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PRELIMINARY DRAFT - NOT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

1999 ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION

To renumber and amend section 12‘o/f article VII; and o create’section 12 (2) of

article VII of the constitution; relating to: 4—year terms of office for clerks of

the circuit courts (first consideration).

Analysis by the Legislative Referehce Bureau

This proposed constitutional amendment, proposed to the’1999 legislature on
first consideration, extends the terms of office of clerks of the circuit courts from two
years to four{ears. The change first applies to the clerks of circuit court who are
elected at the first general election at which the governoris elected which'%ccurs after
the ratification of this amendment. 7

A proposed constitutional amendment requires adoption by 2 successive
legislatures, and ratification by the people, before it can become effective.

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That: .
sechion
SECTION 1. Section 12 of article VII of the constitution is renumbered 12 (1) of

A
article VII and amended to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (1) There Except as provided in sub. 522'/, there shall

be a clerk of the circuit court chosen in each county organized for judicial purposes
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SECTION 1

by the qualified electors thereof, who shall hold his office for two years, subject to
removal as shall be provided by law; in case of a vacancy, the judge of the circuit coﬁrt
shall have power to appoint a clerk until the vacancy shall be filled by an election;
the clerk thus elected or appointed shall give such security as the legislature may
require. The supreme court shall appoint its own clerk, and a clerk of the circuit court
may be appointed a clerk of the supreme court.

SECTION 2. Section 12 (2)v(:f article VII of the constitution is created to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (2)‘/Beg1'nning with the first general election at which
the governor is elected Which‘c{ccurs after the ratification of this subsection‘,/clerks
of circuit court shall hold office for 4‘§ears.

Be it further resolved, That this proposed amendment be referred to the
legislature to be chosen at the next general election and that it be published for\/3
months previous to the time of holding such election.
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1999 ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION

To renumber and amend section 12 of article VII; and fo create section 12 (2) of
article VII of the constitution; relating to: 4—year terms of office for clerks of

the circuit courts (first consideration).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This proposed constitutional amendment, proposed to the 1999 legislature on
first consideration, extends the terms of office of clerks of the circuit courts from two-
years to four years. The change first applies to the clerks of circuit court who are
elected at the first general election at which the governoris elected which occurs after
the ratification of this amendment. ’

A proposed constitutional amendment requires adoption by 2 successive
legislatures, and ratification by the people, before it can become effective.

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, Thai:
SECTION 1. Section 12 of article VII of the constitution is renumbered section
12 (1) of article VII and amended to read:
[Article VII] Section 12 (1) There Except as provided in sub. (2), there shall be

a clerk of the circuit court chosen in each county organized for judicial purposes by
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the qualified eiectors theredf, who shall hold his office for two years, subject to
removal as shall be prov1ded by law;in case ofa vacancy, the Judge of the cu'cmt court

shall have power to appomt a clerk tll the vacancy shall be filled by an electlon

the clerk thus elected or appomted sha;ll give such securlty as the leglslature may
require. The supreme court shall appoint its own clerk, and a clerk of the circuit court
may be appointed a clerk of the supreme court.

SECTION 2. Section 12 (2) of article VII of the constitution is created to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (2) Beginning with the first general election af which
the governor is elected which occurs after the ratification of this subsection, clerks
of circuit court shall hold office for 4 years.

Be it further resolved, That this proposed amendment be referred to the
legislature to be chosen at the next general election and that it be published for 3
months previous to the time of holding such election.

(END)
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The attached draft is submitted for your inspection. Please check each part carefully, proofread each word, and
sign on the appropriate line(s) below.

Date: 2/16/99 To: Representative Ryba

Relating to LRB drafting number: LRB-2164

Topic
Four year term for county clerk of circuit court

Subject(s)
Constitutional Amendments, Counties, Electior%eous
1. JACKET the draft for introduction Q [4\/

in the Senate g_ or the Assembly L (a@ only one). Only the requester under whose name the

drafting request is entered in the LRB’s drafting records may authorize the draft to be submitted. Please

allow one day for the preparation of the required copies.

2. REDRAFT. Sece the changes indicated or attached

A revised draft will be submitted for your approval with changes incorporated.

3. Obtain FISCAL ESTIMATE NOW, prior to introduction

If the analysis indicates that a fiscal estimate is required because the proposal makes an appropriation or
increases or decreases existing appropriations or state or general local government fiscal liability or
revenues, you have the option to request the fiscal estimate prior to introduction. If you choose to
introduce the proposal without the fiscal estimate, the fiscal estimate will be requested automatically upon
introduction. It takes about 10 days to obtain a fiscal estimate. Requesting the fiscal estimate prior to
introduction retains your flexibility for possible redrafting of the proposal.

If you have any questions regarding the above procedures, please call 266-3561. If you have any questions

relating to the attached draft, please feel free to call me.

Attorney Peter J. Dykman, Deputy Chief
Telephone: (608) 266-7098



