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Statutory Language Proposals

Division: ENFORCEMENT & SCIENCE/CUSTOMER SERVICE & LICENSING
Subprograms: LAW ENFORCEMENT/CUSTOMER SERVICE & LICENSING
Issue/Topic: BOAT REGISTRATION PERIOD

Proposed Change: This is a request to change the current period of registration for boats from a 2-
year cycle to a 3-year cycle. The fee for the 3-year period would be 150% of the current fee for a 2-

year period, and represent the same annual cost to the customer.

Explanatory Note: Currently, a boat registration is valid for a 2-year period. By changing the
registration cycle to a 3-year cycle, costs of registration will be reduced by an estimated 33% including
costs of postage, boat regulation pamphlets, registration applications, and data entry and save the
Department an estimated $200,000 annually. It would also spread out the registration workload,
improve customer service by requiring registration twice every 6 years rather than 3 times, and
improve registration compliance. The registration fee would be 150% of the current fee. For
example, the current fee for a 2-year registration for a boat 16 feet in length or more, but less than 26
feet in length is $16. Under this proposal, the fee for a 3-year registration for the same boat would

become $24.

Desired Effective Date: April 1, 2000

Contact Person: Eric Thompson, 6-8251, or William Engter, 6-0859
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Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
NATURAL RESOURCES

NAVIGABLE WATERS

Under current law, most boats must have certificates of number or of

registration that are issued every 2 years for a fee by the department of natural
resources (DNR). The fees are generally based on the size of the boat. This bill
increases these fees by 50% and increases the period of certification and registration

by 50% from 2 years to 3 years.
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as

an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SecTioN 1. 30.52 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
30.52 (2) CERTIFICATION AND REGISTRATION PERIOD. The certification and

registration period runs for 2 3 years, commencing on April 1 of the year in which the
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certificate of number or registration is issued and, unless sooner terminated or
discontinued in accordance with this chapter, expiring on March 31 of the 2ad 3rd
year after issuance. A certificate of number or registration is valid only for the period

for which it is issued.

History: 1971 c. 215; 1073 c. 302; 1977 ¢. 79, 41R; 1979 ¢. 34. 221. 275; 1983 a. 27 ss. 847 to 862: 1983 a. 192, 405; 1987 a. 290; 1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 27; 1997 a. 27, 198.

SECTION 2. 30.52 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
30.52 (8) (b) Fee for boats under 16 feet. The fee for the issuance or renewal of
a certificate of number for a boat less than 16 feet in length is $11 $16.50.

History: 1971 c. 215; 1973 c. 302; 1977 c. 29, 418; 1979 c. 34, 221, 275; 1983 a. 27 ss. 847 to 8'62; 1983 a. 192, 405; 1987 a. 290; 1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 27; 1997 a. 27, 198.
SECTION 3. 30.52 (3) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (8) (¢c) Fee for boats 16 feet or more but less than 26 feet. The fee for the
issuance or renewal of a certificate of number for a boat 16 feet or more but less than

26 feet in length is $16 $24.

History: 1971 c. 215; 1973 c. 302; 1977 ¢. 79, 41R; 1979 ¢ 34,221, 275; 1983 a. 27 ss. 847 to 862: 1983 a. 192, 405; 1987 a. 290; 1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 27; 1997 a. 27, 198.

SECTION 4. 30.52 (3) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:
30.52 (3) (d) Fee for boats 26 feet or more but less than 40 feet. The fee for the

issuance or renewal of a certificate of number for a boat 26 feet or more but less than

40 feet in length is $30 &

History: 1971 . 215; 1973 c. 302; 1977 c. 29, 418; 1979 c. 34, 221, 275, 1983 a. 27 ss. 847 to 862; 1983 a. 192, 405; 1987 a. 290; 1991 2. 39; 1995 2. 27; 1997 2. 27, 198,
SECTION 5. 30.52 (3) (e) of the statutes is amended to rcad:

30.52 (3) (e) Fee for boats 40 feet or longer. The fee for the issuance or renewal

of a certificate of number for a boat 40 feet or more in length is $50 $75.

