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Model Public Access Defibrillation Legislation

House Act No. ___ Senate Act No. ____

AN ACT to the <STATE> Code Annotated,
Section ___Title ___and Chapter ____
relating to limited immunity for the use of automated external defibrillators

BE IT ENACTED
BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THIS STATE:

SECTION 1. State Code Annotated, Section __ Title____ and Chapter __is
amended by adding new sections 2 through 4 as a new, appropriately
designated part.

SECTION 2. It is the intent of the Legislature that an automated external
defibrillator may be used for the purpose of saving the life of another person in
cardiac arrest when used in accordance with provisions of Section 4.

SECTION 3. As used in this ACT, “AED” or “defibrillator” means an automated
external defibrillator. ‘

SECTION 4. In order to ensure public health and safety:
(1) A person or entity who acquires an AED shall ensure that
(A) expected AED users receive

V natior y -Rc::. otirse-inCtF - .
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(B) the defibrillator is maintained and tested according to the manufacturer s

operatlonal guidelines. tuced_eal daa Selon \T““M
(C)there icensed physician er-medical-autherity-to the
—ProgramXto ensure compliance with requirements for trammg, 3, and &j

maintenance.

(D)any person who renders emergency care or treatment on a person in cardlac
arrest by using an AED activated the emergency medical services system as
soon as possible, and reports any @ use of the AED to the licensed
physician or medical authority.

(2) Any person or entity who acquires an AED opentrty—whe'aoquﬂes-amﬁtEB-

shall notify an agent of the .
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SECTION 5. The State Code Annotated Section __ Tme ___and Cha;.;gr_ loc aleoy

is amended by adding the following language as new subsections (a), (b), (¢),
and (d):




(a) Any person or entity, who in good faith and without compensation,
renders.emergency care or treatment by the use of an AED shall be
immune from civil liability for any personal injury as a result of such care
or treatment, or as a result of any act or failure to act in providing or
arranging further medical treatment, where the person acts as an
ordinary, reasonably prudent person would have acted under the same or
similar circumstances.

(b) The immunity from civil liability for any personal injury under (a) of this
subsection includes the licensed physician or medical authority who is
involved with AED site placement, the person or entity who provides the
CPR and AED site placement, the person or entity who provides the CPR
and AED training, and the person or entity responsible for the site where
the AED is located. This immunity applies if the requirements of Section
4 are fulfilled.

(c) The immunity from civil liability under (a) of this subsection does not
apply if the personal injury results from the gross negligence or willful or-
wanton misconduct of the person rendering such emergency care.

(d) The requirements of Section 4 shall not apply to any individual using an
AED in an emergency setting if that individual is acting as a good
Samaritan under State Code ___.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare
requiring it.
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. Revisions to AHA Model AED Legisiation
Q, V,}Q g

M (12115/98)
oy
Qy\” Section 3

\)0 ¢ Combine current defibrillator definitions for automatic and semi-automatic to parallel the AHA definition (this
4 will allow the statutes to reflect the most current technology).

Section 4
(1)(a) Delete *the American Haart Association or by another nationally recognized course in CPR and AED

use.™ Insert "a course approved by administrative rule by the department (DHFS).
(c) Delete “involvement of and insert ‘medical direction from"; delete “or medical authority of*

(2) Delete and revise as follows: *Any person or entity who acquires an AED shall notify an agent of the
local EMS agency responsible for emergency response to the location."

Add a section to state that re-certification in a CPR/AED course (approved by the department) is required
every two years.

Section 5
(a) Delete this section. Add AED uss to the current WI Good Samaritan law.

(b) After "negligence” insert *resulting from use of an AED"
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT - NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

Gen Ca¥

AN AcT /(, relating to: limitations on and requirements for use of semiautomatic
defibrillators by individuals other than emergency medical technicians and

first responders — defibrillation and providing civil immunity for the use.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the department of health and family services (DHFS)
certifies emergency medical technicians and first responders — defibrillation to
perform defibrillation (administering an electrical impulse to an individual’s heart
to stop a disturbance in its normal rhythm) by use of automatic, semiautomatic or
manual defibrillators. Standards for the certification are prescribed by DHFS by
rule. In addition, emergency medical technicians and persons who have completed
requirements for certification as first responders — defibrillation by DHFS are
authorized to use automatic or semiautomatic defibrillators under limitations
prescribed by DHFS by rule. A county, city, town, village or hospital, or a combination
of any of these, or an ambulance service provider, under a plan approved by DHFS,
may conduct an emergency medical services program that uses emergency medical
technicians — paramedics for the delivery of emergency medical care to sick, disabled
or injured individuals at the scene of an emergency and during transport to a
hospital.

