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FY99-01 BIENNIAL BUDGET

STATUTORY LANGUAGE PROPOSAL FORMAT

Division: Economic Support

Appropriation: 20.445(3)(d2)

Issue; Children First

Contact: Susan Pfeiffer, Director
Bureau of Child Support

PROBLEM
Agencies operating the Children First program receive a $200 per participant

reimbursement for providing services to noncustodial parents. Agencies have indicated
that this is not a sufficient amount of money to provide appropriate services.

PROPOSED CHANGE

Amend s.49.36(7), Stats_, to increase the per participant amount from $200 to $400.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Department’s intent is provide addtional per participant funding to encourage more
agencies to participate in the Children First program.

FISCAL IMPACT

Will increase costs; linking these participants to TANF eligible families will allow the
Department to fund at least a portion of the currently GPR funded program with TANF

dollars.

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE

Upon enactment.
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AN AC relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Under current law, the department of workforce development (DWD)
administers a work experience program for noncustodial parents (parents who donot
live with their children for substantial periods of time), commonly referred to as the
“children first” program. A parent who fails to pay court—ordered child support or
to meet the child’s needs for support because of unemployment or underemployment
is required to participate in the children first program, under which the person is
provided with certain types of work experience, job training and job search
assistance. Currently, DWD may contract with any county to administer the
children first program. DWD pays the county $200 for cach person who participates
in the program in that county.

This bill permits DWD to contract with a Wisconsin works (W—2) agency or a
county to administer the children first program. The bill requires DWD to pay the
administering county or W—2 agency $400 for each person who participates in the
children first program in the region in which the county or W-2 agency administers
the program.
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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 49.38/(2) of the statutes is amended to read:

49.36 (2) The department may contract with any county or Wisconsin works
agency to administer a work experience and job training program for parents who
are not custodial parents and who fail to pay child support or to meet their children’s
needs for support as a result of unemployment or underemployment. The program
may provide the kinds of work experience and job training services available from
the program under s. 49.193 or 49.147 (3) or (4). The program may also include job
search and job orientation activities. The department shall fund the program from

the appropriation under s. 20.445 (3) (dz).

History: 1987 a. 413; 1989 a. 31; 1991 a. 39; {993 a. 16; 1995 a. 27 ss. 2135 to 2142; 1995 a. 289; 1997 a. 27.

SECTION 2. 49.36 (3) (g) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 3. 49.31/6/(7 ) of the statutes is amended to read:

49.36 (7) The department shall pay a county or Wisconsin works agency $200
$400 for each person who participates in the program under this section in the region
in which the county or Wisconsin works agency administers the program under this

section. The county or Wisconsin works agency shall pay any additional costs of the

program.

History: 1987 a. 413; 1989 a. 31; 1991 a. 39; 1993 a. 16; 1995 a. 27 ss. 2135 to 2142; 1995 a. 289; 1997 a. 27.

(END)
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Jennifer Sajna:

Per our conversation on November 12, I have amended s. 49.36 (2) to allow the
department to contract with W—2 agencies to administer the children first program.
Also, as a clean—up measure, I have alsd'Tepealed s. 49.36 (3) (g) since it is no longer
) W‘sunset “on the first day of the 6th month beginning after the date stated

in the nofice under s. 49.141 (2) (d),” (i.e. March 1, 1998)}. OK?
Tina A. Yacker

Legislative Attorney
261-6927
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November 13, 1998

Jennifer Sajna:

Per our conversation on November 12, I have amended s. 49.36 (2) to allow the
department to contract with W—2 agencies to administer the children first program.
Also, as a clean—up measure, I have repealed s. 49.36 (3) (g) since it is no longer effective
(it sunset “on the first day of the 6th month beginning after the date stated in the notice
under s. 49.141 (2) (d),” (i.e. March 1, 1998)). OK?

Tina A. Yacker
Legislative Attorney
261-6927
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AN AcCT. ; relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Under current law, the department of workforce development (DWD)
administers a work experience program for noncustodial parents (parents whodonot
live with their children for substantial periods of time), commonly referred to as the
“children first” program. A parent who fails to pay court—ordered child support or
to meet the child’s needs for support because of unemployment or underemployment
is required to participate in the children first program, under which the person is
provided with certain types of work experience, job training and job search
assistance. Currently, DWD may contract with any county to administer the
children first program. DWD pays the county $200 for each person who participates
in the program in that county.

This bill permits DWD to contract with a Wisconsin works (W-2) agency or a
county to administer the children first program. The bill requires DWD to pay the
administering county or W—2 agency $400 for each person who participates in the
children first program in the region in which the county or W—2 agency administers

the program.
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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEetioN 1. 49.36 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

49.36 (2) The department may contract with any county or Wisconsin works

program for parents who

agency to administer N vork experience and job trad

Wnermpl fit or underemployment. The program

maﬂi‘ﬁﬁaéﬂ{ﬁéiﬂids of ‘":~. and job training services available from

are not custodial parents a wd.who fail to pay chld support or to meet their children’s

needs for support as a result o

SECTION 3. 49.36 (7) of the statutes is amended to read:

49.36 (7) The department shall pay a county or Wisconsin works agency $200
$400 for each person who participates in the program under this section in the region
in which the county or Wisconsin works agency administers the program under this
section. The county or Wisconsin works agency shall pay any additional costs of the
program.

(END)
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This draft deletes the treatment of s. 49.36 (2) and (3) (g). That treatment is in
LRB-1186/4.

Tina A. Yacker

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6927

E-mail: Tina.Yacker@legis.state.wi.us
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February 3, 1999

This draft deletes the treatment of s. 49.36 (2) and (3) (g). That treatment is in
LRB-1186/4.

Tina A. Yacker

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6927

E-mail: Tina.Yacker@legis.state.wi.us
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AN ACT .., relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Under current law, the department of workforce development (DWD)
administers a work experience program for noncustodial parents (parents who donot
live with their children for substantial periods of time), commonly referred to as the
“children first” program. A parent who fails to pay court—ordered child support or
to meet the child’s needs for support because of unemployment or underemployment
is required to participate in the children first program, under which the person is
provided with certain types of work experience, job training and job search
assistance. Currently, DWD may contract with any county to administer the
children first program. DWD pays the county $200 for each person who participates
in the program in that county.

This bill permits DWD to contract with a Wisconsin works (W-2) agency or a
county to administer the children first program. The bill requires DWD to pay the
administering county or W—2 agency $400 for each person who participates in the
children first program in the region in which the county or W-2 agency administers

the program.
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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 49.36 (7) of the statutes is amended to read:

49.36 (7) The department shall pay a county or Wisconsin works agency $200
$400 for each person who participates in the program under this seclion in the region
in which the county or Wisconsin works agency administers the program under this
section. The county or Wisconsin works agency shall pay any additional costs of the
program.

(END)



