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Amend Chapter 9, Wisconsin Statutes, 9.01 (1) to read as follows:

9.01 Recount. (1) (&®

2. Ifthe difference between the votes cast for the leading candidate and those
cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative and negative
votes cast upon any referendum questions is at least 10 if 1,000 or less votes
are cast or at least .5% if more than 1,000 votes are cast, the petitioner shall
pay all actual and attributable recount costs (as determined by the state
elections board and the county or municipal clerk) for each ward for
which the petition requests a ballot recount, or the actual and
attributable recount costs for each municipality (as determined by the
state elections board and municipal clerk) where no wards exist.

3. A deposit or bond equal to 50% of the anticipated recount costs shall be
paid to the state elections board or the county or municipal clerk, or all
fees shall be prepaid in cash or another form of payment which is acceptable
to the officer to whom they are paid. No petition for which a fee is required is
valid unless the proper fee is paid or deposit on bond posted at the time of
filing. If a deposit or bond is posted to initiate a recount, the balance or
remainder of applicable costs shall be due and payable by the petitioner
within thirty (30) days of notification of the amount due by the state
elections board or the county or municipal clerk.

DRAFT: REV 02/01/99
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1 AN ACT /; relating to: payment and amount of fees for recount of elections.

\jcl-sz’ UM Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a person requesting a recount of an election generally must
e of $5%or each ward for which a recount is requested and $5 for each

by where no wards exist. However, current law does not require a fee if
the difference between the leading candidate and tl:lz? petitioner or the affirmative
and negative gefr@adpmparehi@is was less than X) Otes, if 1,000 or less votes were

cast, or less than 0.5% of the total votes cast, if greater than 1,000 votes were c: ’? AP
A petitioner must pay any fee in full at the time he or she files the petition. | Wl V1
This bill changes the amount of this fee to equal the actual cost of perfo; 1ng ﬁ‘ "f

the recount I? g,ddmon this bill changes the procedure for paying this fee, allowing |, an&
www apetbitior ays after filing the pet1t10n to either pay the entire estlmate d fee in
full or post a patfo

D
L g recrairen
[ e c{*\‘”’? For further inf drmation see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
. At printed as an appendix to this bill.
N

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

2 SEcTiON 1. 9.01 (1) (a)Jof the statutes is amended to read:
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SEcTION 1

9.01 (1) (a) Any candidate voted for at any election or any elector who voted

upon any referendum question at any election may request a recount. The petitioner

shall file a verified petition or petitions accompanied-by-the-fee-preseribed-in-par:
v Sigh comno »
(ag)ifany.with the proper clerk or body under par. (ar) not earlier than the time of
completion of the canvass and not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day following
the last meeting day of the municipal or county board of canvassers determining the
election for that office or on that referendum question or, if more than one board of
canvassers makes the determination not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day
following the last meeting day of the last board of canvassers which makes a
determination. If the chairperson of the board makes the determination for the office
or the referendum question, the petitioner shall file the petition not earlier than the
last meeting day of the last county board of canvassers to make a statement in the
election or referendum and not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day following
the day on which the elections board receives the last statement from a county board
of canvassers for the election or referendum. Each verified petition shall state that
at the election the petitioner was a candidate for the office in question or that he or
she voted on the referendum question in issue; that the petitioner is informed and
believes that a mistake or fraud has been committed in a specified ward or
municipality in the counting and return of the votes cast for the office or upon the
question; or shall specify any other defect, irregularity or illegality in the conduct of
the election. The petition shall specify each ward, or each municipality where no
wards exist, in which a recount is desired. If a recount is requested for all wards
within a jurisdiction, each ward need not be specified. The petition may be amended
to include information discovered as a result of the investigation of the board of

canvassers or chairperson of the board after the filing of the petition, if the petitioner
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moves to -amend the petition as soon as possible after the petitioner discovered or
reasonably should have discovered the information which is the subject of the
amendment and the petitioner was unable to include information in the original
petition.