This bill requires a person who is not an ambulance service provider, emergency
medical technician or first responder — defibrillation but who possesses a
semiautomatic defibrillator to ensure all of the following:

1. That individuals who are not emergency medical technicians or first
responders — defibrillation but who could reasonably be expected to use the
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semiautomatic defibrillator to provide emergency care and treatment to a person
who appears to be in cardiac arrest receive training in the use every 24 months under
a course that DHFS approves under standards prescribed by rule.

2. That the defibrillator is maintained and tested under the manufacturer’s
guidelines.

3. That a physician provides overall medical direction with respect to training
and defibrillator maintenance requirements.

4. That any individual who renders emergency care or treatment by using the
defibrillator on a person who appears to be in cardiac arrest contacts the nearest
emergency services program as soon as possible and reports the use to the physician
who provides overall medical direction.

In addition, the bill requires that the person who possesses a semiautomatic
defibrillator notify the nearest emergency medical services program of the
defibrillator’s location and type.

The bill authorizes a person, other than an emergency medical technician or
first responder — defibrillation, to operate a semiautomatic defibrillator in rendering
emergency care or treatment to a person who appears to be in cardiac arrest and
immunifies from civil liability such a person, the physician who provides overall
medical direction, the possessor of the semiautomatic defibrillator, the training
provider and the person who owns or manages the premises on which the
defibrillator is located. The immunity does not extend to acts or omissions that
constitute gross negligence or wanton or intentional misconduct.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. 146.50 (8g) of the statutes is created to read:

146.50 (8g) SPECIAL USE OF SEMIAUTOMATIC DEFIBRILLATORS. (a) In this
subsection:

1. “Cardiac arrest” means the sudden cessation of cardiac function and the
disappearance of arterial blood pressure that connote ventricular fibrillation or
pulseless ventricular tachycardia.

9. “Pulseless ventricular tachycardia” means a disturbance in the normal
rhythm of the heart that is characterized by rapid electrical activity of the heart with

no cardiac output.
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SECTION 1

(b) A person other than an ambulance service provider, emergency medical
technician or a first responder — defibrillation who possesses a semiautomatic
defibrillator shall ensure all of the following concerning the defibrillator:

1.' That an individual who is not an emergency medical technician or a first
responder — defibrillation but who could reasonably be expected to use the
semiautomatic defibrillator in rendering emergency care or treatment to a person
who appears to be in cardiac arrest receives training in the use every 24 months
under a course that is approved by the department under par. (e).

2. That the semiautomatic defibrillator is maintained and tested in accordance
with any operational guidelines of the manufacturer.

3. That a physician provides any individual or entity specified in par. (b) (intro.)
with overall medical direction with respect to training and defibrillator maintenance
requirements.

4. That any individual specified in subd. 1. who renders emergency care or
treatment by using the semiautomatic defibrillator on an individual who appears to
be in cardiac arrest contacts the nearest emergency medical services program under
s. 146.55 (2) as soon as possible after the use and reports the use to the physician
specified under subd. 3.

(¢) A person who possesses a semiautomatic defibrillator shall notify the
nearest emergency medical services program under s. 146.55 (2) of the defibrillator’s
location and type.

(d) Notwithstanding subs. (6g) (b) and (8) (), an individual who meets the
requirements of par. (b) 1. may under the limitations of this subsection operate a

semiautomatic defibrillator that meets the requirements of par. (b) 2.
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SECTION 1

(e) The department shall review training courses for the use of a semiautomatic
defibrillator and may approve those training courses that satisfy standards for

approval that are specified by the department by rule.

SECTION 2. 146.50 (13) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

(b), (c) and (e)/and (8m).

History: 1973 c. 321; 1975 c. 39 ss. 645 to 647d, 732 (2); 1975 ¢. 224; 1977 ¢. 29, 167, 1979 c. 321; 1981 c. 73, 380; 1981 c. 391 5. 211; 1983 a. 189; 1985 a. 120, 135; 1987
a. 70, 399; 1989 a. 31; 1989 a. 102 ss. 20, 21, 36 to 59; 1991 a. 39, 238; 1993 a. 27, 29, 105, 183, 251, 399; 1997 a. 79, 191, 237.

