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FRED A. RISSER

State Senator

P 1SCON;

7 SN
September 14, 1998 \’\L

Jeffery T. Kuesel

Legislative Reference Bureau - Legal Section
100 North Hamilton - 3 Floor

Madison, Wi. 53703

Dear Jeffery:
I’m writing to request that 1997 Senate Bill 91 relating to qualifications for
absentee voting be redrafted for introduction during the upcoming 1999-2001 legislative

session.

If you have any questions relative to this request, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you. s
Most sincerely,
ar L
D A~RISSER
State Senato
FAR:ca

P.O. Box 7882, Madison, WI 53707-7882 * (608) 266-1627 * E-Mail: Sen.Risser@legis.slale.wi.us * Fax: (608) 266-1629
Printed on recycled paper.
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/Fe‘B'rTl;;y 12, 199},;«»—1% Foduced by S by Senators RissER, RUDE-and_A. LASEE,
cospon by Representwmmw Jo UD,

SERATTI 0 SWIN, ZIEGELBAUER, MUSSER, BAUMGART, CARPENTER;
\ SKUNAS, GRONEMUS and WASSERMAN. Referred to Committee on Econom1c_v B

Development, Housing and Government Operations. e

AN ACT/?L ‘r;epeal 5.35 (6) (b), 5.81(4), 5.91(6), 750 (1) (d) and 8.50 (3) (c); to |
T renumber 5. 36 (6)(a); and o amend 5.37 (4), 5. 62(1),1&)@6‘(53 5.84(1),5.91
(1) and (3), 6. 80 2 (f) 7 50 (2) (g), 8.16 (1) (6) and (7) and 10.02 (3) (b) 2. and

(2’_/ of the statutes; relatlng to: authonzatlon for electors to vote in the

primary of more than one political party.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Presently, a voter in a partisan primary election may cast a ballot or vote in the
column of only one political party, regardless of the number of candidates who are
runmng for office in that party, if any. Alternatively, a voter in the September
primary may vote for any of the independent candidates for state office, but if the
voter chooses this option, he or she may not vote for any party candidates for any
office. (Candidates of minor parties appear on the ballot as independent candidates.)

This bill permits a voter in the September primary and other partisan
primaries to “split tickets”, designating the candidate of his or her choice for each
office regardless of party affiliation (except that the voter’s choice for governor and
lieutenant governor must be from the same party). The bill also allows a voter to vote
for independent candidates for state offices in the September primary, in addition to
party candidates. Under the bill, a voter may stjll vote for only one candidate for each
office. Thegéneral.elestton voting procedurerfs unaffected by the bill.
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The bill initiaily.applies to voting at the wSeptember primary election.

AN
N The people of the state of Wzsconsm, represented in senate and assembly, do

Tt enact as follows:

y

° o 1 m‘m 1. 5.35(6) (a) of the statutes is renumbered 5.35 (6).

2 SECTION 2. 5.35 (6) (b) of the statutes is repealed.

&

SECTION 3. 5.37 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.37 (4) Votmg machmes may be used at pnmary electlons when they comply

with subs. 1 and (2) and-the es’-n . Each

candidate’s name entitled to appear on the ballets ballot at the primary and the party

that he or she represents shall appear on the machine;the-elector-cannot-vote-for

the. The elector me.y' vote for as many candidates for each office as he or she is

1 \ lawfully entitled to vote for, but no more.

Lh e . s a.r‘tv w5
r414 ", -S]?/ﬁ SECTION 4. 5.62 (DX 2 M/ of the statutes are amended to read:
b /

15 ; 5.62 (1) (a) At September primaries, the following ba]lot shall be provided for
. the nemination of candidates of recognized political parties for national, state and
; county offices and independent candidates for state office in each ward, in the same
form as prescribed by the board under s. 7.08 (1) (a). The ballots shall be made up
of the several party tickets with eaeh party entitled to participate in the primary
under par. (b) or sub. (2) having its own ballet column. The independent caﬁdidates

for state office other than district attorney shall have a separate ballet column for

all such candidates as under s. 5.64 (1) (e). The-ballotsshall beseecured-togetherat
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the bottem. The party-ballet column of the party receiving the most votes for

president or governor at the last general election shall be en-tep first with the other
parties arranged in descending order based on their vote for president or governor
at the last general election. The ballots columns of parties qualifying under sub. (2)
shall be placed after to the right of the parties qualifying under par. (b), in the same
order in which the parties filed petitions with the board. The ballet column listing

the independent candidates shall be placed at-the-bettom last. At polling places
where voting machines are used, each party and the independent candidates shall
be represented in one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot. At polling
places where an electronic voting system is used other than an electronic voting

machine, each party and the independent candidates may be represented in separate

columns or rows on the ballot. Any elector at any September primary may vote for
any candidate for each office regardless of the political affiliation of the candidate;
except that an elector may not cast votes for candidates for governor and lieuLenant

governor if the candidates are of more than one political affiliation.
(b) Every recognized political party listed on the official ballot at the last

gubernatorial election whose candidate for any statewide office réceived at least one
percent of the total votes cast for that office and, if the last general election was also
a presidential election, every recognized political party listed on the ballot at that
election whose candidate for president received at least one percent of the total vote

cast for that office shall have a-separate-primary ballet-er one or more separate

columns or rows on the prims

| onthegeneral election ballot at the September primary and general election in every

ward and election district. An organization which was listed as “independent” at the

last general election and whose candidate meets the same qualification shall receive
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the same ballot status upon petition of the chairperson and secretary of the

N

organization to the board requesting such status and specifying their party name,
3 which may not duplicate the name of an existing party. A petition under this

4 paragraph may be ﬁle& no later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of each general

5 election. This paragraph applies to a party only if at least one candidate of the party
6 forastateoffice qualifies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name

f of the party at the last gubernatorial election.

8 (2) Any political orgé.nization may be represented on-a-separate primary ballet
9 or in one or more separate columns or rows on the September pﬁmary ballot as

10 prescribed in sub. (1) (a) and a separate column or row on the general election ballot

il in every ward and election district if, not later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of

2  a Sépfember primary, it files with the board a petition so requesting. To qualify for

3 a separate ballet column or row, the petition shall be signed by at least 10,000

4 electors, inclﬁd.ing at least 1,000 electors residing in each of at least 3 separate

15 congressional districts. The petition shall conform to the requirements of s. 8.40. No

16 signature obtained before J. anuary 1 in the year of filing is valid. When the
17 candidates of a political organization filing a valid petition fulfill the requirements
18 . prescribed by law, they shall appear on-a-separate ballot-or in one or more separate

19 columns or rows on the ballot for the period ending with the following general

lecti -
< .L——’\e ” mr/lnSer‘ﬁz.,Q "In3 . ‘1 20" — &— >
(5) 1% £ BP0 ez :‘ 2 Z e 22T 22N 2 LR = .v 2es-O

effiee: A space shall be provided on the ballot for an elector to write in the name of

N\
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his or her choice as a party candidate for any office, but no space shall be provided
to write in the names of independent candidates.

SECTION 5. 5.81 (4) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 6. 5.84 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.84 (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic voting system which
utilizes automatic tabulating equipment, either at the polling place or at a central
counting location, the municipal clerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior
to the election day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the equipment
tested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast for all offices and on all
measures. Public notice of the time and place of the test shall be given by the clerk
at least 48 hours prior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice under ch. 985 in
one or more newspapers published within the municipality if a newspaper is
published thereih, otherwisein a newspapef of general circulation therein. The test
shall be open to the publié. The test shall be conducted by processing a preaudited
group of ballots so punched or marked as to record a predetermined number 6f valid

votes for each candidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for each

office one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the number allowed by law

in order to test the ability of

the automatic fabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any erroi' 1s detected, the
inunicipal clerk shall ascértain the cause and correct the error. The clerk shall make
an errorless count before the automatic tabulating equipment is approved by the
clerk for use in the election.

SECTION 7. 5.91 (1) and (8) of the statutes are amended to read:
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5.91 (1) It enables an elector to vote in secrecy and-to-select-the-party-or-the
independent-candidates i i et
(3)

it It enables an elector to vote for a ticket

selected in part from the nominees of one party, and in part from the nominees of
other parties, and in part from independent candidates and, except in the case of
independent candidates at primar; electjons in part of candidates whose names are
written in by the elector. |
| SECTION 8. 5.91 (6) of the statutes is repealed

SECTION 9. 6.80 (2) (f) of the statutes 1s amended to read

6.80 (2) () Inthe pre31dent1a1 preference primary m&d—ethe;—paft}sa-&-pnmaﬂ
eleetleas at polling places where ballots are distributed to electors, unless the ballots .
are utﬂjzed with an electronic voting system in which all{ eenﬂidates appear on the
same ballot, after the elector prepai'es his or hef ballot the ,elecﬁor shall detach the
remaining ballots, fold the ballots to be discarded; fold the completed ballof unless
the ballot is intended for counting with autematic tabulating:equipment, personally
deposit the ballots to be discarded in the separate ballot box marked “blank ballot
" box”, and depesit the completed ballot in the ballot box indicated by the inspectors.
- The inspectors shall keep the blank ballot box locked until the canvass is completed
“ and shall dispose of the blank ballots as prescribed by the municipal clerk.
wué;;TION 10. 7.50 (1) (d) of the statutes is repealed - L ey stat o |

'j SECTION 11 7.50 (2) (g) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.50 (2) (g) In partisan primaries, if an elector writes in the name of an

individual en-aballet in a column or row other than the one on which that individual’s

" name is shown as a candidate, the write—in vote may not be counted.
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SECTION 12. 8.16 (1), (6) and (7) of the statutes are amended to read:

8.16 (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), the person who receives the greatest
number of votes for an office en-apartyballet at any partisan primary, regardless of
whether the persqn’s name appears on the ballot, shall be the party’s candidate for
the office, and the persdn’s,;iame shall so appear on the official ballot at the next
election. All independent candidates shall appear on the general election ballot
regardless of the number of votes received by such candidates at the September
primary.

