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The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate, dt;d assembly, do
enact as follows /} j
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SECTION 1. 1.) 03 of the statutes is amended to read

15.03 Attachment for limited purposejy»Any division, office, commission
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available to the office and the department.
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railroad crossing protection installation and maintenance under subs. (2) and (3).
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A Section% 195.28 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

195.28 (1) PETITION; HEARING; ORDER. Upon petition of the department, city council, village
board, town board, superiﬂtendent of highways or by 5 or more electors in any town, village or city,
or of any railroad corporation or railroad historical society, to determine whether a public highway
and railroad grade crossing protects and promotes public safety, the office may investigate and issue
an appropriate order without a public hearing. If the petitioner, railroad, railroad historical society
or any interested party objects to the order and requests a hearing within 20 days after the date that
the order is issued, the office shall proceed under s. 195.04. Notice of an investigation or hearing
shall be served upon the department, which shall be an interested party, and any recommendation
it may file with the office at or prior to a hearing, if there is one, regarding crossing protection shall
be considered as evidence in the proceeding. The office shall determine whether the existing warn-
ing devices at such crossing are adequate to protect and promote public safety. If the office deter-
mines, either without or after a hearing, that proteetion is not adequate, it may order the railroad com-
pany or railroad historical society to keep a flagman at the crossing or to install automatic signals
or other suitable safety device at specific locations at such crossing. The office may order the reloca-
tion of existing signals and devices to improve protection at a crossing. \Any crossing protection
installed or maintained as approved by the office, whether by order or of] erwise, shall be deemed

/

adequate and appropriate protection for the crossmg/
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State of Wisconsin

1999 - 2000 LEGISLATURE LRBb1101/1
PEN:wlj:mre

ARC.......Dake — Am #3083 (8), Railroad crossings committee
FOR 1999-01 BUDGET — NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION
CAUCUS AMENDMENT |
TO ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1,
TO 1999 ASSEMBLY BILL 133

At the locations indicated, amend the substitute amendment as follows:

1. Page 28, line 6: after that line insert:

“SECTION 37m. 15.467 (5) of the statutes is created to read:

15.467 (5) COUNCIL ON RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS. There is created in the
Ldepartment of transportation a council on railroad grade crossings. The council shall
consist of 3 members appointed by the secretary of transportation, at least one of
whom has expertise in railroad matters and is not employed by the department, and
2 members appointed by the commissioner of railroads. Members shall serve at the

pleasure of the appointing authority.”.

2. Page 1179, line 19: after that line insert:
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“SECTION 2308mg. 195.28 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

195.28 (1) PETITION; HEARING; ORDER. Upon petition of the department, city
council, village board, town board, superintendent of highways or by 5 or more
electors in any town, village or city, or of any railroad corporation or railroad
historical society, to determine whether a public highway and railroad grade crossing
protects and promotes public safety, the office may investigate and issue an
appropriate order without a public hearing. If the petitioner, railroad, railroad
historical society or any interested party objects to the order and requests a hearing
within 20 days after the date that the order is issued, the office shall proceed under
s. 195.04. Notice of an investigation or hearing’shall be served upon the department,
which shall be an interested party, and any recommendation it may file with the
office at or prior to a hearing, if there is one, regarding crossing protection shall be
considered as evidence in the proceeding. The oftice shall determine whether the
existing warning devices at such crossing are adequate to protect and promote public
safety. If the office deterfnines, either without or after a hearing, that protection is
not adequate, it may order the railroad company or railroad historical society to keep
a flagman at the crossing or to install automatic signals or other suitable safety
device at specific locations at such crossing. The office may order the relocation of

existing signals and devices to improve protection at a crossing. To the greatest

extent practicable, orders under this subsection shall be executed in the priority

recommended under sub. (2m) (d), except that the recommendation shall be

disregarded if the office determines that immediate improvement of a crossing is
necessary to protect public safety. Any crossing protection installed or maintained

as approved by the office, whether by order or otherwise, shall be deemed adéquate

and appropriate protection for the crossing.
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SECTION 2308mj. 195.28 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:

195.28 (2m) DUTIES OF THE COUNCIL ON RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS. The council
on railroad grade crossings shall do all of the following:

(a) Establish and maintain a railroad crossing data base. The data base shall
be available to the office and the department.

(b) Recommend to the office and to the department desirable funding levels for
railroad crossing protection installation and maintenance under subs. (2) and (3).

(¢) Meet at least once annually to review all railroad crossing improvements
ordered by the office.

(d) Determine and recommend to the office which railroad crossing
improvements should be constructed during the following 3 years and the order in
which those projects should be completéd to maximize the safety benefits of the
projects. In determining the order in which projects should be completed, the council
shall consider all of the following:

1. The volume and speed of trains and traffic at the railroad crossing.

2. The physical features of the railroad crossing, including curves, hills and
other features that my reduce the visibility of motorists at the railroad crossing.

3. The history of accidents at the railroad crossing.

4. Anticipated changes in the volume or speed of motor vehicles or train traffic
at the railroad crossing.

5. Any other factors the council considers appropriate.”.
3. Page 1544, line 8: after that line insert:
“2mm) COUNCIL ON RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS. The commissioner of railroads

shall appoint the initial members of the council on railroad grade crossings under
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section 15.467 (5) of the statutes, as created by this act, within 45 days after the

effective date of this subsection.”.

4. Page 1549, line 13: after that line insert:

“2bn) COUNCIL ON RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS. The secretary of transportation
shall appoint the initial members of the council on railroad grade crossings under
section 15.467 (5) of the statutes, as created by this act, within 45 days after the
effective date of this subsection.”.

5. Page 1595, line 17: after that line insert:

“(1n) RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS. The treatment of section 195.28 (1) of the
statutes first applies to orders of the office of commissioner of railroads under whiéh
physical improvements to a railroad grade crossing have not commenced on or before

the effective date of this subsection.”.

(END)