SECTION 3. 895.48 (4) of the statutes is created to read:

895.48 (4) (a) Any of the following who meets the applicable requirements of
s. 146.50 (8g) énd who acts within the applicable limitations of s. 146.50 (8g) is
immune from civil liability for the acts or omissions of an individual who renders
emergency care by use of a semiautomatic defibrillator under s. 146.50 (8g) to an
individual who appears to be in cardiac arrest:

1. The individual who renders the care.

2. The physician specified in s. 146.50 (8g) (b) 3.

3. The person who possesses the semiautomatic defibrillator, as specified in s.
146.50 (8g) (b) (intro.).

4. The provider of training required under s. 146.50 (8g) (b) 1.

5. The person who owns or manages the premises on which the semiautomatic
defibrillator is located.

(b) The immunity specified in par. (a) does not extend to a person whose act or
omission resulting from the use of the semiautomatic defibrillator constitutes gross
negligence or involves wanton or intentional misconduct. -

(c) The provisions of this subsection may not be construed to 1;’}?9; that an

individual to whom s. 146.50 (8g) does not apply and who, in good faith, renders
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SECTION 3
1 emergency care by use of a semiautomatic defibrillator is ineligible for immunity
2 from civil liability under sub. (1).
3 (END)
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-1383/P1dn
FROM THE
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

To Senator Robson:

I am providing you this bill in preliminary form, because the drafted version differs
in several ways from the material proposed and because certain questions remain for
resolution. The following are issues that arose in the course of drafting:

1. In essence, the civil immunity provided in the draft to persons who use
semiautomatic defibrillators rests on completion| by those persons The
training, in turn, must be under a course that is approved by the department ofhealth

and family services (DHFS) as satisfying standards specified by DHFS by rule. Thus,
the immunity cannot apply until DHFS has promulgated rules that establish the
standards and the person has taken training that satisfies those standards. Therefore,
it seems best that the draft have a delayed effective date to give DHFS time to
promulgate the rules. I would recommend January 1 or April 1, 2000. You might also
wish to require DHF'S to submit proposed rules to the Legislative Council by a date that
is several months before the effective date, to ensure that the rules are promulgated
by the effective date. Lastly, you may wish to providle DHFS with emergency
rule-making powers without the necessity of making a finding of emergency, to
promulgate emergency rules prior to the permanent rules.

2. Idid not draft the statement of legislative intent proposed. It is LRB policy not
to draft such statements other than to sustain a possibly—unconstitutional provision
or for recodification bills, neither of which circumstance is presented in this draft.

3. I substituted “person” for the term “person or entity” proposed, s. 146.50 (8g) (b)
(intro.) and (c); the definition of “person” in s. 990.01 (26), stats., which applies, is broad
enough to cover “entity”. I also substituted “possesses” for “acquires? in ss. 146.50 (8g)
(b) (intro.) and (c) and 895.48 (4) (a) 3. so as to avoid the § W Yhat the bill only
applies to persons who obtain semiautomatic defibrillators after the bill’s enactment;
I have presumed that you wanted the bill to apply to any person who has a
semiautomatic defibrillator at the time that the bill is enacted. Lastly, I substituted
“person who appears to be in cardiac arrest” for “person who is in cardiac arrest” to
alzzoid the Waﬂ%cﬁfgt the person using the defibrillator was making a medical
diagnosis (which might constitute the unauthorized practice of medicine). Are these
substitutions acceptable?

4. T am uncertain if I've captured your intent with respect to s. 146.50 (8g) (b) 3. The
language proposed was “There is medical direction from a licensed physician to the
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site’s program to ensure compliance with requirements for training, notification and
maintenancql’_’f I was unsure what a “site”, its “program” and “notification” all related
to because they had no antecedents. Please carefully review the drafted language. (It
is unnecessary to use “licensed” with respect to “physician”, because the term is so
defined in s. 146.50 (1) (m), stats.) I think it odd that a physician would provide medical
direction with respect to maintenance requirements, and, with respect to training, the
training standards are prescribed by rule and the possessor of the defibrillator is
required to ensure that the training is conducted; therefore, I'm not sure that this
provision has any utility or makes sense.

