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Legislative Fiscal Bureau
One East Main, Suite 301 * Madisqn, WI 53703 * (608) 266-3847 » Fax: (608) 267-6873

April 27, 1999 Joint Committee on Finance Paper #903

Educational Telecommunications Access for State Residential Schools
(TEACH Board)

[LFB 1999-01 Budget Summary: Page 567, #7]

CURRENT LAW

The telecommunications access program provides subsidized access to new data lines and
video links to school districts, private schools, CESAs, technical college districts, private
colleges or public library boards. In addition, the program provides grants to school districts and
private schools that had in effect on October 14, 1997, (the effective date of the 1997-99 state
budget), a contract for access to a data line or video link.

GOVERNOR

Expand the educational telecommunications access program to include the Wisconsin
School for the Visually Handicapped and the Wisconsin School for the Deaf and provide
$55,200 annually in a new, biennial appropriation for the estimated cost of the
telecommunications access for these schools. Require the Department of Administration (DOA)
to coordinate with TEACH to provide these schools with contracts for telecommunication
access. Provide that moneys received by DOA from the Department of Public Instruction for its
share of the cost of telecommunications access services provided to the state residential schools
would be used in providing access services.

MODIFICATION TO BASE

Modify a cross-reference to reflect that. payments for the state residential schools’
telecommunication access services not funded by TEACH would be paid from the DOA
appropriation that receives moneys from state agencies rather than the DOA appropriation that
receives moneys from local governmental units and entities in the private sector. In addition,
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modify the cross-reference under which the state residential schools would be: ehgiblé fgr the
program from the statutory section relating to eligibility for technical college districts under the
telecommunications program to the general telecommunications access program section number.

Explanation: = These modifications would replace two incorrect cross-references
with appropriate section numbers. These modifications are necessary to accomplish the

Govemor’s intent that the two state residential schools be eligible for TEACH
telecommunications access funding.

Prepared by: Tricia Collins
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LFB AMENDMENT
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At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:
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State of Wisconsin

1999 - 2000 LEGISLATURE LRBb0329/1
PG&MDK:kmg:km
LFB....... Collins — Educational telecommunications access for state

residential schools
FOR 1999-01 BUDGET — NOT READY FOR INTRODUCTION
LFB AMENDMENT

TO 1999 ASSEMBLY BILL 133 AND 1999 SENATE BILL 45

At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:
1. Page 158, line 7: delete “(5)".

2. Page 397, line 15: delete “(is)” and substitute “(kL)”.

(END)