(6) The persons who receive the greatest number of votes respectively for the
offices of governor and lieutenant governor on for any party ballet at a primary shall
be the party’s joint candidates for the offices, and their names shall so appear on the
official ballot at the next election.

) Nomineeé chosen at a national convention and under s. 8.18 (2) by each
party entitled to a separate column or row on a September primary ballot shall be
the party’s candidates for president, vice president and presidential electors. The
state or national chairperson of each such party shall certify the names of the party’s
nominees for president and vice president to the board no later than 5 p.m. on the
first Tuesday in September preceding a presidential election. Each name shall bein
one of the formats authorized in s. 7.08 (2) (a).

m:; 13. 8.50(3) (c)\/of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 14. 10.02 (3) (b) 2. and 2m. of the statutes are amended to read:

4%,,/ «

10.02 (3) (b) 2. At a special partisan primary, the elector shall select the Jgarty

C

ballot candidate of his or her choice for each office and shall make a crosw

square at the right of or depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for

| ——
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‘candidate for district attorhey, must receive at least 6% of all votes cast on all ballots
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each office for whom the elector intends to vote, or shall insert or write in the name

of the elector’s choice for a candidate.

2m. At the September primary, the elector shall select the partyballot

candidate of his or her choice orthe ballot-containing the names-of the independent

candidates for state each office; and make a cross

<

depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for each office for whom the

LK

elector intends to vote or insert or write in the name of the elector’s choice for a party
candidate, if any. In order to qualify for participation in the Wisconsin election

campaign fund, a candidate for state office at the September primary, other than a

¢ homped B~
- Ayl

. for the office for which he or she is a candidate, in addition to other requirements.

7 SEcrioN 15. Initial applicability.
(1) This act first applies with respect to voting at the | September primary

election.

e b

™ _ (END)
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Section #. 5.02 (16m) of the statutes is amended to read:

on

5.02 (16m) “Recognized polifical party” means a pohtlcal party which quahﬁes for a separate
ov row opt V@v*f'.ﬁgﬁw FﬁMMA l efec o 52
aba.llgt-eiscolumnjunder s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2). -t

115-1971-¢-~

4-55:-2,7297(2); 1973 ¢. 280, 334; 1975 ¢. 93; 1977 c. 107, 187, 394; 1977 c. 2%5\
3 to 14; 1979(¢. 449; 1979 c. 32, 89, 221 1979 gyﬁ;ﬁﬂ.s&ﬂwﬂ?”rﬁﬁS 1979c 311 328; 1981 c. 4, 391; 1983;@
ss. 5, 5¢, 124m, 128 [9 “@ﬁwl985a 304 ss. 1m, 2, 155; 1987 a. 391 ss. 1 to 1r, 66w; 1989 a. 31; 1991.a-57 ’1993/

om0 -
e -

a. 140; 184; 1995 a. 16 5. 2; 199 ;1997 a. 35. o
ass
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Section #. 5.15 (6) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.15 (6) (b) No later than 60 days before each September primary and general election, and no
later than 30 days before each other election the governing body of any municipality may by resolu-
tion combine 2 or more wards for voting purposes to facilitate using acommon polling place. When-
ever wards are so combined, the original ward numbers shall continue to be utilized for all official
purposes. Except as otherwise authorized under this paragraph, every municipality having a popu-
lation of 50,000 or more, or 35,000 or more after June 1, 1996, shall maintain separate returns for
each ward so combined. In municipalities having a population of less than 50,000, or less than
35,000 after June 1, 1996, the governing body may provide in the resolution that returns shall be
maintained only for each group of combined wards at any election. In municipalities having a popu-
lation as shown in the 1990 federal decennial census of at least 87,000 but not more than 150,000,
the governing body may provide in a resolution adopted prior to June 1, 1996 that groups of not more
than 2 wards shall use common ballot boxes and ballots or voting machines and that returns shall
be maintained only for each group of combined wards at any election held prior to June 1, 1996.
Whenever a governing body provides for common ballot boxes and ballots or voting m:chines, sepa-
rate returns shall be maintained for each separate ballot required under-ss-.-S-:G%—andlS—.éTat the Sep——

tember-primary.ané general election. The municipal clerk shall transmit a copy of the resolution
to the county clerk of each county in which the municipality is contained. In municipalities having
a population of less than 50,000, or less than 35,000 after June 1, 1996, the resolution shall remain
in effect for each election until modified or rescinded, or until a new division is made under this sec-

tion.

0.(2);- 1977 ¢ 26,418,427, 449; 1979 c. 260; 1981 c. 4 s5. 2 to 10, T8;-1981.c. 314;

pe i

s
f/ 1983 a. 29, 192, 442; 1983 a. 484 ss. 8e, 174; 1983 a. 538; 1985 a. 304 ss. 8 to 107124987 a. 391; 1991 a. 5, 143, ./

i

315; 1993 a. 213; 1995 a. 201. T

S
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Section #. 5.51 (7) of the statutes is repealed.

5 mmpmmm’éréETTB‘ﬁg, ATl ballots shall be of uniform color and size, & e
S
" “type ot paper SHAllBe tsed for all ballots, R ,
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Section #. 5.62 (3210f the statutes a(;n—;nded to read:

5.62 (3) The board shall designate the official primary ballot arrangement for statewide offices
and district attorney within each prosecutorial district by using the same procedure as provided in
s. 5.60 (1) (b). On each ballet-and-on-eaekscparate column or row on the ballot, the candidates for
office shall be listed together with the offices which they seek in the following order whenever these
offices appear on the September primary ballot: governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general,
secretary of state, state treasurer, U.S. senator, U.S. representative in congress, state senator, repre-
sentative to the assembly, district attorney and the county offices. Below the names of the indepen-
dent candidates shall appear the party or principle of the candidates, if any, in 5 words or less, as

shown on their nomination papers.

e P T

History:~+07-6-304 55 17, 29-(2):- 197103367 1973 ¢ 334 s, 57; 1975 c. 93: 1977 c. 107. 4i“7°3““1‘979~c.-26@,-3L1.\\

8; 1981 ¢. 377, 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 31, 192; 1991 a. 316; 1993 a, 184. —er="""""

kuesejt(Irbunx12) Fri-Oct-16-1998  4:39 pm




Section #. 6.87 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.87 (4) Except as otherwise provided in s. 6.875, the elector voting absentee shall either make
and subscribe to the affidavit before a person authorized to administer oaths or make and subscribe
to the certification before 2 witnesses. The absent elector, in the presence of the administrator of
the oath or witnesses, shall mark or punch the ballot in a manner that will not disclose how the elec-
tor’s vote is cast. The elector shall then, still in the presence of the administrator of the oath or the
2 witnesses, fold the ballots if they are paper ballots so each is separate and conceals the markings
or punches thereon and deposit them in the proper envelope, but may receive assistance under sub.

(5). The return envelope shall then be sealed. The witnesses or the official oath administrator may

not be a candidate. The envelope shall be mailed by the elector, postage prepaid, or delivered in

person, to the municipal clerk issuing the ballot. FaituretoTeturmramunused-ballotin-a-primaar.-doss—

~T971C 2425 197 Pe-304529 (13, (2); 1975 ¢. 855 1975 ¢. 93 . 119 (2); 1975 c. 199 1‘977c-3944&1L

i

ory:

ww.w

2‘“”2‘"0“"‘11 355; 1983 a. 36, 484, 538; 1985 a. 304; 1991 a. 316. B s
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Section #. 7.08 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.08 (2) (b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice presidentjnominated at a national
Seperit telumu o Fow onThe
convention by a party entitled to aSeptember primary ballot or for whom electors have been nomi-

éwb\e bove breon

nated under s. 8.20 shall be sent as soon as possible after the closing date for filing nomination

papers, but no later than the deadlines established in s. 10.06.

Hitey 19T CT 24271973 € 3347867577 1975 c. 85, 93, 94, 199; 1977 ¢. 29, 107, 394, 427; 1979 c. 89, 177, 260,
e e T —
™
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Section #. 8.17 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

columpn oy vow o Tle
8.17 (1) (a) Political parties qualifying for a separat ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) shall elect

their party committeemen and committeewomen at the September primary. The function of com-
mitteemen and committeewomen is to represent their neighborhoods in the structure of a political
party. Committeemen and committeewomen shall act as liaison representatives between their par-
ties and the residents of the election districts in which they serve. Activities of committeemen and
committeewomen shall include, but not be limited to, voter identification; assistance in voter regis-
tration drives; increasing voter participation in political parties; polling and other methods of pass-
ing information from residents to political parties and elected public officials; and dissemination of
information from public officials to residents. For assistance in those and other activities of interest
to a political party, each committeeman and committeewoman may appoint a captain to engage in
these activities in each ward, if the election district served by the committeeman or committee-
woman includes more than one ward. In an election district which includes more than one ward,
the committeeman or committeewoman shall coordinate the activities of the ward captains in pro-

moting the interests of his or her party.