SECTION 2. 9.01 (1) (ad) of the statutes is created to read:

9.01 (1) (ad) Upon receiving a petition for a recount, the clerk or body receiving
the petition shall reasonably estimateém fee due under par. ‘(/ag)‘./ The clerk or body
shall provide the petitioner with the estimatefolor@ (SR e sdn:

C@W

SECTION 3. 9.01 (1) (ag) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 1.
preseribed-in thisparagraph- If the difference between the votes cast for the leading

candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative

and negative votes cast upon any referendum question is less than 10 if 1,000 or less
votes are cast or less than é%‘mJof the total votes cast for the office or on the
question if more than 1,000 votes are cast, the petitioner is not required to pay a fee.
SECTION 4. 9.01 (1) (ag) 2’.] of the statutes is amended to read: |
9.01 (1) (ag) 2. Ifthe difference between the votes cast for the leading candidate
and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative and
negative votes cast upon any referendum question is at least 10 if 1,000 or less votes

!
are cast or at least -5% 0.5% if more than 1,000 votes are cast, the petitioner shall

pay a fee o£$5-for equal to the actual cost of performing the recount in each ward for
which the petition requests a ballot recount, or $5-for equal to the actual cost of

performing the recount in each municipality where no wards exist. The clerk or body

J oe
receiving the petition shall determine the fee due under this subdivision.‘rf w:;i:
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1 SECTION 5. 9.01 (1) (ag) 2m. of the stat is cate‘t(i to,fe?iﬁ Agner 1S r,eé“ M{}
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2 9.01 (1) (ag) 2m. Except as provided un % ,\the petitioner shall provide P;j o
f
3 the clerk or body receiving the petition with a’bond furnished by a surety company wde

0 o ALPOSI* Chd 0
4 authorized to do business in this state. The bond Ehall be equal to 50% of the fee ’
or degusit d(or &4(3%

5 estimated under par. (ad)l The petitioner ghall provide the bond\ hafore i«
% oies
-\ (’(6 @@D@w filing the petition. u , Cpeef
(f\ & 28, JFenTe ~
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SECTION 7. 9.01 (1) (ag) 3m.of the statutes is created to read

4 / . 9 3 i :
Qw/ 9.01(1) (ag) 3m. The petitioner shall pay any balance owing toward the fee due

S Pthm@g
16 under subd. 2@71th1n 30 days after the clerk or body receiving the petition natdies

o M \(09\%\ o worilien stellment
%& 17 the petitionerYof the amount due.
< J
18 SECTION 8. 9.01 (1) (ar) 3. of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (ar) 3. Upon fecelpt of a valid petltlon and any guesd\w
(s 2 \Am . » P‘\}'"MMT‘ U dte par ag)g ,

M)hem,oszey F 6

s:mﬂﬁ reeeVos MVE@ : 2
canvassers. Meﬂa valid petitior and any ERAMEAUDK bond equired under o &4 1zv
th Lema BB NNA _‘"‘
22 U A '!‘ww ; he b oard shall promptly by certified mail or other expeditious
23 means order the proper county boards of canvassers to commence the recount /(%V
24 County boards of canvassers shall convene no later than 9 a.m. on the day followmg #

25 receipt of an order and may adjourn for not more than one day at a time until the
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1 recount is completed in the county, except that the board may permit extension of the

time for adjournment. Returns from a recount ordered by the board shall be

transmitted to the office of the board as soon as possible, but in no case later than

2
3
4 13 days from the date of the order of the board directing the recount. The chairperson
5 of the board may not make a determination in any election if a recount is pending
6 before any county board of canvassers in that election. The chairperson of the board
7 need not recount actual ballots, But shall verify the returns of the county boards of

8 canvassers in making his or her determinations.

g SECTION 9. Iint1al appllcablhty. =

10 (1) This act first applies to petitions for recounts filed on the effective date of
11 this subsection.

12 (END)
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1. Under this draft, the yecount fee is unknown at the time of fili }g because thy fee
.¥9.01 (1) (ad), the

to 50% of the estimated fee. Please review the timeline for this proceduré and let me
__know if the procedure 1s&con81stent with your intent.

21t was/not clearto ether you 1ntended to requ1re
a\t hé time of filing/or i tend to al a petjti
ft allows a petitioneri to ost nd but tadepos1t Please et

lowed under this draft is equal to 50% of the estimated fee. This bond
would not ensure that the fee is paid in full, if the petitioner fails to pay. In effect, the
petitioner would be receiving unsecured credit equal to 50% of the estimated recount
fee. Please let me know if you would like any changes to this bond requirement.

Robert J. Marchant

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 2614454

E-mail: Robert.Marchant@legis.state.wi.us
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March 18, 1999

1. Under this draft, the recount fee is unknown at the time of filing because the fee
is the actual cost of the recount. Thus, under the proposed s. 9.01 (1) (ad), the
appropriate clerk or body must promptly provide a petitioner with a reasonable
estimate of this fee after the petition is filed. Then, the candidate or elector must either
pay the estimated fee in full or post a deposit or bond equal to 50% of the estimated fee.
Please review the timeline for this procedure and let me know if the procedure is
inconsistent with your intent.