5. Please carefully review s. 895.48 (4). The proposed language for the civil
immunity provisions contained several problems, which I have tried to correct. The
instructions were to delete the first of four proposed provisions concerning the

V6 3 immunity and “add [defibrillator) use to the current WI Good Samaritan law”. Current
bral law, at s. 895.48 (1), stats., provides immunity from civil liability for acts or omissions
in good faith in rendering emergency care; the exception to the immunity is for health
care employes or professionals who render the care for compensation, within the scope
of their usual and customary employment or practice at a hospital, accident scene,
enroute to a hospital or at a physician’s office. In contrast, the proposed exception to
the immunity in the bill is “if the personal injury results from the gross negligence or
willful or wanton misconduct of the person rendering such emergency care”. The
difficulty lies in the fact that these terms conflict with and overlap each other to some
extent. Thus, would a person who acts in good faith but who is grossly negligent or acts
with wanton misconduct be liable? Would a person who is not acting in good faith but
is not negligent be liable? After considering the issue, I deleted “good faith” from s.
895.48 (4) (a). The provision, then, mirrors the treatment in s. 895.482, stats. An
alternative would be to retain “good faith” and “willful misconduct” but to delete “gross
negligence” and “wanton misconduct”. Please let me knowqiuﬁ %cs)u prefer the alternative.

X
6. For s. 895.48 (4) (a) 5., the language proposed @L e person or entity responsible
use 2 for the site where thel@eﬁbrillatoﬂ islocated”) is vague. Please review my alternative.

W . . .
br I will be happy to meet with you or provide any other assistance for this draft.

Debora A. Kennedy
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 266-0137
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February 18, 1999

To Senator Robson:

I am providing you this bill in preliminary form, because the drafted version differs
in several ways from the material proposed and because certain questions remain for
resolution. The following are issues that arose in the course of drafting:

1. In essence, the civil immunity provided in the draft to persons who use
semiautomatic defibrillators rests on completion of training by those persons. The
training, in turn, must be under a course that is approved by the department of health
and family services (DHFS) as satisfying standards specified by DHFS by rule. Thus,
the immunity cannot apply until DHFS has promulgated rules that establish the
standards and the person has taken training that satisfies those standards. Therefore,
it seems best that the draft have a delayed effective date to give DHFS time to
promulgate the rules. I would recommend January 1 or April 1, 2000. You might also
wish to require DHF'S to submit proposed rules to the Legislative Council by a date that
is several months before the effective date, to ensure that the rules are promulgated
by the effective date. Lastly, you may wish to provide DHFS with emergency
rule-making powers without the necessity of making a finding of emergency, to
promulgate emergency rules prior to the permanent rules.

2. Idid not draft the statement of legislative intent proposed. It is LRB policy not
to draft such statements other than to sustain a possibly—unconstitutional provision
or for recodification bills, neither of which circumstance is presented in this draft.

3. I substituted “person” for the term “person or entity” proposed, s. 146.50 (8g) (b)
(intro.) and (c); the definition of “person”in s. 990.01 (26), stats., which applies, is broad
enough to cover “entity”. Ialso substituted “possesses” for “acquires” in ss. 146.50 (8g)
(b) (intro.) and (c) and 895.48 (4) (a) 3. so as to avoid the implication that the bill only
applies to persons who obtain semiautomatic defibrillators after the bill’s enactment,
I have presumed that you wanted the bill to apply to any person who has a
semiautomatic defibrillator at the time that the bill is enacted. Lastly, I substituted
“person who appears to be in cardiac arrest” for “person who is in cardiac arrest” to
avoid the implication that the person using the defibrillator was making a medical
diagnosis (which might constitute the unauthorized practice of medicine). Are these
substitutions acceptable?

4. Tam uncertain if I've captured your intent with respect to s. 146.50 (8g) (b) 3. The
language proposed was “There is medical direction from a licensed physician to the
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site’s program to ensure compliance with requirements for training, notification and
maintenance”. Iwas unsure what a “site”, its “program” and “notification” all related
to because they had no antecedents. Please carefully review the drafted language. (It
is unnecessary to use “licensed” with respect to “physician”, because the term is so
defined in s. 146.50 (1) (m), stats.) Ithink it odd that a physician would provide medical
direction with respect to maintenance requirements, and, with respect to training, the
training standards are prescribed by rule and the possessor of the defibrillator is
required to ensure that the training is conducted; therefore, ’'m not sure that this
provision has any utility or makes sense.