—History: 19717¢.30475729(1), (2); 1971 ¢. 336;.1973-6--3344-1979-¢:-260; 311, 3557 TI8T €. 1167 1983-a--484, 549;
o o _‘UA.,,,.‘..")DMM‘M A;‘%;M’@m pi T NM’IM
1985131304 1987 a. 391; 1991 a. 316; 1993 a. 184. R
1
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Section #. 8.20 (9) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.20 (9) Persons nominated by nomination papers without a recognized political party designa-
tion shall be placed on the official ballot at the general election and at any partisan election to the

right or below the recognized political party candidates in their own column or row designated

“Independent”. At the September primary, persons nominated for state office by nomination papers

without a recognized political party designation shall be place t/a separate -ba-l-le% row on the
allo
ve’ciﬂg-mach.ine/\ esignated “Independent”. If the candidate’s namie already appears under a recog-

4]
nized political party it may not be listed-ea{the independent: T column or row.

oy 1971 c. 242, 30451973-¢-334's:57, 1975 673603 1977 ¢. 107, 2977, 427, 1979 c. 249, 260, T981¢-39%:-1983

a5 7871585 304 1987 . 391: 1993 2. 140, 266. // R
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Section #. 8.50 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

on

8.50 (3) (b) Excépt as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions for September primaries
under s. 8.15 ar¢ applicable to all partisan primaries held under this section, and the provisions for
spring primarfes under s. 8.10 are applicable to all nonpartisan primaries held under this section.
In a special partisan primary or election, the order of the parties on the ballot shall be the same as

provided upders. 5.62 (1) or 5.64 (1) (b). Independent candidates for state office at a special partisa

which ndt more pan one candidate for an office appears-enthe-bath i‘ Featt recogmzed polltlcal

o flre_allr_
party! Inevery special election except a special election for nonpartisan state office where no candi-
date is certified to appear on the ballot, a space for write—in votes shall be provided on the ballot,
regardless of whether a special primary is held.

o B

Ji:swfy‘*&@l—l—e«ms 22, 57;.1973.£..336;-1975.6:.80,:93,.199,.369;.1977.C..26,.10] 427,

—
45, 447, ”ﬂ%%w@%@%”ﬂ‘l‘“ﬂ?w FA8aT 1985 330471987 2. 391 1989 a. 31 359 1993 a 184 1995
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Section #. 9.10 (3) (e) of the statutes is amended to read:

9.10 (3) (e) For any partisan office, a recall primary shall be hel(} for each political party which
Colvman oy nowt ontta Seeplp (s ‘fﬁis'&'um;%

is entitled to a separate ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) and from which more than one candidate

competes for the party’s nomination in the recall election. The primary ballot shall be prepared in

accordance with s. 5.62, insofar as applicable. The person receiving the highest number of votes

in the recall primary for each political party shall be that party’s candidate in the recall election.

Independent candidates shall be shown on the ballot for the recall election only.

M"‘"’M~ _

l-nstory, A9FFer 18T ST I3A TI1.C. AU, A4 T 1979 2607 &8&5:219”49‘?538”198’5“”304’*‘1987%%{19894
N
Q, 192; 1991 a. 269, 315. _ R
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Section #. 11.31 (3m) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.31 (3m) UNOPPOSED CANDIDATES; EXCEPTION. Notwithstanding subs. (1) and (2), if all candi-

dates for state senator or representative to the assembly in a legislative district who are certified
J%;%& colUmus or rolus

unders. 7.08 (2) (a) to appear/\m ¢ September primary ballot of all parties recognized under s. 5.62

(1) (b) or (2) have no opponent who is certified to appear on the same primary ballot, or if no primary

is required for all candidates of parties recognized under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) for state senator or
representative to the assembly in a legislative district who are certified under s. 8.50 (1) (d) to appear
on a special partisan election ballot, then the separate limitation specified in sub. (1) for disburse-
ments during the primary and election period does not apply to candidates for that office in that pri-

mary and election, and the candidates are bound only by the total limitations specified for the pri-

mary and election.

e YT 33, 1975 IO, 19 (1 2 1975 6 199,422 1977 €107, T8 2727745
( 328; 1981 ¢. 314; 19832, 51iml086-a- 187 TS 7T IOUS 5 305; 1085 a. 332 5. 251 (1); 1987 & 370, 1989a. 192; 1993 ./

184; 1995 a. 225; 1997 a. 230.

i
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Section #. 15.61 of the statutes is amended to read:

15.61 Elections board; creation. There is created an elections board consisting of persons who
shall be appointed by the governor for 2—year terms as follows: one member selected by the gover-
nor; one member each designated by the chief justice of the supreme court, the speaker of the assem-
‘ bly, the senate majority leader, the minority leader in each house of the legislature, and the chief offi-

('c)( Lidt e O kRO o 7‘2’% il A (s0 [V’?Ma
cer of each political party qualifying for a separatejballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) whose candidate e,

for governor received at least 10% of the vote in the most recent gubernatorial election.

sistory~t973C. 334; 1975 c. 41 TTTT T 32ISTTOTTC. 427 8. 1320d985-am303 =
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-0368/1dn
FROM THE JTK...:./.:...
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

(172 \mvj

Under this draff, as previously introduced, an elector is till required to vote for
candidates fop the office of governgr and lieutenant governor within the same
recognized pglitical party or within the independent column. This is, I suppose, on the
theory that under the Wisconsin ¢onstitution, candidates for these offices must run
jointly at the general election. The previous draft did not specify what happened if an
elector voted for candidates for governor and lieutenant governor in different columns
or rows. This draft specifies, in proposed s. 7.50 (1)(d), that in this case the elector’s vote
for the office of governor is valid but the elecfor’s vote for the office of lieutenant
governor is invalid. Please let me know if yoa would like to see this treated differently.

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Assistant Chief Counsel
2666778




TO: JTK

FROM: KMG

RE: LRB-0368/1

COMMENT: In this draft, which is due Thurs. NOON because of a call
from the requester, I chahged some references to “on” toread “in” to pattern
the text after that used in some of the other INSERTS. Ithink the changes
are OK, but if you wish to see them, please see Caroline — I gave the draft
to her and mentiéned this note. Thanks

//
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AN ACT to repeal 5.35 (6) (b), 5.51 li?\.#"qz‘@yto\%

renumber 5.35 (6) (a); to amend 5.02 (16m), 5.15 (6) (b), 5.37 (X, 5.4 a}gd
(2), 5.62 (3) and (5), 5.84 (1), 5.91 (1) and (3), 6.80 (2} (f), 6.87 (4), 7.08 ﬁ ),
7.50(2)(g),8.16(1),(6)and(7),8.17(1) (a), 8.20(9),8.50(3)(b),9.10(3) ((S,’l 102
(3) (b) 2. and 2m., 11.31 (3m) and 15.61; and to repeal and recreate 7.50 (1)
(d) of the statutes; relating to: authorization for electors to vote in the primary

of more than one political party.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Presently, a voter in a partisan primary election may cast a ballot or vote in the
column of only one political party, regardless of the number of candidates who are
running for office in that party, if any. Alternatively, a voter in the September
primary may vote for any of the independent candidates for state office, but if the
voter chooses this option, he or she may not vote for any party candidates for any
office. (Candidates of minor parties appear on the ballot as independent candidates.)

This bill permits a voter in the September primary and other partisan
primaries to “split tickets”, designating the candidate of his or her choice for each
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office regardless of party affiliation (except that the voter’s choice for governor and
lieutenant governor must be from the same party). The bill also allows a voter to vote
for independent candidates for state offices in the September primary, in addition to
party candidates. Under the bill, a voter may still vote for only one candidate for each
office. The voting procedure at the general election and other partisan elections is

unaffected by the bill.
The bill initially applies to voting at the 1998 September primary election.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTIiON 1. 5.02 (16m) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.02 (16m) “Recognized political party” means a political party which qualifies
for a separate ballot-or column or row on partisan primary and election ballots under
s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2).

SEcTION 2. 5.15 (6) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.15 (6) (b) No later than 60 days before each September primary and general
election, and no later than 30 days before each other election the governing body of
any municipality may by resolution combine 2 or more wards for voting purposes to
facilitate using a common polling place. Whenever wards are so combined, the
original ward numbers shall continue to be utilized for all official purposes. Except
as otherwise authorized under this paragraph, every municipality having a
population of 50,000 or more, or 35,000 or more after June 1, 1996, shall maintain
separate returns for each ward so combined. In municipalities having a population
of less than 50,000, or less than 35,000 after June 1, 1996, the governing body may
provide in the resolution that returns shall be maintained only for each group of
combined wards at any election. In municipalities having a population as shown in
the 1990 federal decennial census of at least 87,000 but not more than 150,000, the

governing body may provide in a resolution adopted prior toJune 1, 1996 that groups
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of not more than 2 wards shall use common ballot boxes and ballots or voting
machines and that returns shall be maintained only for each group of combined
wards at any election held prior to June 1, 1996. Whenever a governing body
provides for common ballot boxes and ballots or voting machines, separate returns
shall be maintained for each separate ballot required under ss—5-62-and s. 5.64 at
the September primary and general election. The municipal clerk shall transmit a
copy of the resolution to the county clerk of each county in which the municipality
is contained. In municipalities having a population of less than 50,000, or less than
35,000 after June 1, 1996, the resolution shall remain in effect for each election until
modified or rescinded, or until a new division is made under this section.

SEcTION 3. 5.35 (6) (a) of the statutes is renumbered 5.35 (6).

SECTION 4. 5.35 (6) (b) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 5. 5.37 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.37 (4) Voting machines may be used at primary elections when they comply

with subs. (1) and (2) and-the-following provisions:All-candidates’ names, Each

candidate’sname entitled to appear on the ballets ballot at the primary and the party

that he or she represents shall appear on the machine;the-eleetor eannet-vote for

the, The elector may vote for as many candidates for each office as he or she is

lawfully entitled to vote for, but no more.
SECTION 6. 5.51 (7) of the statutes is repealed.

SEcTION 7. 5.62 (1) and (2) of the statutes are amended to read:
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5.62 (1) (a) At September primaries, the following ballot shall be provided for
the nomination of candidates of recognized political parties for national, state and
county offices and independent candidates for state office in each ward, in the same
form as prescribed by the board under s. 7.08 (1) (a). The ballots shall be made up
of the several party tickets with each party entitled to participate in the primary
under par. (b) or sub. (2) having its own ballet column. The independent candidates
for state office other than district attorney shall have a separate ballet column for
all such candidates as under s. 5.64 (1) (e). Theballots-shall be-secured togetherat
the-bottom: The party-ballet column of the party receiving the most votes for
president or governor at the last general election shall be en-tep first with the other
parties arranged in descending order based on their vote for president or governor
at the last general election. The ballots columns of parties qualifying under sub. (2)
shall be placed after to the right of the parties qualifying under par. (b), in the same
order in which the parties filed petitions with the board. The ballet column listing
the independent candidates shall be placed at-the-bottem last. At polling places
where voting machines are used, each party and the independent candidates shall
be represented in one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot. At polling
places where an electronic voting system is used other than an electronic voting
machine, each party and the independent candidates may be represented in separate
columns or rows on the ballot. Any elector at any September primary may vote for
any candidate for each office regardless of the political affiliation of the candidate;
e t n elector m t cast votes for candidates for governor and lieutenant
governor if the candidates are of more than one political affiliation.