2. The deposit or bond allowed under this draft is equal to 50% of the estimated fee.
This bond would not ensure that the fee is paid in full, if the petitioner fails to pay. In
effect, the petitioner would be receiving unsecured credit equal to 50% of the estimated
recount fee. Please let me know if you would like any changes to this bond requirement.

Robert J. Marchant

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-4454

E-mail: Robert.Marchant@legis.state.wi.us



Marchant, Robert

From: Walkefield, Les

Sent: Friday, March 26, 1999 4:49 PM

To: Marchant, Robert; Taylor, Chad
Subject: LRB 2228 Recount Fees and Security

| have just spoken with the Speaker's Office regarding this draft. | want to make sure that the following percentages are
used in a "tiered" manner to direct costs for a recount;

A) Within .025% -- free

B) Up to 1% --- $5 per ward

C) Over 1% --- the actual cost of the recount.

| am not sure if this staggering occurs in the bill as currently drafted; if not could you incorporate the language changes
necessary for this to be included in the draft.



.

)
i

-~

ra 4'/»“\

State of Wisconsin &
1999 - 2000 LEGISLATURE LRB-2208/0

1999 BILL

AN ACT to amend 9.01 (1) (a), 901 (1) (ag) 1., 9.01 (1) (ag) 2., 9.01 (1) (ag) 3. and
9.01 (1) (ar) 3.; and fo create 9.01 (1) (ad), 9.01 (1) (ag) 2m., 9.01 (1) (ag) 2s. and
9.01 (1) (ag) 3m. of the statutes; relating to: payment and ‘amouni;jof fees for

recount/iof elections.

Analysis by the %gzslatwe Reference Bureau

Aarn @
Under curr; t 1 pzvse'nirequestlng arecount of an election gener ust

pay a fee of i or eglfi ward for which a recount is requested and W§i/for é ch
municipality where no wards exist. However, current law does not require a fee if
the difference between the leading candidate and the petitioner or the affirmative
and negative vote on a referendum was less than ten votes, if 1,000 or less votes were
cast, or less than 0.5% of the total votes cast, if greater than 1,000 votes were cast.
A petltloner must pay any fee in full at the time he or she ﬁles the petition.

the amount-ef this-fe€ fe-eqiial-thelactual costof performing -

g

petitipfier five days afterfiling the petition to either pé.y the entlre estimated fee |

Y\ \ /f ecount ,In addltlon this bill «charrgeg\the procedur\foy»pam ﬂngfeeg,\allowmg
in full orpost a dap6s1t ori n.dweqli’aT to 50 o@\f;@e ,estlmé.tgd fee. This bilkdoes not / )

requmewa'd"eposm or bond in ’“’i‘i‘ﬁ‘ﬁiﬁ”ﬁ'ﬁ‘ances whereno-feéis-cequirec ed currently

T R . e A M -
s e o e i L . S
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BILL

* Eor further information see
rinted n app to thls bill.

The people of the state of W'sconsm, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 9.01 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (a) Any candidate voted for at any election or any elector who voted
upon any referendum question at any election may request a recount. The petitioner
shall file a verified petition or petitions aceempanied-by-the-fee-preseribed-in-par:
(ag)ifany; with the proper clerk or body under par. (ar) not earlier than the time of
completion of the canvass and not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day following
the last meeting day of the municipal or county board of canvassers determining the
election for that office or on that referendum question or, if more than one board of
canvassers makes the determination not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day
following the last meeting day of the last board of canvassers which makes a
determination. Ifthe chairperson of the board makes the determination for the office
or the referendum question, the petitioner shall file the petition not earlier than the
last meeting day of the last county board of canvassers fo make a statement in the
election or referendum and not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day following
the day on which the elections board receives the last statement from a county board
of canvassers for the election or referendum. Each verified petition shall state that
at the election the petitioner was a candidate for the office in question or that he or
she voted on the referendum question in issue; that the petitioner is informed and
believes that a mistake or fraud has been committed in a specified ward or
municipality in the counting and return of the votes cast for the office or upon the

question; or shall specify any other defect, irregularity or illegality in the conduct of
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BILL SECTION 1

the election. The petition shall specify each ward, or each municipality where no
wards exist, in which a recount is desired. If a recount is requested for all wards
within a jurisdiction, each ward need not be specified. The petition may be amended
to include information discovered as a result of the investigation of the board of
canvassers or chairperson of the board after the filing of the petition, if the petitioner
moves to amend the petition as soon as possible after the petitioner discovered or
reasonably should have discovered the information which is the subject of the
amendment and the petitioner was unable to include information in the original
petition. |

SECTION 2. 9.01 (1) (ad) of the statutes is created to read:

9.01 (1) (ad) Upon receiving a petition for a recount, the clerk or body receiving
the petition shall reasonably estimate any fee due under par. (ag). The clerk or body
shall provide the petitioner promptly with the estimate.

