal of the

registration of any vehicle owned by the renter or lessee, extent that the authoritv

mav not snecifv anv action unless all of the conditions under nar. (a)$.. 2. and 3.

have been met.

Paul E. Nilsen
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-6926
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October 28,1999

Representative Duff:
You requested language that I think only restates current law. I did not include that

part of your request in this bill. If you believe the following language is needed, please
let me know what you are attempting to accomplish with it, so that I may include it in
a later version of this draft:

SECTION 1. 345.28 (5m) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

345.28 (5m) (b) If the renter or lessee does not pay the forfeiture or appear

in court in response to the citation for a nonmoving traffic violation, the authority

may notify the department under sub. (4) (a) 1. that a citation has been issued to

the person and the citation remains unpaid. The action which the authority shall

specify that the department take under sub. (4) (a) 2. is limited to refusal of the

registration of any vehicle owned by the renter or lessee,excent that the authoritv

mav not snecify anv action unless all of the conditions under par. (a) l., 2. and 3,

have been met.

Paul E. Nilsen
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-6926
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The attached draft is submitted for your inspection. Please check each part carefully, proofread each word, and
sign on the appropriate line(s) below.

Date: 10/28/l  999 To: Representative Duff

Relating to LRB drafting number: LRB-3’715

Topic
Nonmoving violations

Subject(s)
Transportation - traffic laws

1. JACKET the draft for introduction

in the Senate o r  t h e  A s s e m b l y (check only one). Only the requester under whose name the

drafting request is entered in the LRB’s drafting records may authorize the draft to be submitted. Please

allow one day for the preparation of the required copies.

2. REDRAFT. See the changes indicated or attached”<

A revised draft will be submitted for your approval with changes incorporated.

3. Obtain FISCAL ESTIMATE NOW, prior to introduction

If the analysis indicates that a fiscal estimate is required because the proposal makes an appropriation or

increases or decreases existing appropriations or state or general local government fiscal liability or

revenues, you have the option to request the fiscal estimate prior to introduction. If you choose to

introduce the proposal without the fiscal estimate, the fiscal estimate will be requested automatically upon

introduction. It takes about 10 days to obtain a fiscal estimate. Requesting the fiscal estimate prior to

introduction retains your flexibility for possible redrafting of the proposal.

If you have any questions regarding the above procedures, please call 266-3561. If you have any questions .

relating to the attached draft, please feel free to call me.

Paul E. Nilsen, Legislative Attorney
Telephone: (608) 26 l-6926
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1 A.N ACT to amend 345.28 (4) (e) and 345.28 (4) (h) of the statutes; relating to:

2 nonmoving traffic violations involving rented or leased motor vehicles.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Under current law, an authority that issues citations for nonmoving traffic

violations (parking tickets) may notify the department of transportation (DOT) if a
person fails to pay a parking ticket or appear in court in response to a parking ticket,
and may require DOT to suspend the registration of the offending vehicle, or to refuse
registration of any vehicle owned by the violator, or to do both. The suspension or
refusal of vehicle registration continues until the person appears in court in response
to the parking ticket or pays the amount of the parking ticket and costs, if any, of
suspending or refusing vehicle registration.

When a parking ticket is issued to a motor vehicle that is rented or leased to
another, the process of resolving the parking ticket is more complex. A person
engaged in the business of renting or leasing vehicles (lessor) generally is responsible
for the parking tickets issued to its vehicles. However, an authority may not provide
notice to DOT to suspend registration or refuse registration if the vehicle involved
in the parking ticket is owned by a lessor; the vehicle was rented or leased to another
when the parking ticket was issued; the lessor timely identifies the renter or lessee
to the authority; and if the renter or lessee, after receiving notice from the authority,
timely pays the forfeiture or appears in court in response to the parking ticket. If the
renter or lessee fails to pay or appear as required, the authority may require DOT
to refuse to register any vehicle owned by the renter or lessee, and the lessor must
pay 50% of the forfeiture and costs applicable to the parking ticket. If the lessor fails



to pay 50% of the forfeiture and costs, the authority may require DOT to suspend the
registration of the vehicle involved in the parking ticket. If the lessor pays 50% of the
forfeiture and costs of a parking ticket, and that ticket is later paid in full by the
renter or lessee, the lessor is refunded the 50% payment.