History: 1971c¢.215;1973¢. 302; 1977 c. 29, 418; 1979 c. 34, 221, 275; 1983 a. 27 ss. 847 to %62; 1983 a. 192, 405; 1987 a. 290; 1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 27; 1997 a. 27, 198.
SECTION 6. 30.52 (3) (f) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (8) (P) Fee for nonmotorized sailboats. Notwithstanding pars. (b) to (e),

the fee for the issuance or renewal of a certificate of number for a sailboat which is

not a motorboat is $10 $15.

History: 1971 c. 215; 1973 ¢. 302; 1977 c. 29, 418; 1979 c. 34, 221, 275; 1983 a. 27 ss. 847 to 862; 1983 a. 192, 405; 1987 a. 290; 1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 27; 1997 a. 27, 198.

SECTION 7. 30.52 (3) (fm) of the statutes is amended to read:
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30.52 (8) (fm) Fee for voluntarily registered boats. Notwithstanding pars. (b)
to (f), the fee for issuance or renewal of registration for a boat registered pursuant

to sub. (1) (b) 1m. is $6-50 $9.75.

History: 1971 c. 215; 1973 c. 302; 1977 c. 29, 418; 1979 c. 34, 221, 275; 1983 a. 27 s5. 847 to 862; 1983 a. 192, 405; 1987 a. 290; 1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 27; 1997 a. 27, 198,

SECTION 8. 30.52 (3) (h) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (3) (h) Fee for issuance upon transfer of ownership. Notwithstanding
pars. (b) to (g), the fee for the issuance of a certificate of number or registration to the
new owner upon transfer of ownership of a boat certified or registered under this
chapter by the previous owner is $2:50 $3.75 if the certificate of number or
registration is issued for the remainder of the certification and registration period

for which the previous certificate of number or registration was issued.

History: 1971 c. 215; 1973 c. 302; 1977 ¢. 29, 418; 1979 ¢. 34, 221, 275; 1983 a. 27 ss. 847 to 862; 1983 a. 192, 405; 1987 a. 290; 1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 27; 1997 a. 27, 198.

SECTION 9. 30.52 (3) (i) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (3) (i) Fleet fees. A person owning or holding 3 or more boats may, at the
person’s option, pay a fleet rate for these boats instead of the fees which otherwise
would be payable under pars. (b) to (g). Notwithstanding pars. (b) to (g), the fee for
the issuance or renewal of certificates of number or registrations for boats under the
fleet rate is $18 $27 plus 50% of the fees which would otherwisc be applicable for the

19977 Wwconsur (Rt
4 Cuoticts by 1977 195,

History: 1971 c. 215; 1973 ¢. 302; 1977 c. 29, 418; 1979 c. 34, 221, 275; 1983 a. 27 ss. . 1983 a. 192, 405; 1987 a. 290; 1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 27; 1997 a. 27, 198.

SECTION 10. 30.52 (3) (im) of the statutes)is amended to read:

boats under pars. (b) to (g).

30.52 (3) (im) Dealer or manufacturer fees. A manufacturer or dealer in boats

may, at the manufacturcr’s or dealer’s option, pay a fee of $50 $75 for the issuance

or renewal of a certificate of number.

History: 1971 c. 215; 1973 ¢. 302; 1977 c. 29, 418; 1979 c. 34, 221, 275; 1983 a. 27 ss. 847 to 862; 1983 a. 192, 405; 1987 a. 290; 1991 a, 39; 1995 a. 27; 1997 a. 27, 198.
SEcTION 9336. Initial applicability; natural resources.
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DOA.......Grinde — Boat registration period
FOR 1999-01 BUDGET — NoOT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

AN ACT __; relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
NATURAL RESOURCES

NAVIGABLE WATERS

Under current law, most boats must have certificates of number or of
registration that are issued every 2 years for a fee by the department of natural
resources (DNR). The fees are generally based on the size of the boat. This bill
increases these fees by 50% and increases the period of certification and registration
by 50% from 2 years to 8 years.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as

an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. 30.52 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (2) CERTIFICATION AND REGISTRATION PERIOD. The certification and

registration period runs for 2 3 years, commencing on April 1 of the year in which the
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certificate of number or registration is issued and, unless sooner terminated or
discontinued in accordance with this chapter, expiring on March 31 of the 2nd 3rd
year after issuance. A certificate of number or registration is valid only for the period
for which it is issued.

