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1999 – 2000 LEGISLATURE

1999 ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 60

 June 15, 1999 – Introduced by Representatives WAUKAU, MEYERHOFER, HUBER,
BALOW, YOUNG, POCAN, KREUSER, BOCK, SCHOOFF, SINICKI, STASKUNAS, RYBA,
SHERMAN, LASSA, PLOUFF, GRONEMUS, HASENOHRL, WASSERMAN, J. LEHMAN,
TURNER and BOYLE, cosponsored by Senators BRESKE, CLAUSING and DARLING.
Referred to Joint survey committee on Retirement Systems.

Relating to: memorializing Congress to use a majority of the budget surplus to

strengthen social security. 

Whereas, social security provides American workers with universal,

contributory, wage–related, inflation–proof benefits in the event of the retirement,

disability or death of a primary wage earner; and

Whereas, social security is more than a retirement program — it is a family

program. Without social security, about 54% of America’s seniors and more than

15,000,000 beneficiaries overall would be living in poverty.  About 98% of children

under age 18 can count on monthly cash benefits if a working parent dies; and

Whereas, over the course of its existence as a federal program, social security’s

trustees and administrators have carefully modified the benefit and financing

structure, thereby ensuring the program’s viability in light of major demographic

trends and economic developments; and
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Whereas, in his State of the Union address the President urged Congress to

save social security first and dedicate the majority of the projected surplus to shoring

up the solvency of social security; and

Whereas, the long–term solvency of social security can be ensured for future

generations with reasonable and timely adjustments to the program made by

Congress; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That the legislature of

the state of Wisconsin memorializes the federal government to use the budget

surplus to strengthen social security and Medicare to ensure the continued financial

viability of these essential programs; and, be it further

Resolved, That the legislature further memorializes the federal government

to take immediate steps to ensure that social security remains a universal,

mandatory, contributory social insurance system where risk is pooled among all

workers, rather than transferred to each individual worker; and, be it further

Resolved, That the assembly clerk shall transmit copies of this joint resolution

to the President of the United States, to the president and secretary of the U.S.

senate, to the speaker and clerk of the U.S. house of representatives and to each

member of the congressional delegation from this state.

(END)
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