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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
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AN ACT to repeal 118.33 (1) (cm) and 118.33 (1) (e); and to create 118.33 (1m)

of the statutes; relating to: high school graduation requirements.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, beginning in the 2002-03 school year a school board may
not grant a high school diploma to a pupil unless the pupil passes a statewide
examination or an examination developed or approved by the school board. A school
board must excuse the pupil from the examination if the pupil’s parent or guardian
sorequests. The school board must develop alternative criteria for evaluating a pupil
who does not take the examination. A school board may grant a high school diploma
to a pupil who has been excused from the examination if he or she satisfies all of the
other criteria for high school graduation and satisfies the alternative criteria.

This bill directs each school board to adopt a written policy specifying the
criteria for granting a pupil a high school diploma. The criteria must include the
pupil’s score on the high school graduation examination (unless the pupil is excused
from taking the examination), and may include the pupil’s academic performance,
the recommendations of teachers and any other criteria specified by the school board.
Beginning in the 2002-03 school year, the bill provides that a school board may not
grant a high school diploma to a pupil unless the pupil satisfies the criteria specified
in the school board’s policy. S
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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill. '

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SeEcTiON 1. 118.33 (1) (cm) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 2. 118.33 (1) (e) of the statutes is repealed.

SeEcTION 3. 118.33 (1m) of the statutes is created to read:

118.33 (1m) (a) Each school board shall adopt a written policy specifying the
criteria for granting a high school diploma to a pupil that are in addition to the
requirements under sub. (1). The criteria shall include the pupil’s score on the
examination administered under s. 118.30 (1m) (d), unless the pupil has been
excused from taking the examination under s. 118.30 (2) (b), and may include the
pupil’s academic performance, the recommendations of teachers and any other

criteria specified by the school board. A school board shall provide a pupil with at

~ least 4 opportunities in the high school grades to take the examination under s.

118.30 (1m) (d).

'(b) Beginning on September 1,2002, a school board may not graht a high school
diplomé toa pupil unless the pupil satisfies the critéria feesfemhatien specified in the
school board’s policy under par. (a).

(END)



«AL LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU
M Legal Section Telephone: 266-3561
5th Floor, 100 N. Hamilton Street

The attached draft is submitted for your inspection. Please check each part carefully, proofread each word, and
sign on the appropriate line(s) below.

Date: 3/8/99 To: Senator Darling

Relating to LRB drafting number: LRB-2371

Topic
Criteria for granting a high school diploma

Subject(s)
Education - school boards
1. JACKET the draft for introduction )<

or the Assembly (check only one). Only the requester under whose name the

in the Senate
drafting reqdest is entered in the LRB’s drafting records may authorize the draft to be submitted. Please
allow one day for the preparation of the required copies.

2. REDRAFT. See the changes indicated or attached

A revised draft will be submitted for your approval with changes incorporated.

3. Obtain FISCAL ESTIMATE NOW, prior to introduction

If the analysis indicates that a fiscal estimate is required because the proposal makes an appropriation or
increases or decreases existing appropriations or state or general local government fiscal liability or
revenues, you have the option to request the fiscal estimate prior to introduction. If you choose to
introduce the proposal without the fiscal estimate, the fiscal estimate will be requested automatically upon
introduction. It takes about 10 days to obtain a fiscal estimate. Requesting the fiscal estimate prior to
introduction retains your flexibility for possible redrafting of the proposal.

If you have any questions regarding the above procedures, please call 266-3561. If you have any questions

relating to the attached draft, please feel free to call me.

Peter R. Grant, Managing Attorney
Telephone: (608) 267-3362