This bill relieves a lessor from liability for a parking ticket if the lessor identifies
the renter or lessee to the authority. The bill eliminates the requirement that the
lessor pay any part of a parking ticket issued to the rented or leased vehicle. As under
current law, the lessor generally is liable for the parking ticket unless the lessor
identifies the renter or lessee. The

horize the city of Milwaukee to suspend the
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registratio o any vel&le for unpaid parking tickets, including vehicles
a lessor. 7 ‘le *K f-cl1 XrlewptS rWdec( or heA xhrc'h &i~, -d a,+io,,,

For ?&ther information see the state and local fiscal estimate, whit
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, dd, ~OsLssiOY
enact as follows: f 1

ix

;o. -I e
ww of

SECTION 1. 345.28 (4) (e) of the statutes is amended to read:

345.28 (4) (e) If the person subsequently pays the amount of the forfeiture and\, i t 1\ e p&4
r/io\hh’atq ’the costs, if any, under par. (d) or appears in court in response to the citation or ai
i 1;vui + c’k

notice by the authority who issued the citation or the department, the authoritv shall 0 *Qf

eimmediatelv notify the department 
kin\e(

in the form and ’ II ;hdiCI;I_I

manner prescribed by the department. If the vehicle involved in the nonmoving ) A&t- ktfqfp

traffic violation is owned by a person engaged in the business of renting or leasing
d/ 131&p

i
\;b &

motor vehicles and the owner pays the costs, if any, under par. (d) and 5@% some nart 1

of the forfeiture, the authority shall immediately notify the department in the form i.

L it1 .

- A

and manner prescribed by the department.
\I(

SECTION 2. 345.28 (4) (h) of the statutes is amended to read:

345.28 (4) (h) If an authority receives payment of 50% some nart of a forfeiture

from the owner of a leased or rented vehicle involved in a nonmoving traffic violation
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SECTION 2

1 and receives payment of the forfeiture from the lessee or renter of the vehicle charged

2 with the violation, the authority shall refund to the owner the 56% amount of the

payment received from the owner.

SECTION 3. Initial applicability.

5 (1) This act firs applies to nonmoving violations committed on the effectivet

6 date of this subsection.

7 SECTION 4. Effective date.

8 (1) This act takes effect on the first day of the 4th month beginning after

9 publication.

10 (END)
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statutes is amended to read:

345.28 (5m) (b) If the renter or lessee does not pay the forfeiture or appear

in court in response to the citation for a nonmoving traffic violation, the authority

may notify the department under sub. (4) (a) 1. that a citation has been issued to

the person and the citation remains unpaid. The action which the authority shall

specify that the department take under sub. (4) (a) 2. is limited to refusal of the

registration of any vehicle owned by the renter or lessee, extent that the authoritv
J

may not snecif? anv action unless all of the conditions under nar. (a) 1.. 2. and 3.

have been met.



Section #. 345.285 (2) (a)

345.285 (2) (a) (intro.) %e
II

city may suspend the registration of a vehicle if all of the following

apply:

History:  1997 a. 237.

1

nilsepe(lrbunx 13) Thu-NOVA-1999 5:04 pm



1. The vehicle involved in a nonmoving traffic violation is owned by a person engaged in the

business of renting or leasing motor vehicles;

2. At the time of the violation the vehicle was in the possession of a renter or lessee; CVJ~ /

3. The owner of the vehicle provides the information required under s. !i43.46 (3) for such renter

or lessee to the &@&@m

/
tvre or appears in court in response to the citation for the nonmoving traffic violation within

essee does not pay the forfeiture or appear in court in res

for a nonmoving tra

a citation has been issued to the pe d the citation remain e action which the author-

ity shall specify that the department tak d to refusal of the registration

of any vehicle owned by the renter or lessee.

(c) 1. If the renter or lessee does not ear in court in response to the citation

for a nonmoving traffic violati from the authority is mailed

to the renter or lessee, the ay the authority 50% of the fo applicable to the non-

moving traffic violati e authority shall notify the owner in writing o

er does not pay 50% of the forfeiture applicable to the citation within 3

nilsepe(lrbunx 13) Thu-Nov41999 3:37 pm
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1999 BILL

1 345.28 (4) (h), 345.28 (5m) (b) and 345.285 (2)

2 (a) (intro.); and to create 3451285 (2) (bm) of the statutes; relating to:

3 nonmoving traffic violations involving rented or leased motor vehicles.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Under current law, an authority that issues citations for nonmoving traffic

violations (parking tickets) may notify the department of transportation (DOT) if a
person fails to pay a parking ticket or appear in court in response to a parking ticket,
and may require DOT to suspend the registration of the offending vehicle, or to refuse
registration of any vehicle owned ,by the violator, or to do both. The suspension or
refusal of vehicle registration continues until the person appears in court in response
to the parking ticket or pays the amount of the parking ticket and costs, if any, of
suspending or refusing vehicle registration.

