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1999 Assembly Resolution 29

ENGROSSED RESOLUTION

Relating to: supporting and urging support for the WASHINGTON JUNETEENTH 2000
NATIONAL HOLIDAY OBSERVANCE, on the National Mall, Lincoln Memorial and U.S.
capital grounds, scheduled for Saturday, June 17, 2000.

Whereas, more than 130 years old, Juneteenth National Freedom Day is the oldest and only
African—American holiday observance in the United States, which is also known as “Emancipation
Day,” “Emancipation Celebration,” “Freedom Day,” “Jun-Jun” and “Juneteenth”; and

Whereas, Juneteenth National Freedom Day commemorates the survival, due to God-given
strength and determination, of African—Americans, who were first brought to this country stacked in
the bottom of slave ships in a month-long journey across the Atlantic Ocean, known as the “Middle
Passage”; and ' :

Whereas, approximately 11,500,000 African-Americans survived the voyage to the New
World (the number that died is likely greater), only to be subjected to whipping, castration, branding,
rape, tearing apart of families and forced submission to slavery for more than 200 years after arrival
in the United States; and

Whereas, Juneteenth commemorates the day on which freedom was proclaimed to all slaves in
the South by Union General Granger, on June 19, 1865, in Galveston, Texas, more than 2.5 years after
the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln; and

Whereas, for the first time, in over 130 years of the annual celebration, Juneteenth has finally
been “officially recognized” as Juneteenth Independence Day in America by the President and
Congress of the United States; and ‘ .o

Whereas, this reality is particularly-underscored by the fact that it was in the 1st Session of the
105th Congress, via the bipartisan cooperation of former Congresswoman Barbara Rose—Collins
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State of Wisconsin
1999-2000 LEGISLATURE

CORRECTIONS IN:

1999 ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 29

Prepared by the Legislative Reference Bureau
(April 13, 2000)

In enrolling, the following correction was made:

1. Page 1, line 12: delete “11,500,00” and substitute “11,500,000”.
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Minor clerical corrections in legislation are authorized under s. 35.17, stats.; Sen-

ate Rule 31; Assembly Rule 36; and Joint Rule 56.



