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Under current law, aidable costs incurred for special education by school districts, cooperative educational service agencies,
county children with disabilities education boards and certain charter schools are to be fully reimbursed by the state, subject to
availability of funds. In the 2000-01 school year the department estimates that most of the aidable costs (salaries of special
education instructional staff, transportation, the salaries of psychologists and social workers, and room and board) would be
reimbursed at approximately 35.2%. Costs of special education for children in hospitals and convalescent homes would be fully

reimbursed.

In the 2000-01 school year, this bill provides for most aidable costs for special education to be reimbursed by the state at the rate
of 63%, subject to availability of funds. Assuming the Wisconsin Act 9 appropriation of $315.7 million for aids for special
education, the department estimates that the reimbursement would be prorated at approximately 35.8%. The bill also provides
that the salaries of school psychologists and social workers would be reimbursed at 51% and the costs of special education for
children in hospital and convalescent homes would be fully reimbursed. Due to limited availability of funds, the salaries of
psychologists and social workers would be reimbursed at 29.02% and the costs for room and board would be reimbursed at
56.9%. The bill would maintain a 100% reimbursement rate for the costs of special education for children in hospitals and

convalescent homes.

State Fiscal Effects:

There are no state fiscal effects.

Local Fiscal Effects:

The reimbursement rate changes for the various special education costs under the bill may have slight redistributive effects
among school districts. However, the total amount of special education and school age parent program aid distributed to school

districts statewide would not change.
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