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Relating to: the federal Social Security Act (42 USCS Sec. 405) of 1997.

Whereas, the U.S. Congress passed the social security act of 1997 on **** including a
section addressing the states collection of child support; and

Whereas, the federal social security act included instructions authorizing the states to
collect the social security number of any and all who apply for a state license, including a
state hunting or fishing license, and to use this information to better collect delinquent
child support payments; and

Whereas; penalty for non-compliance would be the loss of over $370 million dollars in
federal TANF and federal child support funds; and

Whereas; the U.S. Congress gave no options for a state compliance other than to mandate
that the social security number be required for all licenses; and

Whereas; the U.S. Congress makes the inherent assumption that the states do not have a
current adequate system for collection of delinquent support; and

Whereas; an individuals social security number should not be used as a means of
identification unless absolutely necessary; and

Whereas; delinquent child support collection rates have little or no correlation to the
social security number requirement, instead diligent investigation efforts within the state
means better collection; and

therefore be it Resolved by the Senate and concurred by the Assembly, That the
Wisconsin Legislature requests the US Congress reconsider the requirement of the Social
Security Act of 1997 that the states implement mandatory release of an individuals social
security number before eligibility for a state license, and urge the U.S Congress to allow
states to increase collection of delinquent child support payments through other means by
allowing states other options for compliance with the federal law without financial
penalty; and,

be it further Resolve that the Senate Chief Clerk shall provide a copy of this resolution to
the President of the United States, the Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, the
majority leader of the U.S. Senate and each member of Wisconsin’s congressional
delegation. ‘
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Relating to: urging Congress to enact legislation that would allow states toincrease
collection of child support through means other than requiring an individual to

provide his or her social security number as a condition of obtaining certain

licenses. plaia m\
Whereas, in 1996 Congress passed and th signed thﬂ{’ersonal

Responsibility and Work Oppertunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (PRWORA); and
Whereas, PRWORA contained numerous provisions intended to strengthen
state laws relating to collection of child support; and
Whereas, PRWORA requires states to implement procedures under which the
state may withhold, suspend or restrict the use of driver’s licenses, professional and
occupational licenses and recreational licenses, including hunting and fishing

v

licenses, of individuals owing ‘past—due child support or failing, after receiving
appropriate notice, to comply With‘gubpoenas or warrants relating to paternity or

child support proceedings; and

State of Wisconsin 1
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Whereas, the mechanism for enforcement under PRWORA is an individual’s
social security number; and

Whereas, these procedures for the use of an individual’s social security number
do not ensure adequate state collection of child support; rather, diligent investigation
efforts within the state result in increased collections; and

Whereas, in requiring these procedures for the use of an individual’s social
security number, Congress has assumed that each state does not have a current
adequate system for collecting child support; and

Whereas, an individual should not be required to disclose his or her social
security number unless absolutely necessary; Gnd

Whereas, 1997 Wisconsin Acts 27 and 191 implemented these procedures for
the use of an individual’s social security number to comply with PRWORA; and

Whereas, the failure of Wisconsin to implement these procedures for the use of
an individual’s social security number would have resulted in the loss of

_ $3%0,000,000 4 .

approximately 4$34O1n-1-1»}ro1;\1n federal funding; now, therefore, be it |

Resolved by the’éenate, the assembly concurring, Tha@at/he Wiséonsin
legislature urges @ Congress to enact legislation that would remove the
requirement that states use an individual’s social security number to collect child
support and that would allow states to increase collection of child support through
other means without financial penalty;‘énd ybe Wt fucnec

Resolved, That the\éenate chief clerk shall send copies of this joint resolution
to the President\,/the Bpeaker of the U.S.‘{-Iouse of Representatives, the majority
leader of the U.S.\/Senate and all of the members of the congressional delegation from

this state.

(END) \/
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