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Fourth Floor

1 South Pinckney Street
P.O. Box 927

Madison, Wl 53701.0927

‘Z Phone * (608) 257-9521

Fax * (608) 283-1709

Anita T. Gallucci
Direct Dial Number ¢ (608) 283-1770
agallucci@boardmanlawfirm.com

By Hand Delivery
Mr. Thomas S.

o \
Wisconsin Cable Communications Association " »
One South Pinckney Street, Suite 725 \PSD \

Madison, WI 53703

Re: Proposed Amendment to § 66.082, Wis. Stats.

Dear Tom:

Thank you for meeting with us this morning. As we discussed at the meeting, the
Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin (“MEUW?”) is providing language to be added to
the cable TV bill that the Wisconsin Cable Communications Association (“WCCA”™) is
proposing. Itis our understanding that the WCCA’s primary concern is that municipalities
may charge its cable TV subscribers rates that do not attempt to recover the costs of the
municipal cable system. The MEUW’s concern is that WCCA’s proposal may preclude
MEUW members from having recourse to municipal funds or bonds to construct and operate
a municipal cable system.

We believe that the concerns of the WCCA and the MEUW can be addressed by
adding the following language as a subsection to section (b) in the current proposal:

Provided that the costs of the municipal cable television system
are paid by the subscribers of that system, nothing in this section
shall prohibit the municipality from exercising its authority
under ss. 66.059, 66.066, 66.069, ch. 67 or any other statutory
provisions pertaining to municipal spending or indebtedness, for
the benefit of the municipal cable television system.

BOARDMAN, SUHR, CURRY & FIELD LLP Member, COMMERCIAL LAW AFFILIATES, Independent Firms Worldwide



Mr. Thomas S. Hanson
January 21, 2000
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The statutory references contained in our proposed language are as follows: Section
66.059, Wis. Stats., pertains to public improvement bonds. Section 66.066, Wis. Stats.,
pertains to public utility revenue bonds. Section 66.069, Wis. Stats., pertains to the use of
income derived from a municipal utility. Chapter 67, Wis. Stats., pertains to general

obligation bonds.

Again, we appreciated meeting with you this morning and are also pleased that you
agreed to add language that would exempt the City of Oconto Falls from the proposal.
Please feel free to call me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Very truly yours,
Boardman, Suhr, Curry & Field LLP

" L Spplles

* Anita T. Gal

ATG/jan
cc: David J. Benforado
Pat Essie
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRBal1249/1dn
FROM THE MJL:kmg:;jf
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

February 2, 2000

Bruce:

1. I believe that this amendment captures your intent, namely to ensure that a
municipal cable television system does not pass on its costs to nonsubscribers, without
prohibiting municipalities from having recourse to municipal funds or bonds to
construct and operate a municipal cable system, the concern expressed by Attorney
Gallucci. I did not use the language that she proposed because it would not effect the
change that you desire. More specifically, the bill already prohibits the subsidy of
municipal cable television; the proposed amendment authorizes a municipality to do
what it can already do, “provided that the costs of the municipal cable television system
are paid by the subscribers of that system” (that is, provided that nonsubscribers do
not “subsidize” the system).

2. If, in fact, Oconto Falls is the only municipal cable television system operating in
the state, the initial applicability provision will have the effect of exempting Oconto
Falls from the scope of the bill.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Madelon J. Lief
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 267-7380