5. Please carefully review s. 895.48 (4). The proposed language for the civil
immunity provisions contained several problems, which I have tried to correct. The
instructions were to delete the first of four proposed provisions concerning the
immunity and “add [defibrillator] use to the current WI Good Samaritan law”. Current
law, at s. 895.48 (1), stats., provides immunity from civil liability for acts or omissions
in good faith in rendering emergency care; the exception to the immunity is for health
care employes or professionals who render the care for compensation, within the scope
of their usual and customary employment or practice at a hospital, accident scene,
enroute to a hospital or at a physician’s office. In contrast, the proposed exception to
the immunity in the bill is “if the personal injury results from the gross negligence or
willful or wanton misconduct of the person rendering such emergency care”. The
difficulty lies in the fact that these terms conflict with and overlap each other to some
extent. Thus, would a person who acts in good faith but who is grossly negligent or acts
with wanton misconduct be liable? Would a person who is not acting in good faith but
is not negligent be liable? After considering the issue, I deleted “good faith” from s.
895.48 (4) (a). The provision, then, mirrors the treatment in s. 895.482, stats. An
alternative would be to retain “good faith” and “willful misconduct” but to delete “gross
negligence” and “wanton misconduct”. Please let me know if you prefer the alternative.

6. For s. 895.48 (4) (a) 5., the language proposed (“the person or entity responsible
for the site where the [defibrillator] is located”) is vague. Please review my alternative.

I will be happy to meet with you or provide any other assistance for this draft.

Debora A. Kennedy
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 266-0137
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Recommended Changes
3/3/99

Question #1

Recommendation: The department has indicated that rules are not necessary to approve
this curriculum. Therefore, delete all references to rule-making for the department. Law

should be effective upon being published.

¥ Page 3, line 11, after “department”, delete “under par. (e). - We‘v‘a -
_Page 4, line 6, after “department”, insert “.” and delete “by rule”
Page 4, delete lines 7-9.

Page 4, insert “this bill becomes effective upon enactment and publication of the law.”
(or something to thateffect) 2 2 LWOhare 22 Noj wunus ctasancy

/Question #2

ok as presented

~Question #3
ok as presented

Question #4

Recommendation: The intent was that the medical direction be provided for the training
program, not for the individual user. As a result, all references to the physician medical
director can be deleted, except for the reference to the training program (page 3, line 6 as
revised below)

" :
> Page 3, line 5, after “-defibrillation” delete through line 6, insert “may use an AED if A H’\f&i ~
W*’( . they have received training in a course overseen by a physicianfnedical directopand @b aden

o8 T a proved by the department.”
\o” P 2 b
7 AL Gl e,

Page 3, delete lines 7-21.

-

Note: The written notification of the presence of the AED, addresses the intent of
creating a connection with the local EMS providers as to where AEDs are
placed/present in a community.

Page 3, line 22, after “shall”, delete “notify” and insert “provide written notification to”
Page 3, line 23, after “s.146.55(2)", insert “.” and delete through line 24.

"\ Under 146.50 (8g), create a definition for notification such that:
“written notification shall include the following information: the location of the
defibrillator on premises; the intended usage area of the defibrillator and the type of

defibrillator.” ;\)o'{h RS Y o Ao W ad b d 4o 1Y Lo . 50(%,\\( )

Question #5 and #6



TN

/fage 3, line 10, after “training”, delete “in the use every 24 months” — MAM-\ be A~ 1

Recommendation: The intent is to provide Good Samaritan protection for those who use
and provide AEDs. Therefore, the immunity language can be simplified tremendously
by modifying the current Good Samaritan statute as follows:

s. 895.48 (1) is amended as follows:
“For purposes of this section, ‘emergency care or treatment’ includes providing _
emergency medical care or treatment by using or providingan AED.” — 3 Asu’t ot s

3 2q = d (Y neueoand,
Page 4 and 5, delete Section 3 of the bill. \ &}F“@u @ 1w haat e

Mcg.,,_’yq'\'no_u;ul{ t e M.@cmd +o
v dlia € Gans e +Lue ‘j od
LU}W

Other provisions/recommendations:

