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WAYNE W. WOOD
Sta’te Representative
44th Assembly District
;;YOzrTTEE  ASSIGNMENTS

Rules
State Affairs

Ranking Minority Member:
Crimid Justice & Corrections
Ways & Means

Home:
2429 Rockport  Road
Janesville, WI 53545
(608) 752-5485

Office:
104 North, State Capitol
P.O. Box 8953
Madison, WI 53708
(608) 266-7503

TO: Robin Kite
LRB Drafting

DATE: August 27, 1999

RE: LRB-2259/2 - relating to using night vision equipment while hunting or
possessing a weapon

Representative Wood would like an amendment to Rep. Johnstud’s bill (LRB 2259/2).
He has circulated the bill draft for cosponsorship but the bill has not yet been introduced.
I have enclosed copies of his cosponsorship memo along with the bill draft, and a copy
Rep. Wood’s proposed amendment language.

If you have any questions, feel free to call our office at 266-7503.

Enclosures

Legislative Hotline: toll-free message service l-800-362-9472
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PROI’OSIZD  EXEMPTJON  TO SHINING PROHlBITION,  SEC. 29.314(S),  STATS.

29.3 14(5)@)5 is created to read:

29.3 14(5)@)5. To a person who uses a stationary yard light solely for the purpose of
a illumimthg a residential area. .

I
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CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMO

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

FE:

J-%, 3 o+&!&
Legislative Colleagues SC6+I+ QP

p0,\+ 55
Rep. DuWayne Johnsrud ’ A”*J

Prohibiting night vision equipment under conditions where
shining wild animals is prohibited, LRB 2259/2
This bill was requested by the DNR.

l Currently it is prohibited to shine wildlife while possessing a firearm or bow. This bill
would put the use of night vision equipment in the same category.

l Assist me in my efforts to stop this practice before it becomes more widespread.

If you are interested in co-sponsoring LRB 2259/2, please contact Rep. Johnsrud’s office
at 6-3534, by  The LRB analysis is provided below.

IZ.J
sis by ihe Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law prohibits this act between the hours of 1Op.m. and 7a.m. from September 15
to December 3 1, regardless of whether he/she is hunting with a weapon. This bill further
prohibits a person from using night vision equipment under the same conditions. This
does not apply to a person authorized by the Department of Natural Resources to remove
a wild animal that is causing’damage or that is causing a nuisance. A person is shining an
animal if he/she is casting rays of light on an area for the purpose of illuminating or
locating wild animals.
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1999 BILL

1 ANACT~~renunbet29.314(2);tou~~29.314  (title),29.314(2)(title),29.314

2 (3) (title), 29.314 (3) (a), 29.314 (4) (title), 29.314 (4) (a), 29.314 (5) (title), 29.314

3 (5) (a), 29.314 (5) (b) 4. and 29.314 (6); and to create 29.314 (1) (bm), 29.314 (2)

4 (a) (title), 29.314 (2) (b), 29.314 (3) (b) 4., 29.314 (4) (b) 4. and 29.314 (5) (b) 3m.

5 of the statutes; relating to: using night vision equipment while hunting or

6 possessing a weapon.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Under current law, with certain exceptions, no person may use, or possess with

intent to use, a light for the purpose of shining wild animals while the person is
hunting or in possession of a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow. A person is shining
an animal if the person is casting rays of light on an area for the purpose of
illuminating, locating or attempting to illuminate or locate wild animals. Current
law also prohibits a person from using or possessing with intent to use a light for
shining wild animals between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. from September 15 to December
31, regardless of whether they are hunting with a weapon.

This bill prohibits a person from using night vision equipment under the same
conditions under which shining wild animals is prohibited. Under the bill, night
vision equipment means a device, other than a light, that makes objects visible in the
dark by using technology that converts ambient light into an electronic image. The
bill provides that the prohibition against the use of night vision equipment does not
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apply to a person authorized by the department of natural resources to remove a willd
animal that is causing damage or that is causing a nuisance.
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The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: r

SECTION 1. 29.314 (title) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.314 (title) Shining  animals and using nipht vision eauipment.

SECTION 2. 29.314 (1) (bm) of the statutes is created to read:

29.314 (1) (bm) Tight vision equipment” means a device, other than a light,

that makes objects visible in the dark by using technology that converts ambient

light into an electronic image.

SECT~~~N  3. 29.314 (2) (title) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.314 (2) (title)B PRESUMPTIONS.

SECTION 4. 29.314 (2) of the statutes is renumbered 29.314 (2) (a).

