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OH WISCONSIN, LAND OF MY DREAMS @ 1993
By Shari A. Sarazin and Erma Barrett
408-847~72958

Oh Wisconsin, land of beaut%

With your hillsides and your plainsg
With your jackpine and your birch tree
And vour oak of mighty frame,

Land of rivers, lakes and valleys,
Land of warmth and winter snows,

© Land of birds and beasts and humanzty
Oh Nxauonsxw 1 love you so,

Choruss 0Oh wlecmnsxn land of my dreams
Oh wisrmn51m vou're all I'11 ever need.
A little heaven here on earth could you be,
Oh Wisconsin,land of my dreams,

In the summer golden grain fields,
In the winter drift of white snow,
In the springtime robins’ singing,

In the autumn flaming colors show.

Oh I wonder who could wander

Or who could want to drift for long
Away from all youwr beauty

All your sunshine all your sweet song,

Chorus: Oh Wisconsin land of my dreams
Oh Wisconsin you're all I°11 ever need
A little heaven here on earth could you be
Oh Wisconsin land of my dreams
Tag: And when it’'s time let my spirit run free
In Wisconsin land of my dreams
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SHARI A. SRRAZIN
Il

P.O. BOX 357 ¢ MAUSTON, WI 53948
Phone 608-847-7295 ¢ Fax 608-847-6329

December 17, 1998

DEC 1 8 1998

Senator Dale Schultz
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, WI 53707-7882

Dear Senator Schultz,

I am writing to ask for your help with a matter very dear to my heart. As my state senator, I was hoping you might
consider authoring a bill to make my original song about Wisconsin, “Oh Wisconsin, Land Of My Dreams,”c

Wisconsin’s official state ballad.

I am almost sure you have heard the song, but let me give you some background information. In the late 1920°s, a
farm girl from Juneau County, Erma Barrett, took out her journal and wrote a beautiful poem about Wisconsin. In
October 1993, I took thy grandmother’s heartfelt words and set them to music in a song I entitled, “Oh Wisconsin,
Land Of My Dreams.”c Since it’s fir§t performance in November 1993 when Governor Thompson came to Mauston
for a grant presentation, “Oh Wisconsin, Land Of My dreams”c has been requested at many Wisconsin events. Each
time I perform the song, it is very graciously received and emotionally stirring for many. Performances of the song
include: Wisconsin Main Street Ceremonies, Wisconsin State Republican District Caucus, State Republican
Campaign Kick-off, Wisconsin State Republican Convention, 190/94 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, Great Midwest
Talent Show, Wisconsin Innkeepers Convention, Wisconsin Senate Swearing-in Ceremonies, Governor’s
Conference On Tourism, U.S. Army Appreciation Reception, Memorial Day Services in Lime Ridge, Richland
Center, Reedsburg, and New Lisbon, 128th ACS Change Of Command Ceremonies, National Conference Of State
Legislators, U.S. Army-Fort McCoy Community Reception, Wisconsin State Tourism Reception, Discover
Wisconsin Television and Radio Shows, Volk Field Air National Guard Reception, Wisconsin Restaurant
Association Awards Banquet, Postage Stamp Ceremonies during Statehood Day at the Capitol, Volk Field Airforce
Base Fly-In, Milwaukee State Fair, Concerts On The Square, Hustlerfest, Heritage Days, and The Elroy

Sesquicentennial Celebration.

On a number of different occasions, I have been urged by listeners to pursue the idea of having this song become the
state’s official ballad. The eighth grade class at St. Patrick’s Catholic School in Mauston, along with their teacher
Mary Beth Crowley, would be willing to participate in the progression of this bill as a class project.

I am enclosing a tape cassette of the song and a lyric sheet. I would like to sincerely thank you for taking the time to
consider my song and for any help you could give me in this matter. It has always been-a wish of mine to honor my
grandmother’s memory by having “Oh Wisconsin, Land Of My Dreams,”c become our official state ballad. Ihope

to hear from you soon!

Very Sincerely,

hari A. Sarazin
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1933 SENATE BILL 513

December 7, 1983 ~— Introduced by Senators Otte, NORQUIST and VAN SISTINE.
Referred to Cammittee on Urban Affalrs and Government Operations.

,1 AN ACT to amend 1.10 of the statutes, relating to designating the tuba as
2 Wisconsin's musical instrument.
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B
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill designates the tuba as the state musical instrument of
Wisconsin and requires the Wisconsin Blue Boock to ianclude that
information,
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The people of the state of Wisconsin, represcnted in senate and assembly,

do enact as follows:

3 SECTION 1. 1,10 of the statutes, as affccted by 1983 Wisconsin Act

4 33, is amcnded to read:

5 1.0  STATE SONG AND STATE SYMBOLS. The Wisconsin state song is "Om,

6 Wisconsin", music writtenm by W. T. Purdy, the words to which are as
7 follows: '"On, Wisconsin! On, Wisconsin! Grand old badger state! We, thy
8 Joyal sons and daughters, Hail thee, good and great. On, Wiscomsin! On,
9  Wisconsin! Champion of the right, 'Forward', our motto--Bod will give thee