(b) Every recognized political party listed on the official ballot at the last

gubernatorial election whose candidate for any statewide office received at least one
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percent of the total votes cast for that office and, if the last general election was also
a presidential election, every recognized political party listed on the ballot at that
election whose candidate for president received at least one percent of the total vote

cast for that office shall have a—separate-primary-ballot-or one or more separate

columns or rows on the primary ballot-as-preseribedin par(a)and-aseparatecoinmn

on-thegeneralelection ballot at the September primary and general election in every

ward and election district. An organization which was listed as “independent” at the

last general election and whose candidate meets the same qualification shall receive
the same ballot status upon petition of the chairperson and secretary of the
organization to the board requesting such status and specifying their party name,
which may not duplicate the name of an existing party. A petition under this
paragraph may be filed no later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of each general
election. This paragraph applies to a party only if at least one candidate of the party
for a state office qualifies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name
of the party at the last gubernatorial election.

(2) Any political organization may be represented en-aseparate primaryballet
er in one or more separate columns or rows on the September primary ballot as

prescribed in sub. (1) (a) and a separate column or row on the general election ballot

in every ward and election district if, not later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of
a September primary, it files with the board a petition so requesting. To qualify for
a separate ballot column or row, the petition shall be signed by at least 10,000
electors, including at least 1,000 electors residing in each of at least 3 separate
congressional districts. The petition shall conform to the requirements of s. 8.40. No
signature obtained before January 1 in the year of filing is valid. When the

candidates of a political organization filing a valid petition fulfill the requirements
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prescribed by law, they shall appear en-a-separate-ballot-or in one or more separate

columns or rows on the ballot for the period ending with the following general
election.

SECTION 8. 5.62 (3) and (5) of the statutes are amended to read:

5.62 (3) The board shall designate the official primary ballot arrangement for
statewide offices and district attorney within each prosecutorial district by using the
same procedure as provided in s. 5.60 (1) (b). On each ballet-and-on-each separate
column or row on the ballot, the candidates for office shall be listed together with the
offices which they seek in the following order whenever these offices appear on the
September primary ballot: governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general,
secretary of state, state treasurer, U.S. senator, U.S. representative in congress,
state senator, representative to the assembly, district attorney and the county offices.

Below the names of the independent candidates shall appear the party or principle

of the candidates, if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination papers.

effice: A space shall be provided on the ballot for an elector to write in the name of
his or her choice as a party candidate for any office, but no space shall be provided
to write in the names of independent candidates.

SECTION 9. 5.81 (4) of the statutes is repealed.

SEcTION 10. 5.84 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.84 (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic voting system which
utilizes automatic tabulating equipment, either at the polling place or at a central

counting location, the municipal clerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior
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to the election day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the equipment
tested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast for all offices and on all
measures. Public notice of the time and place of the test shall be given by the clerk
at least 48 hours prior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice under ch. 985 in
one or more newspapers published within the municipality if a newspaper is
published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of general circulation therein. The test
shall be open to the public. The test shall be conducted by processing a preaudited
group of ballots so punched or marked as to record a predetermined number of valid
votes for each candidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for each

office one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the number allowed by law

the automatic tabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any error is detected, the

municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and correct the error. The clerk shall make
an errorless count before the automatic tabulating equipment is approved by the
clerk for use in the election.

SEcTION 11. 5.91 (1) and (3) of the statutes are amended to read:

5.91 (1) It enables an elector to vote in secrecy and-to-select-the-party-or-the

(3) Except-in-primary elections it It enables an elector to vote for a ticket
selected in part from the nominees of one party, and in part from the nominees of
other parties, and in part from independent candidates and, except in the case of
independent candidates at primary elections, in part of candidates whose names are

written in by the elector.
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SECTION 12. 5.91 (6) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTiON 13, 6.80 (2) (f) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.80 (2) (f) In the presidential preference primary and-ether-partisan-primary
elections at polling places where ballots are distributed to electors, unless the ballots
are utilized with an electronic voting system in which all candidates appear on the
same ballot, after the elector prepares his or her ballot the elector shall detach the
remaining ballots, fold the ballots to be discarded, fold the completed ballot unless
the ballot is intended for counting with automatic tabulating equipment, personally
deposit the ballots to be discarded in the separate ballot box marked “blank ballot
box”, and deposit the completed ballot in the ballot box indicated by the inspectors.
The inspectors shall keep the blank ballot box locked until the canvass is completed
and shall dispose of the blank ballots as prescribed by the municipal clerk.

SECTION 14. 6.87 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.87 (4) Except as otherwise provided in s. 6.875, the elector voting absentee
shall either make and subscribe to the affidavit before a person authorized to
administer oaths or make and subscribe to the certification before 2 witnesses. The
absent elector, in the presence of the administrator of the oath or witnesses, shall
mark or punch the ballot in a manner that will not disclose how the elector’s vote is
cast. The elector shall then, still in the presence of the administrator of the oath or
the 2 witnesses, fold the ballots if they are paper ballots so each is separate and
conceals the markings or punches thereon and deposit them in the proper envelope,
but may receive assistance under sub. (5). The return envelope shall then be sealed.
The witnesses or the official cath administrator may not be a candidate. The

envelope shall be mailed by the elector, postage prepaid, or delivered in person, to the

municipal clerk issuing the ballot. Failure to-return-an unused-ballot-in-a primary
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SECTION 15. 7.08 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.08 (2) (b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice president who
have been nominated at a national convention by a party entitled to a separate
column or row on the September primary ballot or for whom electors have been
nominated under s. 8.20 shall be sent as soon as possible after the closing date for
filing nomination papers, but no later than the deadlines established in s. 10.06.

SEcTION 16. 7.50 (1) (d) of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read.

7.50 (1) (d) At the September primary, if an elector casts a vote for a candidate
for governor under the column or row of a recognized political party or under the
independent column but does not cast a vote for a candidate for lieutenant governor
under the same column or row, the vote cast for the office of governor is valid but any
vote cast for the office of lieutenant governor is invalid.

SEcTION 17. 7.50 (2) (g) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.50 (2) (g) In partisan primaries, if an elector writes in the name of an
individual en-aballet in a column or row other than the one on which that individual’s
name is shown as a candidate, the write—in vote may not be counted.

SEcTION 18. 8.16 (1), (6) and (7) of the statutes are amended to read:

8.16 (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), the person who receives the greatest
number of votes for an office en-a-partyballet at any partisan primary, regardless of

whether the person’s name appears on the ballot, shall be the party’s candidate for
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the office, and the person’s name shall so appear on the official ballot at the next
election. All independent candidates shall appear on the general election ballot
regardless of the number of votes received by such candidates at the September
primary.

(8) The persons who receive the greatest number of votes respectively for the
offices of governor and lieutenant governor en for any party ballet at a primary shall
be the party’s joint candidates for the ofﬁcgs, and their names shall so appear on the
official ballot at the next election.

(7) Nominees chosen at a national convention and under s. 8.18 (2) by each
party entitled to a_separate column or row on a September primary ballot shall be
the party’s candidates for president, vice president and presidential electors. The
state or national chairperson of each such party shall certify the names of the party’s
nominees for president and vice president to the board no later than 5 p.m. on the
first Tuesday in September preceding a presidential election. Each name shall be in
one of the formats authorized in s. 7.08 (2) (a).

SecTION 19. 8.17 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.17 (1) (a) Political parties qualifying for a separate column or row on the
September primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) shall elect their party
committeemen and committeewomen at the September primary. The function of
committeemen and committeewomen is to represent their neighborhoods in the
structure of a political party. Committeemen and committeewomen shall act as
liaison representatives between their parties and the residents of the election
districts in which they serve. Activities of committeemen and committeewomen
shall include, but not be limited to, voter identification; assistance in voter

registration drives; increasing voter participation in political parties; polling and
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other methods of passing information from residents to political parties and elected
public officials; and dissemination of information from public officials to residents.
For assistance in those and other activities of interest to a political party, each
committeeman and committeewoman may appoint a captain to engage in these
activities in each ward, if the election district served by the committeeman or
committeewoman includes more than one ward. In an election district which
includes more than one ward, the committeeman or committeewoman shall
coordinate the activities of the ward captains in promoting the interests of his or her
party.

SEcTION 20. 8.20 (9) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.20 (9) Persons nominated by nomination papers without a recognized
political party designation shall be placed on the official ballot at the general election
and at any partisan election to the right or below the recognized political party
candidates in their own column or row designated “Independent”. At the September
primary, persons nominated for state office by nomination papers without a
recognized political party designation shall be placed on a separate ballet column or
or row on the veting-machine ballot designated “Independent”. If the candidate’s
name already appears under a recognized political party it may not be listed on the
independent ballet; column or row.

SecTION 21. 8.50 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.50 (3) (b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions for
September primaries under s. 8.15 are applicable to all partisan primaries held
under this section, and the provisions for spring primaries under s. 8.10 are
applicable to all nonpartisan primaries held under this section. In a special partisan

primary or election, the order of the parties on the ballot shall be the same as
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provided under s. 5.62 (1) or 5.64 (1) (b). Independent candidates for state office at
a special partisan election shall not appear on the primary ballot. No primary is
required for a nonpartisan election in which not more than 2 candidates for an office
appear on the ballot or for a partisan election in which not more than one candidate
for an office appears oa in the ballet column or row of each recognized political party
on the ballot. In every special election except a special election for nonpartisan state

office where no candidate is certified to appear on the ballot, a space for write—in

-votes shall be provided on the ballot, regardless of whether a special primary is held.