SECTION 5. 29.314 (2) (a) (title) of the statutes is created to read:

29.314 (2) (a) (title) Shining.

SECTION 6. 29.314 (2) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

29.314 (2) (b) Using night vision equipment. A person possessing night visiion

equipment while in a field, forest or other area that is frequented by wild animals

is presumed to be using or possessing with intent to use the night vision equipment

to locate, or attempt to locate, wild animals. A person may introduce evidence to

rebut this presumption

SECTION 7. 29.314 (3) (title) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.314 (3)(title) SHINJNGDEERORBEARORUSINGNIGHTVISIONEQUIPMENTWI[ILE

H~~~INGORPOSSESSINGWEAPONSPROHIBI'I‘ED.

SECTION 8. 29.314 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 8

29.314 (3) (a) Prohibition. No person may use or possess with intent to use a

light for shining deer or bear pr use or possess with intent to use night vision

e ’ menaulr,t while the person is hunting

deer or bear or in possession of a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow.

SECTYON 9. 29.314 (3) (b) 4. of the statutes is created to read:

29.314 (3) (b) 4. To a person who uses night vision equipment to assist the

person in the removal of a deer or bear as authorized by the department under s.

29.885 (2).

SECTION 10. 29.314 (4) (title) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.314(4)(title) SHXNMGWTLDANIMALS~USINGLE

HUNTINGORPOSSESSINGWEAPONSPROHIBITED.

SECTION 11. 29.314 (4) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.314 (4) (a) Prohibition. No person may use or possess with intent to use a

light for shining wild animals Q
.Qnightv i s i o nr 0

eauiDment  to locate. or attemr>t to locate. wild animals while the person is hunting

or in possession of a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow.

SECTION 12. 29.314 (4) (b) 4. of the statutes is created to read:

29.314 (4) (b) 4. To a person who uses night vision equipment to assist the

person in the removal of a wild animal as authorized by the department under s.

29.885 (2).

SEC&ON 13. 29.314 (5) (title) of the statutes is amended to read:

29,314(5)(title) SHMINGWTLDAN~MALS;AFTER

lOl?M.DURINGCERTAIN TIMES OFTHEYEARPROHJBITED.

SECTION 14. 29.314 (5) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 14 . -. ’ .

1 29.314 (5) (a) Prohibition. No person may use or possess with intent to use a

2 light for shining wild animals, or use or possess with intent to use night vision

3 auipment  to locate. or attempt to locate. wild animals, between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m.

4 from September 15 to December 31.

5 SECTION 15. 29.314 (5) (b) 3m. of the statutes is created to read:

6 29.314 (5) (b) 3m. To a person who uses night vision equipment to assist the

7 person in the removal of a wild animal as authorized by the department under LL

Y85 (2)-
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SECTION 16. 29.314 (5) (b) 4. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.314 (5) (b) 4. If rules promulgated by the department specifically permit a

person to use or possess a light for shining wild animals gr use or possess night vision

minment to locate. or attemnt  to locate. wild anim& during these times.

SECTION 17. 29.314 (6) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.314 (6) COUNTY ORDINANCE. A county may regulate or prohibit the use of or

possession with intent to use a light for shining wild animals gr the use of c,r

possession with intent to use night vision equipment to locate. or &temDt to loc&IDu

wild animals. A county ordinance may not be less restrictive than the prohibition

under sub. (5) (a). The exceptions under sub. (5) (b) apply to a county ordinance

adopted under this subsection. A county may provide for a forfeiture of not more than

$1,000 for v’ 1 t’10 a ion of a county ordinance adopted under this subsection.

aND)
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. ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT,

TO 1999 ASSEMBLY BILL (LRB-2259/2)

1
\/

At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:

2 1. Page 4, line 8: after that line insert:

3
J“SECTION 15m. 29.314 (5) (b) 3r. o the statutes is created to read:3

4 29.314 (5) (b) 3r. To a person who uses a stationary yard light for the main

5 purpose of illuminating residential property that the person owns, leases or

6
\/

occupies.“. .

7 (EN-D)
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ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT,

TO 1999 ASSEMBLY BILL ‘(LRB-2259/2)

1 At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:

2 1. Page 4, line 8: after that line insert:

3 “SECTION 15m. 29.314 (5) (b) 3r. of the statutes is created to read:

10
4 29.314 (5) (b) 3r. To a person who uses a stationary yard light for the

5 purpose of illuminating residential property that the person owns, leases or

6 occupies.n.

7 (END)