When a parking ticket is issued to a motor vehicle that is rented or leased to
another, the process of resolving the parking ticket is more complex. A person
engaged in the business of renting or leasing vehicles (lessor) generally is responsible
for the parking tickets issued to its vehicles. However, an authority may not provide
notice to DOT to suspend registration or refuse registration if the vehicle involved
in the parking ticket is owned by a lessor; the vehicle was rented or leased to another
when the parking ticket was issued; the lessor timely identifies the renter or lessee
to the authority; and if the renter or lessee, after receiving notice from the authority,
timely pays the forfeiture or appears in court in response to the parking ticket. If the
renter or lessee fails to pay or appear as required, the authority may require DOT
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to refuse to register any vehicle owned by the renter or lessee, and the lessor must
pay 50% of the forfeiture and costs applicable to the parking ticket. If the lessor fails
to pay 50% of the forfeiture and costs, the authority may require DOT to suspend the
registration of the vehicle involved in the parking ticket. If the lessor pays 50% of the
forfeiture and costs of a parking ticket, and that ticket is later paid in full by the
renter or lessee, the lessor is refunded the 50% payment.

This bill relieves a lessor from liability for a parking ticket if the lessor identifies
the renter or lessee to the authority. The bill eliminates the requirement that the
lessor pay any part of a parking ticket issued to the rented or leased vehicle. As under
current law, the lessor generally is liable for the parking ticket unless the lessor
identifies the renter or lessee. The bill retains the required reimbursement of a
lessor who pays any part of a forfeiture or costs of a parking ticket that is later paid
by a renter or lessee.

This bill also prohibits the city of Milwaukee from suspending a rented or leased
vehicle’s registration, or taking other action, under the Alternative Traffic Violation
and Registration Pilot Program under certain circumstances. Under the program,
DOT may authorize the city of Milwaukee to suspend the registration of any vehicle
for unpaid parking tickets, including vehicles owned by a lessor. The bill exempts
rented or leased vehicles from such action under the program if the vehicle was in
the possession of the renter or lessee at the time of the parking violation, and the
owner timely identifies that renter or lessee to the city.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 345.28 (4) (e) of the statutes is amended to read:

345.28 (4) (e) If the person subsequently pays the amount of the forfeiture and

the costs, if any, under par. (d) or appears in court in response to the citation or a

notice by the authority who issued the citation or the department, the authoritv shall
.immediatelv notify the department shallbc :rnvin the form and

manner prescribed by the department. If the vehicle involved in the nonmoving

traffic violation is owned by a person engaged in the business of renting or leasing

motor vehicles and the owner pays the costs, if any, under par. (d) and 5QGsome nart

of the forfeiture, the authority shall immediately notify the department in the form

10 and manner prescribed by the department.
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SECTION 2

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

SECTION 2. 345.28 (4) (h) of the statutes is amended to read:

345.28 (4) (h) If an authority receives payment of%% some part of a forfeiture

from the owner of a leased or rented vehicle involved in a nonmoving traffic violation

and receives payment of the forfeiture from the lessee or renter of the vehicle charged

with the violation, the authority shall refund to the owner the 59% amount of the

payment received from the owner.

SECTION 3. 345.28 (5m) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

345.28 (5m) (b) If the renter or lessee does not pay the forfeiture or appear in

court in response to the citation for a nonmoving traffic violation, the authority may

notify the department under sub. (4) (a) 1. that a citation has been issued to the

person and the citation remains unpaid. The action which the authority shall specify

that the department take under sub. (4) (a) 2. is limited to refusal of the registration

of any vehicle owned by the renter or lessee, extent  that the authoritv mav not snecifv

anv action unlessall of the conditions under nar. (a) l., 2. and 3. have been met.\nx n~l?~bnl;l. ap; 315. zgpq c~~-a
SECTION 4. 34 .285 (2) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
\

345.285 (2) (a) (intro.) The Except as provided in par. (bm). the city may

suspend the registration of a vehicle if all of the following apply:

SECTTON 5. 345.285 (2) (bm) of the statutes is created to read:

345.285 (2) (bm) No city may take any action under a contract entered into

under this section with respect to any vehicle to which all of the following apply:

1. The vehicle involved in a nonmoving traffic violation is owned by a person

engaged in the business of renting or leasing motor vehicles;

2. At the time of the violation the vehicle was in the possession of a renter or

lessee; and
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SECTION 5

1 3. The owner of the vehicle provides the information required under s. 343.46

2 (3) for such renter or lessee to the city within 10 days after the 2nd notice was sent

3 to the owner under par. (a) 2.

4 SECTION 6. Initial applicability.

5 (1) This act first applies to nonmoving violations committed on the effective

6 date of this subsection.

7 SECTION 7. Effective date.

8 (1) This act takes effect on the first day of the 4th month beginning after

9 publication.

10 (END)
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