SEcTION 3. 9.01 (1) (ag) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 1.
preseribed-in-this paragraph- Ifthe difference between the votes cast for the leading
candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative
and negatlve votes-cast upon any referendum question is less-than-10-i£3;:000-ertess-

(Qermere, ) (opesh
Té%lﬁ?’the total votes cast for the office or on the
question ifmerethani:080-votes-are-east, the petitioner is not required to pay a fee.

SECTION 4. 9.01 (1) (ag) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 2. Ifthe difference between the votes cast for the leading candidate
and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative and

negative votes cast upon any referendum question is etleast-16-if1;080-erlossvotes

are-east-or-atteast-5% w x-f—mere-t-hen—i—;%ﬁ‘wtemms? tlv.}_e;‘ Eet oner shall
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pay a fee o£$5-for equal to the actual cost of performing the recount in each ward for

which the petition requests a ballot recount, or $5-for equal to the actual cost of
Mok FOCICY

SE
performing the recount in each municipality where no wards ex%t? The clerk or bodg

SECTION 5. 9.01 (1) (ag) 2m. of the statutes is created to read:

9.01(1) (ag) 2m. Ex ¢ Jprovided under subd. 2s., if the petitioner is required
to pay a fee under sub fz%?ﬁhe petitioner shall provide the clerk or body receiving
the petition with a bond furnished by a surety company authorized to do business in
this state or a deposit. The bond or deposit shall be equal to 50% of the fee estimated
under par. (ad). The petitioner shall provide the bond or deposit upoﬂ filing the
petition.

SECTION 6. 9.01 (1) (ag) 2s. of the statutes is created to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 2s. Subdivision 2m. does not apply if the petitioner pays any fee
estimated under par. (ad). |

SECTION 7. 9.01 (1) (ag) 3. of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 3. Allfeesshallbe prepaid A payment under this paragraph shall
be in cash or another form of payment which is acceptable to the officer to whom they

are the payment is paid. Ne-pet}t;en—fer—whieh—a—fews—mquehs—vahd—unless—the
oo is paid at the &  Eline.

SECTION 8. 9.01 (1) (ag) 3m. of the statutes is created to read:

. The petitioner shall pay any balance owing toward the fee due

under subd ,\m W1th1n 30 days after the clerk or body receiving the petition provides

the petitioner with a written statement of the amount due.

SECTION 9. 9.01 (1) (ar) 3. of the statutes is amended to read:

v
oe{)/a )2e.

jﬁél%
(a9) ze-
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Whenever < C/fr IC rece »v-fﬁ =
9.01 (1) (ar) 3. U-pemcerpt—af&a valid petition and an bond or deposit require

under par. (ag) 2m. or payment under par. (ag) 2s., the clerk shall thereupon notify
the proper board of canvassers. Upon-receipt-of Whenever the board receives a valid
petition bythe-board and any bond or deposit required under par. (ag) 2m. or
payment under par. (ag) 2s., the board shall promptly by certified mail or other

expeditious means order the proper county boards of canvassers to commence the

recount. County boards of canvassers shall convene no later than 9 a.m. on the day
following receipt of an order and may adjourn for not more than one day at a time
until the recount is completed in the county, except that the board may permit
extension of the time for adjournment. Returns from a recount ordered by the board
shall be transmitted to the office of the board as soon as possible, but in no case later
than 13 days from the date of the order of the board directing the recount. The
chairperson of the board may not make a determination in any election if a recount
is pending before any county board of canvassers in that election. The chairperson
of the board need not recount actual ballots, but shall verify the returns of the county
boards of canvassers in making his or her determinations.

SEcTION 10. Initial applicability. |

(1) This act first applies to petitions for recounts filed on the effective date of
this subsection.