SECTION 22. 8.50 (3) (¢) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 23. 9.10 (3) (e) of the statutes is amended to read:

9.10 (3) (e) For any partisan office, a recall primary shall be held for each
political party which is entitled to a separate column or row on the September
primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) and from which more than one candidate
competes for the party’s nomination in the recall election. The primary ballot shall
be prepared in accordance with s. 5.62, insofar as applicable. The person receiving
the highest number of votes in the recall primary for each political party shall be that
party’s candidate in the recall election. Independent candidates shall be shown on
the ballot for the recall election only.

SEcTION 24. 10.02 (3) (b) 2. and 2m. of the statutes are amended to read:

10.02 (3) (b) 2. At a special partisan primary, the elector shall select the paxty
ballot candidate of his or her choice for each office and shall make a cross (X ) in the
square at the right of or depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for
each office for whom the elector intends to vote, or shall insert or write in the name

of the elector’s choice for a candidate.
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2m. At the September primary, the elector shall select the partyballot

candidate of his or her choice ¢
candidates for state each office, and make a cross (X ) in the square at the right of or
depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for each office for whom the
elector intends to vote or insert or write in the name of the elector’s choice for a party
candidate, if any. In order to qualify for participation in the Wisconsin election
campaign fund, a candidate for state office at the September primary, other than a
candidate for district attorney, must receive at least 6% of all votes cast on all ballots
for the office for which he or she is a candidate, in addition to other requirements.

SECTION 25, 11.31 (3m) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.31 (3m) UNOPPOSED CANDIDATES; EXCEPTION. Notwithstanding subs. (1) and
(2), if all candidates for state senator or representative to the assembly in a
legislative district who are certified under s. 7.08 (2) (a) to appear in the columns or

rows on the September primary ballot of all parties recognized under s. 5.62 (1) (b)

or (2) have no opponent who is certified to appear on the same primary ballot, or if
no primary is required for all candidates of parties recognized under s. 5.62 (1) (b)
or (2) for state senator or representative to the assembly in a legislative district who
are certified under s. 8.50 (1) (d) to appear on a special partisan election ballot, then
the separate limitation specified in sub. (1) for disbursements during the primary
and election period does not apply to candidates for that office in that primary and
election, and the candidates are bound only by the total limitations specified for the
primary and election.

SECTION 26. 15.61 of the statutes is amended to read:

15.61 Elections board; creation. There is created an elections board

consisting of persons who shall be appointed by the governor for 2-year terms as
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follows: one member selected by the governor; one member each designated by the
chief justice of the supreme court, the speaker of the assembly, the senate majority
leader, the minority leader in each house of the legislature, and the chief officer of
each political party qualifying for a separate column or row on the September
primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) whose candidate for governor received at
least 10% of the vote in the most recent gubernatorial election.

SEecTION 27, Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies with respect to voting at the 2000 September primary
election.

(END)




DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-0368/1dn
FROM THE JTK....;jf
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

October 27, 1998

Under this draft, as previously introduced, an elector is still required to vote for
candidates for the office of governor and lieutenant governor within the same
recognized political party or within the independent column or row. This is, I suppose,
on the theory that under the Wisconsin constitution, candidates for these offices must
run jointly at the general election. The previous draft did not specify what happened
if an elector voted for candidates for governor and lieutenant governor in different
columns or rows. This draft specifies, in proposed s. 7.50 (1) (d), that in this case the
elector’s vote for the office of governor is valid but the elector’s vote for the office of
lieutenant governor is invalid. Please let me know if you would like to see this treated

differently.

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Assistant Chief Counsel
2666778
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February 10, 1999

Under this draft, as previously introduced, an elector is still required to vote for
candidates for the office of governor and lieutenant governor within the same
recognized political party or within the independent column or row. This is, I suppose,
on the theory that under the Wisconsin constitution, candidates for these offices must
run jointly at the general election. The previous draft did not specify what happened
if an elector voted for candidates for governor and lieutenant governor in different
columns or rows. This draft specifies, in proposed s. 7.50 (1) (d), that in this case the
elector’s vote for the office of governor is valid but the elector’s vote for the office of
lieutenant governor is invalid. Please let me know if you would like to see this treated

differently.

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Assistant Chief Counsel
2666778
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1 5.35 (8) (b), 5.51 (7), 5.81 (4), 5.91 (6) and 8.50 (3) (c); to
renumbey/5.35 (6) (a); to amend 5.02 (16m), 5.15 (6) (b), 5.37 (4), 5.62 (1) and
(2), 562 (3) and (5), 5.84 (1), 5.91 (1) and (3), 6.80 (2) (), 6.87 (4), 7.08 (2) (b),
7.50(2)(g),8.16(1),(6)and (7),8.17(1)(a), 8.20(9), 8.50(3) (b),9.10(3) (e), 10.02
(3) (b) 2. and 2m., 11.31 (3m) and 15.61; and to repeal and recreate 7.50 (1)
(d) of the statutes; relating to: authorization for electors to vote in the primary

of more than one political party.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Presently, a voter in a partisan primary election may cast a ballot or vote in the
column of only one political party, regardless of the number of candidates who are
running for office in that party, if any. Alternatively, a voter in the September
primary may vote for any of the independent candidates for state office, but if the
voter chooses this option, he or she may not vote for any party candidates for any
office. (Candidates of minor parties appear on the ballot as independent candidates.)

This bill permits a voter in the September primary and other partisan
primaries to “split tickets”, designating the candidate of his or her choice for each
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office regardless of party affiliation governor and
lieutenant governor The bill also allows a voter to vote

for independent candidates for state offices in the September primary, in addition to
party candidates. Under the bill, a voter may still vote for only one candidate for eaqh
office. The voting procedure at the general election and other partisan elections is

unaffected by the bill. .
The bill initially applies to voting at the 1998 September primary election.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SecTION 1. 5.02 (16m) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.02 (16m) “Recognized political party” means a political party which qualifies
for a separate ballet-er column or row on partisan primary and election ballots under
5. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2). |

SECTION 2. 5.15 (6) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.15 (8) (b) No later than 60 days before each September primary and general
eiection, and no later than 30 days before each other election the governing body of
any municipalhity‘may by resolution combine 2 or more wards for voting purposes to
facilitate using a common polling place. Whenever wards are so combined, the
original ward numbers shall continue to be utilized for all official purposes. Except
as otherwise authorized under this paragraph, every municipality having a
population of 50,000 or more, or 35,000 or more after June 1, 1996, shall maintain
separate returns for each ward so combined. In municipalities having a population
of less than 50,000, or less than 35,000 after June 1, 1996, the governing body may
provide in the resolution that returns shall be maintained only for each group of
combined wards at any election. In municipalities having a population as shown in
the 1990 federal decennial census of at least 87,000 but not more than 150,000, the

governing body may provide in a resolution adopted prior to June 1, 1996 that groups
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of not more than 2 wards shall use common ballot boxes and ballots or voting
machines and that returns shall be maintained only for each group of combined
wards at any election held prior to June 1, 1996. Whenever a governing body
provides for common ballot boxes and ballots or voting machines, separate returns
shall be maintained for each separate ballot required under ss-5-62-and s. 5.64 at
the Septemberprimary-and general election. The municipal clerk shall transmit a
copy of the resolution to the county clerk of each county in which the municipality
is contained. In municipalities having a population of less than 50,000, or less than
35,000 after June 1, 1996, the resolution shall remain in effect for each election until
modified or rescinded, or until a new division is made under this section.

SEcTION 3. 5.35 (6) (a) of the statutes is renumbered 5.35 (6).

SEcCTION 4. 5.35 (6) (b) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 5. 5.37 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.37 (4) Voting machines may be used at primary elections when they comply

with subs. (1) and (2) and-the-following provisions:-All candidates’names. Fach
candidate’s name entitled to appear on the ballets ballot at the primary and the party

that he or she represents shall appear on the machine;the-eleetor-cannot-vote-for

the, The elector may vote for as many candidates for each office as he or she is
lawfully entitled to vote for, but no more.
SEcCTION 6. 5.51 (7) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 7. 5.62 (1) and (2) of the statutes are amended to read:
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5.62 (1) (a) At September primaries, the following ballot shall be provided for

the nomination of candidates of recognized political parties for national, state and
county offices and independent candidates for state office in each ward, in the same
form as prescribed by the board under s. 7.08 (1) (a). The ballots shéll be made up
of the several party tickets with each party entitled to participate in the primary
under par. (b) or sub. (2) having its own ballet column. The independent candidates
for state office other than district attorney shall have a separate ballet column for
all such candidates as under s. 5.64 (1) (e). The-ballots-shall be-secured togetherat
the-bottom. The party-ballot column of the party receiving the most votes for
president or governor at the last general election shall be ea-tep first with the other
parties arranged in descending order based dn their vote for president or governor
at the last general election. The ballots columns of parties qualifying under sub. (2)
shall be placed after to the right of the parties qualifying under par. (b), in the same
order in which the parties filed petitions with the board. The ballet column listing
the independént candidates shall be placed at-the-bettem last. At polling places
where voting machines are used, each party and the independent candidates shall

be represented in one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot. ' At polling

‘places where an electronic voting system is used other than an electronic voting

machine, each party and the independent candidates may be represented in separate

columns or rows on the ballot. Any elector at any September primary may vote fo

(b) Every recognized political party listed on the official ballot at the last

gubernatorial election whose candidate for any statewide office received at least one
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percent of the total votes cast for that office and, if the last general election was also
a presidential election, every recognized political party listed on the ballot at that
election whose candidate for president received at least one percent of the total vote

cast for that office shall have a-separate-primary-ballot-or one or more separate

columns or rows on the pri

enthegeneralelection ballot at the September primary and general election in every

ward and election district. An organization which was listed as “independent” at the

last general election and whose candidate meets the same qualification shall receive
the same ballot status upon petition of the chairperson and secretary of the
organization to the board requesting sugh status and specifying their party name,
which may not duplicate the name of an existing party. A petition under this
paragraph may be filed no later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of each general
election. This paragraph applies to a party only if at least one candidate of the party
for a state office qualifies to have his or her name appear on the ballot underthe name
of the parfy at the last gubernatorial election.

