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AN ACT relating to: [supreme court wles/gayernm%pe itions for review.
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Ana zs by the Legislative Reference Bureau L
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This srcndient2bdde asub=sectioir texthe-Seetion=sb s ne=theeales—for
petifion £ vZPhedrmondrget/requires that the supreme/ ourt make available
to the pubhc a record of justices’ votes on acceptances and enials of petitions for
review. The ashendment wouldvprovidethethe.eounsl record of the votes & be
made available to members of the public upon request

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
/

SECTION 1. 809.62 (6m) of the statutes is created to read: 7//

(‘yoq YN (Gm) The supreme court shall keep a voting record ogldustlces decisions on

4

5

6

petItIOIj for review. The record shall indicate the dec1s1onyy‘f each judge on each
f/{( (’(.(r > 7’

petition that comes before j@ﬁ The record shall be made available to members of the

public upon request.

SecTioN 2. Initial applicability.
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SECTION 2
1 (})This act first applies to petitions submitted on the effective date of this
2 subsection.

3 (END)



State of Wisconsin

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

100 NORTH HAMILTON STREET

P. O. BOX 2037
STEPHEN R. MILLER MADISON, WI 53701-2037 LEGAL SECTION: (608) 266-3561
CHIEF LEGAL FAX: (606) 264-6522
REFERENCE SECTION: (606) 266-0341
REFERENCE FAX: (606) 266-5646
June 3, 1999
To: Representative Mark Gundrum
From: Robert Nelson, Senior Legidative Attorney
Subject: Decisions of supreme court to accept or deny petitions for review.

Enclosed is a copy of the internal operating procedures of the supreme court regarding how a
decision is made to accept or deny an appellate review. See page 437. Section 809.62 of the statutes
also discusses the procedure for petitioning the supreme court for review. Neither of these require
the name of those who vote for or against a petition.

| could draft an amendment to s. 809.62 requiring the supreme court to publish the vote for and
against a petition. However, the court may consider that a violation of the separation of powers
requirement of the constitution. Please let me know if you would like a bill drafted.

//7 r/—;éz’a /r{/é<./ /(fm\f./

e 7; 7{ 72 /”7 ¢t /fg /gfu ///m/y)
o voVes & 4 e
/
(;:? Y e rf/f/ B! c-’ﬂﬂ/ /{ /7;;‘

7{;"’ (ff\//‘/;?( //fc ’/:/é Vp //fm ’;,3,;






State of Wisconsin | ‘ 7
1999 - 2000 LEGISLATURE LRB-3 197/1/()

ﬁ W
1999 BILL

blic access to

1 ANACT to create 809. 62 ﬁ

2 supreme court decisions | i A

Analysis by & %’W
This bill requires that the ublic a record

of the justices’ votes on accep /4 iew. The bill
requires that a record of the vc e public upon
request.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

3 SecTioN 1. 809.62 (6m) of the statutes is created to read:

4 809.62 (6m) The supreme court shall keep a voting record of the justices’
5 decisions on petitions for review. The record shall indicate the decision of each judge
6 on each petition that comes before the court. The record shall be made available to
7 members of the public upon request.

8 Section 2. Initial applicability.
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1999 BILL

AN ACT to create 809.62 (6m) of the statutes; relating to: public. access to

supreme court decisions regarding petitions for review.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill requires that the supreme court make available to the public a record
of the justices’ votes on acceptances and denials of petitions for review. The bill

requires that a record of the votes be made available to members of the public upon
request.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SecTioN 1. 809.62 (6m) of the statutes is created to read:

809.62 (6m) The supreme court shall keep a voting record of the justices’
decisions on petitions for review. The record shall indicate the decision of each judge
on each petition that comes before the court, The record shall be made available to
members of the public upon request.

SecTioN 2. Initial applicability.
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SECTION 2

(1) This act first applies to petitions submitted on the effective date of this
2 subsection.

(END)
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1999 BILL

[eqen

AN ACT to crezdte 809.62 (6m) of the statutes; relating to: public access to

supreme court decisions regarding petitions for review.

e
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A o€ F - Arnalysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
A ®This bill requires that the supreme court make available to the public a record
of the justices’ votes on acceptances and denials of petitions for review. The bill
requires that a record of the votes be made available to members of the public upon

request.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SecTioN 1. 809.62 (6m) of the statutes is created to read:
809.62 (6m) The supreme court shall keep a voting record of the justices’

decisions on petitions for review@ieﬂc’ord shall indicate the decision of each judge /;
For < moug - -
A@;{e’ach petition that comes before the court. The record shall be made available to

{
members of the public upon request.

SecTioN 2. Initial applicability.
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BILL SECTION 2

(1) This act 1tstapplies to petitions submitted on the effective date of this

subsection.

(END)
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INSZRT ANL

?PMMJ\Under current law, a party to an action may file a petition with the
supreme court asking the court to review an adverse decision of the court of appeals.
Review by the supreme court is a matter of court discretion, not of right and is
granted under current law only when special and important reasons are presented.
Current law includes criteria that the court considers when deciding to grant the

petition. Currently, the vote of individual justices to grant or deny a petition is not
made public.
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August 13, 1999

I expanded the analysis to explain current law regarding petitions for review.

Robert P. Nelson
Senior Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 267-75 11