(END)
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This bill changes the amount of this fee, depending lyaﬁge difference in gotes

between the leading candidate and the petitioner or the' affirmative and negative
vote on a referendum. This bill does not require a fee;fif the difference in votes is

0.025% or less. Ifthe differer_}lc%oi? votes is m re %th 0.025% but not more than
the fee under this bill is %% 9% and $5 er n’i\fﬁ{cipality where no wards exist.
If the difference in votes is greater than%, the fee under this bill is the actual cost

of performing the recount. Ler A e STED

In addition, this bill changes the p i cedure for paying this fee, allowing a
//péffﬁ—@ fixendwyssafterfling-the petitioor/l)to either pay the entire estimated fee in
7 full or post a deposit or bond equal to 50% of the estimated fee. This bill does not

oA ah require a deposit or bond in the circumstances where no fee is required.
K ¢ ANt () For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
o printed as an appendix to this bill.

SECTION 1. 9.01 (1) (ag) 1m{ of the statutes is created to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 1m. If the difference between the votes cast for the leading
candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative
and negative votes cast upon any referendum question is more than 0.025% but not

Ret? \Wlﬂ{, the petitioner shall pay a fee of $5 for each ward for which the petition
w\Go requests a ballot recount, or $5 for each municipality where no wards exist. Treklerk~\_
Tder this subdivisionw——




DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-2228/2dn
FROM THE RIM&JTK: ...
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Attached is the requested redraft of LRB—2228/1, creating a three—tiered fee
schedule for election recounts. Please note that under cur_iggnt law no fee is required
for elections where the difference in votes is less than {if} ?nd 1,000 or less votes are
cast. By eliminating this fee exemption and by requiring a fee whenever the difference
in votes is greater than 0.025% of the total votes cast, this bill effectively requires a fee
in every election where less than 4,000 votes are cast. Under this bill, a free recount
of an election where less than 4,000 votes are cast is only possible if less than 4 vote
separates the winner and the petitioner. If this result is not consistent with your
intent, please contact me.

Robert J. Marchant

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 2614454

E—mail: Robert.Marchant@legis.state.wi.us



DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-2228/2dn
FROM THE ' RIM&JITK:wlj:ijs
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

March 31, 1999

Attached is the requested redraft of LRB-2228/1, creating a three-tiered fee
schedule for election recounts. Please note that under current law no fee is required
for elections where the difference in votes is less than ten and 1,000 or less votes are
cast. By eliminating this fee exemption and by requiring a fee whenever the difference
in votes is greater than 0.025% of the total votes cast, this bill effectively requires a fee
in every election where less than 4,000 votes are cast. Under this bill, a free recount
of an election where less than 4,000 votes are cast is only possible if less than one vote
separates the winner and the petitioner. If this result is not consistent with your
intent, please contact me.

Robert J. Marchant

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-4454

E-mail: Robert.Marchant@legis.state.wi.us
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9.01 (1) (ag) 3. and

) 419. W(ag) .
1d#0 create9.01 (1) (ad)).01(1) (ag) 1m.,

., 9.01 (1) (ag) 2s. and 9.01 (1) (ag) 3m. of the statutes; relating to:

9.01(1)(ar)3.;
1 v (ag) 2

01( 2Ze.,9.01

payment and amounts of fees for recounts of elections.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a petitioner requesting a recount of an election generally
must pay a fee of five dollars for each ward for which a recount is requested and five
dollars for each municipality where no wardsexist. However, current law does not
require a fee if the difference between the leading candidate and the petitioner or the
affirmative and negative vote on a referendum was less than ten votes, if 1,000 or less
JYvotes were cast, or less than 0.5% of the total votes cast, if greater than 1,000 votes

ere cast A petltloner must pay any fee in full at the time he or she files the petition.
: lllc = the diggesenceRTLyotes

tl;e fee underthigpill is ﬁve doll
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For further information see the § ate ana ocal ﬁscalestlmate which will be

printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION l 9.01 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (a) Any candidate voted for at any election or any elector who voted
upon any referendum question at any election may request a recount. The petitioner
shall file a verified petition or petitions aceompanied-by-the-foo-preseribed-in-par:
tag)-if any; with the proper clerk or body under par. (ar) not earligr than the time of
completion of the canvass and not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day following
the last meeting day of the municipal or county board of canvassers determining the
election for that office or on that referendum question or, if more than one board of
canvassers makes the determination not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day
following the last meeting day of the last board of canvassers which makes a
determination. Ifthe chairperson of the board makes the determination for the office
or the referendum question, the petitioner shall file the petition not earlier than the
last meeting day of the last county board of canvassers to make a statement in the
election or referendum and not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day following
the day on which the elections board receives the last statement from a county board
of canvassers for the election or referendum. Each verified petition shall state that
at the election the petitioner was a candidate for the office in question or that he or
she voted on the referendum question in issue; that the petitioner is informed and
believes that a mistake or fraud has been committed in a specified ward or

