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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate:

This bill makes one clarification and two modifications to current child welfare law. In terms of clarification, the bill
defines “abandonment,” “torture” and “chronic abuse” for the purposes of determining whether a parent has subjected a child to
aggravated circumstances. Such a determination controls whether a court order placing a child outside of the home must
include a finding that reasonable efforts have been made to prevent the removal. The two modifications are-as follows. (1) The
bill permits an agency, at the same time as it is making reasonable efforts to prevent the removal of a child from home, to work
with any county department or child welfare agency to find an alternative permanent placement for the child. Current law only
permits agencies to work with the county department or child welfare agency that is authorized to place children for adoption in
making these “concurrent reasonable efforts.” (2) The bill eliminates current statutory requirements that substitute care
providers receive an opportunity to be heard at certain hearings.

None of the bill’s provisions will have a fiscal effect on either the Department or counties.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications:
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