-
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DAK:wlj:§

‘end 146.50 (13) (b); and Zo create 146.50 (8g) and 895.48 (4) of the

statutes; relating to: limitations on and requirements for use of

semiautomatic defibrillators by individuals other than emergency medical

technicians and first responders — defibrillation providing civil immunity

- W@ wactte cod -
for the usWu‘ : Lo 04 wor

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the department of health and fam;lly serv1ces (D
certifies erdefgghey i 1578 st Fes cfibrilletion)to
perform deﬁbnllatlon (admxmstermg an electncal unpulse to an 1nd1v1dua1’s heart
to stop a disturbance in its normal rhythm) by use of automatic, semiautomatic or
manual defibrillators. Standards for the certification are prescribed by DHFS by
rule. In addition, emergency medical technicians and persons who have completed
requirements for certification as first responders — defibrillation by DHFS are
authorized to use automatic or semiautomatic defibrillators under limitations
prescribed by DHFS by rule. A county, city, town, village or hospital, or a combination
of any of these, or an ambulance service prov1der under a plan approved by DHFS,
may conduct an emergency medical services program that uses emergency medical
technicians ~ paramedics for the delivery of emergency medical care to sick, disabled
or injured individuals at the scene of an emergency and during transport to a
hospital. .
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This bill requiresa p ce provider, emergency
medical technician or firs responder - deﬁbnlla ioh but who possesses a
[ semiautomatic defibrillator to :

I 1. That individuals who

/

g

‘ nably be expected to use the
’t | semiautomatic defibrillator to provid gmergepCy care and treatment to a person
/  who appears tobe in cardiac arrest receivy trajfiing in the use every 24 months under
a course that DHFS approves under standafds prescribed by rule.
That the de anllator is maintaifed\and tested under the manufacturer’s
guidelines.
. That a physician provxdes ov all medic
and deﬁbnllator maintenance requirements.

4. That any individual whofenders emergency care or treatment by using the
defibrillator on a person who appears to be in cardiac Arrest contacts the nearest
emergency services program/4s soon as possible and reportsthe use to the physician
who provides overall medjéal direction. ‘

In addition, the bilf requires that &as/person who posseskes a semiautomatic
defibrillator notify jKe nearest emergency medical services\ program of the

e

irection with réspect to training

——

defibrillator’s locatjén and typgr ™ oudl —eucney
The bill autKorizes a person, other than an emergency medicaltechnician or
first responder £ defibrillation, to operate a semiautomatic defibrillator
emergency c4re or treatment to a person who appears to be in cardiac g
immunified from civil liability such a person, the physician who provideg
medicaldi ectlon the possessor of the semlautomatlc deﬁbrlllator the
Yoviger ang~yNes L 80QR 0 2 h e ) £ NG
.JT:-- iztdrais10eabody The 1mmumty does not extend to acts or omissions that

— fonstitute gross negligence grwartenzor-imtertionat Misvonduet.
INSERA =For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be

ANAL printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. 146.50 (8g) of the statutes is created to read:

2 146.50 (8g) SPECIAL USE OF SEMIAUTOMATIC DEFIBRILLATORS. (a) In this
3 subsection:

4 _ 1. “Cardiac arrest” means the sudden cessation of cardiac function and the
5 disappearance of arterial blood pressure that connote ventricular fibrillation or
6

pulseless ventricular tachycardia.
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SECTION 1

1 2. “Pulseless ventricular tachycardia” means g disturbance in the norms;.l

2 rhythm of the heart that is characterized by‘rapid electrical activi ;)fthe heart with
no cardiac output. k\o-hg‘.%ud-uug Su b . (U%\\ (&Y c«»& ®) (&) oo

gpoRdaer defibrillation but—Who_cedld LASOITADLY pxpeete iuseh
on wndotu duod,

semiautomatic defibrillator in rendenng emergency care or treatment to d’pfefsen
£ Hhe parson oz vecrived))

who appears to be in cardiac arrest Jebé.\m training inthe usezevery-24-ertths

$or whidho S 5303;-0\
a course that is approved by the department under par, £@)., Sevw<ss ae Sxcak
7 FYOTYS SSEPY Y

8
12 2. Thatthe semxautomat:c deﬁbnllator 1s maintained and tested irraccordance L
13 with any operation ideli . f
entity specified in par. (b) (intro.)

23 nearest emergency medical services program under s. 146.55(2) @ﬁ:e'deﬁfbnﬁateﬁs% 1
! H
24  ldcatiohand typpr (woerr 3-241) do oat A w-Bu Lollo
< K o ' ), Propde ponillon
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SECTION 1

(d) Notwithstanding vidual who meets the

requirements of ions of this subsection operate a

emiautomatic defibrillator that meets the requirements o . (b) 2.