municipality in the counting and return of the votes cast for the office or upon the
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question; or shall specify any other defect, irregularity or illegality in the conduct of
the election. The petition shall specify each ward, or each municipality where no
wards exist, in which a recount is desired. If a recount is requested for all wards
within a jurisdiction, each ward need not be specified. The petition may be amended
to include information discovered as a result of the investigation of the board of
canvassers or chairperson of the board after the filing of the petition, if the petitioner
moves to amend the petition as soon as possible after the petitipner discovered-or

reasonably should have discovered the information which is the subject of the

amendment and the petitioner was unable to include mforma&:on in the original

petition. tlanlale ey fee due undes Pt (O\@j"m o

SEcTION 2. /9.01 (1) (ad) of the statutes is created to read: &J

9.01 (1) (ad) Upon receiving a petition for a recount, the clerkfor body receiving
the petition shall reasonably estimate any fee due under par. (ag)K The clerk or body
shall provide the petitioner promptly with the&estlmat: g

SEcTION 3. 9.01 (1) (ag) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 1.

preseribed-in-this-paragraph- If the difference between the votes cast for the leading

candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the aﬁ"lrmatwe mwé

st M. R : -

and negative votes cast upon any referendum questlon isfe
0.25%

N
Y ‘\@ not more than %Xw of the total votes cast for the office

21
22
23
24
25

or on the ques‘uo M the petitioner is not required to
pay a fee. M\(

SECTION 4. 9.01 (1) (ag) 1m. of the statutes is created to read:
9.01 (1) (ag) 1m. If the difference between the votes cast for the leading

candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative
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@9’- 230/ ] |
and negative Yotes cast upon any referendum question ismore than\0@¥266 but not

[u—y

morethan 1% the petitioner shall pay a fee of $5 for each ward for which the petition
requests a ballot recount, or $5 for each municipality where no wards exist.
SecTION 5. 9.01 (1) (ag) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:
9.01 (1) (ag) 2. If the difference between the votes cast for the leading candidate

and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative and

are-cast-oratleast-5 ohf more than-1,000 vetesare _:._,.. an 1%, the petitioner

shall pay a fee of $5-forequal to th st of perfi 'n e in each ward
for which the petition requests a ballot recount, or $5-for equal to the actual cost of
11 pgrform mg th recgum; in each mun1c1pahty where no wards exist.

© o 1 A Ot s N
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NPT ) 130 bSOt

//qﬂ_w _ SECTION 6. 9.01 (1) (ag) 2e. of the statute51s create

13 9.01(1) (ag)2wvjlh@elerkorodyrecelv1ng & petitienshallde
wr-w"“’ B

,, s

e,
R

e ST

SEcTION 7. 9.01 (1) (ag) 2m. of the statutes is created to read:

16 TS 9.01 (1) (ag) 2m. Except as provided under subd. 2s., ifthe pet' i isrequired

17 to pay a fed™under subd. 1m. or 2., the petitioner shallp ov1de the clerk or body

18 receiving the petltlon vrith a bond furnished surety company authorized to do
19 business in this state or a deposit>~LheBond or deposit shall be equal to 50% of the
20 fee estimated under par. (ad) e petitioe Pshall provide the bond or deposit upon

21 filing the petition.

22 SEcTIONS. 9.01 (1) (ag) 2s. of the statutes is created to read™\
23 9.01 (1) (ag) 2s. Subdivision 2m. does not apply if the petitioner paysany ia’ej

24 estimated under par. W
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i R et s pane
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SecTION 10. 9.01 (1) (ag) 3m. of the statutes is created to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 3m. The petitioner shall pay any balance owing toward the fee due
under subd. m 2. within 30 days after the clerk or body receivin

{Ahe e \
%\2 w&rsu&l ?
“%)-\'keval\er_}!ieor ?M\Zﬂ sheff ]
refnat *ke Maumjt\o\,/fffﬂ

'~ 30 days afr g bomcd
@mvasw; PSR &ler,m«:fw

18] R
Tooo, hes oVerdt
provides the petitioner with a written statement of the amount due.