10 might!". The statc symbols are as follows: The tuba is_the state musical

11 instrument; the mourning dove (zenaidura macroura corolinensis limnaus) is

12 the symbol of peace; the Wisconsin state tree is the sugar maple (acer

13 sacchearum); the Wisconsin state [(lower is the wood vicolet (viola

14 papilionacea); the Wisconsin state bird is the robin (turdus migratorius);
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the Wisconsin state fish is the muskcllunge (Esox masquinongy masquinongy
Mitchell); the Wisconsin state animal is the badger (taxides taxus); the
Wisconsin domestic animal 1is the dairy cow (bos taurus); the Wisconsin
wildlife animal is the whitc-tailed deer (odocéileus virginianus); the
Wisconsin state insect is the honey bec (apis mellifera); the Wiscousin
state mineral is the galena (lead sulphide); the Wisconsin state =rock is
the red granite; and the Wisconsin state soil is the Antigo silt loanm
(typic glossoboralf). The Wisconsin Blue Book shall include the informa-
tion co;tained' 1%‘ this section concerning the state song, musical
instrxument, tree, flower, bird, fish, animal, domestic animal, wildlife

animal, insect, mineral, rock and soil.

(End)
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AN AcT .; relating to: designating “Oh Wisconsin, Land of My Dreams” as the

Wisconsin state ballad.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, “On Wisconsin” is the Wisconsin state song and the
Wisconsin Blue Book is required to include that information. This bill designates
“Oh Wisconsin, Land of My Dreams” as the Wisconsin state ballad and requires the
JNSET Wisconsin Blue Book to include that information.

FESL

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: -

— SECTION 1. 1.10/{of the statutes is renumbered 1.10 (I)Aand amended to read:

. AN g are balld SYA%E mIce-and state sy ‘A
N
seng,-state-danee—and—staee—@ STATE SONGg) The Wisconsin state song is

plain
“On, Wisconsin”, music written by W. T. Purdy, the words to which are as follows: “On,

not Wisconsin! On, Wisconsin! Grand old badger state! We, thy loyal sons and daughters,
Hail thee, good and great. On, Wisconsin! On, Wisconsin Champion of the right,

‘Forward’, our motto — God will give thee might!”.
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SECTION 1

(3) _STATE DANCE. The Wisconsin state dance is the polka.
(4) . StaTE sYMBOLS. The state symbols are as follows:
(a) The mourning dove (zenaidura macroura corolinensis linnaus) is the
symbol of peace;the.
(b) The Wisconsin state beverage is milk;the.
(c) The Wisconsin state tree is the sugar maple (acer saccharum);the.
(d) The Wisconsin state grain is corn (Zea mays);-the.
(e) The Wisconsin state flower is the wood violet (viola papilionacea);-the.
(f) The Wisconsin state bird is the robin (turdus migratorius);the.
(g) "The Wisconsin state fish is the muskellunge (Esox masquinongy
masquinongy Mitchell);-the.
(h)_The Wisconsin state animal is the badger (taxidea taxus);-the.
(i) The Wisconsin domestic animal is the dairy cow (bos taurus);-the.
(1) ~The Wisconsin wildlife animal is the white-tailed deer (odocoileus
virginianus);-the.
(k) The Wisconsin state dog is the American water spaniel;-the.
The Wisconsin state insect is the honey bee (apis mellifera);the,.
(m) The Wisconsin state fossil is the trilobite (calymene celebra);-the,
(n) The Wisconsin state mineral is the galena (lead sulfide);-the.
(0) The Wisconsin state rock is the red granite;-and-the,
Antigo silt loam (typic glossoboralf).

(p) The Wisconsin state soil is-the
Z ) /\INFORMATION REQUIRED IN ] E@K.The Wisconsin Blue Book shall

U
>
include the information contained ixf this 4ection concerning the state song, ballad,
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SECTION 1

dance, beverage, tree, grain, flower, bird, fish, animal, domestic animal, wildlife

animal, dog, insect, fossil, mineral, rock and soil.

Y129, 167, 228, 307, 1977 c. 326%3 1985 a. 162, 295, 332 1987 a. 279; 1989 a. 162; 1993 a. 411.
SECTION 2. 1.10 (2) of the statutes is created to read:

c.

1.10 (2) STATE BALLAD. The Wisconsin state ballad is “Oh Wisconsin, Land of
My Dreams”, music written by Shari A. Sarazin and lyrics written by Erma Barrett,
the words to which are as follows: “Oh Wisconsin, land of beauty, With your hillsides
and your plains, With your jackpine and your birch tree, And your oak of mighty
frame. Land of rivers, lakes and valleys, Land of warmth and winter snows, Land of
birds and beasts and humanity, Oh Wisconsin, I love you so. (chorus) Oh Wisconsin,
land of my dreams, Oh Wisconsin, you're all I'll ever need. A little heaven here on
earth could you be, Oh Wisconsin, land of my dreams. In the summer golden grain
fields, In the winter drift of white snow, In the springtime robins singing, In the

autumn flaming colors show. Oh I wonder who could wander, Or who could want to

drift for long, Away from all your beauty, All your sunshine, all your sweet song.
(repeat chorus) And when it’s time let my spirit run free, In Wisconsin, land of my

dreams.”.

(END)

Saxon #£. CK; 110 (hHe
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