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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill makes various changes to chapter 980. The State Public Defender’s Office (SPD) expects that additional
chapter 980 petitions will be filed upon enactment of this bill. Specifically, the following provisions contained in the bill
would likely result in an increase in the number of 980 petitions filed: (1) allowing DOJ or a district attorney to file a
petition regardless of the outcome of an agency’s evaluation as to whether a person meets the criteria for
commitment; (2) allowing DOJ or a district attorney to file a petition regardless of the conclusion of the expert who
conducts a special purpose evaluation at the request of the agency; and (3) allowing DOJ or a district attorney to retain
a qualified expert to conduct a separate evaluation of the person.

While the SPD believes the foregoing provisions in the bill would increase the number of ch. 980 cases filed, the SPD
cannot estimate any actual number. To show the potential numbers, however, the SPD can provide the following
information. According to DOC, in 1999, DOC conducted a case review on 833 sex offenders. Of those 833 persons,
the DOC decided to conduct a special purpose evaluation on 106 persons. Of the 106 persons subject to a special
purpose evaluation, 35 to 40 were referred to DOJ for the filing of a ch. 980 petition. Therefore, using these 1999
figures, the number of additional persons who could have a ch. 980 petition filed against them if this bill became a law
is 66 to 71. (As mentioned above, under the bill a petition may be filed regardless of the outcome of DOC'’s

evaluation.)

According to the Director of State Courts Office, 37 ch. 980 cases were filed in 1999. The SPD estimates that it
represents approximately 90% of the persons who are subject to a ch. 980 petition and that the average cost per
private bar ch. 980 case (based on current data) is $8800 ($6400 attorney time at $40 per hour and $2400 expert
costs). Thus, the SPD’s costs would increase by $8800 for each additional ch. 980 case that is filed upon enactment

of this bill.

Also, the SPD’s expert costs would likely increase as a result of enactment of this bill.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
Indeterminate at this time. The SPD will carefuily monitor the fiscal effect of this bill, if enacted, for future budget

considerations. N
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