(2) Any political organization may be represented en-a-separate-primaryballet

or in one or more separate columns or rows on the September primary ballot as

prescribed in sub. (1) (a) and a separate column or row on the general election ballot

in every ward and election district if, not later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of
a September primary, it files with the board a petition so requesting. To qualify for
a separate ballot column or row, the petition shall be signed .by at least 10,000
electors, including at least 1,000 electors residing in each of at least 3 separate
congressional districts. The petition shall conform to the requirements of s. 8.40. No
signature obtained before January 1 in the year of filing is valid. When the

candidates of a political organization filing a valid petition fulfill the requirements
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prescribed by law, they shall appear en-a-separate-ballet-or in one or more separate

columns or rows on the ballot for the period ending with the following general
election.

SEcTION 8. 5.62 (3) and (5) of the statutes are amended to read:

5.62 (8) The board shall designate the official primary ballot arrangement for
statewide offices and district attorney within each prosecutorial district by using the
same procedure as provided in s. 5.60 (1) (b). On each ballot-and-on-each separate
column or row on the ballot, the candidates for office shall be listed together with the
offices which they seek in the following order whenever these ofﬁcesr appear on the
September primary ballot: governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general,
secretary of state, state treasurer, U.S. senator, U.S. representative in congress,
state senator, representative to the assembly, district attorney and the county offices.

Below the names of the independent candidates shall appear the party or principle

of the candidates, if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination papers.

office: A space shall be provided on the ballot for an elector to write in the name of
his or her choice as a party candidate for any office, but no space shall be provided
to write in the names of independent candidates.

SECTION 9. 5.81 (4) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 10. 5.84 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.84 (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic voting system which
utilizes automatic tabulating equipment, either at the polling place or at a central

counting location, the municipal clerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior
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to the election day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the equipment
tested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast for all offices and on all
measures. Public notice of the time and place of the test shall be given by the clerk
at least 48 hours prior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice under ch. 985 in
one or more newspapers published within the municipality if a newspaper is
published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of general circulation therein. The test
shall be open to the public. The test shall be conducted by processing a preaudited
group of ballots so punched or marked as to record a predetermined number of valid
votes for each candidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for each

office one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the number allowed by law

the automatic tabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any erroris detected, the

municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and correct the error. The clerk shall make
an errorless count before the automatic tabulating equipment is approved by the
clerk for use in the election.

SEcTION 11. 5.91 (1) and (8) of the statutes are amended to read:

5.91 (1) It enables an elector to vote in secrecy and-to-seleet-the-partyorthe

(3) Except-in-primary-elections;-it It enables an elector to vote for a ticket

selected in part from the nominees of one party, and in part from the nominees of

other parties, and in part from independent candidates and, except in the case of
independent candidates at primary elections, in part of candidates whose names are

written in by the elector.



© 00 <9 O Ot b W DN

N N DN N N N = O e e
G R @ N A S © o a e &R @ R B

_ i -8~ LRB-0368/1
1999 — 2000 Legislature 8 ITK keiif

( BILL SECTION 12

SECTION 12. 5.91 (8) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 13. 6.80 (2) (f) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.80 (2) (f) In the presidential preference primary and-otherpartisan-primary
elections at polling places where ballots are distributed to electors, unless the ballots
are utilized with an electronic voﬁng system in which all candidates appear on the
same ballot, after the elector prepares his or her ballot the elector shall detach the
remaining ballots, fold the ballots to be discarded, fold the completed ballot unless
the ballot is intended for counting with automatic tabulating equipment, personally
deposit the ballots to be discarded in the separate ballot box marked “blank ballot
box”, and deposit the completed ballot in the ballot box indicated by the inspectors.
The inspectors shall keep the blank ballot box locked until the canvass is completed
and shall dispose of the blank ballots as prescribed by the municipal clerk.

SECTION 14. 6.87 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.87 (4) Except as otherwise provided in s. 6.875, the elector voting absentee
shall either make and subscribe to the affidavit before a person authorized to
administer oaths or make and subscribe to the certification before 2 witnesses. The
absent elector, in the presence of the administrator of the oath or witnesses, shall
mark or punch the ballot in a manner that will not disclose how the elector’s vote is
cast. The elector shall then, still in the presence of the administrator of the oath or
the 2 witnesses, fold the ballots if they are paper ballots so each is separate and
conceals the markings or punches thereon and deposit them in the proper envelope,
but may receive assistance under sub. (5). The return envelope shall then be sealed.
The witnesses or the official oath administrator may not be a candidate. The

envelope shall be mailed by the elector, postage prepaid, or delivered in person, to the

municipal clerk issuing the ballot. Failuretoreturn-an-unused ballot-in-a primary
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SECTION 15. 7.08 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.08 (2) (b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice president who
have been nominated at a national convention by a party entitled to a separate
column or row on the September primary ballot or for whom electors have been
nominated under s. 8.20 shall be sent as soon as possible after the closing date for

filing nomination papers, but no later than the deadlines established in s. 10.06.

SECTION 16. 7.50 (1) (d) of the statutes is repeal%'m;e&a;aw

-~--{inder the same column or row, the vote cast for the office of governoris-vali

150-61)-td)"Atthe September primary, if ah élector-casts-a-wotefor.a candidate .
A

s,

%:"”‘Wm% - «mM
for governor Under.the column %Mf recognized political party or under the
independent columii but does not ¢ast-a-

ot

ate for a candidate for lieutenant governor

e
s

invalid:

SECTION 17. 7.50 (2) (g) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.50 (2) (g) In partisan primaries, if an elector writes in the name of an
individual en-a-ballet in a column or row other than the one on which that individual’s
name is shown as a candidate, the write—in vote may not be counted.

SEcTION 18. 8.16 (1), (6) and (7) of the étatutes are amended to read:

8.16 (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), the person who receives the greatest
number of votes for an office en-a-party-ballet at any partisan primary, regardless of

whether the person’s name appears on the ballot, shall be the party’s candidate for
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the office, and the person’s name shall so appear on the official ballot at the next

election. All independent candidates shall appear on the general election ballot

regardless of the number of votes received by such candidates at the September
primary.

(6) The persons who receive the greatest number of votes respectively for the
offices of governor and lieutenant governor er for any party ballet at a primary shall
be the party’s joint candidates for the offices, and their names shall so appear on the
official ballot at the next election.

(7) Nominees chosen at a national convention and under s. 8.18 (2) by each
party entitled to a separate column or row on a September primary ballot shall be
the party’s candida?es for president, vice president and presidential electors. The
state or national cﬁairperson of each such party shall certify the names of the party’s
nominees for president and vice president to the board no later than 5 p.m. on the
first Tuesday in September preceding a presidential election. Each name shall be in
one of the formats authorized in s. 7.08 (2) (a).

SECTION 19. 8.17 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.17 (1) (a) Political parties qualifying for a separate column or row on the
September primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) shall elect their party
committeemen and committeewomen at the September primary. The function of
committeemen and committeewomen is to represent their neighborhoods in the
structure of a political party. Committeemen and committeewomen shall act as -
liaison representatives between their parties and the residents of the election
districts in which they serve. Activities of committeemen and committeewomen
shall include, but not be limited to, voter identification; assistance in voter

registration drives; increasing voter participation in political parties; polling and
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other methods of passing information from residents to political parties and elected
public officials; and dissemination of information from public officials to residents.
For assistance in those and other activities of interest to a political party, each
committeeman and committeewoman may appoint a captain to engage in these
activities in each ward, if the election district served by the committeeman or
committeewoman includes more than one ward. In an election district which
includes more than one ward, the committeeman or committeewoman shall
coordinate the activities of the ward captains in promoting the interests of his or her
party.

SEcTION 20. 8.20 (9) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.20 (9) Persons nominated by nomination papers without a recognized
political party designation shall be placed on the official ballot at the general election
and at any partisan election to the right or below the recognized political party
candidates in their own column or row designated “Independent”. At the September
primary, ﬁersons nominated for state office by nomination papers without a
recognized political party designation shall be placed on a separate ballet column or
or row on the veting-machine ballot designated “Independent”. If the candidate’s
name already appears under a recognized political party it may not be listed on the
independent ballet; column or row.

SEcTION 21. 8.50 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.50 (8) (b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions for
September primaries under s. 8.15 are applicable to all partisan primaries held
under this section, and the provisions for spring primaries under s. 8.10 are
applicable to all nonpartisan primaries held under this section. In a special partisan

primary or election, the order of the parties on the ballot shall be the same as
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provided under s. 5.62 (1) or 5.64 (1) (b). Independent candidates for state office at
a special partisan election shall not appear on the primary ballot. No primary is
required for a nonpartisan election in which not more than 2 candidates for an office
appear on the ballot or for a partisan election in which not more than one candidate
for an office appears oa in the ballet column or row of each recognized political party
on the ballot. In every special election except a special election for nonpartisan state
office where no candidate is certified to appear on the ballot, a space for write—in
votes shall be provided on the ballot, regardless of whether a special primary is held.

SEcTION 22. 8.50 (3) (¢) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 23. 9.10 (3) (e) of the statutes is amended to read:

9.10 (@) (e) For any partisan office, a recall primary shall be held for each
political party which is entitled to a separate column or row on the September
primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) and from which more than one candidate
competes for the party’s nomination in the recall election. The primary ballot shall
be prepared in accordance with s. 5.62, insofar as applicable. The person receiving
the highest number of votes in the recall primary for each political party shall be that
party’s candidate in the recall election. Independent candidates shall be shown on
the ballot for the recall election only.