SecTiON 11. 9.01 (1) (ar) 3. of the statutes is amended to read:

clerk shall thereupon notify the proper board of canvassers. Upen—receipt—of
Whenever the hoard receives a valid petition by-the-beard and any bupdvxlaposis
3.v

by certified mail or other expeditious means order the proper county boards of
canvassers to commence the recount. County boards of canvassers shall convene no
later than 9 a.m. on the day following receipt of an order and may adjourn for not
more than one day at a time until the recount is completed in the county, except that
the board may permit extension of the time for adjournment. Returns from a recount
ordered by the board shall be transmitted to the office of the board as soon as possible,
but in no case later than 13 days from the date of the order of the board directing the
recount. The chairperson of the board may not make a determination in any election
if a recount is pending before any county board of canvassers in that election. The
chairperson of thé board need not recount actual ballots, but shall verify the returns

of the county boards of canvassers in making his or her determinations.
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SecTioN 12. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies to petitions for recounts filed on the effective date of

this subsection.

(END)

R
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This bill retains the current fees for an election where 1,000 or less votes are
cast. However, this bill changes the fees for other elections, depending upon the
difference in votes between the leading candidate and the petitioner or the
affirmative and negative vote on a referendum. If greater than 1,000 votes are cast
in the election and the difference in votes is 0.25% of the total votes cast or less, this

difference in votes is more than 0.25% but not more than M%/of the total votes cast,
the fee under this bill is five dollars per ward and five dollars per municipality where
ards exist. If greater than 1,000 votes are cast and the difference in votes is more
than\1% of the total votes cast, the fee under this bill is the actual cost of performing
\ @’"M” the recount. In addition, this bill requires a petitioner to pay a reasonable estimate
@ﬁ "7 of the fee at the time of filing and any balance within 30 days after the filing officer
notifies the petitioner of the amount due.

bill does not requ1re afee. If greater than 1,000 votes are cast in the electi and_the%

IS k{:;lwl_:,/

J
SEcTION 1. 9.01 (1) (ag) 3. of the statutes is amended to read:
Wenla s
9.01 (1) (ag) 3. All feesfestlmated under par. (adl shall be prepaid in cash or
another form of payment which is acceptable to the officer to whom they are paid.

No petition for which a fee is required is valid unless the proper fee is paid at the time

of filing. (Twwg or esﬂm&%

‘/7 rmML
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1 AN ACTto amend 9.01 (1) (), 9.01 (1) (ag) 1., 9.01 (1) (ag) 2.,9.01 (1) (ag) 3. and

2
3
4

9.01(1) (ar) 3.; and to create 9.01 (1) (ad), 9.01 (1) (ag) 1m. and 9.01 (1) (ag) 3m.

of the statutes; relating to: payment and amounts of fees for recounts of

elections. ord Yo urrent
N ppHOm

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Under current law, a petitioner requesting a recount of an election generally
must pay a fee of five dollars for each ward for which a recount is requested and five
dollars for each municipality where no wards exist. However, current law does not
require a fee if the difference between thé leading candidate and the petitioner or the
affirmative and negative vote on a referéndum was less than ten votes, if 1,000 or less
votes were cast, or less than 0.5% of the total votes cast, if greater than 1,000 votes
were cast. A petitioner must pay any fee in fullat the time he or she files the petition.
This bill retains the current feesifor gilectlon where 1,000 or less votes are
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cost of performing the recount. In addition, this bill requires a petitioner to pay a
reasonable estimate of the fee at the time of filing and any balance within 30 days
after the filing officer notifies the petitioner of the amount due.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. 9.01 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (a) Any candidate voted for at any election or any elector who voted
upon any referendum question at any election may request a recount. The petitioner
shall file a verified petition or petitions aceompanied by the fee-preseribed-in-pas:
(ag);-if any, with the proper clerk or body under par. (ar) not earlier than the time of
completion of the canvass and not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day following
the last meeting day of the municipal or county board of canvassers determining the
election for that office or on that referendum question or, if more than one board of
canvassers makes the determination not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day
following the last meeting day of the last board of canvassers which makes a
determination. Ifthe chairperson of the board makes the determination for the office
or the referendum question, the petitioner shall file the petition not earlier than the
last meeting day of the last county board of canvassers to make a statement in the
election or referendum and not later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd business day following
the day on which the elections board receives the last statement from a county board
of canvassers for the election or referendum. Each verified petition shall state that
at the election the petitioner was a candidate for the office in question or that he or
she voted on the referendum question in issue; that the petitioner is informed and

believes that a mistake or fraud has been committed in a specified ward or
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municipality in the counting and return of the votes cast for the office or upon the
question; or shall specify any other defect, irregularity or illegality in the conduct of
the election. The petition shall specify each ward, or each municipality where no
wards exist, in which a recount is desired. If a recount is requested for all wards
within a jurisdiction, each ward need not be specified. The petition may be amended
to include information discovered as a result of the investigation of the board of
canvassers or chairperson of the board after the filing of the petition, if the petitioner
moves to amend the petition as soon as possible after the petitioner discovered or
reasonably should have discovered the information which is the subject of the
amendment and the petitioner was unable to include information in the original
petition.

