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Kathleen M. Falk - Charity Eleson
County Executive

'};"";ﬁfw!f“ \ DANE COUNTY Legislative Lobbyist

PROVIDING AUTHORIZATION TO COUNTIES TO MAKE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF
TAXES TO TOWNS FOR UNIMPROVED LAND

Request: Amend state statute to allow counties to make payments to towns in lieu of taxes for
unimproved land taken off the property tax rolls for parks and open space.

Background: In April 1999,1 Dane County held a county-wide referendum in which voters
overwhelmingly approved the purchase of $30 million of land for parks and open space over
the next decade. Subsequent to the referendum, a technical group made up of representation
from the towns, county, Department of Revenue, and the University of Wisconsin-Madison
undertook a study of the impact that such purchases would have on property tax collections in
towns in the county. While the study showed that the impact would be slight, the Dane County
Executive is interested in making payments to towns in lieu of taxes on land that is bought
with the conservation fund. However, the statutes do not currently authorize counties to make
such payments.

Solution: Wisconsin State Statutes 59.52(16) do not currently authorize counties to make
payments to towns in lieu of taxes for “unimproved lands”. A statutory change that would
eliminate the specific prohibition of making payments in lieu of taxes for “unimproved lands”
and a statetnenit to affirmatively allow counties to make such payments would provide the
county with the authotization it needs.

210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Room 421, City-County Bldg., Madison, Wisconsin 53709
Ph: 608-266-4576 TDD: 266-9138 Fax; 266-2643
e-mail: eleson@co.dane.wi.us
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1999 BILL

relating to: authorizing a county to make payments in lieu of taxes

AN Act ..

to local units of government for unimproved lands.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a county may appropriate money to a municipality and
school district in an amount that is equal to the amount which would have been paid
in municipal and school tax on certain lands if those lands were privately owned. The
lands for which such payments may be made include lands on which county farm,
hospital, charitable or penal institutions or state hospital, charitable or penal
institutions are located. The valuation of the lands, without buildings, is made by
the county board. In calculating the valuation, current law prohibits the inclusion
of lands on which a courthouse or jail is located and prohibits the inclusion of
unimproved county lands.

Under this bill, a county board may appropriate money to a municipality and
school district in an amount that is equal to the amount which would have been paid
in municipal and school tax on unim roved ceunky/or mu iumpally owned lands if
those lands T bean ..awueA

For further informatlon see the local fiscal estlmate wh1ch will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:



1999 — 2000 Legislature -2- LRB-3328/1
BILL SECTION 1

SECTION 1. 59.52 (16) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

59.52 (16) (a) Institutions, state farms, airports. Appropriate each year to any
municipality and school district in which a county farm, hospital, charitable or penal
institution or state hospital, charitable or penal institution or state—owned lands -

&

le " [ o ned
used for agricultural purposes ‘Qﬁmmpmved count;lr(or municipally owned lands or

@ or municipally owned airport is located, an amount of money equal to the
(‘.au.w [T

amount which would have been paid in mumbmpal and school tax upon the lands
ge

6
7

without buildings, if those lands were/ﬁrivately owned. The valuation of the lands,
9

without buildings, and computation of the tax shall be made by the board. In making

the computation under this paragraph, lands on which a courthouse or jail are

located and-unimproved-countylands shall not be included.

History: 1995 a. 201 ss. 104, 111 to 115, 117 to 122, 124, 127, 134, 139, 140, 157, 174, 181, 185, 186, 190, 238, 242, 252 to 256, 354, 356 to 360, 414 to 419, 432; 1995
a. 225 5. 135; 1997 a. 35, 237.
(END)
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1999 BILL
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A.N AcCT¢o amend 59.52 (16) (a) of the statutes; relating to: authorizing a county
to make payments in lieu of taxes to local units of government for unimproved

lands.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a county may appropriate money to a municipality and
school district in an amount that is equal to the amount which would have been paid
in municipal and school tax on certain landsifthose lands were privately owned. The
lands for which such payments may be made include lands on which county farm,
hospital, charitable or penal institutions or state hospital, charitable or penal
institutions are located. The valuation of the lands, without buildings, is made by
the county board. In calculating the valuation, current law prohibits the inclusion
of lands on which a courthouse or jail is located and prohibits the inclusion of
unimproved county lands.

