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Statutory Language Proposals

Division: Water

Subprograms: Watershed Management

Issue/Topic: Smail Dam Removal

Proposed Change: Wis. Stat. s. 31.385 (2) (ag) Of the amounts appropriated under s. 20.866 (2)(tL),
at least $250,000 shall be used for projects to remove dams that are less than 15 feet wide high and

that create impoundments of 100 acre-fest surface acres of water or less. A project under this
paragraph may include restoring the stream or river that was dammed.

Explanatory Note: The existing language in s. 31.385 (2) (ag) is unworkable to the extent that it
applies to very few of the more than 3500 dams throughout the state. Dam size classification is based
on the dam’s height, not width. A much more workable definition of eligible dams for the purpose of
this funding, would be to define a small dam as one less than 15 feet high and impounding less than
100 surface acres of water. This would allow the Department to consider a far broader range of
smaller dams, perhaps in the hundreds.

Desired Effective Date: Upon publication.

Contact Person: Eric Ebersberger, MB/5, 266-0818; Meg Galloway, WT/6, 266-7014
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AN ACT ..; relating to: the budget.

NAVIGABLE WATERS‘/

Under current law, the department of natural resources‘/(DNR) administers a
5 program that is funded by state bonding and that providesimatching
grants to municipalities and public inland lake protection and rehabilitation
districts for the purposes of dam maintenance, repair, modification, abandonment
and removal. Under the program, the financial assistance may not exceed|$200,000
for a particular project and at least $25 ,OOO‘/of the total”$11,850,004in grant
assistance that is available must be spent to remove dams that are less that 15 feet
wide and that create impoundments of“190/acre—feet'or less. This bill respectively
changes these size requirements t0*15 feet in height and @@Surlace acres. — 5©
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTiOoN 1. 31.385 (2) (ag)‘)gf the statutes is amended to read:
31.385 (2) (ag) Of the amounts appropriated under s. 20.866 (2) (tL), at least

$250,000 shall be used for projects to remove dams that are less than 15 feet wide
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SECTION 1

highénd that create impoundments of 50 acre—feet surface acres of water or less.

A project under this paragraph may include restoring the stream or river that was
dammed.
»

History: 1989 a. 31, 336; 1991 a. 39; 1993 a. 16; 1997 a. 27.
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@@;’lease review the analysis to make sure it is correct as to the monetary amounts.

Mary Gibson—Glass
Senior Legislative Attorney
267-3215
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September 21, 1998

Please review the analysis to make sure it is correct as to the monetary amounts.

Mary Gibson—Glass
Senior Legislative Attorney
267-3215
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AN AcT ...; relating to: the budget. ( 00

Analysis by the Legislative Réference Bureau.
NATURAL RESOURCES

Under current law, the department of natural resources (DNR) administers a
program that is funded by state bonding and thiat provides matching grants to
municipalities and public inland lake protection arid rehabilitation districts for the
purposes of dam maintenance, repair, modificatign, abandonment and removal.
Under the program, the financial assistance may not exceed $200,000 for a
particular project and at least $250,000 of the total $11,850,000 in grant assistance
that is available must be spent to remove dams that are less that 15 feet wide and
that create impoundments of 50 acre—feet or less.| This bill respectively changes
these size requirements to 15 feet in height and-89 surface acres.

For further information see the state and lo¢al fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. 31.385 (2) (ag) of the statutes is amended to read:
31.385 (2) (ag) Of the amounts appropriated under s. 20.866 (2) (tL), at least

$250,000 shall be used for projects to remove dams that are less than 15 feet wide
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high and that create impoundments of 56’aere—fee%[surface acres of water or less.

A project under this paragraph may include restoring the stream or river that was
dammed.

(END)
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AN AcT ...; relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
NATURAL RESOURCES

NAVIGABLE WATERS

Under current law, the department of natural resources (DNR) administers a
program that is funded by state bonding and that provides matching grants to
municipalities and public inland lake protection and rehabilitation districts for the
purposes of dam maintenance, repair, modification, abandonment and removal.
Under the program, the financial assistance may not exceed $200,000 for a
particular project and at least $250,000 of the total $11,850,000 in grant assistance
that is available must be spent to remove dams that are less that 15 feet wide and
that create impoundments of 50 acre—feet or less. This bill respectively changes
these size requirements to 15 feet in height and 100 surface acres.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 31.385 (2) (ag) of the statutes is amended to read:
31.385 (2) (ag) Of the amounts appropriated under s. 20.866 (2) (tL), at least

$250,000 shall be used for projects to remove dams that are less than 15 feet wide
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SEcTION 1

high and that create impoundments of 56-aere—feet 100 surface acres of water or less.

A project under this paragraph may include restoring the stream or river that was

dammed.

(END)



NOTE TO DRAFTING FILE for LRB-0209:

Per the drafter, this draft has been redrafted
to a “/1” as no problems remain in the draft
that require resolution before introduction of
the budget bill. There are no changes
between the “/PX” and the “/1.”
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AN AcT ...; relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
NATURAL RESOURCES

NAVIGABLE WATERS

Under current law, the department of natural resources (DNR) administers a
program that is funded by state bonding and that provides matching grants to
municipalities and public inland lake protection and rehabilitation districts for the
purposes of dam maintenance, repair, modification, abandonment and removal.
Under the program, the financial assistance may not exceed $200,000 for a
particular project and at least $250,000 of the total $11,850,000 in grant assistance
that is available must be spent to remove dams that are less that 15 feet wide and
that create impoundments of 50 acre—feet or less. This bill respectively changes
these size requirements to 15 feet in height and 100 surface acres.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 31.385 (2) (ag) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 1
31.385 (2) (ag) Of the amounts appropriated under s. 20.866 (2) (tL), at least
$250,000 shall be used for projects to remove dams that are less than 15 feet wide

high and that create impoundments of 50-aere—feet 100 surface acres of water or less.

A project under this paragraph may include restoring the stream or river that was
dammed.

(END)