SECTIdN 24. 10.02 (3) (b) 2. and 2m. of the statutes are amended to read:

10.02 (3) (b) 2. At a special partisan primary, the elector shall select the party
ballot candidate of his or her choice for each office and shall make a cross (X ) in the
square at the right of or depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for
each office for whom the elector intends to vote, or shall insert or write in the name

of the elector’s choice for a candidate.
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2m. At the September primary, the elector shall select the party—ballot
candidate of his or her choice e

eandidates for state each office, and make a cross (X ) in the square at the right of or
depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for each office for whom the
elector intends to vote or insert or write in the name of the elector’s choice for a party
candidate, if any. In order to qualify for participation in the Wisconsin election
campaign fund, a candidate for state office at the September primary, other than a
candidate for district attorney, must receive at least 6% of all votes cast on all ballots
for the office for which he or she is a candidate, in addition to other requirements.

SECTION 25. 11.31 (8m) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.31 (3m) UNOPPOSED CANDIDATES; EXCEPTION. Notwithstanding subs. (1) and
(2), if all candidates for state senator or representative to the assembly in a
legislative district who are certified under s. 7.08 (2) (a) to appear in the columns or
rows on the September primary ballot of all parties recognized under s. 5.62 (1) (b)
or (2) have no opponent who is certified to appear on the same primary ballot, or if
no primary is required for all candidates of parties recognized under s. 5.62 (1) (b)
or (2) for state senator or representative to the assembly in a legislative district who
are certified under s. 8.50 (1) (d) to appear on a special partisan election ballot, then
the separate limitation specified in sub. (1) for disbursements during the primary
and election period does not apply to candidates for that office in that primary and
election, and the candidates are bound only by the total limitations specified for the
primary and election.

SECTION 26. 15.61 of the statutes is amended to read:

15.61 Elections board; creation. There is created an elections board

consisting of persons who shall be appointed by the governor for 2-year terms as
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BILL SECTION 26
follows: one member selected by the governor; one member each designated by the
chief justice of the supreme court, the speaker of the assembly, the senate majority
leader, the minority leader in each house of the legislature, and the chief officer of
each political party qualifying for a separate column or r n_the September
primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or(2) whose candidate for governor received at
least 10% of the vote in the most recent gubernatorial election. |

SecTION 27. Initial applicability.
(1) This act first applies with respect to voting at the 2000 September primary

election.

(END)
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AN ACT to repeal 5.35 (6) (b), 5.51 (7), 5.81 (4), 5.91 (6), 7.50 (1) (d) and 8.50 (3)
(c); to rénumber 5.35 (6) (a); and to amend 5.02 (16m), 5.15 (6) (b), 5.37 (4),
5.62 (1) and (2), 5.62 (3) and (5), 5.84 (1), 5.91 (1) and (3), 6.80 (2) (f), 6.87 (4),
7.08(2) (b), 7.50(2) (g), 8.16 (1), (6) and (7), 8.17 (1) (a), 8.20(9), 8.50(3) (b), 9.10
(3) (e), 10.02 (3) (b) 2. and 2m., 11.31 (3m) and 15.61 of the statutes; relating
to: authorization for electors to vote in the primary of more than one political

party.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Presently, a voter in a partisan primary election may cast a ballot or vote in the
column of only one political party, regardless of the number of candidates who are
running for office in that party, if any. Alternatively, a voter in the September
primary may vote for any of the independent candidates for state office, but if the
voter chooses this option, he or she may not vote for any party candidates for any
office. (Candidates of minor parties appear on the ballot as independent candidates.)

This bill permits a voter in the September primary and other partisan
primaries to “split tickets”, designating the candidate of his or her choice for each
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office regardless of party affiliation, including the offices of governor and lieutenant
governor. The bill also allows a voter to\vote for independent candidates for state
offices in the September primary, in addition to party candidates. Under the bill, a
voter may still vote for only one candidate for each office. The voting procedure at
the general election and other partisan electipns is unaffected by the bill.

The bill initially applies to voting at the, September primary election.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. 5.02 (16m) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.02 (16m) “Recognized political party” means a political party which qualifies
for a separate ballet-or column or row on partisan primary and election ballots under
8. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2).

SEcTION 2. 5.15 (6) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.15 (6) (b) No later than 60 days before each September primary and general
election, and no later than 30 days before each other election the governing body of
any municipality may by resolution combine 2 or more wards for voting purposes to
facilitate using a common polling place. Whenever wards are so combined, the
original ward numbers shall continue to be utilized for all official purposes. Except
as otherwise authorized under this paragraph, every municipality having a
population of 50,000 or more, or 35,000 or more after June 1, 1996, shall maintain
separate returns for each ward so combined. In municipalities having a population
of less than 50,000, or less than 35,000 after June 1, 1996, the governing body may
provide in the resolution that returns shall be maintained only for each group of
combined wards at any election. In municipalities having a population as shown in
the 1990 federal decennial census of at least 87,000 but not more than 150,000, the
governing body may provide in a resolution adopted prior to June 1, 1996 that groups

of not more than 2 wards shall use common ballot boxes and ballots or voting
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machines and that returns shall be maintained only for each group of combined
wards at any election held prior to June 1, 1996. Whenever a governing body
provides for common ballot boxes and ballots or voting machines, separate returns
shall be maintained for each separate ballot required under ss—5.62-and 8. 5.64 at
the September primary and general election. The municipal clerk shall transmit a
copy of the resolution to the county clerk of each county in which the municipality
is contained. In municipalities having a population of less than 50,000, or less than
35,000 after June 1, 1996, the resolution shall remain in effect for each election until
modified or rescinded, or until a new division is made under this section.

SECTION 8. 5.35 (6) (a) of the statutes is renumbered 5.35 (6).

SEcTION 4. 5.85 (6) (b) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 5. 5.37 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.37 (4) Voting machines may be used at primary elections when they comply
with subs. (1) and (2) and-the
candidate’s name entitled to appear on the ballots ballot at the primary and the party
that he or she represents shall appear on the machine;-the-elector-cannot-vetefor

the. The elector may vote for as many candidates for each office as he or she is

lawfully entitled to vote for, but no more.
SECTION 6. 5.51 (7) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 7. 5.62 (1) and (2) of the statutes are amended to read:
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5.62 (1) (a) At September primaries, the following ballot shall be provided for
the nomination of candidates of recognized political parties for national, state and
county offices and independent candidates for state office in each ward, in the same
form as prescribed by the board under s. 7.08 (1) (a). The ballots shall be made up
of the several party tickets with each party entitled to participate in the primary
under par. (b) or sub. (2) having its own ballet column. The independent candidates
for state office other than district attorney shall have a separate ballet column for
all such candidates as under s. 5.64 (1) (). Theballots shall be secured togetherat
the-bottom. The party-ballet column of the party receiving the most votes for
president or governor at the last general election shall be en-tep first with the other
parties arranged in descending order based on their vote for president or governor
at the last general election. The ballets columns of parties qualifying under sub. (2)
shall be placed after to the right of the parties qﬁalifying under par. (b), in the same
order in which the parties filed petitions with the board. The ballet column listing
the independent candidates shall be placed at-the-boettom last. At polling places
where voting machines are used, each party and the independent candidates shall
be represented in one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot. At polling
places where an electronic voting system is used other than an electronic voting

machine, each party and the independent candidates may be represented in separate

columns or rows on the ballot. Any elector at any September primary may vote for
any candidate for each office regardless of the political affiliation of the candidate,
(b) Every recognized political party listed on the official ballot at the last

gubernatorial election whose candidate for any statewide office received at least one
percent of the total votes cast for that office and, if the last general election was also

a presidential election, every recognized political party listed on the ballot at that
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election whose candidate for president received at least one percent of the total vote

cast for that office shall have aseparate-primary ballot or one or more separate

columns or rows on the p¥i

on in every
ward and election district. An organization which waslisted as “independent” at the
last general election and whose candidate meets the same qualification shall receive
the same ballot status upon petition of the chaifperson and secretary of the
organization to the board requesting such status and specifying their party name,
which may not duplicate the name of an existing party. A petition under this
paragraph may be filed no later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of each general
election. This paragraph applies to a party only if at least one candidate of the party
for a state office qualifies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name
of the party at the last gubernatorial election.

(2) Any political organization méy be represented on-a-separate primaryballot
er in one or more separate columns or rows on the September primary ballot as
prescribed in sub. (1) (a) and a separate column or row on the general election ballot
in every ward and election district if, not later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of
a September primary, it files with the board a petition so requesting. To qualify fqr
a separate ballet column or row, the petition shall be signed by at least 10,000
electors, including at least 1,000 electors residing in each of at least 3 separate
congreésional districts. The petition shall conform to the requirements of s. 8.40. No
signature obtained before January 1 in the year of filing is valid. When the
candidates of a political organization filing a valid petition fulfill the requirements

prescribed by law, they shall appear on-a-separate ballet-or in one or more separate
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BILL SECTION 7
columns or rows on the ballot for the period ending with the following general
election. |

SEcTION 8. 5.62 (3) and (5) of the statutes are amended to read:

5.62 (8) The board shall designate the official primary ballot arrangement for
statewide offices and district attorney within each prosecutorial district by using the
same procedure as provided in s. 5.60 (1) (b). On each ballet-and-on-each separate
column or row on the ballot, the candidates for office shall be listed together with the
offices which they seek in the following order whenever these offices appear on the
September primary ballot: governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general,
secretary of state, state treasurer, U.S. senator, U.S. representative in congress,
state senator, representative to the assembly, vdistrict attorney and the county offices.
Below the names of the independent candidates shall appear the party or principle

of the candidates, if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination pépers.

%) A

office- A space shall be provided on the ballot for an elector to write in the name of

his or her choice as a party candidate for any office, but no space shall be provided
to write in the names of indepéndent candidates.