SECTION 2. 30.52 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (3) (b) Fee for boats under 16 feet. The fee for the issuance or renewal of
a certificate of number for a boat less than 16 feet in length is $11 $16.50.

SECTION 3. 30.52 (3) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (3) (c) Fee for boats 16 feet or more but less than 26 feet. The fee for the
issuance or renewal of a certificate of number for a boat 16 feet or more but less than
26 feet in length is $16 $24.

SEcCTION 4. 30.52 (3) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (3) (d) Fee for boats 26 feet or more but less than 40 feet. The fee for the
issuance or renewal of a certificate of number for a boat 26 feet or more but less than
40 feet in length is $30 $45.

SECTION 5. 30.52 (3) (e) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (3) (e) Fee for boats 40 feet or longer. The fee for the issuance or renewal
of a certificate of number for a boat 40 feet or more in length is $506 $75.

SECTION 6. 30.52 (3) (f) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (3) (f) Fee for nonmotorized sailboats. Notwithstanding pars. (b) to (e),
the fee for the issuance or renewal of a certificate of number for a sailboat which is

not a motorboat is $10 $15.
SECTION 7. 30.52 (8) (fm) of the statutes is amended to read:
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30.52 (3) (fm) Fee for voluntarily registered boats. Notwithstanding pars. (b)
to (f), the fee for issuance or renewal of registration for a boat registered pursuant
to sub. (1) (b) 1m. is $6-50 $9.75.

SEcCTION 8. 30.52 (3) (h) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (3) (h) Fee for issuance upon transfer of ownership. Notwithstanding
pars. (b) to (g), the fee for the issuance of a certificate of number or registration to the
new owner upon transfer of ownership of a boat certified or registered under this
chapter by the previous owner is $2.50 $3.75 if the certificate of number or
registration is issued for the remainder of the certification and registration period
for which the previous certificate of number or registration was issued.

SEcTION 9. 80.52 (3) (i) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.52 (8).(i) Fleet fees. A person owning or holding 8 or more boats may, at the
person’s option, pay a fleet rate for these boats instead of the fees which otherwise
would be payable under pars. (b) to (). Notwithstanding pars. (b) to (g), the fee for
the issuance or renewal of certificates of number or registrations for boats under the
fleet rate is $18 $27 plus 50% of the fees which would otherwise be applicable for the
boats under pars. (b) to (g).

SEcTION 10. 30.52 (3) (im) of the statutes, as created by 1997 Wisconsin Act 198,
is amended to read:

30.52 (3) (im) Dealer or manufacturer fees. A manufacturer or dealer in boats
may, at the manufacturer’s or dealer’s option, pay a fee of $50 $75 for the issuance
or renewal of a certificate of number.

SecTION 9336. Initial applicability; natural resources.

(1) BOAT CERTIFICATION AND REGISTRATION PERIODS. The treatment of section

30.52 (2) and (8) (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (fm), (h), (i) and (im) of the statutes first applies
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to certificates of number or registration issued or renewed on the effective déte of the
subsection.

SEcTION 9436. Effective dates; natural resources.

(1) BOAT CERTIFICATION AND REGISTRATION PERIODS. The treatment of section
30.52 (2) and (3) (b), (¢), (d), (e), (f), (fm), (h), (i) and (im) of the statutes and SECTION
9336 (1) of this act take effect on April 1, 2000;

(END)