Under this bill, a county board may appropriate money to a municipality and
school district in an amount that is equal to the amount which would have been paxd
in municipal and school tax on unimproved county-owned (ERRREACAG AT
lands if those lands had been privately owned.

For further information see the local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as

-an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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BILL SEcTION 1
SEcTION 1. 59.52 (16) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
59.52 (16) (a) Institutions, state farms, airports. Appropriate each year to any

municipality and school district in which a county farm, hospital, charitable or penal

institution or state hospital, charitable or penal institution or state—owned lands

used for agncultural purposes or ecunty Wﬁdw

or municipally owned airport is located, an amount

W T e D]
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\\

of monejr édual to the amount which would have been paid in municipal and school
tax upon the lands without buildings, if those lands were had been privatelyb owned.
The valﬁation of the lands, without buildings, and computation of the tax shall be
made by the board. In making the computation under this paragraph lands on

which a courthouse or Jall are located aaa,d—nmaappeved—eeuaty—la&ds shall not be

included.

(END)
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AN AQT;to amend 59.52 (16) (a) of the statutes; rélating to: authorizing a county

to make payments in lieu of taxes to local units of government for unimproved

lands.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a county may appropriate money to a munlclpahty and
school district in an amount that is equal to the amount which would have been paid
in municipal and school tax on certain lands if those lands were privately owned. The
lands for which such payments may be made include lands on which county farm,
hospital, charitable or penal institutions or state hospital, charitable or penal
institutions are located.  The valuation of the lands, without buildings, is made by
the county board. In calculating the valuation, current law prohibits the inclusion
of lands on which a courthouse or jail is located and prohibits the inclusion of
unimproved county lands.

Under this bill, a county board may appropriate money to a municipality and
school district in an amount that is equal to the amount which would have been paid
in municipal and school tax on unimproved county—owned W@W}W
lands if those lands had been privately owned.

For further information see the local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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BILL : 7 SECTION 1"
SecTioN 1. 59.52 (168) (a) of the statutes is amended to .read: |

59.52 (16) (a) Institutions, state farms, airports. Appropriate each year to any

municipality and school district in which a county farm, hospital, charitable or penal

institution or state hospital, charitable or penal institution or state—owned lands

used for agricultural purposes or county unimj

YAkl or municipally owned airport is located, an amount

of money equal to the amount which would have been paid in municipal and school .

tax upon the lands without buildings, if those lands were had been privately owned.

" The valuation of the lands, without buildings, and computation of the tax shall be

“ made by the board. In making the computation under this paragraph, lands.en- - .

* incliided. R

(END)

shall not:be: -«
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AN ACT to amend 59.52 (16) (2) of the statutes; relating to: authorizing a county
to make payments in lieu of taxes to local units of government for unimproved

lands.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a county may appropriate money to a municipality and
school district in an amount that is equal to the amount which would have been paid
in municipal and school tax on certain lands if those lands were privately owned. The
lands for which such payments may be made include lands on which county farm,
hospital, charitable or penal institutions or state hospital, charitable or penal
institutions are located. The valuation of the lands, without buildings, is made by
the county board. In calculating the valuation, current law prohibits the inclusion
~ of lands on which a courthouse or jail is located and prohibits the inclusion of
unimproved county lands.

Under this bill, a county board may appropriate money to a municipality and
school district in an amount that is equal to the amount which would have been paid
in municipal and school tax on unimproved county—owned lands if those lands had
been privately owned.

For further information see the local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as

an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: o
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SEcTION 1. 59.52 (16) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
Ve

59.52 (16) (a) Institutions, state farms, airports. Appropriate each year to any
municipality and school district in which a county farm, hospital, charitable or penal

institution or state hospital, charltable or penal 1nst1tut10n or state—owned lands

F N e

. used for agricultural purposes or eeu—nty W_tjcﬂ;e_d)or mumc1pally

owned airport is located, an amount of money equal to the amount which would have
been paid in municipal and school tax upon the lands without buildings: if those
lands were had been privately owned. The valuation of the laﬁds, without buildings,
and computation of the tax shall be made by the board. In making the computation
under this paragraph, lands on which a courthouse or jail are located and

ugmpmved-eeuaty—laﬂds shall not be included.
(END)
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