SECTION 9. 5.81 (4) of the statutes is repealed.

SEcCTION 10. 5.84 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.84 (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic voting system which
utilizes automatic tabulating equipment, either at the polling place or at a central
counting location, the municipal clerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior

to the election day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the equipment
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tested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast for all offices and on all
measures. Public notice of the time ar_ld place of the test shall be given b_y the clerk
at least 48 hours prior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice under ch. 985 in
one or more newspapers published within the municipality if a newspaper is
published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of general circulation therein. The test
shall be open to the public. The test shall be conducted by processing a preaudited
group of ballots so punched or marked as to record a predetermined number of valid
votes for each candidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for each

office one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the number allowed by law

the automatic tabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any erroris detected, the

municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and correct the error. The clerk shall make
an errorless count before the automatic tabulating equipment is approved by the
clerk for use in the election.

SecTION 11. 5.91 (1) and (3) of the statutes are amended to read:

5.91 (1) It enables an elector to vote in secrecy and-to-seleet-the-party-orthe

(8) Except-in-primary-electionsit It enables an elector to vote for a ticket

selected in part from the nominees of one party, and in part from the nominees of
other parties, and in part from independent candidates and, except in the case of
independent candidates at primary elections, in part of candidates whose names are
written in by the elector. |

SEcTION 12. 5.91 (8) of the statutes is repealed.
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SEcTION 13. 6.80 (2) (f) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.80 (2) (f) In the presidential preferénce primary and ctherpartisan-primary
elections at polling places where ballots are distributed to electors, unless the ballots
are utilized with an electronic voting system in which all candidates appear on the
same ballot, after the elector prepares his or her ballot the elector shall detach the
remaining ballots, fold the ballots to be discarded, fold the completed ballot unless
the ballot is intended for counting with automatic tabulating equipmeht, personally
deposit the ballots to be discarded in the separate ballot box marked “blank ballot
box”, and deposit the completed ballot in the ballot box indicated by the inspectors.
The inspectors shall keep the blank ballot box locked until the canvass is completed
and shall dispose of the blank ballots as prescribed by the municipal clerk.

SECTION 14. 6.87 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.87 (4) Except as otherwise provided in s. 6.875, the elector voting absentee
shall either make and subscribe to the affidavit before a person authorized to
administer oaths or make and subscribe to the certification before 2 witnesses. The
absent elector, in the presence of the administrator of the oath or witnesses, shall
mark or punch the ballot in a manner that will not disclose how the elector’s vote is
cast. The elector shall then, still in the presence of the administrator of the oath or
the 2 witnesses, fold the ballots if they are paper ballots so each is separate and
conceals the markings or punches thereon and deposit them in the proper envelope,
but may receive assistance under sub. (5). The return envelope shall then be sealed.
The witnesses or the official oath administrator may not be a candidate. The

envelope shall be mailed by the elector, postage prepaid, or delivered in person, to the

municipal clerk issuing the ballot. Failure-toreturn-an-unused ballot-in-a-primary
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SEcTION 15. 7.08 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.08 (2) (b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice president who
have been nominated at a national convention by a party entitled to a separate
column or row on the September primary ballot or for whom electors have been
nominated under s. 8.20 shall be sent as soon as possible after the closing date for
filing nomination papers, but no later than the deadlines established in s. 10.06.

SEcTION 16. 7.50 (1) (d) of the statutes is repealed.

SEcTION 17. 7.50 (2) (g) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.50 (2) (g) In partisan primaries, if an elector writes in the name of an
individual en-a-ballot in a column or row other than the one on which that individual’s
name is shown as a candidate, the write—in vote may not be counted.

SEcTION 18. 8.16 (1), (6) and (7) of the statutes are amended to read:

8.16 (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), the person who receives the greatest
number of votes for an office on-a-party-ballet at any partisan primary, regardless of
whether the person’s name appears on the ballot, shall be the party’s candidate for
the office, and the person’s name shall so appear on the official ballot at the next
election. All independent candidates shall appear on the general election ballot
regardless of the number of votes received by such candidates at the September
primary.

(6) The persons who receive the greatest number of votes respectively for the

offices of governor and lieutenant governor en for any party ballet at a primary shall
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BILL SECTION 18
be the party’s joint candidates for the offices, and their names shall so appear on the
official ballot at the next election.

(7) Nominees chosen at a national convention and under s. 8.18 (2) by each
party entitled to a separate column or row on a September primary ballot shall be
the party’s candidates for president, vice president and presidential electors. The
state or national chairperson of each such party shall certify the names of the party’s
nominees for president and vice president to the board no later than 5 p.m. on the
first Tuesday in September preceding a presidential election. Each name shall be in
one of the formats authorized in s. 7.08 (2) (a).

SECTION 19. 8.17 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.17 (1) (a) Political parties qualifying for a separate column or row on the
September primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) shall elect their party
committeemen and committeewomen at the September primary. The function of
committeemen and committeewomen is to represent their neighborhoods in the
structure of a political party. Committeemen and committeewomen shall act as
liaison representatives between their parties and the residents of the election
districts in which they serve. Activities of committeemen and committeewomen
shall include, but not be limited to, voter identification; assistance in voter
registration drives; increasing voter participation in political parties; polling and
other methods of passing information from residents to political parties and elected
public officials; and dissemination of information from public officials to residents.
For assistance in those and other activities of interest to a political party, each
committeeman and committeewoman may appoint a capfain to engage in these
activities in each ward, if the election district served by the committeeman or

committeewoman includes more than one ward. In an election distriet which
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includes more than one ward, the committeeman or committeewoman shall
coordinate the activities of the ward captains in promoting the interests of his or her
party. |

SECTION 20. 8.20 (9) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.20 (9) Persons nominated by nomination papers without a recognized
political party designation shall be placed on the official ballot at the general election
and at any partisan election to the rightﬂor below the recognized political party
candidates in their own column or row designated “Independent”. At the September
primary, persons nominated for state office by nomination papers without a
recognized political party designation shall be placed on a separate ballet column or
or row on the veting-machine ballot designated “Independent”. If the candidate’s
name already appears under a recognized political party it may not be listed on the
independent ballot; column or row.

SEcTION 21. 8.50 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.50 (8) (b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions for
September primaries under s. 8.15 are applicable to all partisan primaries held
under this section, and the provisions for spring primaries under s. 8.10 are
applicable to all nonpartisan primaries held under this section. In a special partisan
primary or election, the order of the parties on the ballot shall be the same as
provided under s. 5.62 (1) or 5.64 (1) (b). Independent candidates for state office at
a special partisan election shall not appear on the primary ballot. No primary is
required for a nonpartisan election in which not more than 2 candidates for an office
appear on the ballot or for a partisan election in which not more than one candidate
for an office appears on in the ballet column or row of each recognized political party

on the ballot. In every special election except a special election for nonpartisan state
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BILL SECTION 21
office where no candidate is certified to appear on the ballot, a space for write-in
votes shall be provided on the ballot, regardless of whether a special primary is held.

SEcTION 22. 8.50 (8) (¢) of the statutes is repealed.

SEcTION 23. 9.10 (3) (e) of the statutes is amended to read:

9.10 (3) (e) For any partisan office, a recall primary shall be held for each
political party which is entitled to a separate column or row on the September
primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) and from which more than one candidate
competes for the party’s nomination in the recall election. The primary ballot shall
be prepared in accordance with s. 5.62, insofar as applicable. Thé person receiving
the highest number of votes in the recall primary for each political party shall be that
party’s candidate in the recall election. Indépendent candidates shall be shown on
the ballot for the recall election only.

SECTION 24. 10.02 (3) (b) 2. and 2m. of the statutes are amended to read:

10.02 (3) (b) 2. At a special partisan primary, the elector shall select the party
ballet candidate of his or her choice for each office and shall make a cross (X ) in the
square at the right of or depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for
each office for whom the elector intends to vote, or shall insert or write in the name
of the elector’s choice for a candidate.

2m. At the SeptemberA primary, the elector shall select the partyballet
candidate of his or her choice e

candidates for state each office, and make a cross (X ) in the square at the right of or
depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for each office for whom the
elector intends to vote or insert or write in the name of the elector’s choice for a party
candidate, if any. In order to qualify for participation in the Wisconsin election

campaign fund, a candidate for state office at the September primary, other than a
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BILL : ' SECTION 24
candidate for district attorney, must receive at least 6% of all votes cast on all ballots
for the office for which he or she is a candidate, in addition to other requirements.

SECTION 25. 11.31 (3m) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.31 (3m) UNOPPOSED CANDIDATES; EXCEPTION. Notwithstanding subs. (1) and

~ (2), if all candidates for state senator or representative to the assembly in a

legislative district who are certified under s. 7.08 (2) (a) to appear in the columns or
rows on the September primary ballot of _aH parties recognized under s. 5.62 (1) (b)
or (2) have no opponent who is certified to appeér on the same primary ballot, or if
no primary is required for all candidates of parties recognized under s. 5.62 (1) (b)
or (2) for state senator or representative to the assembly in a legislative district who
are certified under s. 8.50 (1) (d) to appear on a special partisan election ballot, then
the separate limitation specified in sub. (1) for disbursements during the primary
and election period does not apply to candidates for that office in that primary and
election, and the candidates are bound only by the total limitations specified for the
primary and election.

SECTION 26. 15.61 of the statutes is amended to read:

15.61 Elections board; creation. There is created an elections board
consisting of persons who shall be appointed by the governor for 2—year terms as
follows: one member selected by the governor; one member each designated by the
chief justice of the supreme court, the speaker of the assembly, the senate majority
leader, the minority leader in each house of the legislature, and the' chief officer of
each political party qualifying for a separate column or row on the tem
primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) whose candidate for governor received at
least 10% of the vote in the most recent gubernatorial election.

SEcTION 27. Initial applicability.
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1 (1) This act first applies with respect to voting at the 2000 September primary

2 election.

3 " (END)
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