SEcTION 2. 9.01 (1) (ad) of the statutes is created to read:

9.01 (1) (ad) Upon receiving a petition for a recount, the clerk or body receiving
the petition shall calculate any fee due under par. (ag) 1m. or reasonably estimate
any fee due under par. (ag) 2. The clerk or body shall provide the petitioner promptly
with the total due or estimate.

SEcTION 3. 9.01 (1) (ag) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 1.
preseribed-inthis paragraph. Ifthe difference between the votes cast for the leading
candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative

and negative votes cast upon any referendum-guestion is less than 10 if 1,000 or less
Ou g i) >

P ]

votes are cast or less not more than .5 of the total votes cast for the office or

on the question if more than 1,000 votes are cast, the petitioner is not required to pay

a fee.

SECTION 4. 9.01 (1) (ag) 1m. of the statutes is created to read:
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9.01 (1) (ag) 1m. If the difference between the votes cast for the leading
candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative
and negative votes cast upon any refere>11dum question is at least 10 if 1,000 or less

\Q S% 2
votes are cast or is more than&Mut not more than % if more than 1,000 votes

are cast, the petitioner shall pay a fee of $5 for each ward for which the pet1t10n -

(dor o\NOn Fag ekition re?wg%s
requests a ballot recount, or $5 for each mun1c1pahty where no wards exist. o

SEcTION 5. 9.01 (1) (ag) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 2. If the difference between the votes cast for the leading candidate
and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative and
negative votes cast upon any refere_pdum question is at-least-10-if 1,000-orless-votes
are-cast-oratleast-5% more than’\g% if more than 1,000 votes are cast, the petitioner

shall pay a fee e£$5-for equal to the actual cost of performing the recount in each ward
for which the petition requests a-sattot recount, ,or $5—fe{= ;QQ,MITM_W

perfSrmifsshereforht in each mun1c1pahty)where 56 Wards exist, Pf@ Coun “

SECTION 6. 9.01 (1) (ag) 3. of the statutes is amended to read: e

9.01 (1) (ag) 3. All fees calculated or estimated under par. (ad) shall be prepaid
in cash or another form of payment which is acceptable to the officer to whom they
are paid. No petition for which a fee is required is valid unless the proper calculated
or estimated fee is paid at the time of filing. |

SECTION 7. 9.01 (1) (ag) 3m. of the statutes is created to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 3m. The petitioner shall pay any balance owing toward the fee due
under subd. 2. within 30 days after the clerk or body receiving the petition provides
the petitioner with a written statement of the amount due. If the petitioner has

overpaid the fee due under subd. 2. the clerk or body receiving the petition shall
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refund the amount overpaid within 30 days after the board of canvassers makes its
determination in the recount.

SEcTION 8. 9.01 (1) (ar) 3. of the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (ar) 3. Upenreceipt-of Whenever a clerk receives a valid petition and
any payment under par. (ag) 3., the clerk shall thereupon notify the proper board of
canvassers. Upen-receipt-of Whenever the board receives a valid petition by-the
beard and any payment under par. (ag) 8., the board shall promptly by certified mail
or other expeditious means order the proper county boards of canvassers to
commence the-recount. County boards of canvassers shall convene no later than 9

second ) ,abec)

a.m. on théA’c‘lvé& %meﬁag;?écéiit of an order and may adjourn for not more than one
day at a time until the recount is completéd in the county, except that the board may
permit extension of the time for adjournment. Returns from a recount ordered by the
board shall be transmitted to the office of the board as soon as possible, but in no case
later than 13 days from the date of the order of the board directing the recount. The
chairperson of the board may not make a determination in any election if a recount
is pending before any county board of canvassers in that election. The chairperson
of the board need not recount actual ballots, but shall verify the returns of the county
boards of canvassers in making his or her determinations.

SecTION 9. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies to petitions for recounts filed on the effective date of
this subsection. -

(END)
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