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AN CeX

AN AcCT..; relating to: authority to modify speed limits within historic districts.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the department of transportation (DOT) and local highway
authorities may increase or decrease the maximum speed limit applicable to
highways under their respective jurisdiction if DOT or the local highway authorities
determine that the current maximum speed limit in effect is not reasonable or safe
or that the current actual speed of traffic is not reasonable or prudent.

This bill allows DOT*nd local highway authorities to reduce a maximum speed
limit for a highway within a designated historic district to a speed limit that is
consistent with preserving the district’s historical character. The speed limit may
be reduced only if DOT or the local highway authorities determine, based on an
engineering and traffic investigation, that the current speed limit is not reasonable
for the preservation of the historical character of the district.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. 349.11 (1) (c) of the statutes is created to read:
paxa
349.11 (1) (c) 1. In thisjsectisn, “historic district” means an area that is listed
srate.
on the national register ofélistoric places in Wisconsin, the /:Btat register of historic
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places or a certified local register of historic property, as defined in s. 101.121 (2) (a).
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SECTION 1

/
2. Whenever the department with respect to the state trunk highway system

or local authorities with respect to highways under their jurisdiction determines
upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that any statutory speed
limit applicable to a highway within or adjoining a historic district is greater than
is reasonable for the preservation of the historical character of the district, the
department with respect to the state trunk highway system or the local authorities
with respect to highways under their jurisdiction may, subject to the limitations set
forth in subs. (2) and (3)%1etermine and declare a reasonable and safe speed limit on
the highway or part thereofin question. When appropriate signs giving notice of the
speed limit declared under this subdivision\{ave been erected and are in place, such
speed limit shall be effective at all times.

(END)



DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-2504/1
FROM THE
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

March 16, 1999

Sen. Burke:

Because current law already allows the reduction of a speed limit that is found to be
unreasonable or unsafe, I restructured the proposed draft a little to allow for the
reduction of a speed limit that is reasonable and safe, but that is inconsistent with the
goal of preserving the historic character of a historical district. OK?

Paul E. Nilsen
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-6926
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The attached draft is submitted for your inspection. Please check each part carefully, proofread each word, and
sign on the appropriate line(s) below.

Date: 3/18/99 To: Senator Burke

Relating to LRB drafting number: LRB-2504

Topic
Authority to reduce speed limits in historical districts

Subject(s)

Transportation - traffic laws

1. JACKET the draft for introduction é @VW

v
in the Senate 2 ; or the Assembly (check only one). Only the requester under whose name the

drafting request is entered in the LRB’s drafting records may authorize the draft to be submitted. Please
allow one day for the preparation of the required copies.

2. REDRAFT. See the changes indicated or attached

A revised draft will be submitted for your approval with changes incorporated.

3. Obtain FISCAL ESTIMATE NOW, prior to introduction

If the analysis indicates that a fiscal estimate is required because the proposal makes an appropriation or
increases or decreases existing appropriations or state or general local government fiscal liability or
revenues, you have the option to request the fiscal estimate prior to introduction. If you choose to
introduce the proposal without the fiscal estimate, the fiscal estimate will be requested automatically upon
introduction. It takes about 10 days to obtain a fiscal estimate. Requesting the fiscal estimate prior to
introduction retains your flexibility for possible redrafting of the proposal.

If you have any questions regarding the above procedures, please call 266-3561. If you have any questions

relating to the attached draft, please feel free to call me.

Paul E. Nilsen, Legislative Attorney
Telephone: (608) 261-6926