(@) The department shall review training courses for the use of a semiautomatic
wndaa This sulise CU&-V\D

2

3

@
@ defibrillator| and may approve those training courses that satisfy standards for
® .

7

8

9

approval that are specified by the department b‘ym@

SECTION 2. 146.50 (13) i to read:

146.50 (18) (b) The de lgate rules under subs. (8) (b), (c)

and (e), (8 —
10 SECTION 3. 895.48 (4) of the statutes is created to read:
11 895.48 (4) (a) Any of the following who meets the applicable requirements of

12 s. 146.50 (8g) and who acts within the applicable limitations of s. 146.50 (8g) is
@ immune from civil liability for the acts or omissions of afirindividual whe-rerders,

14 -emergency care by use of a semiautomatic defibrillator under s. 146.50 (8g) to an

15 individual who appears to be in cardiac arrest:
_ Ehio
@ 1. The individisd who renders the care.

@ ' 2. The physician specified in s. 146.50 (8g) (b) §. (é\"oovl&-b«nd )
3. The person who Mm@;emiautomaﬁé defibrillatoy/ as specified in s.

24
25
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SECTION 3

y not be construed to imply that an

50 (8g) does not applx and who, in good faith, renders
tare by use of a semiautomatic; deﬁbrillafor is ineligiblér for 1mmumty
from civil liability under sub. (1). {* -
§-4C 5 (END)
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JINSERT ANAL

Currently, under the “Good Samaritan law”, a person who in good faith renders
emergency care at the scene of an emergency or accident is immune from civil
liability for his or her acts or omissions in rendering the emergency care. This
immunity does not apply to employes who are trained in health care or who are
health care professionals in rendering emergency care for compensation and within
the scope of their usual and customary employment or practice at or enroute to a
hospital, at a physician’s office or at the scene of an emergency or accident.

This bill authorizes use of a semiautomatic defibrillator in rendering
emergency care or treatment to an individual who appears to be in cardiac arrest, by
a person other than an ambulance service provider, emergency medical technician
or a first respondeg—defibrillation, if the person has received training in a course for
which a physician serves as medical director and that is approved by DHFS. The bill
requires a person who provides a semiautomatic defibrillator for use to provide
written notification to the nearest emergency medical services program as to the type
of defibrillator, its location on the person’s premises and its intended usage area and
to ensure that the semiautomatic defibrillator is maintained and tested in
accordance with any operational guidelines of the manufacturer.

The bill provides immunity from civil liability for the acts or omissions of a
person, other than an ambulance service provider, emergency medical technician or
first responder—defibrillation, who has received training in a course approved by
DHFS, in rendering in good faith emergency care, by use of a semiautomatic
defibrillator, to an individual who appears to be in cardiac arrest. The bill also
provides immunity from civil liability for the physician who serves as medical
director for the training course, the person who makes available the semiautomatic
defibrillator for use and the provider of the required training. The immunity does
not extend to a person whose act or omission in using the semiautomatic defibrillator
or in making it available constitutes gross negligence. The immunity also does not
extend to a health care professional (other than the medical director for the training
course) who renders emergency care for compensation and within the scope of his or
her usual and customary employment or practice at or enroute to a hospital, at a
physician’s office or at the scene of an emergency or accident.

Lastly, the bill requires DHFS to review training courses for the use of a
semiautomatic defibrillator and authorizes DHFS to approve those courses that
satisfy DHFS’ standards for approval.
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& INSERT 3-24

The notification shall include information as to the type of the semiautomatic
defibrillator, the location of the defibrillator on the premises of the person énd the
intended usage area for the defibrillator.
6{( 2. Ensure that the semiautomatic defibrillator is maintained and tested in

accordance with any operational guidelines of the manufacturer.

INSERT 5-4 /
2. Oi_:her than a physician, as specified under par. (a) 2., a health care

professional who renders emergency care for compensation and within the scope of
his or her usual and customary employment or practice at a hospital or other
institution equipped with hospital facilities, at the scene of an emergency or accident;
enroute to a hospital or other institution equipped with hospital facilities or at a

physician’s office.
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Date: 3/16/99 To: Senator Robson
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Topic
Use of automated external defibrillators

Subject(s)

Health - emergency med services /Z/ ‘
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1. JACKET the draft for introduction
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allow one day for the preparation of the required copies.
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revenues, you have the option to request the fiscal estimate prior to introduction. If you choose to
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